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Introduction

dilemma (da-'le-ma), n. a problem involving a difficult
or ynileasant choice [which] will bring undesirable
comeauences

—MerWem-iVebster and Oxford wglish dictionaries

Humaiexperiendz) Hften play out as g"sequence of greater and lessar ai'em-
mag, iwwhicl every diffiduiechoice engenders utiknowable consequences. Coz Id mak-
ing V. painfuldnyestmenynow relieve our chi'diwn of far greater expenditurfs iiy the fu-
tare? Or migi treatino Wwday’s minor incgayeniences spawn major crises tasfiorrow?
Should a settlementaa’built on the safeswaice, despite its inganveniencd? Or should
i exploit the) mos! strategic situation, {ebite its risk? Shouidisve remain in erogding
marsheiand contiaue centuries of trallitisn, or end our way'\ot life andThove irflanciso
that« ggllessive (x¢astal restoration mfyhegin?

Dilemipas are as fascinati®o as they are distregiing. Dileismatic platesi—cit-
ids, tOor exampi€, that are importafy et costly, strategic bt dang=rous, triun{pizant and
dyaic—ardemong the most intriguing locales on Farih:

Wwiiat better place te contemplate the nosioir of historical and gubgraphical
Jlilempaa than New Orleangs®#ad coastal Louis/ana? Descritied by ge&rapher Peirce
Lewis ax.he “inevitable city “in the “impossible” si¢e,' NewrOrlians coriiprises a litany
of pialemical decisions at'd dramatic transformations. Fiowe, the fulyspectrum of the
h¥mén experience seerfis th manifest itself ¥ividiy in da'ly i/fe and(z/eryday cityscapes.
Adsity once routinely puedicted to rank am©lig the wiild's grefitesyis now foreseen by:
_¥ine, in the wake of Fidiricane Katrina aid,in light £f efoding cougts, sinking soils, a(1%
1ising seas, to havesmo Tuture whatsoever, i two wiuds charaierize all of southeastern
Louisiana now,” re«cted environmenta! law scholaiQuivergdtietick, “they would lie to-
tal uncertainty*So why would so many people figat to ramain? “[B]ecause itouch a
damned joy to 1.¥e here”

Biertil'e’s Dilemma prese /s sixtyfeidiyt articied and essays on the hictorical ge-
ography of Mew Orleans. Notiaterided to Dwsfiraditi¢ng) history of politicdl igures and
legislative igts, the book seeka® 7 nswellzey questidng guiding the discip e of geogra-
phy: Wit is the shape, form, and origin ¢ the /by ei¥al landscape? Hgw'iave humans
trar’:fe rmed the landscape, and vicegersa? How ar® phenomena digtzivuted spatially,
why, and how have the patterns chénged througihtime? What distinguésiies places from
each other? How do people perce e place2ha! clues do we seqyin the present-day
cityscape reflecting these questifins? And howican geographical kizéwledge be used to
restore and improve disturbedi}laces? Most writings are new to'%is volume; others are
updated derivations of my ea(1igy research over the past thirt(eajyears.

As often happens“shen writing about historical(g3ography, the researcher
must make certain strugtusarlecisions. Should time (hist®s) serve as the volume’s or-
ganizational vertebrae? Or should space (geography) 2/ ie must also choose between
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16 Bienvilles Dilemma

breadth (comprehensiveness;und depth (analytical detail and approach).

I decided to organize the topics by the transformations and implications
they wrought upon th¢ lan'Iscape: formation, settlement, urbanization, population,
manipulation, humanization, devastation, and restoration. I chose also to take an in-
depth epis(iciyapprogety rather than a comprehensizg one that touches lightly on ey
erythingSugres of “miie-widelinen-deep” books abbws New Orleans currently buckie
bookshdlves; what Wilickingareocused, critical, imedcpth studies. Relinquishing coin-
prehefisivenesguec.lis mangymportant topics musse left out. To atone for thede/sins
of oraission, Bienviile’s Djlemina begins with ariex ensive timeline of historical Gsents
of (3¢ qgraphicaiwignificdiiee, intended to “fill insthe blanks” left among tha,vClume’s
articles. Bul this too flil's short of a compithensive chronology of localtaistéry: the
tinteline records seleftel! historical events/ind trends that helped create the urban land-
s/ ape wewa \today

Emergin’ repeatedly throughent this volume is th¢"theme of diicinma. It first
appegiyin Bienyilles momentous desis.én regarding whez= t& establih ;NewQridans.
It contfanesgwithithe stories of leveCsonstruction, canal@nsavatigay=_ban exgpnsion,
cgagtal erosian./ind the myriad blassings and curses aceanipanying tire trangforihiation
o1 wdynamic, fluid deltaic landscajy into a rigid, coniiglled cityscupe. It appaars again
in/tie dradmalic story of ManughMarquez, who fourid,himself (in 'he horfy ¢t a classic
‘liteboat dilemma” as he and iwfamily rode outthe 'Great Storm of 194135) “Bienville’s
dilemina;"metaphorically sj ea'ting, persists thitugl out News=*Mrleansana woastal Lou-
isian@™egciety today, as citizens contemplate saving thesr{lade tney Jows in the face of
unenutable geological trutiis. Anyone who, sitife/ Hurrigame Katrinmyhds grappled with
revwiiding, considerad ii:2ving out, contermnlated moviiigin, dabated either divesting
or mvesting in New rlzans, or otherwise pendered the city', futire, shares in Bien-
ville’s dilemma.

Problem®: e1r'd with solutions;daiiemmas (:n¢ With choiles. Southeasternfou-
isiana must make excruciating choicte= egardijig heople, Lulture, and place if 1% to
survive. Entan'efl in those decisiafs are problems involv.iig coastal restoratiyn. eco-
nomic diverf1f9ation, environmefijal sustainaciiity, sofiel equity, and learning to live
with risk. fgna geographer, I believe the = problemssar& solvable, so long.ascitizens
muster the Will to tackle the/n i) the courage ta confront the dilemmast:iiderlying
them.

Itis my hope that the requisite v lpoweiind valor will be suntnoned through
the reclization that these problems a:e 1ot only solvable, but wortl{ sclving, and that
the world would be a lesser place wititout New"Cileans.
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Timeline

Historical eveats of geographical significance in the New Orleans area

Prehiste -ic"Indigetious peaplelvdccupy Mississipyi aeltaic plain and explore andsx-

ploit néwyorks of ridges, bayous, and bays. lnowledge of labyrinthine deltuic
geograpny includ(s/discovery of key shortcuts and portages between, C¥lf of
Mefiso and Mississippi River.

101 9-1543(Sp niards(A1hso Alvarez de Piaeda, Panfilo de Narvéez, an! He nando

1632

145

1699

1700

1702

de Soto exploip lower Mississipyt rigion; efforts lead to no lasting claims or
satlements, bat augment Eur/bean knowledge offUsplf CoagtiMississippi
rever red1on. European diseasss Uecimate indigengus populdiit.is followirg

De Sotw’s expedition.

Nifie ypars after Marquete and Joliet’s explewation or“wpper Miissippi,
Frencii Canadian René{R0vert Cavelier, sieur.a¥ La Sile sails do'wii®Missis-
sippito Gulf of Mexico, confirming relationsidz’among € reat Lalgs, river, and
sea. His claim of Misdissippi watershed assests French a@minion.ver one mil-
lion square miles ¢19Jorth America, fetting stage War found&iga of French
colonies near river’s inouth. La Salle’s atteilipt to paturnin 1634 ¢nds in confu-
sion and disasteileaving France’s Lofigiana clainidle for fifieen years.

Le Moyne Baptisrs Iberville and Pipnville explor Gyl Coast and lower rive

region and giteblish Fort Maurépas i present'day Ocennd prings, Mississipps

Expedition v found and colgnie,Louisignasignifias France’s renewed intel

estin LalSal'e’s 1682 claim, inflarge part tazocp it o'st.o f hands of Englis!i*ria
migration from northeast afiG iavasiofs ftbm guli mand Spanish (via Mekico
and Fidrida).

Bisnviile rebuffs English “rgate (Calc ina Gandyfrom entering Freissh Loui-
siaie. Incident (whilligives “Engiish Turn',it’ name) demonstiates English
Ytrest in lower Missia/ippi Vatieyr andmonvinces Iberville offneid to estab-
1sh fort on Mississippi River, ir 2 dditiCa/co coastal settlemen’s. Natives show
Frenchmen various shortcu(s dnong gulf, lakes, and river, gfi¢jof which Bien-
ville later selects for New (o¥l=ans site

Bienville founds Fort ¢e Mississippi¢(Fort de la Boulays) near present-day
Phoenix in Plaquemiys Marish. First European settleni£n” within present-day
Louisiana gives Frer{c!experience in settling Missis{ipji deltaic plain.

Seat of colonial gnyernment is moved from Eqrt¥aurepas to new Mobile
settlement, locaid north of present-day Alabfiia city of the same name. Eu-
ropean population of lower Louisiana totals acaut 140 subjects, strewn out
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1708

1711

1725

1714

1,06

1717

Bienvilles Dilemma

between Mobile Baywnd Mississippi River.

Some Mobile ¢olorists are granted land concessions at Bayou St. John. Wheat
crop near bayoutneadwaters fails, but effort puts area “on the map” as first
Eumpnean settiyment in future New Orleans proper.

MGbile relevated tooiezont-day site on bay: viove marks troubled era in early
Louisiana L.iStory, With Tailed settlementg; Tisease, and death matched by 22+
ing infi¥est on pait Hf French government:

Disit.ogioned with Louisiana and preaccupied with other matters, French
crowncedes ¢/ Juy as commercialenoriopoly to financier Antoin(: Cr¢ zat. Ef-
fort strives t&¢iscover gold and silve); mines, raise tobacco on plantations, and
t=ale with.Sodin. All three aimg\fu; Crozat retroced&ouisiapato crown in
w17,

King Ifou’s XIV dies; five-yedivold great-grandson auis X'viascends to tazone.
Phliippe, duc d’Orléans ac:s as regent of Francy

Fing issues edict regulati«ig land grants ar{c gstablisiuity arpeni wystem in
L ousiana (one arpenfequals approximateiys! 92 English eet), wheieby river-
2e land is surveyed.inte long, narrow lgtaneipendicular to wytervay. French

long lots” later infize/ice formation of Wew Orleatw®ydiatingstrdet network,
and demarcate ntuch of southeastern Louisian&!indscape 10 this day.

Crozat’s failut?/t) develop Louisiana commtucially opens opportunity for
Scottish mayertek financier John Ilawito profese elabrati) land-developmeric
scheme. Béfriending Philippepduend’Orlécs, Law acquires monopoly chiaj-
ter for cofitmercial enterprise il ouisiara, pstablisheyCompany of the West,
and launciies brazen marketinwy campaign afross Europe to lure settlers and
investG)s, Law’s involvemefitweverses Budfopeangnrceptions of Louisiany as a
burgensome New World hacitwater; shlony is aow'the talk of Europe.

Septembec/ 1717 Directive tq téund NewGrleansfisqued in Company5F the West

1718

@dger: “Resolved td eitaslishpshirty leaglias up the river, a burgniich should
be called Nouvelle Orleans, wiinse landin yavould be possible,tias either the
river or Lake Pontchartrain”Ndme of settlement honors Law wroyal patron,
Philippe, duc d’Orléans.

In late March and early Ao, Bi¢a'7ili»’s men clear cando.dke for foundation
of New Orleans. Bienyila’s site exploits Bayou St. Joh/i/Rayou Road portage
between Lake Pontchartain and Mississippi River, ghoin to him by Indians
nearly two decades Casiier. Located on elevated nattsil levee and angled to
confront appro4a¥iing ships, site—present-day Ferich Quarter—is highly
problematic butuperior to most in deltaic plai

1718-1722 BienvilléS siting of New Orleans is called into question by rival colonists,



Timeline 21

1719

1749

who debate relocafiiiy, settlement to Bayou Manchac site (south of present-
day Baton Rouga). @ther suggested sites for company headquarters include
Natchez, Engli:h Trn, Lake Pontchartrain shore, Natchitoches, Biloxi, Mo-
bile, and Pensacola.

Soring floodslow woilnen New Orleans. Fleadquarters of Louisiana colozy
walocated (roih Mobie Uack to Biloxi area} Rienville, an advocate of New/Un
1%ans reniyining at its'present site, relud an' ly returns to Biloxi to buildsmew
tort.

First.large groun & Africans arrivesgdn,cnains, commencing fourtgeimdccades

of tlar'ery in Uiiisiana. Over 5000 people, mostly from West 2 ¢ricin Sen-

I
¢gambia regor, are imported duiing 1719-31, first of two majorgaves direct-
1y 1ipm AfiTes. Racial subjugatifi through slavery, cod'hied in 172%°Code Noir,
orofound!ly influences New (Jrigans’ social and urbaivgeography. Compersd
to AngicyAmerica, racial ideafities and relationsiins becam&nore Samplex

and’iluia in Caribbean-influ¢iced French Louigtariu.

1119-1721 Law’s Company recitils thousands of Esgnch citizias (many om soci-

2720

1720s

1721

1721

1721

¢ty 'bottom rung), asawell as German antSwiss farnfery) to setii¢ Touisiana,
cepresenting first md,agy, wave of Europeanswo region. New Ogitans by 1720
Doasts houses for (rovernor and direciar, company.tore, hesvital, over 100
employees, and 250 concession-holders ready (Gwwork thidis land. But set-
tlement is haphazurdly laid out; dis¢afe) takes it toll; and, commercial effort
struggles finanafa’ly.

“Mississippi Dubble” bursts;,_john Law’sthighly spcediative developmgie
scheme fos,Ubuisiana fails.

Germans settle Céte des Alléiinds upfiver tfrom 7ew Orleans and helpfzed
strug{'n s New Orleans wi h tneir ageiultural plrocuctivity. Teutonic aoula-
tior{ i6Tater absorbed intG/Frenchsspeakinguiiite Creole society, but retains
sqiie,German ethnic 1dentity for ove a cenfury.

8drien de Pauger, assiat/nt to Cliief EnginednLe Blond de La 70y, arrives to
Wew Orleans and promptly allzp’s Laolr s designs for new/B110xi capital to
New Orleans site, creating 10dty’s French Quarter. Paugersimpressive plans
cast New Orleans in a po$isive lights.niimitive outpost grows into bona fide
town.

New Orleans population 519 (326 whites, 171 black/izves, twenty-one In-
dian slaves, one free&lack).

On December 233, ompany of the Indies officiali{tlansfers headquarters of
Louisiana colony from Biloxi to New Orleans, osting New Orleans’ chances
of surviving and prospering at its present locati{x,
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September hurricatigwipes away New Orleans’ primitive structures and
shoddy cityscapagserendipitously allowing Pauger to survey his planned street
grid unimped¢ . Plesent-day French Quarter bears most of original blocks,
dimensions, and street names. Forty years after La Salle first sailed past site,
foliudation @%few Orleans is complete.

Jizst substntial artilsial levees erected. Stadted by La Tour and Pauger, lefcep
Uy 1727 iyeasure eioiiteen feet wide, thie eet high, and one mile longyyep-
resentiginitial atuénipts to control Mississippi. Anthropogenic rivefago:iirol
ultiryfitely succe=ds’in preventing annual floods but inadvertently staryes del-
taig/Pipin of crfitgal sediments and flesiiwater, helping cause catas(ropiic land
loss Uy late tzsetitieth century.

1723-1727 Capuliis, jesuit, and Ursuiagrreligious orders drjnve to cifitPlaying ma-

1726

1727

1731

1732

1736

ior role #2 nistilling CatholicibitwFrench culture, efiuvation, asre for arptians
and in/uip; and other civilizag aspects to frontiet'qutpostaliisdline Iunstare
parficularly influential in the'education of girls Znaothef@tivities, rdnigining
activasl city’s spiritual g&'ture to this day.

Mev" Orleans population 901 (793 whitée,scventy-¢/gtis black/sidpes, thirty
Indian slaves)

New Orleans poputidtion 938 (729 white plus AS erlisted niten, 127 black
slaves, 17 Indiar laves)

Natchez Inééanaprising at Fort Rasalie kills 280 colonists, sending shock
waves throuh ‘egion. New Orleailstesponasty contérus ting primitive rap-
part and nioqt around street grid, Fortification remains in altered forms unt!
early Anfer1tan years, affecting Gtban dézelbhmen( ot adjacent areas. Amgles
of old fort line remain visibletCday in ferjain parlils and building shanesbe-
tweer b2 rracks Street ande ispianadesiwenue.

Compuny of the Indies relsiquis ies'Lbuisiana g king; era of privatadevelop-
me’ ends after nearljitzventy years'of cons stént under-performiyude. France
tiéhce views Louisial'a/populathan arouna %900, as a disappoiiiinent at best
&ad burdensome failure at wost, anw{stl1y of renewed comnfitment.

New Orleans populations 1. 28% (1,023, whites, 254 black ¢'av's, nine Indian
slaves, eight free blacks).

Hospital founded. “Chasity Hospital” later relocates fgimtimes to sites along
backswamp edge, reflectihg tendency to locate objegtiafiable and threatening
phenomena to “haciéei-town.” Final site (1833) ma-ls location of present-
day Charity strudsire’ and explains origin of tada)#s/Tulane Avenue medical
district. Hurricay= Katrina’s floodwaters end 2%y Charity’s” history and leave
structure’s future in question.
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1737  New Orleans population 1,748 (759 whites, 963 blacks, and sixteen Indians).
City becomes maioriey-black in 1730s and remains so until 1830s.

1745  Ursuline Conveit'designed and built (1749-53) on present-day 1100 block
of Ghartres Stieet. Edifice, no longer a convent but still operated by Catholic
Arcadiocesapitands tgilay as sole surviving .complete structure from French
oalonial efa’ ¢ldest Gactimented extant bulitling in Mississippi Valley and &1
dic plaiinand outstainding example of Heer ch colonial institutional arclsitec-
ture.

Cil:¢al1750 Clagde Joseni#Villars Dubreuil gmgavates canal to power sawmiiminedi-
ateintelow cioy/Waterway eventuaiiyyestablishes trajectory of Eijsiaz. Fields
Ayenue (12)S) and Pontchartrala Flailroad (1831), which inflyences layout
or upymerddnstreet grids and nei bborhoods betweeh -1/er and¥xice over next
200 year:

17544763 Frer.=1 and Indian Way{Seven Years’ War immSutope) niiy Francesgdinst
Englan’! over claims in OhiewValley; conflict dfawe in variote Europedastates
and spreads around wori( /Defeat of Franceggdically réclions coleial world:
I'rer'ch North Ameriga. including Louisitaa €ast of (Vi sissipp/, idrceded to
England. Areas west Ufriver, including NewsOrleans (thought #&%he an island,
yn account of Bay{u Manchac distribfitary and lakey), avoid Eiflish posses-
sion, having been secretly ceded by King Louis XIv " tlie Tnfaty of Fontaineb-
leau to his Spanisincousin King Carlds4il in 1742, City gainsunwelcome new
neighbor to,ncdth—British West Florida—to wich many/inglo settlers mi:
grate over n(xt| wenty years.

1755-178S5 Britishexile French settlefsérom Acadie/preseniday Nova Scotia). Thou-
sands of "isplaced Acadians Wwentually i7" their Wiy to Louisiana during
1764-25, drawn by Frenchgmulture anc\gsographical accessibility. MatgAca-
dians selde west of New Gileans, fdrafng agrict!ural and natural-resSurce-
basulsural society separife/irom( pyfasimpoiwat to, urban New Orizans. Cor-
riégted local pronungiation of Acavtistn prodfices term Cajun.

17624179 Dominion of New Urleangmasses f0in France to Spain in (*taces: secretly
in 1762, publicly in 1764, palitically in'©766, and militarily £.31769. Popula-
tion remains largely Francophene in clture.

1763  New Orleans population 2,524 (1055 whites, 826 blagkslaves, thirty-three
Indian slaves, nineteen (re¢ blacks)

1775-1783 American Revoldtian fought mostly along East/r3Seaboard; Spanish in
Louisiana seize Brisisli outposts in lower Mississigipi,and Gulf Coast region,
with no immedia &wonsequence to New Orléans."But war’s outcome adds
major new player ® political geography and fes iny of North America—and
New Orleang
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1776-1781 Six hurricanes stit'se New Orleans area and cause extensive damage. One,
in 1779, was exparinced by William Dunbar, who later reported his mete-
orological obs¢xvat'ons in Transactions of the American Philosophical Society—
among first to document cyclonic nature of tropical storms.

1777-1778 Cpanishucinsus effimmerates 2,809 resislents in New Orleans proper«n
2777, and(3,059 in 1770, a six-fold increascwince first French census in 17273
1he 1,552uvhites, 243dree people of miled race, 105 free blacks, 213 miyed-
race slaves, and 947 Plack slaves live thropghout sixty-eight “isles,” olwhictks,
comn)xising neazly the entire city proper.

1/77-1783 Cpunish goternment recruits residents of Granada, Malaga, <ad Jarticu-
légly the Canary Islands to settle in/Louisiana, aiming to populate the colo-
1y symilitia*Ser possible war wit) /English, augmenttaziiculturfiroduction,
and renser Louisiana more ¢uyerally Spanish. Oyer'2,500 Ganary Islancers
(“Islefi0s?) settle in presentmlay eastern St. Berna'd Parishy, oliters séitle West
of JNew Urleans, from Muiepas area to New,(bevia. I&FI0 comm/iity re-
maihasia St. Bernard Parigh foday, where surnd.aes such as Rodrigues, Nunez,
‘Tarres, and Hernandez abdund.

1780 «City’s first food markos,a small pavilion forbatchers, opens; laz@evolves into
Trench Market (1791) and becomes £ne ¢ f New,Qileans’ mostfamous fea-
tures.

17865 Second major(wage of slave importatiofis arriv®s cirectly(noi Africa, the first
occurring in2720s.

1780s-1790s With vattlers trickling intéQriio and ivEssissipni valleys, river traffic bc
gins to flow outhward toward,Spunish Liyuisiina. I itive frontier vesgels of
late 1700s develop, by early ¥6CJs, intstdady stréum of flatboats (for dowwari-
ver trive!) and keelboats (or returnizgy upriver ), iviivering commod_sie! and
mejc'iandise in and out Gyinterign New Orlefiinbegins to benefitifrom nas-
celinagricultural produésion in it dis ant hipteriand.

1788 (Bobulation of New €xltans 5,588 (about 59 percent white, 25"percent en-
Staved black, and the remaind?; 1tee péar'ie of color). Populafion of colony is
over 25,000.

1788  Good Friday fire destroys 850 buildings ih New Orleans,levelling 80 percent
of city’s structures and ]€a¥ing abous7J percent of populaion homeless. Most
original French colongal siructures are lost. One of lastiatamples of old French
Creole house type, “Aadame John’s Legacy,” is built 5jr Dumaine Street im-
mediately after conadration.

1788 New Orleans’ it suburb, Faubourg Ste. Msie (later called Faubourg St.
Mary, now Central Business District) is survey&tupon former Gravier planta-
tion above 1z proper, in response to population pressure and ruins of recent
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1789

1795

fire. Old plantation,b®wyndaries influence layout of emerging street network, as
would transpire s nteny other areas.

St. Louis Cemetc¥y is laid out behind city, reflecting tendency to locate objec-
tigmable land “wses to back-of-town. New cemetery embodies Spanish tradi-
tiorof abomasyroundEptombment; replaces oid French subterranean burial
suound orl Fyrgundyani St. Peter. Still in Cperation today, “St. Louis No. 7 ip
18sting piase of many great local historic{ [ fi3ures.

Freitch Market @ontounded along lowwscity riverfront. Municipal ¢mavket,
originating from %784 decision by £panish Cabildo to centralizesresair food
vendals, dispiiys city’s multiculture! face to amazed visitors “threaghout
1R00s. Vens ing, opportunities hein liunch generations of poor immigrants to
uniapcial itéapendence, includit z/Sicilians in early 190 Js, whdiscitle nearby.
Market 2 aiso birthplace of Aijiprican tropical-fruit 1itdustryssserves todazis
major (14'e in tourist landsgene and economy.

1793:1795 Eli \Whitney invents coteen gin (1793); Jedn Etienne de'Boré suctsssfully

1794

1794

179§

cranulates Louisiana sugir (1795, near presvot-day Aadubon Zho). These
téciinological breaktbroughs help launch*outnern ¢bttin and (v gur planta-
tion economy, replatiag old colonial-era Chops such as tobagf®and indigo.
Poth commodities enich New Orlears ini b mid-twintieth getiiary; also en-
trench slavery inregion and play major roles ineedUhoniic agihsultural geogra-
phy of city and Scuth.

Second majcGre in six years—anliSecond difyster in toug months, following:
late-summr ixirricane—destroysadditioral 212 structdres in New Orleafi:
New Spanisi’building codesvanasted aftZinbiaze piinge out traditional “first-
generaticn” Creole building styles. Structétes built aferwards reflect Syanish
colonia}, traits, often with lowal embell'sh'nents £ second-generation’&reole
architecture). Village-like ‘appearande ¢f FrencnMew Orleans gives Way to
solidl; s7alled, brick-and-¢5icto Syfanfeh citys®ine.

Covernor Carondelt/i1jzcts excavation of cantal from rear of ¢itv v»*Bayou St.
youn. “Carondelet Canul” supplanits Baydu Koad as route to llavou St. John
and Lake Pontchartrain; now spments‘san be delivered efficiently by water
from coast and lake diregtlysta rear of city. Canal, which & sojserves as early
drainage system, providet convenieliC'iisht-of-way into downtown, used by
railroads into twentiethsmatury.

Spain and U.S. sign T:a%y of San Lorenzo, granting Aintricans open naviga-
tion of Mississippi Fif er and right of deposit at New (X1leans for three years.

1791-1804 Slave revoltis Saint-Domingue (present-dayz riviti) threatens and eventu-

ally overthrows French regime.
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First significant yellow; fever outbreak strikes New Orleans. Spread by Aedes
aegypti mosquitas. viobably introduced from Africa through slave trade), yel-
low fever kills \xver/100,000 Louisianians and nearly 40,000 New Orleanians
over next century. Plagues deeply influence economics, human geography,
se{isCral miggation patterns, public image, and,everyday life of city throughoy
{iveteenth celitury,

Appreheiyive about United States’ incresi ig interest in Louisiana, Spaizy an
empire imdecline, W2<retly retrocedes Jfouisiana to militarily powerfulEraiice.
Woiitof transfer sSon reaches U.S.; alarms President Jefferson, wliy views
NeQrleans figritical to western dxpansion.

Mapoleon s/nas 20,000 troops to soitrol situation in Saint-Domingue. Yellow
1évey deciliintes’ troops; slave 12 q’t intensifies and Cyenntually @xpels French
regime, <:reating Latin Amer/CO¥s first independen® Ceuntry AHaiti). Los(of
extrenfeypvaluable sugar cglany diminishes Napwpleon’s éntcdst in‘Trarite’s
curfiversome and probleniativ Louisiana colony

Spain rescinds American r.ght of deposit a#*New Oritans (pernvitted since
1/91), exacerbating tansion between U.S*na Colonidl phwers. '1epident Jef-
ferson launches effof wto purchase New, Orivans; threat of war@nerges, with
Tngland casting eyes bn Louisiana prize ai well. Qrize percaivid,as a belea-
guered backwater destined for failure, New Orleaiteis novsqveted by three
nations.

Wary of oversgzfending its colonidi’empire, fivaecd ¢ mqney, and in light o
impendingiwai, Napoleon degidus to sell fot Only Islc*di Orleans but entirs
Louisiangssorony to U.S.; tre&ty signed A%l 30. Forseal hand-over of Louisi-
ana, fronaSpain to France ana‘thence fronrdrancgteUnited States, occirstin
Cabildg on December 20, g'asing coloaia. era. New"Orleans, now in prggres-
sive At:¥€rican hands, is foredaen to bedine one olrichest and most imp@rtant
citicé 171 nation, hemisphiy/el and/wgid.

Maw Orleans populat 61 8,056 (3,948 whives, 2,773 slaves, and2,335 free
poople of color) residilig in rapetily 1400 dwellings. Anothe!,2.J00 people
live nearby.

1803-1840 New American city of [Neww Orleans,crows dramatically in population while

£

also rising steadily in rankelative 0" 4ther American citfes’ populations (see
graph, “Tracking New Qrlians’ Ascerit and Decline, 1790-2007").

Early 1800s Shifting river cliomnel deposits sediment imme¢1 dtely above New Orle-

ans, forming “battese™along Faubourg Ste. Mariesiiverfront. Geological for-
mation instigates/<gal controversy regarding pGalic versus private ownership
of valuable new 1iverside land, reflecting differ'ag Creole and American le-
gal philosop'¥ss,Complex court case involves t'resident Jefferson and lasts
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for decades; area ig €wontually incorporated into urban grid; includes today’s
Warehouse Dist#ict."Laws regarding batture ownership remain complex and
convoluted to this ¢ ay.

1804-1825 Three atteiints to improve public health through sanitation and nuisance-

1535

1805

abaw¢ment madulatorySperds arise and fail /due’ to minimal government su;>-
part and (ondmercidhopposition to quardisines. New Orleans becomes/(1ia
uon’s filti¥iest, least fwalthy, and most (lea h-prone major city for muyglh, of
nineteerith centur i3 fact oftentimes denizd or covered up by city’s éamuiier-
cial\fterests.

NevsDrleans'it/ncorporated as a itanicipal entity, legally estallish'ng city
gavernment, 1 ission, duties, privileges, and boundaries. Charter ends colo-
Liar)era néimns’of city manageis >yit and makes New (it eans “dificlal” Ameri-
can citys2rocess of Americanfz3on is underway.

Lower {Yntation of Berng'd Marigny is subdiyiled for urbin develanmnient.
Faitbou g Marigny becomeucity’s first expanioi» on naturel levee 1:iiown-
river direction. Neighbérabod, known as they“poor 1hixd” [mursipality or
distlict], becomes home to mostly workirfgciass Cred e chd imn/1sunt popu-
lation during ninete€ath century.

1806-1210 Upper plantatiolis of Delord-Sarpy \Zuplantier ), Saule" (€olet), Robin,

1807

1809

1809

and Livaudais azy subdivided for urbgn.developinent. Fautsurgs Duplantier,
Solet, La Couis¢,iind LAnnunciation €xpand ey Orlealy, wnto wide natural
levee in uprp’es direction; area is fifgelopedith wofking-class housing nea':
river and graiiter homes inlana™eighborioud (today's’Lower Garden Dis
trict) becamts home to mostlyz Atnericafisynd imnigrant population during
nineteendaentury.

Act o Chngress clarifies alvnership gfdisputed laiids in new American/city;
infl{isfizes development H1'gommans Setwear! e old city and Faubourg Ste.
Mapie. Act also reservesmanal rigi t-of way plenmned to connect Carancdelet Ca-
»ol with river, paralie! 20)by sixty-foot-widepublic highways.aCali is never
vailt; corridor insteaa*vecomas 171-f¢0r-wnde “Canal Street!, Additionally,
act confirms most land titles ¢“settlers"om colonial times,'\areserving old
French arpent land-division syscem.

Over 9,000 Saint-Domingae (Haiflah) refugees arriveftsNew Orleans via
Cuba. Refugees, rough'v ¢venly divided among whitg; tice people of color,
and enslaved black, cowble city’s population and revive' city’s Francophone
culture. They integiafe/into Creole neighborhoods'aalt society, adding new
layers of ethnic ecamplexity.

Faubourg Pontchabtrain planned at headwate/'s ¢ f Bayou St. John. Area prom-
ises to develmppinto attractive faubourg, but developers stay away until late
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1800s, after settlemeiryof complex Myrna Clark Gaines lawsuit, one oflongest
in U.S. history.

New Orleans poptlation reaches 17,224 (6,316 whites; 5,961 black slaves;
andt.950 fre€weople of color), seventh largest among American cities.

Dlaitationssf Claude (Temé is subdividid Yor urban development. “Fau-
hourg Teetnd” spreads iNew Orleans towattGbackswamp, exploiting Esplanad:
RidgefSayou Rodd ypland. Neighborhoot, known for its black Creoly’2ad
imntigrant populasion, is described todeyas America’s oldest black n¢igitbor-
hoogd, vut was actwally quite mixed.

Louisiana a¢i¥tted to Union as efgiiteenth state.

860 De¢oict institutionalized iicial and economil oppressian, enslazed
black pépuilation is residentitl'y integrated with phités in “gidssic Somthey”
urban ¢ tifement pattern of citwlaved living in aboawsadjacent 10 those Uitheir
masterg, Free people of ce or reside mostly in [fswer city; emancipat( ¢ I/lacks
live 1i0stly in poor backf{aijsown.

Lirsh Mississippi Rivémsteamboat docks @wNew Ofleans, havire departed
Rittsburgh in late 1811y evading the Gyuat ralls ofithe Ohio,(wiinessing the
vireat Comet of 1€11) and encountering 1 cent dewitationsaf tite New Ma-
drid earthquaketin Missouri. Successful demay stidtion ¢t Umerging steam
technology presuses efficient uprivid-bound (f@psportatipn, replacing slow-
moving kee'hous for travel against current, Sthambwat &ia” begins in ear
nest by early\1420s, after technological, logistical, and,lecal barriers (namgly
monopoly ganted to ownerg Ruhett Fultoiand Rabert Livingston) are su':
mounted. With city in Amerieantands al\d waterldad inder intensive cgtton,
sugar, and grain cultivation, 1i€./ steanoot transf artation puts New Qtivans
in strétdlc position to beaym¢ pringigal Southdri Fity.

Qfj~nuary 8, local milt¥a under con mand #f iviaj. Gen. AndrewJacrson de-
faats advancing Brit/sk tihops at Chalmette. Duitle of New Orleans“Crminates
Lxglish threat to young nationgbrings ¢it)’s society to nationalatfzntion, and
helps integrate isolated, oncesrcs2ign outyost into national foid, Anglo-Amer-
ican emigration increases, asid< es foreign immigration.

Crevasse at Macarty’s Plantation infprysent-day Carrolltgirfloods backswamp
to rear streets of city. Watir damages city infrastructuze and crops, but coats
land with layer of secisaent, building up elevation andslielping enable early
development of Cai£1ton. Flood actually saves lives by cleaning city and re-
ducing death rata,by*ever half.

1810s-1870s City expanu steadily, mostly in uprivgc ¢irection, on relatively broad

natural levegsin.present-day uptown. Expansiorr occurs through piecemeal
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subdivision of old ]ofiy-lot sugar plantations, and through political annexation
of Lafayette (1852 Jefferson (1870), and Carrollton (1874). Plantations
subdivided int) uplown faubourgs during nineteenth century include Fau-
bourg Nuns (des Religieuses), Panis Plantation (Faubourg Lafayette), Fau-
bdurys Livauglass, Delassize, Plaisance, Delaghaise, St. Joseph, Bouligny, Avar
Teekerville. Furstvill, (5'oomingdale, Burfiteville, Foucher Tract (Audubo:
Patk and vhiversity, campuses), Greenvills, I'riburg, and Macarty Plantatibi
{Carrglles.l).

Lat2,1310s i)fresponse. o war of 1812, U.S. War Department begins buildir ;“Third

1824

Sysieiy” forts fiwng Atlantic and Giuioasts, including key water'wayy in and
near New Oplaauis. Military later agguires riverfront land for barracks%ind naval
bases, recog.¥ing strategic locat1ox and vulnerabilitysaf city, which becomes
aneldof nation’s most fortified. Miiilary presence increacts withstentieth/@un-
tury wornywars; remains bigcchl employer todays

New Qrieans population feathes 27,176 by sorhe @ccoutls, 11,351 livigthers
(16244 whites; 14,946 FipeK slaves; and 7,188 ee peqole of color faclusion
Ofadjacent areas may account for difference!

Yarly 1£00s Travelers from Eazope and eastern seaward visit New Or@ns and mar-

1322

el at booming por('s s bcial and physictl dis tinctiveness, particuiddly its ethnic
diversity. National perceptions about New Orlearisss a unigiaand exotic city,
or alternately as awicked “Sodom and/Clomorrah. “begin ta 10rm.

According te"The New-Orleans Difeltory and/gister/ citypand suburbs coun:
“1,436 brigk,"ind 4,401 woodemawelling®; 1,258 brigifand 1,567 wooden
warehougas, workshops, &c.728 rick anfalS wooc g, public buildings, mak-
ing in thewshole 8,705 buildings of every &¢s riptipiviVew buildings are aaily
risinggmrticularly in the upper part of Llesv Orlegns.®

1824-1828 [ 4¢3t Jewish congregafions fowndedin New/Onleans, notably Congregation

Skemgari Chassed (Gatémor Merc ) ir 1828, sredecessor of TourgSyitagogue.
Lotr-arriving Gerplar! pws form smalleencldve at foot of Jagkstel Avenue,
v.ti1ch would migrate té'uptown/ Cnivefsitv.area by turn of twéatinth century.
Lhis older, established Reform 2wish pCanlation lived sepafisely from East-
ern European Orthodox,Je'ss/who sdttled near Dryades Strett in late nine-
teenth century.

1823-1836 First true municipd w iter systen, designed by Bearainin H. B. Latrobe,

182§

replaces various makeshift efforts. Located at foot of Urstilines Street, system
uses steam pump, to/ < w river water into three-story oimphouse, where it is
stored in raised #eseiwoirs and distributed to residenfial households through
network of cypuals pipes.

Erie Canal iggmpstate New York connects Great Lakes with Hudson River. Wa-
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terway gives New ¥Cu's City access to western frontier, suddenly challenging
New Orleans’ manopoly on Mississippi Valley trade. Conservative New Or-
leans business :om’ aunity fails to diversify economy during ensuing decades,
focusing instead on booming river trade. Seed for New Orleans” decline is
plird, but égiried amid antebellum prosparity. Erie Canal spawns rampans
Waterway excavation ¢l¢evhere: more bad (icwss for New Orleans.

1825-285) Lowswille and Powland Canal comp!l2te to circumvent waterfalls indyou-

isville, 1&antucky, “Wh/obstacle to OhiofRiyer navigation. Canal benelits iiew
Orleyfas by proyiduig fast, uninterrupted shipping to Pittsburgh, everas Erie
Caytaiydraws t/a®c away from New,Urieans.

1828 and\1831 Abiahm Lincoln guide: flztboat down Mississippi to New Orleans,

183)

10‘/05

1830s

1831

progably laiding at Faubourg S£\Vary wharves in toGays Wareliuse District.
Traditios), hdlds that sight of [0 slave markets mhk®s lastingimpressicr on
young/iipcoln.

Ne v O leans population reeches 49,826 (21,25 twhites; 18639 blacltlaves;
and 11,906 free people of chlor), fifth largest@ynong Arliasican citits,

Espianade Avenue is£xtended from rivertabayou St. Jolii. Avenuess designed
ui'French manner 3ii¢, developed as gafdersuburb fyr wealthy Erincophones
leparting old city. C8rridor exploits upraifed Esplanac Rid>e @nd forms axis
of orthogonal st zet network of Sixth@ind Seventixwards, bisdoes not replace
its prehistoric(o gdecessor, Bayou"Road, whica wanders2closs Esplanade at
an angle all 3% wn.

Black poptistion in New Orleans. majority since 4730s, falls into numerici!
minority as/rish and Germanjininigratityn it gmerits aity’s white populgéian.
Urban slaves are often replace@ Uy imm{gtint servéats and laborers, contribut-
ing to sieady decline in absslute numpiser of bladk/few Orleanians frdm 1840
to ¢lp@hcipation. City refiilins majoricy-whitefunsil late 1970s.

Pontchartrain Railrg@plebuilt to coiinect riveriind lake. Early rallidad estab-
lislles Elysian Fields'C'v nue trdjactorythréugh backswamp a’cdutury prior
@ area’s urban development.(Rairoad'se. ves as ingress/egrelis 10r passenger
traffic between New Orlean aitd Gulf Coast cities.

1832-1838 At cost of thousands:>f mostly, f=ish lives, New Basin, Canal is excavated

between rear of Fauboyig)St. Marywsd Lake Pontchartiisl, giving city (par-
ticularly uptown Anglp Gusiness community) improvad jiccess to lake trade.
Waterway competeg’wsith circa-1790s Carondelet (aiiul and new Pontchar-
train Railroad, botiyof which draw lake trade to Geggle lower city. Canal and
turning basin infli ¢hce development of back-of*tqwit and lakefront into mid-
twentieth century:
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Cholera epidemic,Ki!'s thousands, particularly newly arrived Irish immi-
grants.

1830s-1850s Main era ¢{firish immigration to New Orleans sees Irish settle in dis-

pemed pattermthroughout periphery of city, particularly along riverfront and
bacivof-towswhile gdnerally avoiding cg:tly’ inner city. English-speakiro
Jatholic dusches amfounded to serve thisypopulation.

1830:¢-1230s Tivar hand{ug and trading creptes™ sugar landing” on upper Fifrch

183u0

1833

1834

1835

Qugcter batturegiizerside of present-ads’North Peters, from Toulouge v Ib-
erville, Area deveiops into “Sugar Iistrict” in 1870s, with high-risesarocess-
ing plints, storige sheds, shipping rasilities, and exchange. Sugalinrg cessing
rhoves to St Brnard Parish in 1211s, but industry continues to use French
Wuarter rivestront until 1930s° Mbst facilities havels'nce beefifiimolished;
area, norzoccupied by parkingiuts, is often eyed fd'r 1iew deva'opment

Capt. Haary Shreve and Sate of Louisiana altes hydrolaasief Mississippi/
Re1/A thafalaya region iitentral Louisiana (né: foreseering consegsences.
Shreve cuts off meandér/loop near Red-Misgissippi juasture (1€31) to aid
1faviation; severed sestion silts up (“Old"River”) in ind)part arc Yends Red
River into Mississippain another portion‘mmense logjam @fyvents water
fsom escaping down 4 tchafalaya distrfquta 'y, but.aloh retards nidsigation and
development in gouth-central Louisiana. Shreve (idstate c!Cag logjam during
1830s, unknowing'y providing Mississijpi witheshorter pathitund steeper gra-
dient to sea, Ci¢a"ed logjam sends steadily inCiagsing flow.siown Atchafalaya
rather than (V1 Sissippi. Fearing ¢qtzstrophic/cianne! jurip, engineers buila
Old River < ontrol Structure il 939s-60s tapreserve lower Mississippi Riv¢r
channel~dhd New Orleans.

City ofLafayette founded jmmediatel ;a0 ove New"Orleans. JeffersoprRarish
commutity draws German vad Irisk{izfmigrants (o its densely populaded riv-
ersideblocks (present-diy Ilish @naiymel), ali wealthy, mostly Ang o families
t¢ ¢ldgant garden subsrb I its intesidr blocls (foday’s Garden DiSfrict).

1 st successful gas conipany brings nev/1hel to city for lightingan/I other pur-
poses. Gas works are soon conswucted 1icqr present-day Supé.dome, illustrat-
ing how back-of-town was tse'l for ojerations too sprawlizg ind objection-
able to be located in front-oi*town, \Gasworks remain in this area for over a
century.

New Orleans and Ca:wl'ton Rail Road installed on Napades Street, present-
day St. Charles Avelyte Streetcar plays important r6l>/n developing uptown
New Orleans and,ouldling surveying of new streetd 4s'old long-lot plantations
are subdivided«fq! residential blocks. Now oldast ®antinually serving rail line
in the world (excepting two-year post-Katrind/erruption), St. Charles street-
car represen: J st component of an urban rail system that would grow stead-
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ily until the 1920s,£1%a decline back down to its original line after 1964.

Joseph Holt Ingratihm publishes The South-West by a Yankee, writing “I have
termed New-Orians the crescent city...from its being built around the seg-
” “Crescent City”
catclies on ans\becomEisity’s premier nicks anie for well over a century.

mgnt of a circie formed by a graceful curve of the river....

New Onleai € Barrawks Constructed as USMnilitary post in lowermost corrist
Of Oritius Parish({ Cpmplex of outstandiiig Greek Revival structures v#itiin
turntted walls fofas landmark for visitest sailing upriver; serves as jumping-
off paut for traops in Mexican Waypmnd other operations. Renamedlackson
Batnsgs in 1864 installation is now mome to Louisiana National ‘Gu2'd.

Arirlo displeatiure with Creole piplitical control and qfityr ethnig tansions lead
W creatidinat essentially threeseparate cities withip®New Orleany lower/tiint
and Thizd thunicipalities are mstly Creole and imrigrant; ujwe: SecondMu-
nicinalityis mostly Anglo s2d immigrant. “Muniwipality, sverim” is inaffidient
an, div sive, but influentiaréa ethnic geographiv &% city, proGucing peisCption
of Canal Street as dividino/line between Crggle and Aligrican cultures. City
1curifies in 1852.

1836-2253 Municipal marl@ysystem begins sfeady expansipn. PubliCiniarkets open

1837

1837

Jbove (Poydras Maiket, St. Mary’s Mark®) and halow)(Waghiiigton Market)
old city, while o ginal French Marke? astablishehby Spantch administration,
enjoys its own/expansion. New Ofieant” munisipel mark{t'city grows steadily
to thirty-fouranits in 1911, becorifig largest ppcn’syftemyin nation.

Panic of 1627 and ensuing depreasion interr apts city’s economic bustle; mary
wealthy (it ens lose fortunes

Strong Jinrricane hits New (Ouleans, daiwiging stfpstures and flooding miyrsh-
es adjacent to Lake Pontchartrain.

1837-184/2/Gpulent “exchange titels,” builtin Firsténd Second municipgiities, com-

‘e lodging, dinind \Var kingfand confefence space under on€snot. St. Louis
Fxchange Hotel opens in predépainant!y ¢ \ssole First Municipaiity; domed St.
Charles Exchange Hotel opess i1 predonimantly Anglo Secon&Municipality.
Each becomes nuclei for seuipeting Civole-Anglo interests,an'l are described
as among most splendid Kotels in Americi. Both cater to extended-stay guests
during wintertime busif€ys season.

1830s-1840s New American.acithetics affect built environmsant: Creole architecture

1840

peaks and begins, t¢“d<cline in French Quarter; renlsled by Greek Revival,
which first arrived hete in 1808 from Northeagt. Ciulistic shift reflects larger
cultural changes¥a politics and society, from (GFole'to American.

New Orlear{ pypulation reaches 102,193 (59,519 whites; 23,448 black slaves;
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1840

140s

and 19,226 free people of color). City is third-largest in nation, the highest
ranking it wouldsavevachieve.

New Orleans is #ted ... as the fourth port in point of commerce in the world,
exsyeded onlythy London, Liverpool, and New York.”

Anvvine’s gpens in Frens Quarter. French'restaurant represents new natignar
ahenorenci (firsteeetlin New York City"i, 1830s) of “eating out” as delecis-
vle, higi-end ente{tiinment rather thapnicre necessity for hungry trantitrits.
Rel¢cated to prgant-day St. Louis Stiest site in 1866 and now city’s cidest
cont:nuilly operating enterprise, Aptaine’s represents culinary artifes of' mid-
ninutsenth-cenwry French cooking.

DerstrehanCalel dug to conneds vussissippi River Wiy, Bayou, byrataria and
Duratarigiidey. Canal helps devalo, West Bank; is expanded as “Tlirvey Clug?”
with madern locks in 1907 andxvidened as part of Gulf Intralgaftal Watbsway
in 1924

1340s-1910sTew Orleans contndps to grow in population, bétdeclines ift raak rela-

180

trinto other American cities. Increasing,rai'{o1d andsegnal conspetition for
NMilsissippi Valley tridevpartially explaihe, wity New “Srleans begins to fall
behind other citieg{see graphs, “Ney Ujleans’ Nicteoric Rize .. and Rela-
‘ive Decline, 1810-1660” and “Tracking®{ew Ozlean)’ Ascenwand Decline,
1790-2007").

War with Maxice breaks out folloxzing U.S. aniiixation oi"fexas. New Orle
ans plays préminent role as jumpiiiyoff poirit £9r trocps 21d munitions; loga!
Picayune dowspaper becomes inaior source™f wasg,reporting for nation. 1r
volvemelit symbolizes era (pastidularly 123($)50s) (vh:n New Orleans sgazed
as favored site for launching Catiipaignslor hdventusism and intrigue into fetin
Amer da

1840s-1850s Main era of Germa.iinmifraticn to NewgOrleans. Like Irish,*Germans

setile in dispersed pgidamn throughdut city peribhery, particularly iafLafayette
107! Third Municipail 57/ Somewhat bettar educated than Irishiods burdened
oy language barrier, Germang jnjill rith/Cultural and institufional traditions
into New Orleans society.

1840s-1850s Retailers migrate fr/m narrowsR oyl and Chartres streets to commodi-

ous Canal Street, until@iyw a mosdy; residential thorouw/!fare. Canal Street
becomes South’s prejgier" downtown shopping destindt 01 until 1960s.

Mid-1840s After seven failecitempts since Louisiana Purchats) New Orleans launch-

es a professionaiiystaffed Board of Health to unavsiand and improve city’s
terrible public-i¥alth crisis. Hard data and hofiyst dssessments of deplorable
conditions are finally documented, yet death raliincreases in ensuing decade,
in part becauys ot official complacency.
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Hlinois and Mighioa (I & M) Canal is completed across hundred-mile-long
“Chicago Porti ge,” providing waterborne passage between Great Lakes and
Gulf of Mexico watersheds. New western commerce opportunity fuels devel-
ofinwnt of Clyidago, while diminishing New Qrleans’ once-monopolistic cop
rolof Mississippi River s ipping traffic. I & v,Canal is supplanted in 1900 b}
larger Chiuigo Samitarmand Ship Canal.

Crevasstin levee s=5auvé Plantationfin¢lefferson Parish diverts rives water
intoawlands Fetween natural levee ot Mississippi and Metairie /A zentilly
ridgesy Water (1%, backswamp and /nulidates city from rear, to w'thu)blocks
of riverfrontmaivmerges 220 blogle, damages 2,000 structures, andisplaces
12000 resiveits. City infrastrycile is rebuilt withgSinds fronispecial tax.
“Satvé’s € revasse” ranks as New ' Trleans’ worst flood weitil Husrizane Kofina
tevee failawes of 2008.

18/44-1856/Jecaying Place d’Armel aixd surrounding bullaings afificiiovatedniagnifi-

cend'yw'ot. Louis Cathedsg'and twin Pontalba wildings constructednd abildo
and Presbytére renovatea*with Mansard rodts ind cunoias; AndrevinJackson
swtie installed; newly Tanced and landseaned,plaza resained Jackion Square.
Qutstanding work smatisforms dusty cgfipons intg place of loléndor, com-
letely intact todaynZast-iron galleries®an/ Pontalbanildinginstigate local
fashion craze anfi forever change streetscape 6f5rench Quarter, as iron-lace
galleries are adépd to numerous tawiins uses afia‘jtorehqiys.

1847-1858 Yellow f¢ver outbreak in 1847 <2 ms liv{s'crl over 2,300 New Orleanians;

1850

1850

1850

commence;era of terribly costiyzepidemics illing at least 22,500 in upcoming.
twelve y¢ary) disrupting nearly ¢wery aspdct ilife in{NOw Orleans. High death
tolls are a product of poor mavicipal gayitdtion, rertect habitat for irfvasive
Aedes(a gypti mosquito, an'1 terge numulrs of viiiprable residents, plinarily
Irisland German immigents.

New'Orleans population feaches 222,460 (91,431 whites; 18,068/ ack slaves;
1id 9,961 free peopl a! coldn), Despite growing population #ad booming
aconomy; city drops in rank frfiiythird{ar s€8t in nation in 1849 &’nfth-largest
in 1850.

New telegraph lines speed'city’s comuitujication links with adjacent cities and
points downriver.

3,700 miles of canal ciwsompleted in U.S. since Erie Csnal opened in 1825.
Waterway excavatioa4n North further threatens city's.orip on Mississippi and
Ohio Valley tradyg, Dut busy traffic on river obscules{zrowing threat on hori-
zon; New Orlens’ merchants focus on short-tasnispportunities and prosper
during antebellum ‘golden age.”
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a1 Y
road

18572

1850s

1850¢

1853

New railroads in Nodtheast give East Coast cities additional access to trans-
Appalachian regianyveven when canals freeze in winter. Railroads further
weaken New Cleai’s’ command of Mississippi Valley trade; there are now nu-
merous ways to get resources and cargo in and out of North American interior.
Tiajgportatigasosts decline for Western comymodities in Eastern urban mag
Q% city dweliiers thus 51/end less on food iidmore on manufactured gooas)
tudling incdsrializatic in North. Complagent business leaders in New Cre-
ans arge'wtsin bringing railroads and indueily to city, viewing traditiona s1fer
transportation assaivation.

As fidvery begfines most divisive is¢uen nation, racial tensions in‘reate local-
ly and rightssa€iiee people of colosure curtailed. City’s traditional Selibbean-
inluenced Uinge-tier racial castesystem begins to givesway to twditier (white/
hlack) ngion favored in rest of ni/ion. Some free Crecles of cala respontihy
departingvéor Mexico, furthel iminishing city’s gromwhite pOpyplatiofivia rate
antebéiin years.

52,08 immigrants arriveyie, New Orleans, alr.ast equgl.to numbeywsrived to
Dnston, Philadelphia, ana“Baltimore combii €d) City is.nifmary iminigration
vas’ in South and seC¥nd in nation (behui,New Yurk, for moit years be-
vween 1837 and 1849

Municipality system (1836) is abandonea; Lafayeeie incorgasated into New
Orleans. City emdsges from municij2’ily era with'hew Ancio-American eth-
nic dominationtsnd momentum toward uprivad expansiyi. City’s political
and econon(ic Zpicenter, includiiy [City HuJ\is reltcated from old city to
Faubourg £ +. Mary. Old housenumbering wvstem and ward boundaries e
updated

Localgnblishing industry ghifts its base/ rom Chaiires Street in old=ity to
Camp Cireet in Faubourg StMary, rei2éting incréssing influence of Anii€rican
side’of town. “Newspapls/ Flow /frefmins it ad around 300 bloc!, of Camp
Sfrlet until 1920s.

‘Zotton District” forms around.Gravier) (Tarondelet intersectit n.. Cotton fac-
tors and merchants form busy {+fancial Cstrict in heart of Fatlgurg St. Mary,
nerve center of Southern,co*o’1 econgmy. District survivesimb 1950s.

City’s worst yellow fever cpidemicCiaims at least 8,000/ijes, probably closer
to 12,000 (one-tenth tie lity); Irish'and German imymiorants suffer dispro-
portionately. City sticety are nearly deserted durino ssmmertime months.
While local press ndt¢r ously underreports stories oi j\ligue to avoid affecting
commercial intesastSynewspapers in rival Northdwifports, particularly New
York, document/Vew Orleans’ yellow fever misertes enthusiastically. Subse-

quent epidemics in 1854-55 continue sufferit.g/or city’s underclass.
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1855-1858 Three prominencmational churches arise in former city of Lafayette, now

1854

1357

1838

18870

1860

1860

186 s

1861

1862

Fourth District,a (vew Orleans. Predominantly Irish St. Alphonsus Church
(1855-58), Ge mar -language St. Mary’s Assumption (1858-60), and Franco-
phone Notre Dame de Bon Secours (1858) are erected in close proximity,
syluoslizinggeiltiethnic nature of uptown New Orleans in late antebellups
¢t Similar sivdation prejails in Third Distiies Many of these geographical)
oroximate tkarcheparivhes are merged psquind turn of twenty-first centa’y,
due toglmeled resgnges.

Hut.kane strikes cdastal Louisiana, soaking New Orleans and destre;sing
uttglijhotel rf@ust on Isle Derniére(( ast Island”). Death toll of Hver200
includes magpgrurominent New Qslvanians.

Ricye of (Cumus formed by nie a/from Mobile; help¢ iransforf2elebration
ot Mard: Gras from private fails and disorganizedi street magphem te public
parades nciful royalty, angwlaborate civic rituals, MardinGiy) celeDuated in
Lojfisiana since 1699, sog Gevelops into prentieroutwd@d culturalCrait dis-
tingwisliing New Orleansi=om other Americaiisities.

£ncther 4,800 New Qrleanians perish towyeiiow fefler,)city’s (e“pnd-worst
nlague. “Yellow jack™eath toll declines.neanly to zero during @l War years,
V'ue in large part to/sa itation efforts ulider ‘ederalacsupation,

New Orleans piipulation reaches 174,491 (143063 whies; 14,484 black
slaves; 10,939(trep people of colof). D¥spite g-oviing papiiition, New Orle-
ans’ rank amJng American cities (i¢glines, frm,tiird largest in 1840 to fifth
largest in 1859; to sixth-largest 1 300. Lag" aritebelluniyear also marks city/s
highest ratio 6f whites to blacks; nearly si¥*eg-one. 52000, blacks outnumber
whites bywstore than two-to-oie.

Thirt)0Hile-thousand miles ot railroagsrack crisicriss U.S,; railroad alid Janal
coniw8ition continues t¢ Pt intoNew Orleais™sommand of river ¢rade.

Thie: hurricanes bufiytecoastal Lotisiana viithin two months, clusing wide-
spi2ad damage and Gi'loss.

Barges replace flatboats on the rfiverfront:¥Old flatboat landing¥s replaced by
new docking facilities for powiered baiges; picturesque Missiusippi flatboats
from frontier era disappe/r from wa#ertrcnt, except for caal transport. “Prob-
ably we will never again/sép the oladqys of flatboats revivid.™

Louisiana secedes fr&m Union. Local Gen. P. G. T. (5 yaregard fires opening
shots at Fort Sunites: Civil War begins.

New Orleans, wikly defended by Confederagy sutcumbs peacefully to fed-
eral troops executing “Anaconda Plan” to encirely South by seizing Mississippi
River. War ends early for New Orleans as federal troops occupy city; South
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loses premier metropulis and critical grip on lower river. Region’s slave-based
plantation ecopamypwhich enriched white New Orleanians since colonial
times, collapse  for ver; era of human slavery in New Orleans draws to a close
after 143 years.

1862-186S Couth anciSouthefinagriculture devaststea; shipping commerce to Naw
Qrleans irlterfuptedpéaderal presence and‘pPast-war racial tensions alter s¢Cy!
1&ndscap®

1861518905 New socia’®ad urban factors aftost built environment. Cottagés, Uften
with.slave quarteivand courtyards, fiminish in popularity in FrenginQuarter;
rep:as-d by skictiun houses, which peak in popularity during turtiof-_entury
ea. Individialy crafted vernact!ar structures give way to quasi-mass-pro-
atcyd “cafaing "houses.

18641866 Smell But prominent Gred community foyliawfirst E(<térn Qriiadox
Churcn'sl Western Hemispaere. Holy Trinity Clearch becanis religigas Cent-
er ior Creek New Orleaniaits for century to cgdmdy Sixth Ward neight'sthood
around church’s 1222 No:th Dorgenois site Jgcomes g agraphicalnucleus of
(ire’k community.

1865-287/1 Nine tropical stgins and hurricane’ bajter Louidiana coastil region, caus-
‘ng varying amounts"of damage.

18567 Violentriot brea’zs but at Mechanics idst.tute, ifwhich mgetlv ex-Confederate
white Demé&sracg’and their allies engage black Kidica'*Repdblicans and theis
supporters, ‘assembled for Lowisiisia Consttutiona,Csnvention. Tragedw
claims doZons of lives (mostly®lack), injuréwoversl00, and presages heign
ened racial 1 :nsion and violence ™ Recolistrution(ars Louisiana.

1866-1867 Witlicity back under cifitian contreind no/gnger subject to milifary-en-
forced sanitation, public hearth troub!és return.Ciiolera strikes twice in 1866;
yellow'fever outbreakén 1M owin's yeik claims wyer 3,000 lives.

1867-187)i,Sugar planters, {26<ir g replacements Ter emancipated slaveypiiport Chi-
nese workers from Cuban playtions. Lif setfails, but brings srise!l number of
Chinese to city, some of whosevintually se¥ile in Third Ward an&form “China-
town” around 1100 blocle ot Tilane Avsnue. Others start family-owned laun-
dries dispersed widely thZbughout gitv.

1868  Enterprise on Delachaiiasstreet successfully manufagfises and sells ice, one
of first in nation. Year-r&and availability of ice allowmedrner grocers to carry
perishables, previoudiy limited by law (for health reasdns) to city-controlled
markets. Corner grocérs, often run by Sicilian imnii{rants, appear throughout
expanding resictatial areas. Parallel developn@at Jf refrigerated shipping in
this era enlarges meatpacking and other food 1¥tustries from local to national
scale, and expp/ids list of commodities transhipped at New Orleans.
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New state constitution is among most progressive in nation, extending suf-
frage to blacks whi e calling for integrated public schools and accommoda-
tions. But entrenched racial order from antebellum times eventually trumps
cdnsditution’ygaiins, as racial tensions increasgand federal troops depart in sub
{Syuent decadc.

State legivlature takesmction against pul lic health nuisance created bysity's
livestocimand mewttrrocessing industfly. New law treats butcheringtas vub-
lic ¢iflity, creating monopoly and centralizing and isolating slaughtirhouse
activi¥ies awaJ&om city populatién.®Outraged independent bjitchirs sue;
“Slaughterhgmse Case” arrives to J2S. Supreme Court, which deciaeg'in favor
or'state monwgroly in 1873. Logawny, court’s decisionmansolidates stockyards
andislaugiitering to Orleans/St. L frnard parish line; nutionally.isets copting-
rersial présedent limiting int{rHyetation of Fourtethth Amerfament.

1842s- 1875 Raitroads are built agoSe eastern marshes, “oinectifi Ciy with/klgolets,

18705

1870

St."Tantmany Parish, Miggissippi Gulf Coast, Ifabile, god points egoi,Speedy
{}aw transportation optioir'unites New Orle{ rsfwith coasiul areas aisd dimin-
icha's passenger stean/vat traffic to PortDoitshartraiiye’s Elysian Fields Ave-
i2ve lakefront. Recrgation spots, summe@®capes, fishing camp!. ai'd bedroom
¢ommunities for eas!y commuters deveiag along fdiiiyad, piivicuiarly in Bay
St. Louis area.

International axtKitectural styles begin to moGusiize gityssipe. Creole archi:
tecture disaj/peirs almost entirely, 5 lo antébl'am A mer! can styles (particu-
larly Greel“ Revival). Italianat&facades, heinsince,1850s via English “Pictal-
esque” nfOVhment, rise in popuiesity.

New (Pgleans population remshes 191,418 ninth !argest in nation. Emggipat-
ed slavog migrate to city in Guoves, doitling 186C:black population to'30,456
(26" psicent of total 1879 ropulitifn). Md¥ settle in back-of-tor'n; demo-
glabiiic pattern remains today, thowgh back{wdmp is drained.

Late 120 ¢ Settlement patterns Changeasince antfullum years. Expandéd streetcar net-

1870s

works allow affluent families, w'o tradiianally lived in innet“%ity, to move to
new garden (“trolley”) subuiths, once 4ccupied by poor Irish ai'd German im-
migrants in antebellum tithestMove 0pcis up housing opportunities for poor
in inner city, where jobslso exist) Tliroughout late 18€00¢ and early 1900s,
immigrants settle mqstly% ring of inexpensive, converisfitly located working-
class neighborhoodsiminediately surrounding CBD#he “immigrant belt.”

New Orleans anaexcw]efferson City, on uptown edst Iank, and Algiers, across
from French Qu/rter on West Bank, in 1870 atvollton joins city in 1874.
Wards and municipal districts are adjusted tiyi‘icorporate new city land. By
1880s, modu:n suape of Orleans Parish emerges.
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1872

1874

Sugar planters start"vecruiting peasants out of Sicily to work on Louisiana
plantations in } lace of emancipated slaves. Sicilians, long part of New Orleans’
tropical fruit trade, come by thousands between 1870s and 1900s. Most set-
tld 1iitower Feavch Quarter (“Little Palerma”) and predominate in and negs
Ifesch Markécuntil atquid World War I1.

r'vivate cympany excuwvates drainage cdhals in lakeside marshes. Althsugn
project dwentually ©i's, canals are later ficgrporated into successful mésicipal-
draiyfice effort /it 1896-1915, and remain in service today as the 17:}Street,
Orl&ays, and Eimadon Avenue outfau Cunals. All three waterways/conysibuted
to catastrophés iiooding followingurricane Katrina in 2008.

Cicpasse (it®Ronnet Carré send) Jiver water into Ifake "Pontci®. irain; Tune
winds provent lake’s normal glifow to gulf, allowir'g water lexs!s to rige 1n/a/i-
joining 13pw Basin drainageganal. On June 3, levéibreachas acT{agafittveliue
ang’inyndates area betwedn"®ld Basin and Neiv Dusin é@fidis up to [Ximpart
Strewsd Worst flood sincgfquvé’s Crevasse, thé RonnetyCarré Crevaene deluge
lustrates how man-madefnavigation canals|thifeaten povulation by¥bringing
[}9'and gulf water infG¥eart of city.

Metairie Cemetery is aid out on fornfer ra cetracks tircomes,mist famous of
numerous cemeteries on Metairie and Gentilly (idges. Topographic features
also host parks, talvgrounds, and otlie farge-sgale public larid uses which re-
quire well-draive’i land and proximity to city Lugiulation, (vit need too much
acreage to b( loated in city prope:

Violent riat Uetween Demodiatic®White gague arthRepublican Metropoli-
tan Policoss foot of Canal Street represenss £iashpoit of post-war raci/l tn-
sions./Zonflict involves thgmsands anc\produces,over 100 casualtiesgionu-
ment to* Battle of Liberty 1 Tace” late- Adf dicated a45ite becomes controversial
rem:fyger of racial discort/n modCrryimes; 64 alisk is eventually relé cated and
clye ed over with mgssagv of racidlsCceonciliatipn.

187051 ¢2Js Orthodox Jewish'peoplesmostly fifoin Poland and Russialief le between

Dryades Street and St. Charles \\’enue. i immigrants and thwir descendants
form “Dryades Street neightar'iood,” Nlew Orleans’ only populiirly recognized
Jewish neighborhood, distinct from éstadlished Reform Jewish community of
uptown. Jewish-owned slops on‘Txvzdes, and residendys #nd religious insti-
tutions riverside of QuyadCs, remain into 1960s-70s.

Late 1800s Emancipation ar?'pbst-war racial tensions polariz{ ).ouisiana’s historically

fluid sense of rasial Wentification into exclusive whitl:/black categories. Cre-
ole identity is #adefined by white narrative histarivas as exclusive domain of
white descendents of French and Spanish cd:ajiials, despite ample historical
use of term ;07 rranco-African-American community. Writers of the “local
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color” tradition romiaticize city’s history and Creole society; New Orleans
mythology is bgms aied survives to this day.

1875-1879 With sedimeitation of river channel delaying shipping traffic at mouth of

877

Migpissippi, Coot. James Eads constructs parallel jetties at South Pass. Struc-
turey constrany, water fibgy, increase velocity, niobilize sediment, and deepen
<hannel, & 1oying 6aati-going vessels to &nter river promptly. Coupled with
aevelopiimnt of baroey; growth of local 1hilrbad network, and improvingpco-
nomic cenditions,ids’ jetties help qltygrebound from post-war slémn. But
eng.)zering effert aiso diverts sediment away from Louisiana coast ¢2d onto
edg@f contigensal shelf, rather thah vuilding up marshes of birdfoot lelta.

Federal trosos withdraw; New (Drlzans’ turbulent occupation,and Recon-
stiustion Crmends.

Late 28/0s Garhage, waste, and excreraint, traditionally (iimped inté Mississippr at

1878

1876

1879

1880

1880

1880

variqus ‘uisance wharves”along riverfront, argmow loadeciunto basges’and
dulnpell in the middle of 1iwer below city limfitsiService 15vprovidediot by
city but by private voluritiry Citizens” Auxilisiy Sanitar,»Associatisn (1879),
hi'h also installs river pumps and pipes Yefiash out (ity)streets

Vvorst yellow fevergsbreak since 185fs cijims ovend, 000 lives

T. S. Hardee andrAuxiliary Sanitation Associaticn publish (1opographical and
Drainage Map sf5New Orleans and Suidot ndingsfinost accyipte city map of era.
1879 versiominciades first comprehensive elavalion preasuiements of city, af
one-foot coitonr interval.

Federal g&%ernment creates Viiasissippi fJavie Comuiiipsion, ending era of lo-
cal and state levee projects andicommemaing mogeri era of federal aut!iority
over £G4 and navigation ¢Ghérol of Mississippidyiver.

Ne{#Urleans populatior seficheg’Z 14 090; bl .cKpopulation 57,617 (27 per-
cn Oy By one accoupt, Ciyr’s ethiiig niix contprised “some 70,000 rench and
Jreoles, 30,000 Gelsyan's, 60,820 Negro€swna mulattoes ... 10,890 Mexicans,
Spanish and Italians [and] 8Q990 or $0.299... Anglo-Americans,” including
Irish.® City is now tenth-largest i nation, Uropping steadily fromw rank of third
in 1840.

Growing city boasts S66.nitles ofigirects, of which only(ifety-four miles are
paved. Of those, cobbleitanes cover 35 percent, pulveyizad oyster shells over-
lay 25 percent, stone, paving blocks cover 24 percensalid the remainder are
treated with stong fidzraents or planks.

Railroads nowlin/{ INew Orleans to Cairo, Illinois and points upriver, to Mobile
and points north arid east, to Morgan City and n/ints west, and to Donaldson-
ville across £ ¥g(via ferries). Network of tracks complements city’s shipping
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industry but pales siiomparison to those connecting emerging Midwestern
cities with northaascern metropolises.

Late 1800s-early 1900s emarkable era of innovation, particularly in electrification,
trameportatiot and communications, transforms cities and alters political
and*Cconomisgeograbinies. Progressive voices'nationwide actively proma’e
<leaning v dities, ittating improved watcy,sewerage, and drainage systeiiy
atid creatmg city parkiand playgrounds.(Ir: nsformations foster developspent
of Cenutiwl, Busineal District as non-r¢sidential inner core of high-rivg Cilice
buildfags, equiphed with telephones ana elevators. Office workers reljcate to
gardel (“trollé)?) suburbs and cofhnitute on electrified streetcafs ati, later,
autornobiles=$10bally, era witnesgeg snift in geo-political and econesiiic pow-
ertrom one w'sed on sea to ong baged on land. NewyQrleans, founded for its
sivel/seasposition and overly depndent on waterborisl transpaytation, /8ill-
preparea {ar modern era.

Latg1500s/carly 1900s “Local colorliterary tradition [lotrishe@iiCicy. Wrileig such
as Unatge Washington Ga'yle, Kate Chopin, Cilarles Ggyarré, Gracgiiing, and
Bafcadio Hearn help mytliSlogize New Orle{usfin public 1itind, forniing foun-
¢atidn of modern-day tearism economy:

1882 ( "Shinese Mission, fliur ded on South Literty Street,dihws ChinesGimmigrants
to Third Ward back-of-town; Chinatown tormg @i&und 1100khlock of Tulane
Avenue and survives until 1937.

1084-1885 World’s sixdustrial and Cottoft/Zentennfaiykxpofitiop held at Audubos
Park. Exposiaion fails commerciully, but sficceeds in iiiping develop serfl
rural uptesyy’into prosperousytrotley sylusbs witiqutstanding urban park
and univassity campuses. Event also offeis’patiopai@nd international zeriue
for Lomisiana artists and wyiters, who gyir prominerice afterwards.

1885-early (1900s First local cooXi'goks pmbiisiied, ddCamenting city’s foodways and
h¢iping form national cégnizancy ot ¢istinctive [lew Orleans cuisine, Publica-
tions coincide with/riie'n tourism, fueled Uy*World’s Industrial tsid Cotton
Céntennial Exhibitionn Audsbon Pafk) rising leisure class, (ailroad travel,
and “local color” literary genrtw’Now a“-qajor source of locihidentity, city’s
food heritage is pillar of mot'era tourigm industry.

1888  Strong hurricane, worst shace 1837, %trikes New Orlegiis; causes extensive
structural damage, flo¢ds/some areas with rainfall, a;xd downs recently in-
stalled telephone and clastrical lines.

1890 New Orleans popwlalion reaches 242,039, twelfiylargest in nation. Black
population is 64,4 5%(27 percent).

1890-1891 Murder of Police Chief David Hennessy!lamed on Sicilian mobsters;
eleven Siciliah< held at Parish Prison are lynched in retaliation. Incident leads
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to international crigishetween Italy and U.S.; leaves deep scars in Sicilian com-
munity, contribatingto its social isolation in “Little Palermo” (lower French
Quarter) at tuia-of! century.

1890s-1902s, Arabi stidivision develops upon old Le Beau plantation immediately
belcwv Newntvleans, Mitnging upper St. Barnard Parish area into urbanized
Nga.

1890:-1220s &Tiiner Foulker tract and AllardsPidntation landscaped into Auci/bbn
Parltand City Pgily, respectively.

2291-1909( Kisident/a Jrarks” created uptiwn along St. Charles Avenu¢. Ro;a Park,
Audubon Pl&&y, and other exclusiveresidential streets represent early form of
zaning and, ot4ing” of commun/ties.

1893 “wExtremé.ypowerful hurricarlel devastates coastalouisiana@iid Gulil.ouit,
killing'qvi'r 2,000.

189271895 ity council empowpss itew Drainage Adwisory Beard to studysand solve
&ity’s age-old drainage problem. Board collgCrsgvast amowat of scidatific and
¢agneering data, develaps large-scale topogeaphic min, “nd propbhses plan to
Wrain water off naturarievee to low pointin Ceéntral gity, then plimi» it through
vanals into adjacer’ ) kes. Constructivm,bgins i=1196 andsprogresses sub-
stantially following 1899 bond issue.

18947 Tulane Uniyer:ity relocates uptown, after sixty jes.rs dowacwn as antecedent
institutions. Cpiversity area” forias fis Loydz Wnive!sityimoves next door ii.
early 19004 Twin campuses impaiwvital chiracter to uptown, helping formfa/-
fluent neigixborhoods with hight'y €ducatcatmsidentiaipopulation, many from
out-of-towil.

1894  Errativt?352 house-numbtuing systeii’is replacelwith logical systeriniti use
tod®y, 1h which addresse{iafremetit/sv 100 pe'c brock, with odd nurdibers indi-
c{tily lakeside or dowmniiver sides,Flrort refiegts Progressive Eraisinsibilities
5rimproved munici 2. s/ rvices

18903)1500s Research conducted at Audabon 1wk refines methods fe spurifying river
water for residential use. Shirtiy thereafter, purification andfaistribution plant
is constructed in Carrolltgn,bringing*ei s into modern age ot municipal water
systems. Carrollton site provides@gorpriate riverside l(igagion and elevation
to draw water from Misuiss ippi, remove sediment, adddime and sulfate of iron
for softening, purify,it With chloride gas, and storez, I1igh-lift pumps then
distribute water to_cicw residents everywhere except ‘igiers, which is served
through similar Wast Bank system.

1890s-1900s Steel-frame Construction and concrete'ni.ings are introduced to New
Orleans; fir§tg@eration of high-rises erected in CBD and upper French Quar-
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ter transforms city s slyline.

1893-1898 Streetcar li'es ae electrified throughout city.

1895

Conflagrationdestroys much of Algiers, last of great city fires. Algiers rebuilds
in‘grs of latéWiltorian,architecture, giving (adern-day Algiers Point neigli®
horhood asguaint, turidsi-century ambiente.

1896-22135 Follariing twosvedrs of research and,design (and financing in 1879 a

189¢

1827

world-cld¥s drainag&'system is installeld t) remove runoff and standiriguvater
in lotwlving bat'sswamp. System radically alters geography of New Usleans:
sw{my and nfa Shes disappear; urtan development begins to sp -ead toward
lake; middle®&ass whites move of 'nasural levee and into new lakefront suburbs
which explicitly exclude blacky tnrough deed covefiimts). Crastent-shaped

wistoric Ivy Orleans gives wajztc modern twentiefhyCentury faciropolid.

St. Augustine Catholic Chitreh parishioner Homos Plessystasts post-feacon-
strfictign Jim Crow laws bz sitting in whites-op iz train ca.,1892). L2424 case
regarding his arrest backn s in historic 1896 Stpremé Court decifich: Plessy
v Terguson establishes “separate but equal” 13571 precgeant, entrapciiing seg-
regation in South fornext half-century. Fuhlidfacilities New O\ilcans, from
sureetcars to schoolsta department stofes, yre legalijisegregatéd by race. Case
is viewed as the con€iuding chapter of tit’’Amerisanization‘orNew Orleans’
Caribbean-influtaced system of racizlidentity.

Alderman $idtioy Story sponsors ardinance o Can prostidation throughous
city, exceptinfiteen-block neighbdood ben'nd Frerish € uarter. Subsequent
ordinance‘seates second zone™ 'fmg nearbynGravier Street. Laws succeed iz
controlling | prostitution, butqinadvertertlv, dreate(vilrant and conspigmqus
red-light districts, dubbed “St&i yville” (nd) “Black Csoryville” respectivelv.Gto-
ryvill(bi'comes nationally notoriousnd helps antrm New Orleans™anient
repiivivion for debauche(y swhileslsoincubatitigisome of city’s musical gen-
iysactoryville closes in 491 / by ¢:der of U.S Navy; forming “sportinghouses”
aue Gemolished aroy'n/. 1940 for Iberville Howsing Project.

1899,1582 Sicilian-born Vaccaro brothzis and Rissian-born SamuelZemurray inde-

pendently start importing Kangnas from Central America /imough New Or-
leans. Vaccaros’ firm growtwinto Stanaird Fruit; Zemurrays*Cuyamel Fruit
later merges with Unitea Tsuit. Raftalja Companies tigh#ehcity’s grip on na-
tion’s tropical fruit indtstr, attained in antebellum tipses via shipping routes
with Sicily. Companieswgtablish close ties between city asid Central American
republics, particulaily” iTonduras, deeply influencing(nblitical and economic
landscape of Centrai®imerica for years to come, Hya{lurans immigrate to city
in modest nunm<rs throughout twentieth centyry, giving New Orleans one of
largest transplanted Catracho populations. Noagc currently reside in Kenner,
Metairie, and, 1y ad-City.
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Turn-of-century Jazz muaicabstyle emerges from myriad local and regional influences;

1900

190

soon diffuses r.atio; wide and worldwide with help from Tin Pan Alley music
industry and nascent recording technologies. Jazz becomes “sound track” of.
Wediirn worlgrom 1920s to World War IIsand is commonly recognized an
1Ny Orleans™inost sigruicant cultural confiihution.

(New Ori¥ns population reaches 287,1(4; black population 77,714 (27%pet-
cent). City remaintvelfth-largest in nfitipn

RacariSt erupts réllowing violent egmhange between police officerspa'back-
to-iafrica advodale Robert Charles. Tacident, which occurs in pegr./solated
Back-of-town atea settled by eming.pated slaves, is often described as city’s
1ascymajor tese riot, attesting /¢ relatively peaceful’rage relatitnd here. But
neighboshodd, present-day Geiyzal City, remains tfoubled today.

Earlyw~00s,Ste.=2-powered riverbsats are gradually repluced by tuaiirges and Other

pet:olelim-powered vessels¥or freight shippin’z. Tights ana*vounds ¢lxteam-
hoats crowding riverfrout cisappear from Mispissippi Flwer, excepiyfor excur-
(o1 vessels, many of xzhich carry local jaZahaiids to iifterior citids

1901-2929s Dock Board m@¢ernizes port facilitied), constrinting rivefid: warehous-

1991

_s, grain elevators, caials, and new docki¥ space

Louis Armstromg vorn in back-of-t&dvr, as jagiyera emgipes. New Orleans’
most famous,scif greatly enhances.sity’s image i eyesot world, but city fails
to embrace i\ rnistrong until years Wer his dedt!, everideriolishing his neigh-
borhood ifi*4950s for new City Tfall complex

1904-1920 and 1526 Algiers residentyMayor Aartin Behirinan oversees impeictant

1905

civic iffigrovements, includiiyg modernisition ofpirainage, sewerage, (ind wa-
ter gystems; expansion oficity servicatnd puklicieducation; and creation of
PubueBelt Railroad.

Swver 400 people divin ity’s€and natiofia) last yellow fever €niaémic. Poor
Sicilian immigrants living in ¢f@wded ¢bn ditions in lower FrepndaQuarter are
blamed for outbreak. After Aeacs aegypti Wwidentified as vectorjmew drainage
and potable-water systems, (¢fiminatiliy mosquito-breeding n’iddles and cis-
terns) finally end century old publigheal’h problem.

1905-1910 New home construciian commences in recently plgtiad Lakeview subdivi-

sion, drained from marsi{ only a few years earlier. Lp:eView develops mostly
during 1910s-40g, Ec2ming comfortable and stable “siiddle-class inner sub-
urb. Deed coveriipnts Testrict home ownership to ‘“Wh'tes only, affecting city’s
racial geography):s middle-class white families*leapfrog” over black back-of-
town to settle in drained marshes.
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1906

1910

191vs

Continuing spirit @if%nunicipal improvements ongoing since 1890s, Olive
Stallings establighes®ity’s first playground for neighborhood children. Stall-
ings leads new Play grounds Commission in 1911 and eventually wills a por-
tion of her estate to city’s public playgrounds and pools, leading to birth of.
N/ Drleangcreation Department.

Wew Orlelrsipopuiatiofi reaches 339,075; "alack population 89,262 (26 Hix
dent). Ciendrops to tifeenth-largest in nitic n.

Arcliitectural styies, change: Creole coieges and shotgun houses dgcliite in
popzlaiity, replaced by Craftsman, @ity Beautiful, and Californig#sigzie bun-
galcuz. Three-lay townhouses give Wway to “catalog” framehousel)vilas, and
ather structara: typologies and st Zles.

1910s{120s Gefiiilly is developed opsan<. near Gentilly Ridge topograpiiic featiri-in

Seventhyaiid Eighth wards. New' suburb, with noli-Bative arl:Kifecturarvsyles
and spasious green surropadings, expands citystoward nexwy drainad take-
froat. I eed covenants restiiat sales to whites gy

1210s-1922 New Orleans continues to grow in popuacion, wisle stabiliging in rank

1601

1912

relddive to other Amelican cities at arountichetifteenth tirgest cifyiii U.S. (see
giaph, “Tracking New; Orleans’ Ascenf aiiyl Declint, 1790-2627"). Shipping
und industrial activiy relating to two woi'd warshelps) expliisuspension of
city’s steady dec!ne in national rankizig

City’s thirtpefourth municipal market opens, bis, prowes W0 be last, as com
petition froiz vbiquitous cornar yiscery storas takesytol on old centralizad
stall markeus, Automobiles, superinarkets, fhanchiges, suburbanization, an?
globaliz¢ f)od production agadistribution yend€: system obsolete bymaid-
twentieth century.

St. Gharles Hotel launches national 1341 xetingsaiiipaign billing New Orleans
as1te¢ City Care Forgot“Effort'nelp} instill s2agan into national lcégon.

1914-1943, World War I raf= i1 Eurtpe; city bemalics from war-reldind iiicrease in

1915

1917

river traffic. Local German cqfispunity’ is devastated by stigmawsl enemy as-
sociation; most German culturd instituti®ns and public traditens in city are
permanently silenced.

Hurricane strikes New Qri¥ans 1egior), damaging 25,0QU siructures, causing
flooding, inflicting $13"“m.lion in expenses, and killing 275 Louisianians, in-
cluding twenty-four 1n tagic Rigolets incident. Elepan“major churches lose
their steeples or tgw<is’ Antebellum landmarks Old Fiench Opera House and
former St. Louistotel are heavily damaged; latudt/is subsequently demol-

ished.

Xavier Univiisisy founded. Nation’s only black Catholic institution of higher
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learning reflects New*Qrleans’ distinct Creole heritage.

1918-1923 Dock Boar¢ excjvates Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (“Industrial Canal”)
on old Ursuline ¥uns holding in Ninth Ward; canal and locks connect river
anghlake, providing shortcut to gulf and opening up new deep-water whart
snact. Muchaiort actifiyshifts to Industrip’ Canal by mid-1900s, but retur:'s
wyriver byltusn of twanuy-first century. Calied\benefits port but isolates Lo
Jinth Wand from reswof city, while dangrcusly introducing surge-propeywa-
terways ato urbat:/n erior.

1991 Immense base toArmy Quartermgter Corps is constructed at f5@8, 0f new
Inaustrial Cantll changing face of Winth Ward riverfront and “werienting
riilitary pre:ence in New Orlean(, Buse serves as Port of Embarkation during
vwoild Wet'Th, Army transfers Kazetto Navy in 1966; Navy prepiecs to depart
in 2009+ 5utare of Naval Supyf¢iwActivity is currentlyunder déiscussion.

1915 % OldFrels»ch Opera House hyrns. Demise of Boughatt Streetiindmarkhuilt in
189, si mbolizes end of centuries-old cultural'exshange bewveen Fraiste and
New Orleans; helps lauri¢h/appreciation for gigcaying Faach Quatier.

970  (N\&v Orleans populationreaches 387,219, sevinteenth iirgest in-nution; black
population is 100,959,(26 percent).

192.(5%1930s Writers, artists, and intellectuals are drawiyo Quarters Swshemian ambi-
ence and cheansrerits; many live witidp’a few Bigcks of gish other, fostering
intellectual 4atedction. Together with “local 50184 erpof lule nineteenth cen
tury, “Frencl,Quarter Renaissance™yats New!Orleansignnap as great literasy
city.

1922 New Orleains Public Service,Iris. gainseant£ol of ill streetcar lines, elevtrical
servig€and natural gas digiithution in‘wity. Deggde of 1920s marks fpex for
streptear system, with over 220 track'zhi'es spannisig from West End to Lower
NinttrWard and on nearlyavery {(ptD yn river-parallel street betwe€.nDryades
ati¢‘Ichoupitoulas. f0aauing forty“years sel gradual transition ti4tbber-tire
bafes and terminatiGiigl 90 pertant of mileage.

1922 | Association of Commerce Gonvention aisd Tourism Bureay vegins promot-
ing New Orleans as “Americs’ Most Interesting City,” to cus teract languid,
anti-business connotatior's ot “City#hat \Jare Forgot.”

1926-1934 Ambitious Lakefroats/lroject protects city from Sterm-driven lake and
gulf surges while creatuty high, scenic acreage for regideiices, parks, facilities,
and airport. Projact fa<ically alters shape and topography of city; accelerates
movement of popwlation toward Lake Pontchartrait

1926-1935 With modern technology enabling road{sgastruction through swamps,
new Airline/ {iltway antiquates historic River Koad as main terrestrial con-
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1927

nection between News, Orleans and Baton Rouge. Highway soon draws old
riverfront communities away from Mississippi, but itselfis superceded by I-10
forty years late

Grept Mississipoi River Flood inundates 26,000 square miles from Cairo to
gulipkills hanilreds, digplaces half-million and threatens New Orleans. City
wnspared (rom rivenflooding, but contréwarsial dynamiting of levee ig{ 5
vernard @nd Plaqueri¥ines parishes to elsute metropolis’ safety creates=fast-
ing ill-wi'l betweenlaity dwellers and furpl neighbors. Nation’s worstpaciral
disayer transfor s federal river-control policy (through Flood Contril Act of
1926 ) from “!€wes-only” to one o riussively augmented levees( tlogdwalls,
spillways, comtrol structures, resepwirs, canals, revetments, and otiiel devices
thivoughout Wssissippi Valley. ProfSundly influentialsct puts federal govern-
nert in £90d control busines$, ifandating federal finxicial andienginefiing
responsiutlity for controlling (Vississippi and otlhis rivers, (0119 immaaizing
govertinent from liability showld these systems fau:

10235-1940021d Basin (Carongiplet) and New Basitacanalsg rendered osalete by

¥ilroads, highways, and Uirges, are incremd{ndlly filled 11%, openingwup valu-
anls ingress/egress coriidors to downtown. Eormer Ead'of New R7sin Canal
wter becomes Pontghartrain Expresswayignht-of-wav.

Lates2920s Highway 11 Bridge erected over eastern Lak¢ fantcharfinin increases au-

2729

1930

tomobile access & Slidell and poinfs/ist. News bridges aver Chef Menteur
and Rigolets pafs’s speed up trip to coastal Miowissippi

St. CharlestAvenue between Lee*qircle and!JaCkson Averiue is zoned for lidtit
industrialase, leading to defhalitton of A3, homes»Twenty-four years later,
area is resatied to eight-story wommerciaiGistricty exCouraging constry'ction
oflargeyscale edifices. Zonimg.changes «lte: charasterrof once-elegant lowwer St.
Charlesto motley mix of retilers an{i/0ben lots'a'vid occasional old héines.

N Orleans populaticiwreaches 458 762; blackpopulation 129,622128 per-
aon?). City is sixteey th 1rgest,in nation.

19304-1241 New Deal agencies Work{ I't5grestiAuministration and Rfibiic Works Ad-

ministration execute numefou} projects citywide, renovatizig, historic struc-
tures, rebuilding aging infréstructures2iid documenting city ¥past.

1934-1938 Public Works Adnfii¥istration nguovates French Méxket, restoring cir-

1935

ca-1813 Butchers Mugke, reconstructing Bazaar Marlist,/remodeling Vegeta-
ble Market, demolisiiing Red Store, adding Fish M{r <, and razing Gallatin
Street for new Falmers Market and Flea Market psvilions.

Huey P. Long D¥ dge, first across lower MissiggiaprRiver, links east and west
banks of Jefferson Parish. Built for both railroadind automotive traffic, bridge
ends era of tri/i ferries and sparks development in semi-rural Jefferson Parish.
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Hair-raising “Huey, 1*%Jater proves inadequate for modern vehicular traffic; is
currently undergaiugwidening.

State constitutiCifauthorizes city to preserve French Quarter. Vieux Carré
Cgmamission guards nation’s second legally protected major historic district
(afte’ Charlasion); bufitlings deemed architecturally and historically signi‘-
oant are plesgrved aind tield to certain stantusds. By saving city’s iconic nefgis
vorhooawftort creatds bedrock of futui> teurism industry and helps ingpire
protection of otheastoric areas.

Chiratown at 1180 Tulane Avenuewis razed; small Chinese mersimnt’com-
munity relocac(s'to S00 block of Boutbon Street, where it surviveliin r>mnant
form into 14805

1937,15%3 ‘Housihg Authority of Naw Orleans (HANQ)ciears séietted hidtoiic

1940

1940

iieighbarn¥ods to construct subsidized housing projucts. Six exansjve weas,
includir'g former Storyvills'and portions of Treymé and the tish Channey, are
levillec) isolated from strees grid, and rebuilt{( 1940-43) with gardelapart-
ments to be rented at sutidized rates to thesgoor. Tholuon highe elevation
il tite front-of-town 2ze reserved for whileg,oiity; those 'n lowel ; Jots in the
back-of-town are blds;only. Later populated almost exclusiveljaby the city’s
poorest African-Aier cans, the Iberville, Kiver Garain (St. Thofaas), Lafitte,
Guste (Melpomene), C. J. Peete (Magnolia), BT, Coopon(Calliope), St.
Bernard, Florida,"Fischer, and Abuliddhce Sgmar¢ (Desize *public housing
projects radica’winfluence geographies of racewgid class'iii’he late twentieth
century. Vie{vec'by many as “wares0iises” fdr biverty and vice, some projects
are demolithed and rebuilt with,mxed-incCre New Urbanist designs in ear]y
2000s.

New (¢leans population resshes 494,537, blackpopulation 149,034 (09 per-
cent). Uity is fifteenth-largedsin natidp, faining sl'gatly in rank due to ¢pres-
siofera migration from il regighs, WPirelated job opportutiities, and
el dyment in indugtriesvelating e/ impen/iiniy war.

1.foisant Airfield is establishedsin Tsolatcd) trick-farming comriyurity of Ken-
ner, to supplant Lakefront Airpait. Owiiid by City of New Cileans, Moisant
begins commercial servige iiy,146 and\is renamed New Or!a1 s International
Airport in 1960. Connecttd with city Oy 2 irline Highway, airport fuels growth
of Kenner before East Jeffarson Pash levelops. Gap fillsifi intirely with com-
pletion of I-10 and Yetésins Boulevard by 1970s. Aifngjt is renamed Louis
Armstrong-New Orleans International in 2001, bifincode MSY (allegedly
“Moisant Stock Yards?) remains. Airport’s runwayseri¢ntation and small size
are now seen as o atacles to air traffic; new airporisites west and east of city
are proposed in 1290s-2000s.

1941-194S5 As natioi, 0 suts World War II, New Orleans plays disproportionately sig-
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1940s

¥940s

i

1945

nificant role in war, dwmajor ingress and egress for matériel and troops, base
for ships and airamf;und manufacturing center for Higgins landing craft (used
during D-Day {ind \ther amphibious assaults). Navy commissions Naval Air
Reserve Air Base on recently constructed lakefront, making area beehive of ac-
tivityrduringgsy years. Troops on leave in citszhelp transform Bourbon Stregs
1m bohemiai night{po"to world-famougted-light district.

rederal ¢oernment éncourages develop nent of petrochemical refiningeppa-
bility in"segion. Butgiic River Road bdtwpen New Orleans and BatoinKJolge
trangfarms fron: agrarian landscape of decaying antebellum homes ¢, one of
petdGghemica Infineries and indusirial facilities. Region today if “lri{ustrial
Corridor” tgmanne, “Cancer Alley”o others.

Diack Crebivg begin migrating 10 whr-related jobs in Jura Crow-fizc California.
Railroad corinections betweeflif'ew Orleans and Lbs¥ingelegsgive latter City/a
signifidaipopulation of NewsUrleans Creoles (ahwell asel,0Citiana @aiutis),
whiCh remains to this day,

German U-boat sinks Rul e/t E. Lee near moy®.of Miss cgivpi, killfag twenty-
five, before it too is dastroyed. Other eneinyz subs disfup) shippinsin Gulf of
Mexico and bring wanto Louisiana coast, 2% in colonial daysgi¥ew Orleans’
position on river n{akes it valuable, bufalsg vulnerahis,

G.I. Bill, passediin anticipation of rtillions of iaturning“\sterans, provides
low-interest lofir:sitoward purchas®ot riew hores)Housify fhortages in most
American cr.eg lead young famili€ o settldmunew fHeripheral subdivisions
driving initéarvave of post-Worid,War II s’buibanizatiéfs. Infrastructure gf1%
commergayfoilow new subuthariites, enfegiraging ferther urban sprawl. In
New Orieadis, most post-war wubdivisigns“eccupy tew-lying terrain dianied
only rpgently of swamp watges:

Gedafdpher Gilbert E. Vi lite publisuds HunfuimAdjustment to Flaods. Influ-
erfdnl study finds that 1an-madi flos d-contwol Structures parademically tend
tayticrease flood darlial e by inspiring overcoriidence in the centil of nature
axd encouraging humdais to move intd Bigh-risk areas (“Floddsiare ‘acts of
God, but flood losses are largel wacts or f:an.”) So-called “levineffect” occurs
throughout coastal Louisialia/luringéwentieth century, a| sy7amp drainage
and levee construction cieat? valuabic iipw real estate and lure more people
into increasingly risky azegs.

1946-1961 Mayor de Lesseps “Zhep” Morrison oversees post-war modernization of

city’s infrastructure/»‘ryrm of old-style political mackiiries, and establishment
of new commereial tes with Latin America. Brasi it-inspired City Hall com-
plex, train statiay, airport, improved rail/stregt,.ci¢ ssings, more buses, fewer
streetcars, and bridges over both river and lakig/e among the changes of Mor-
rison era.
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New York City buitGing czar Robert Moses submits “Arterial Plan for New
Orleans” to guidasm&dernization of city’s transportation system. Most contro-
versial compor ent/ ntails connecting points east with West Bank by running
elevated expressway in front of French Quarter. Funding arrives for “River-
frén GExpresqay” in 1964, launching bitter,Sfoht among New Orleanians fou
{emainder 01 1960s oler undamental notibiiwof preservation and progress.

Sthwegnivan Brotheiw Giant Supermarletiopens on St. Claude and Elypian
Fields; 592,000-squini-foot grocery stéregis city’s first modern supebmaricet.
Mol yfollow, en-ouraged by increasing automobile dependence andsfight to
subfifs. Trenfiweventually spell ddorirfor most corner grocery ¢iore), street

venadrs, and=manicipal markets,Zf0d retail, once micro-scale an@spatially
diwersed, béwiimes concentrated @id less reflective oflocal fooa'sulture.

Tenness'e Williams™ A StreefCondNamed Desire debuts on stage. Play,irsiills
New (Jriyans mystique andmeuse of place into ihillions af tidatergdurs dnd
latel"maviegoers; becomed niwst famous work o Fiench @fiar ter literfir ypcom-
muikity, active in 1920s-40¢

Tou'teen years after zegion’s first offshoresou“well is'drjlled, Pfesilent Tru-
man offers Louisiand wll royalties and leaseids for near-shore/ulls and 37.5
percent of those falthir out. State rejelts oifer in haris of more ilisrative deal,
which never comes. Decision costs state billions’0fdotlarsfower next six dec-
ades; is only partially remedied wheiZ006 lawsdurécts 37,5 Percent of future
offshore royaltits'to four gulf states.

2247-1965 Upturnwinropical activity praduces ei’ht nurricanes affecting Louisigi

1947

coast, inclading two serious strikey to NedwQrleans puaper.

Late summer hurricane strik& New (Irijans reg.an while on northwestern
track ‘gward Baton Rouge: Winds ofsgver 100 1/a/pir. buffet city; sma'l s.orm
surdeffoods lightly deveiCped easterirampaltswof metropolis as well as Jef-
fef3wn Parish. Damagestamount (9 $700 miltou; fifty-one peopleserish. Un-
nonied “Hurricane 0f/1747,” as well as syubdequent Septembar 1248 storm,
1.%pires additional level constzmiciion a’ule lake shore and adjlcent marshes.

1942/1950s Federal Housing Act of ({949 leads to expansion of city ssubsidized public

1950

1950

housing developments. S¢eand-genaration structures lack Gie local designs,
solid construction, and indmate setliiys of original circaf#240 buildings.

New Orleans populasiorf reaches 570,445, sixteenth-slgest in nation; black
population 181,775422 percent).

Louisiana Landiiprks Society founded to presgrvithistorically and architec-
turally significat’ structures; mission is laterg@spaiided to preserve historic
neighborhoods and fight inappropriate develd] ment. Society saves many of
city’s famoushaildings and fosters appreciation for historical architecture.
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Cut off by IndustniainCanal, low-lying “New Orleans East” remains mostly
rural except forsingiess/egress services along Chef Menteur Highway and
citrus orchard: an¢ recreational camps along Hayne Boulevard. First mod-
ern subdivisions appear along Dowman Road and Chef Menteur in the early,
19503 followahby aggressive development in, the 1960s-70s when Interstats
['8%s built, Iiiseallatiol (0] "drainage system(pacedes urbanization; unlike tie
cirta-190C¢y stemuyeswof the Industrial &arlal, this one is designed to st
wuddegeliCivy raiggiull runoff in lagoons'arid open canals, thereby requicing
less pumping capacity to remove it to Lak2 Pontchartrain.

Bro@iyw. Board pfEducation Suprenie Gourt decision reverses locfily ¢riginat-
ed 1596 Plesssv. Ferguson ruling oi#“separate but equal” public scho¥lS. Ruling
ses legal stagecror end of de jureségregation of schog's,and publis accommo-
dations iz South. During next'di ade and particularl #after Givil Rightg¥ict
in 1964, Jim Crow gradually’ (i5appears from stycatcars, biscg deparsment
stores, s -hiools, housing, reltatrants, and facilities."€hange is, often accOmpa-
ni¢d by protests and tensitis, but rarely violenge

A" but two streetcar lines®™=Canal and St. Chiarfes—are alscontinued! in fa-
varoof rubber-tire buges:

Tnion Passenger Terniinal opens neal nref ent-day.tinyola Aveilze. New sta-
tion unifies (hence the name) numerous passenfenlines aihleads to closing
of turn-of-centurywtations located thic’Ughout gity,includingwo picturesque
structures neanB ench Quarter. Consolidatioigt railroads'tracks within re;
cently filledfin New Basin Canal #5/it-of-wiiy i€avesimar ; old rail corridors
abandonec throughout city, mway 3ill owiiad by railroad companies.

1954-1962 Old r¥ser Control Structtie is built (& n2gulate’low among Missigsippi,

Red, 3nd Atchafalaya riverspaddressir p dirca-1830s intervention whieh, aid-
ed pav.gation interests buttgadvert{ntly altereds;stem’s hydrology."Shne of
wollls great engineerin /ol ojecss, FPId Rive” ensures that Missi:sippi will
nbt dbandon channghan® jump ed Atchftalhya (leaving New(Wsleans on
crongated brackish‘oev) oy alfesating flowsat government-appriwad seventy-
shirty ratio between the two rjv3s.

1955-2956 New technology of pacién/ cargchinto standardized cdatciners and han-

1955

dling them in mass-produttion modé i ship to truck or train rapidly trans-
forms world’s ports. Comfainerizav an’ends centuries-old [ingshoremen cul-
ture in port cities, alters ggography of urban waterfron{sshad allows new small
ports to compete with o1d major ports. With contaiffsization, great ports no
longer need greatyportlities. Port and city of New Q+1fans are deeply affected
by new technolog

Pontchartrain Park subdivision, with its disti{.s* ve curvilinear street network
and golf cours, Is built in lakeside Seabrook section of Ninth Ward. First
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modern suburbanstjle development for black New Orleanians (funded by
whites) draws midaie-class families, many of them black Creoles, out of his-
torical neighbc rho¢ ds to settle in eastern lakeside section of parish.

Lizspoln Beaclija lakefront recreational destination for black New Orleanians
pro:ibited shipugh JiiCrow laws from using'nearby Pontchartrain Beaa,
opens alofig HaynéessRoulevard. An integfalichildhood memory of a gentia
ton of Alican-Ametivans, Lincoln Bead ré mains open until Civil RighsgAct
in 1964 prohibits Yieirimination at pyblis facilities. A few vestiges difactuty
remd A in ruins; oady.

Fecaril Aid Highway Act is signea*sy President Eisenhower, ciymp.encing
Iistoric effact 1o build interstate(higaway system. New Orleans,is eventually
COupected tanation via I-10 anft 1,610 plus nearby I-27,,1-55, arfii*59. One of
world’s Iangest causeways corltists rural St. TammanjyParishagith metropol-
tan Jefle’yon Parish, openingi&iorida Parishes to sshurbamexwasion ™A closs
theddke becomes “the noftirvhore” in local parlan®e, pariuiarly aft¢r sgcond
spainis‘opened in 1965 gnd exodus increases.Region’s, first modesn,tunnels
Open on West Bank of Jeilerson Parish, while flow-infanivus “Carréllton In-
tamsnange” is complefedynear Orleans/East Rank-Jeflarson Parisl Jine. Most
imajor modern transportation corridorg’ainy built inéhe fifteen,7zea s following
956, radically alteiiny cityscape and urbei! geogrépii,hof regidn,

First downtown Mississippi River Tirfiige opems. Bridgino of river furthers
West Bank devidis pment; comes at expense ol sqores of niz*oric structures in
Lee Circle afea;Second span is ety/ti:d in lai¢ 1980s, crea ing “Crescent City
Connectic’y” and forming newsicoric vista‘of downtown New Orleans.

Navy relCuses air station from Fast Bank I&ile/rontacgss river to Belle Chaste.
Movegepcourages new devalopment il blidge-ascetsed West Bank peations
of Oriceis and Jefferson padishes, aic lrings upjer Plaquemines Pari¥ii into
meuwor olitan fold. Belle(@hasse Nafy! Air Swtion-Joint Reserve Bise is now
nta/or hub of military’s pr¥sence Lastetropqutdn area.

1958419¢ Mississippi River-Gulf Omtlet Cafia’ _is excavated in Sti,Bernard and

1959

Plaquemines parishes. “MR-G'2” gives“igcean-going traffic Siqrter alternate
route to Port of New Orleancard helpgdevelop Industrial Gan:1as new center
of portactivity. But sevent¥-1ive-mileiGiigwaterway also causes coastal erosion
and salt-water intrusionssaquaires C¢astant dredging, and gré vides pathway for
hurricane-induced storiséurges to reach populated ares8) MR-GO plays role
in flooding following Hurricane Betsy in 1965, and%atamously after Hurri-
cane Katrina forty ye€ass later. “MR-GO Must Go” hacUmes battle cry of angry
flood victims anapavironmentalists nationwideat!c+2005 catastrophe.

After 107 years at historic Lafayette Square, €' Hall and government offices
are relocatec,t¢ iiew Duncan Plaza complex. International-style office build-
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ings, built upon regeritly demolished back-of-town neighborhood that includ-
ed Louis Armstrang’ birthplace, give city government more space and air of
modernity. Ne'z co'nplex fosters growth of city, state, and federal government
office district on expanded Loyola Avenue.

Cuben revelidion andiwasuing political teasions isolate Caribbean naticn
wam Wes(e 1) worlGaNew Orleans, chief Sidipping port to Bautista-era Cfivy
19ses maiyr, trade natner and centurie(-oid ties to former Spanish cglpny.
Many Ceban exiludsettle in city and ftage, drawn in part by sugar indusiry.
WhaU.S. loosénstrade embargo in early 2000s, local ports resume Landling
sigififiyant shafimat exports to Cubal continuing historic relations/up Uetween
city and islap<,iation.

Newy Orlefimpopulation peaks'et 627,525, fifteenthiirijest amUi g American
cities; blacK'population is 235614 (37 percent). SuburbanJofterson, Falich
populdtigm grows from 103875 in 1950 to 208,729 in 1940. Xoughijphail of
Nesv'Orteanians in 1960 rsite above sea level'down fréGver 90 flergent a
halihselitury earlier. Aftef1.900, New Orleans Caclines/n both absgiute popu-
iation and in relative rank'émong American (it1f’s.

Decade witnesses profaund transformatioiiwin society and inff@ytructure, af-
facting cityscape 2 every level. Decliting populaticn (first titi%,since early
1700s), diminished tax base, increasing crime, sulitsbanization, globalization,
gentrification, anGwother forces leavelifier cityawich morg,acrelict space, less
public space. 13472r neighborhood stores, less tqteractionismong neighbors
and greater {paiial disaggregation 37 ace ant! :liiss, ev2n a' de jure segregation
ends. Trad tional aspects of uthanliving—tidewalks teeming with shopp¢rs,
stoop-sitfiry, children playing instreets/busiling sfaliimarkets—diminjsh or
disappear entirely from city a=; »riences

1960-1964 Civ:iitights movement, ®aurt orderd) and CivilRights Act of 1964 Hasten

ena'Of/de jure segregatioli/ir/ Ney Qileans. Deng in process but neiy empow-
ele15y national moyament, strugg'atior racial ¢quality in New Ofi¢ans comes
t¢ head with initialise ratiofinaf public sehools. Ugly street piwtests garner
national attention, but city genfally a0 Z8%iolence seen ingodzér Southern
communities. “White flight?*begins in eariiest, setting OrleansParish on on-
going trajectory of populétioi‘decline.

1960s-1970s Hispanic immigramts, disprGp arf.onately from Cul 2'ahd Honduras, set-

1960s

tle in working-class ancetiiddle-class areas of Irish ¢ndhnel, Mid-City, and
Ninth Ward. Most Hisnanics live in Kenner, Metairiefmd Mid-City according
to 2000 Census.

Petroleum indéstly rises; port economy mechanizes. Coastal and offshore oil
brings outside investment and professionals®s. New Orleans; triggers con-
struction of 10 viitown skyscrapers and “Houstonization” of city. Container-
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ized shipping techndlagy replaces many longshoremen and sailors; requires
less waterfront spacéand frees up riverfront for recreational use. As oil indus-
try rises, port-1>late 1 employment declines.

1963-1972+C0ast-to-cast I-10 is constructed through New Orleans. Major new infra-

1504

1954

strudiure gimasbirth tg/hadern metropolitas arda; fosters middle-class exods:s
wnd suburbzr grow Gwirieastward and westward directions. I-10 also dest/Cyp
1emous 10ested nerntiul ground of North Claiborne Avenue (“main strogt. Of
black Cimole NewDileans”) and leads tp decline of old ingresses/Ggresses,
suclyfis Airline Fligiiway, Tulane Avenue, and Chef Menteur Highway

CivilIights Ac:butlaws segregatioria schools and public places.Bla‘ant Jim
@row segregatibn disappears fror'y niiblic facilities, ironically putting many in-
weginted rfcailers out of busineds; phrticularly on Soutl )lampartaid Dryades
streets. Flousing projects, segfcgated de jure since theivopening around 1940,
soon ifit¥yrate but then re-sggregate de facto as witites leava fo.¢uburtn

Relect/ng nationwide swattly from rails to busgs ad autos 18v urban tistispor-
tation, all remaining stree cars except historigjst. ChariZaline are {yrminated.
Mexvtwenty-five yeargimark low point in ¢z s history/ot irban rf1/vays; 1964
decision is later regrévied and reversed at.fuiw of twenty-first cgiiury.

1964-1259 Federal funding dirives to build Riverfiont Exaressivay, conitecting bridge

1965

and CBD trafhe with points east vigZFrench Quarter rivei&ont and Elysian
Fields Avenue(Iiterly controversial plén, originai’y recofniiended by Robert
Moses in 1948 divides citizenry afidmotivatShnpre.edented and ultimatel;:
successful ¢aiiipaign of resistancqver nextfive years.

Hurricarle Detsy strikes Newg Orleans Ueo.cn in (arly September, caming
extensive wind damage andTicoding [Nn'th Warthand parts of Gentillyand
New (Qrleans East. Disaster «ills eighty-one [Lovisianians, injures 17600,
and ginses $372 million(Iigdamage, about giicvhird in New Orlenns. Betsy
promnts Congress to authorize \Flood Con#roi"Act of 1965, whish includes
Iske Pontchartrain/in 1 Vicinity Hurricane »Gtection ProjectaIniisential act
pts federal governmeli! in thehusiness Gf storm protection; el tails improve-
ment and construction of hurrisane-préiastion levees, flood walls, and gates
(to what is now categorized 4s/.! Categary-3 level storm) to brcect developed
areas as well as adjacent nfarsiies. EnVisiched new flood protection (never ful-
ly executed) increases roal estate Wlics and inspires nelznbme construction
in the very areas thatflodsled. During subsequent oil-bo# years, over 75,000
homes are built in places'such as New Orleans East, réinst of them on concrete
slabs at grade level, Episode demonstrates so-called."i€vee effect” first identi-
fied by geographenGilbert White in 1945: flood-c&rol structures paradoxi-
cally increase 165d, damages, by luring homgbuyers into flood plains. Forty
years later, Katrina’s floodwaters validate White Swbservation.
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Effort to compete with, Houston and other ascendant Southern cities inspires
widening of PoydrasiStreet as “showcase” corporate corridor. Numerous his-
toric structure! \are/azed on lower side of street. Plan foresees need for major
traffic-generating anchors at each end of Poydras: Rivergate Exhibition Hall
(1959) is buil=¢ river end, Superdome (1974) at lake end.

SimultaneDiig erecti®n, oi International TracaMart and Plaza Tower, city’sfi/es
1vodern siwscrapers, 9ymbolizes increas ng oil-related wealth and new gsiling
s'tes are selected tf spark competing skyscraper €evciop-
mer{‘an Poydras aiid Loyola, respectively. Poydras ultimately prevail:

technoiogy. Projec

Saiits’NFL frab<hise brings professiunal football to New Orleariy, muking it
a big leagu city” mentioned in (ndrts media in same breath as,Dallas, Hou-
stor) Atlafitwanid other compelingrcities. But a smallirairket, d€iihing papu-
lation, as'd 16w per-capita in¢fie make city struge'e t» maintein “bigleag>”
percepludp. In early 2000s, Suints threaten to reletate to San 2 xitoniéwar iviis-
sisglppiGulf Coast—unthiniwble in earlier yeal's. Team @ verthelesdrmains
wildlspopular with regiginal residents, particu.arly aftee Hurricaned@atrina.

Iivirgate Exhibition Hall is constructed &afoSt of Cahavand Pqyyitus streets.
Bold freeform desigiitadds stunning new vita to city’s premigintersection;
purtures conventi¢n irade and foster{ dev :lopmentiof skyscrapar hotels on
lower Canal Strest in early 1970s.

Congress creafes Nation Flood Ingurane Progan, pricir{g ¢5verage at below-
market rates-{&encourage particiffalipn. Progiwm Creftesdyonanza for real es
tate interegis Uy encouraging a¢welopmeni or'tlood zGuCs, including coagiit
areas poprlar'with wealthy seécanérhome wvers.

1960s-1970s Ten blocks of historic"Tidmé, ircliding méay early-nineteenth-centu-

ry veinaiular houses, are lywvelled fopfheater f(r teérforming Arts ar.d ouis
Arrisfiong Park. Controfeigial uplvan i€newal(piaject, which displaced over a
thGnsand residents, trafatorms Flubg arg Trameand is now regardad 6y many
25,2 mistake.

19621589 After holding steady at 40050 aniyylany since Brown v. Board of Educa-

1969

tion (1954), white student (nrpllment at New Orleans publigyschools begins
steady decline, while blackeenrollmantidoubles to 70,000. %% hite exodus to
suburbs and entrenchmeniof bladk Underclass in Orlegis,Parish eventually
lead to de facto re-segre_ation of New Orleans public sghadls. System that was
one-to-one black-to-white in 1957 becomes five-to-ons’by early 1980s and
nineteen-to-one in ¢3¢0’ 2000s.

New hotels are pr/ iiibited in French Quarter, in‘@#euiipt to balance tourist and
residential use. balr eventually encourages ng¢w)10tel development on Canal
Street, CBDgasd.-Warehouse District. Attempt 122004 to rezone parking lots
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riverside of North *¢ears for new hotels may foretell new construction in this
area.

Federal cancellati®n of bitterly divisive Riverfront Expressway project saves
Fronch Quartes’s frontage with Mississippi; makes New Orleans one of first
Amdlican ity to resishwationwide trend towatd elevated expressways alor o
cawntowy sviterfronss.

CTateglv-> Hurrifaae Camille strikes goascal Mississippi, obliterating s.gn'fi-
canftnortion of hissaric Gulf Coast. NevwDrleans suffers some wind and 1ivod-
ing, hutis mogtly ¥pared what migh#have been a catastrophe.

New OrlearS"population declinef 1§ 593,471; black population 257,478 (43
paisent). City“alls in rank frop) firteenth- to ninetefiih-largest Ia nation, at
e time (g largest ten-year drov i its history.

Jazz al'q¢ [Teritage Festival (s"held at present-day Eongo Squdre. Creatad by
Missachusetts-born Georg e VWein, inventor of thaymodern tausic festi(z1f2vent
grows"into annual New/Uteans Jazz and Heritege Feltival (Jazz €vs), now
s2eand only to Mardi Gras in the cultural;totdism ecomemy. Festimal provides
intportant venue forlocal musicians and‘heloyinstill “i%¢w Orlearw’'sound” as
essential part of Apt®ican “roots” mug'c; performsimilar seiic. for Louisi-
una food. Event’s loCation at Fairgrounds®n Gentilly toulexardrhelps expose
traditionally Fre:\ch-Quarter-bound pisitors to nom-touristaeighborhoods.

Friends of the Cibildo publishes New Orleans Aichitecinre, Volume I: The Low
er Garden District. Study inspizes cw apprelilition Lar Fistoric architectyse
outside Frengh Quarter and Garden Districiusets asholarly tone for local hit
torical resea rch and stirs modgripreservatioy moviym :nt. Nomenclaturmand
boundaries used in series (ctittently eifhivoluménstrong and growing /telp
revive L torical place namis and affesy public’s Hrteptions of place.

1971-1972, G#wanized by constitsiion Of Hut-of-scaiChristopher Inn Apartments

1972

ati¢.»mpowered by sisequent histSric dist'ict zoning (first since Vifux Carré
aidtection in 1936),¥as/dents establish Faubourg Marigny Impréprement As-
Iociation. Group participates in/ppliticdiniocess, with eye tow:td nistoric pres-
ervation and neighborhood/imbrovement; inspires residents®af other historic
neighborhoods, leading tg*hath revitalsation and gentrification. Old French
term “faubourg” is revivedyin neighiopriiood nomenclatUie and adopted by
real estate industry anc p ess. Faubourg Marigny begin< transforming from
mostly working-class‘:eighborhood of natives to professional-class neighbor-
hood of transplants/}e:omes city’s premier gay neighbbrhood.

One Shell Square =697 feet high and resting ®a, 200-foot pilings—rises as
tallest structure 1'%ty and lower Mississippi Yal ey. Symbolizes apex of 1970s
oil boom.
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Last full-scale Marai*Gras parades roll through French Quarter. Increasingly
elaborate Carniyal célebrations, including new “super krewes” (starting 1969),
create safety hizarc in Quarter’s narrow streets. St. Charles Avenue becomes
new route for most parades; French Quarter is left to inebriated revelry and
lefviivess. Ngighborhood krewes gradually ehandon their local parade routga
{1 centraliz€ dlong sta/ariard St. Charles rdut, even as parading tradition dis’
tuses tosunx os arnd beyond. Beads and othar”“throws” grow in popularity,aiwi
sow papet Jally fopmiva city industry (thouglh trinkets are mostly manufadtuitzd
in China)."City’sMaidi Gras celebratica eaters modern age during 19/8s,as a
major aurism-Gryen civic ritual attracting a nationwide audience

Secoiid-worstvississippi River flena on record threatens region."21d River
Cuntrol Strawture is damagedyand later enlarged; Ronnet Cagré Spillway
aneiied te relleve pressure on levi/s.

1973-1974 Cufuipand Davis architessural firm issues New Qrieanssowing anvhNeigh-

19,0s

1970s

1974

1974

197§

borliood Preservation Study."mandmark documienwiden®@ics and dtiipeates
sixtjutavo official city neighborhoods, based oihistorigal perceptiges, natural
@uagraphical barriers and¥najor transportat{ohfarteries. s¥cial and Ssonomic
vatterns, and census tiaes boundaries. Effortalters percerdons ol [ lice, space,
and nomenclature i, City; marks mod@ityera of city planninz. Designation
of national and localliistoric districts stwst/ng in 1570} furth@s,trénd toward
perceiving neighorhoods as discrete,boundedyifhcially nmed entities with
mutually agree@iapon characteristics.

Renovation(‘es ores historic FrencX Market Gtcucture . traasforming complex
from city  arketplace vendingiéaodstuffs ttilacals, to festival marketplace pr -
marily ogleijted to visitors.

Post-Betsy flood control, faterstate 19 /industziar*Canal, NASA Mithoud
plant, «xd new subdivisiontymake €asthrn New (Srleans hot new reai*Cstate
maie!, led by “New Qrlidns Eagl Jind develiinnient scheme.

R=eservation Resou/ce Uenter,is foundeds I .owdl non-profit grown Lyjects pres-
Cxvationist and “liveabid city” ahudsopliids into city discourse; hedomes most
influential group advocating ad s tive retiig of historic structuiogand improve-
ment of old neighborhoods!

First “magnet schools” forined inNew)Otleans public scltUal system. With fif-
ty-fifty black/non-blacl rallial quotas, magnet schools sre designed to prevent
further white flight. Rciatively small number of white stuents tends to cluster
in a few high-achieviutg schools, which soon become (2 ost racially integrated
in city. Controvessidisquotas are banned in 1998 &ftef protests; magnets later
called “Citywidg/ficcess Schools.”

Moratoriumgiagimposed on demolitions in CBLY after scores of nineteenth-
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century storehouses & razed for skyscrapers or parking lots.

Louisiana Sup/rdone is completed, marking peak of city’s competition with
oil-rich Houstorn"Gpectacular domed stadium transforms skyline and breathes
nepylife into CBD. Superdome serves as venue for high-profile events, publi-
ciziuy city andits attribjites to nationwide 21diénces on a regular basis.

Late 1670s Vietnaiscse réfugecs from post-war/C¢mmunist Vietnam arrive to NGy

1970

Orleali=on invitalion of Catholic Chyrdit. Archdiocese settles hundrids/of
mogily Catholicfefugees in Versailles apat tments in eastern New Orl¢anyand
in spats'on West Bunk. Versailles sefhanient forms unique neighbg#izod, one
of ¢i4y's most i¢slated and purest etinic enclaves, known for elabiyrat’” multi-
ther marketiyar lens and open-aii Sz curday market. Neighborhqod functions
aS'uprve ofider lor Vietnamese/Z\\pimunity dispersed tnoughottCentral Gulf
Coast reioli.

Riverfré=t promenade “Maonwalk” (honoringunrogressiin Mayors Vioon
La'\dricu) opens in fropf &€ French QuarterSignifies chidmge of rit=ifront
nse from port activity to [:ecreation, as contzierizatior-and Indutrial Canal
doc s concentrate and,relocate shipping fasilides off Musyissippi

Late 12705 New suburban galydivisions encouyicer inwelcoihe problefiyir. former Jef-

1977

1977

‘erson Parish backswamp: soil sinkage. S&%sidenge of i zcent'y Gramed hydric
soils causes strestural damage to th@msands ormew ranéiyhouses built on
concrete slabs/1.91e makes headliftes tliroughs ut/ate 1970s particularly after
some houses™plode when gas liiies breakfNew pilingased constructios
standards are'Subsequently adoptag, but sqlls Continue™d sink.

Lawsuit (le/! by environmentgl group suige/sully fres ents Army Corpsfiom
building gates at mouth of Laxkc'Pontdliarjrain, a {290d-control measure &uvi-
sionel!/ir) 1964 to prevents:torm surggirom enfe g lake. Corps late:alrees
to rfusdlevee heights inst€id. Suchsan apparatistheoretically would have pre-
vailtad Katrina-driven Buecaches ¢n lalleshoraoutfall canals, though, 1ot those
an castern navigatiga /ajals.

City, now majority-black for(a's” tim{isiice 1830s, elects fifst plack mayor,
Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial, { dgscendent of Creoles of colgi®ilike many city
leaders today). Mayor Mol serves £:0in 1978 to 1986.

Late 1970s Audubon Zoo, congiiyicted mowtly during 1920s-30¢nd considered an

1980

out-of-date “animal pyisoli” by modern standards, is rei!£signed and expanded
into national-class zgo'pgical attraction and researchtility.

New Orleans pdpplation declines to 557,515; hlad.population 308,149 (55
percent). City 18¢.ow twenty-first largest in naign.

1980s Cajun ethni iywival changes New Orleans tourism. Newfound appreciation
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of Cajun culture is exploited by French Quarter tourism venues; Cajun dishes,
music, shops, and, swamp tours become standard part of visitor experience.
Chef Paul Pruthon me gains celebrity status through introducing nation and
world to spiced-up Louisiana cuisine.

1983-1984 Y orldwidaoil cragiihits city; devastates Guif Coast and other petroleun:-

1934

oased ecolwihies. Bust Costs New Orleanswhousands of white-collar jobs i
sebsequet years andvnitiates dark era (f 1bb loss, middle-class exodugpand
increasiig, crime L¢tss which enduregfuntil mid-1990s. Louisiana’s®ail-“and
gas-ylated emp'oyinent plummets from nearly 95,000 jobs in 198143 about
41,609 in 2005

Isguisiana ¥/orld Exposition is lel! along present-day Convention Center
pud'evard, W riundredth annif'crgary of World's Indysirial an&iCutton Cen-
tennial Fxpdsition at AudubgiyPark. Like its predécessor, “Warld's Fair™ {als
financially but helps launc!meconomic developiient in adoviztown waare-
intyOduces citizens to rivelrront. Historic “War>hSuse Busiict” is rev gplized
intCwativention, hotel, ¢gpdominium, and artS\districtéin subsequesyzears, as
{9=mer fair structures are Converted into Eriesi)N. Moriai*Conventiwn Cent-
enand expanded to 6ves one million squartafeet. Residential papualation of
IBD/Warehouse DRistiict climbs from™nder onethundred i 1780 to over
,300 in 2000.

Mid te Late 1980s Cornswaises heights of cizftlevee gystem butneglects to account

for new researwh/on increased storm strengtliwgirge heiglsf, coastal erosion
and soil subfid¢ce. Concrete flo¢ 7w alls are ece cted < long riverfront and out-
fall canal lezees, but some are builtWwith inst.%iciently long sheet piling. Corp)s’
plans for{ jtterfly gates” to prewent surg® fiom entfri'g outfall canals are op-
posed by Sewerage and Wata=Board giit, Levees3oard, because they “aquld
reduct /bility to pump rain‘water out ot City. Shoftylls of flood-protec(ior) sys-
temyans revealed twenty years'later dutiiig Hunsicane Katrina.

Mid-1980s, “estival marketp'acesy” like timsl pioneeréd by James Rouse open along

1985

w.igsissippi River. Jou 87 ewerymand Riverwalk further recreaticing!/retail uti-
Lization of downtown riverfrdr dponce’ re €ived for maritime weC. New Riv-
erfront Streetcar (1988), finst new line in"decades, connectsyHiench Quarter
with new attractions and‘Bznest N. Monial Convention Cenuar.

x

Unusual late-October Fiurricané'Jaar. floods coastal r{gidn, including por-
tions of West Bank. Ins1dwiat leads to raising of levees a’cfiy metropolis’ south-
ern fringe.

1985-1986 New Orleang,Eaet land-development compai(v, floised to urbanize over

20,000 acres ofa/etlands in eastern Orleans Parisi fails amid oil bust. Land
is transferred to federal government and betaiaes Bayou Sauvage National
Wildlife Reing , reflecting new appreciation of once-scorned marshes and
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wetlands. Had area Gwveloped as envisioned, Hurricane Katrina’s toll in lives
and property was!atrave been even higher.

1980s-1990s Numerous*Zenerations-old downtown department stores and restau-

1985

1)87

2089

1990

raps—Holmes, Krauss, Maison Blanche, Godchaux’s, Maylie’s, Kolb’s, and
othuts—fold Mlue to plifdle-class exodus, growth of suburbs, crime concerrs.
parking crfii¢h, andise of tourism. Buildiligs are often converted to hotel 1oy
growing iaspitality uidustry.

Pope John Paul@¥s visit reaffirms NewwOrleans’ place among natiot's great
Cathalit populatien centers; draws juaridwide attention to city’s lsgs Catho-
lic ivfrican-Anifircan population.

Tia, Big Eqsvinovie popularizef) new nickname for/Cg; introdiised around
2970 frofiisirca-1900 origins anc now more prevalsat than cifew 1835 “C&-
Cent Citv “moniker. Loaded wizh clichés and steledsypes, The/Big Easpgor-
trays, N(zv Orleans as eccgatric, corrupt Cajunymutpost ahinssed with Tood
ant | fesi lvity; helps stoke tourism boom of 199Us!

(NG Tower is constructed next to Superdora/ Twenfyathree yegus atter erec-
t10% of first modern k' gti*rises, New Orleling 1ust officeviyscraper'ss date (lat-
ei'named DominigeiTower) symbolizfs dpclining petroleumtelited wealth.
Sixteen years later, f61lowing shift towar&{courisp, Denald lremp proposes
700-foot-high tewer for Poydras Strest—but 10w, condoriziniums and hotel
rooms, not offic2y As of 2008, Trémp ifivestm>ntis still {rornised but not yet
commenced

New Orled.izspopulation drops Balow half-niitlion mark to 496,938, ranking ¢s
twenty-fourth largest city in nation; blackipe plalatida i 307,728 (62 pergent).
Jefferson Parish populationG&liines f(r 1)yst timéfrom 454,592 residerits in
19801 448,306 in 1990, due in larggepart to oil aresh.

1990-1991. Ceastal Wetlands Plaif=ing al d “ibtectionct (“Breaux Act”) Cuings fed-

eta funds to Louisiafi£ar coastal i¢storatic n; ' Caernarvon FresH wafer Diver-
siolh opens below city, £/st majOneftort £q réwerse salt-water infiuléon and re-
vuild wetlands around New Cr eins.

Early 1990s Race relations deteriqratd amid thoubled economic tinel. Tensions are

1990s

also a product of gubern/torial capdidady of former Klansman David Duke,
Mardi Gras krewe integi@tion cotimgversy (which moiif=ced three old-line
krewes to cease paryfing), protests at Liberty Plac¢£nonument on Canal
Street, and record-highycrime rates. Problems are exicérbated by lag between
decline of oil indtistryand rise in tourism/service ggonomy.

Formosan ternii: infestations explode acrosgity*and region. Accidentally
imported on shipping palettes from East Asia®(uring World War II, invasive
termites threat’n housing stock (particularly historical structures) and urban
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1990s

trees; cost city hunareds of millions of dollars annually in control and damage
costs. Threat leadatouncreased use of steel and aluminum in new construction
and renovatior.

Hymricane evayuation planning transforms radically. Coastal erosion, subsid-
ing'00ils, risiny, seas, afifhen upswing in hursicane frequency ends traditional
wation of (vatuatingvniernally to sturdy scivgols and shelters within city [k
156. Now, U tizens are usged to evacuate er tiri region in their own automesles;
rural codutal residuiits who once evacifated fo New Orleans are now®ireted
fartiyfx inland. Ilans to evacuate the poor and others without cars a2 never
full§™aticulatdTn-a tragic oversight tiiut would cost hundreds offuvel\during
Katrina in 2295,

1990s-2uGu) Dedliting population forisfarchdiocese to clogeior redéic services at

1994

numeror s historic churches, f¢ipe of which are pattidlly conmsrted tohorais
for agel 3any religious eleymants of historical cityicape fallsiicrit as 10wal 1dm-
ilief"relocate to suburbs afia%oung, secular traiisplants 485ve into old peigh-

boradds.

(at gory-S Hurricane:Andrew, first of 19985-2000s w{ve bf meg{-; (prms, pul-
verizes southern Floiida and southcentral Bpuisiana. New Or/€ags is spared,
hat begins to recoghiz: augmenting thieat ¢ f storm,stisges amid €iading coast.
Andrew ends notion of “riding out” storms in stufGjwold schCals; ushers in era
of metropolitan evecuation. Light wibAsin cityeause surprisingly heavy dam-
age to live ogks)teading to discovery of extensive-ormasar. *ermite damage tg
urban trees.

U.S. Envizauinental Protection sigency 2iwts UppemNinth Ward neighbor-
hoods 01*@ordon Plaza, Press\Park, and Einlrty dcsdace as Superfund sices.
Once gity’s garbage dump faam 1900s59/1960s .~ Agriculture Street Igndnll”
was Jacor covered with topseil, develbwdd, and pcfulated with working“class,
mouly plack, families, Hizh/evel<offead and'ether contaminants in:oil forced
s¢holl closures and gxterissive clewasip durng)1990s-2000s; mahy/gresidents
cesisted remediatioinili fivor Sfmore costljusolution of buyoutsh{ ontroversy
garners attention of nationwide @aviro/ay #ital justice movenye i

Circa 2995 “Renaissance” begins, Viar.t of lokal recession passes; (1at'onal economy

1995

heats up; convention an¢" todrist traiiic jncreases; crime rates begin to drop
after 1994 peak. But demmage is deae: white-collar petriylefim jobs retreat to
Houston; blue-collagncejobs are largely replaced by (itpmation. New Orle-
ans becomes a tourig*-oriented service economy.

May 8 storm dumpswup to eighteen inches of raiyfall on metropolitan area;
some areas get4m/clve inches in single hour. Citzr's Worst rainfall floods 56,000
homes and businesses and causes $761 millicii) damage throughout twelve-
parish area;za/is'to half-billion dollars of mostly federal funds for new drain-
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age projects. New £Jileans increases pumping capacity with new pumps, ca-
nals, culverts, apd,batkup generator, from three inches of rain every five hours
to five inches il five hours.

Angid protestsparchitecturally significant Rivergate Exhibition Hall is demol-
ished for Hazmyh's at fe'Qyof Canal Street. C-sind, opened in 1999 after turb::-
et const{uction petiod, is predicted to transtorm downtown, but eventyaily
settles ints, modest 1tache between trad tichal French Quarter tourispmand
emergiigaWarehotss District convenfiop trade. Gambling in New*Qu:Zans
fallsyzell short &t eXuberant expectations of early 1990s, indicating <2t visi-
torg"ale morefiiterested in enjoyin’z Clty’s unique attributes thai! in‘jncreas-
ingly“ubiquisays™‘gaming” opportamities.

1295-Prescat Uptluig il tropical activity makes hurricanes a‘yaiter of i, ly constant

oublic aj vrehension during sfiiymer months. Storrh treats with partial o1th-
tal evafutions occur at pacgmat nearly every other rear during Uliis erd®Rersist-
enfsense of uncertainty—{viva-vis eroding coa’st, Subsid¥ig soils, rifirg seas,
anawiet ming climate—lepds many to ponder Uity s loge-term viabilisy

Trnighitfield vessel collides with Riverwalk ) causiny 1» fatalifiestbut dem-
onstrating risk of corivasting shipping wharvas to public recreati®yal and com-
Jercial uses.

Law,1990s-early 20005 Sotel capacity, mostiviin CBD wiad Warelihuse District, sky-

rockets to 37,(UJyrooms, to accorfimo&ate ne/ rly ten millig’ annual visitors.
Numerous h:dtaric structures in o2 and Wakehdus/ Digtrict are remodeles
into “boutigutnotels.”

Late 1990s-early 20 00s Scientific corgniunity ar:d vri)ss briag/coastal erosion isges to

1998

1999

public attention. Increasing {i&i.ibers ¢t New Orlé€iqians begin to understand
conncgdibn between rivery coastal wet'ands, an(1/c/ty’s sustainability)isc-iety
grajimivs with possibilityG7 gity’s meot ciity.

Citnarrowly avertf i lurricane GCorges. [lerlinder of inevitaliilitl; of “Big
(iife,” Georges teactly)zssons Sn,evacyaticiy planning and strcedooding in
2fid-City area.

New Orleans Arena opens, aimiing to Wccommodate eventi,tc 0 big for other
venues but too small forsearby Suparddme. With seating for 16,000-19,000
people, indoor arena syftyeds in atmgcting Charlotte N iranchise Hornets
to city in 2002, plus tytmerous other entertainment ar'2’shorts events.

1999-2005 In span of sixyyedis, dominant player in city’s grostry market shifts from

Schwegmann’s tofAuin-Dixie to Wal-Mart, reflectidg transition in city’s busi-
ness sector froiaocally owned companies tosfygicnal and global firms. Tel-
evised media market saw similar transition ovel recent decades, from local to
out-of-town &y nership. Though local enterprises remain more common here
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2000

2000

20990

than other cities, theyssomprise diminishing percentage of citywide economy,
showing increasing mfluence of national culture in local urban life. Trend is
partially revers<>d a ter Katrina, as Thibodaux-based Rouses expands into lo-
cal grocery market (2007) and New Orleans-born Saints owner Tom Benson
biy>Fox affitia’s WVUE (2008).

“lew Orle{nsipopuiation declines to 484,6, %, thirty-first largest city in nat{¢x
Dlack ponlation is 326,947 (67 percent). 2000 Census finds that metropoil-
tan areabsmost ethically diverse censys tiact is Fat City in suburban Metaitie,
whiileast dive'se tract is in inner-city, Lower Ninth Ward—exact € pposite
of efilier timeS)Thirty-eight percen’: 0i'New Orleanians now resife acove sea
lever,"down fsqui about half in 194&and over 90 percent in 1910.

Uray Msenni opens June 6/« rdating critical mast D) ‘cultur&enues near
Lee Circle. "“Museum Distrigt"pow comprises Ofadn and ivil Wag, nitsz-
ums, (oysemporary Arts Conter, and Julia Streettst galleries. IlighlySucciss-
fuldittraction, renamed N tidnal World War Il Museungiiifiaergoes rgssive
expansion starting in 2057

(Ondvof largest mapping efforts in state hidtqty”entail{ mirasurerieijt of topo-
araphic elevation thrCugh “light detection @ ranging” (LIDAZG technology.
High-resolution el:vaion maps of cit);an¢ region,tyleased to ‘he public in-
crementally throughout the 2000s, dramaticallyi'icutrace effCuts of subsidence
and coastal erosion. Datasets prove (xibial in peasuring depth of Hurricane
Katrina floqdii=in 20085.

Zurly 2000s Federa® g&vernment interyeisas in city Souvlic-housiig crisis. “‘HOPE Y1*

philosophys(sixth version of‘ascir®a-1990°4LS. Houtigg and Urban Develop-
ment pregrum called “Homedwnership, atid/Oppoiténity for People Fvery-
where?) entails ending copmentration'af poverty 11 isolated public-lsewsing
projec.e’oy replacing thenrwith New Mrbanisininspired settings, witlie in-
tegiddizig poor families paking sybsifized réin's with modest-incor = families
plyu’g market rates tawart homewashershiy’. Desire, St. Thomasrischer, and
Oilrer housing projcats 7re deinglished, téwears of some dispiiead residents
and cheers of those who view/tiym as/a¢ “5ators of poverty and«<rime. Relo-
cated families carry elemen’s or “projects‘culture” into resideutial neighbor-
hoods, sometimes resultihg 1 tension and gang violence. I%asv construction,
exhibiting revived historital architestyral'styles, begins omyformer St. Thomas
site. Nearby Wal-Mart i5 subject of Ultter controversy invi!ing issues of pres-
ervation, gentrificatit’s,_race, jobs, corporate subsidic¢, ind new “tax-incre-
ment financing” (TI&-oncept.

7

Early 2000s Popularity ofrlowntown condominiums gagwiyiriggering conversion of

numerous historiagl structures and proposals f41 hew Sunbelt-style condomin-
ium towers.,Qut-of-town buyers help drive up.acal real estate prices and in-
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tensify gentrificatigtifpressure on adjacent neighborhoods. Post-Katrina woes
and cooling of patioimal housing market temper condo trend in 2006-08.

2001-2005 Lower Garaei District riverfront sees radical landscape alteration. Saulet

200%

2003

=203

2000

2006

2004

aptment coinlex, re-engineering of Tchoupitoulas and Religious streets,
pewsWal-Marhand Rifps.Garden developrent) and renovation and demali-
an of old v/¢rehotdes iiiake area one of nution’s most transformed inner/Citys
1werfroniy, Projects 18fect city’s ongoin{. “r -discovery” of river.

Terorists attack®merican targets. Eristing homeland-security effotts view
New.Otleans as_top ten” potential tgmget, for its port, petroleum fagilities, and
majax public etents. New security 1:easures are enacted, affectir.y riy erfront
developmer t plans.

¥ew Orlfass population dropste Depression-era lswerof 469,833, reprefse -
thg lossortover 15,000 since 000 (greater drop ttan durily¢ intire Gesade
of 1990, Fastest-growing parish in region is $& lammaniisn north,siiore,
which s arpasses 200,000, tonfrst time.

"I ouzists spend over four billion dollars a yudrin Orlsegs Parishpocherating
oVer 61,000 jobs. Vilitors to New Orledns atcount fow44 perce of state’s
tourism economy. &¥iand gas sector fafes iuch woike: city’s Elsze n-Mobil of-
‘ice relocates to HouSton, continuing tweily-yeartrenc of peréieum industry
forsaking New @xleans and Louisiang#far Houston,area.

Two-hundredti<inniversary of Lomisiana Purciiise calebrated December 20
in front of Cyhrldo, site of origimaits'rmal trar's'er of Liguisiana from Spain e
France to ‘United States. Visipuiat city’s grestnessifrom early 1800s fall wits
declining re ative importancest waterbo:ne tansplyrtition in America. @ace
strategically located at sole‘ifigless/egdress to Né2th American interiot, Wity
now (gnlpetes with innumerable trgmsportatical (ptions. Lack of irduitrial
devtigpment, relative isGilition, Fivii“War, of @wreliance on river ¢{and later
oilpeocial problems, afsd other tacta s exagerbite city’s woes. Paar,‘undere-
Awcated, physically/ru njrable,_and losingpogalation, city religs elreasingly
Cxtselling its past to visicors.

New Orleans population d{clines to 462,269, barely ahead"ef jefferson Par-
ish’s 453,590. City propet™is, now han to only 35 percent®of seven-parish
metro-area population, down from(sUjpercent a centuryEirlier.

Success of 1988 Rivygifrunt line inspires reintroductids’ of streetcars to city’s
transportation systefsMajor new routes are install{c gn Canal Street (start-
ing 1997) and Cimoliton Avenue, designed to ciggylate tourists throughout
city and foster,raz."sommuting. Much-anticipated Canal line opens in April
2004 and succeeawin invigorating Mid-City/bu jinesses. Additional lines are
foreseen forgathar areas to jump-start neighboritood restoration. Hurricane
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Katrina derails mast™ftorts, as floodwaters damage new streetcars and rear-
range priorities

2004  Major new contaifierized shipping facility at Napoleon Avenue wharf, coupled
witenvironitental problems on MR-GO and bottleneck lock on Industrial
Cardl, retumsiiver tofheition of prominen’e uilocal port industry. Opposite
s foreserifn 1979s, when “Centroport™ s planned to shift most busifies
W MR-G@/IndustriahCanal wharves. Naw uptown facility also concentmtes
port acuwity and fidel up antiquated dbwatown wharves for other uses

20041 Category-4 Hurrivane Ivan spares gitz dut devastates coastal Alalsama’ New
“contruflow” plir, devised after Huritsane Georges in 1998, operijyun'incom-
if\g intersta‘> lines to outgoing €raclhees. Horrendous traffic jams lead to re-
uiicment Giavacuation plannirig) Jvan’s sideswipe biires addititil attention
to urgen:v Of coastal restoraliy; in retrospect, sérvs as “dsy run” for'r ekt
year’s [1ayricane Katrina.

200+ 2005 Cit: holds “riverfront harrette” to gather 1Gvas for n€w land usee from
Poland to Jackson avenul:ss With port activity now co'isentratediin uptown
«onjainerization facilities, city and develdparseye abgnapned wiiiijves for re-
nlacement with recreasional /tourist use Fita emerges in whigi ort of New
Drleans relinquishs its maritime ser‘xtud’ of rivariiont to city%n exchange
tor percentage of land sales and leases. If enacted, wgreemefisvould open up
over four miles o1%verfront, from Bylw&ier to Lawvel Gardan District, for mas-
sive redevelopatent, mostly for recreational GongRejuvensted in 2007-08 ag
“Reinventin tie Crescent,” efforlfic¢w prorases $30) mi lion from state, 1o-
cal, federal and private coffersia 1tnd new public green space.

2005  Pentagorisscommends closurciof Naval Support Actiwity in Algiers and Jsywa-
ter. Tyén locations straddlisg Mississijpi’made snutiary sense when jzntalla-
tion wa¥'created, but provedwo be cdstiy) obstacle’ii modern times. City7s loss
of U £ 2,700 jobs may 35 nitightefby gréwith of Naval Air Staticn in Belle
Ualisse and creationgaf “1&deral ciws” cruise(tefminal, and other (aZilities and
araenities in vacatelwve ifrontproperties.

2005 ) Following Hurricane Ivan trafil-jam alacle, new “contraficsy” evacuation
plan is unveiled. With cpasie’odingplevees subsiding, seli level rising, and
fresh memories of hurrictne? Georges and Ivan, local officials and populace
treat hurricane evacuatjes, planniiy; with paramount ingofitance. New “con-
traflow plan” involves,ewiCuating most vulnerable arfa#irst, then diverting
out-bound traffic opto 1m-bound lanes at four comying intersections, giving
evacuees six diffesent scape routes to safety.

July 2005 New Orleansy<puiation estimated at 452,172, adwm by 10,000 in a year and
32,000 since the 2000 Census.



66 Bienvilles Dilemma

August 23, 2005 Low-pressase system develops over southeastern Bahamas; loop
current brings warnimsubsurface waters from Caribbean into Gulf of Mexico,
where sea surfi ce t¢ mperatures hit ninety degrees. Topical Depression 12 be-
comes Category 1 Hurricane Katrina; makes landfall near Miami on August
25 21 entergshlf, where warm waters fuel ingreasing wind speeds.

-

August £7:28, 200$ HurriCane Katrina strengthefisto Category 3, 4, then S; foreCius
uucks easn westwardapthen stabilize on(x New Orleans-area strike. Citygand
region pagpare forsiirst: residents bofirdyup homes and businesses saficials
closyffloodgates and activate “contraflow” system; hundreds of thow ands of
resiients evagiiite. Those who will fiocr can not—around 100,0/0—)remain
home or takeyrciuge in Superdonse, Initial feeder bands arrive asatt day of
prv-Katrina 2w Orleans draws;tc®iose.

Augit’ 29, 2004, riurricane Katring, Wwith diminishing Catdgory 2.2, winds,but zn
enormrresidual-Categorgs storm surge, maltig landfall aoslawnis, bira-
tarifi Basin, passes immediatdly east of New Orl=aits, andiiiaxes sec¢ndiland-
fall'watind 10 a.m. alongThouisiana/Mississippé,border., City enduges hercest
winds between 8 and 10 a:in., causing exteng vefstructurartamage, Serge rais-
engalflevels by ten t6 thirty feet and lake Iewals by niiieleet, ravaring coastal
aneas to east. Lakefranv’levees endure gitgsure, buglower-quelity) navigation
2nd outfall canal levass and floodwalls aiwgvertopped gr overwielined. When
winds die down/n late afternoon, most people®rmise tha c1ty “dodged bul-
let” In fact, mydpinie levee breachas Ifusalt waterrown fddnexpanses of me-
tropolis.

August 29-Septem yer 4, 2005 Risingwdeiige fronitevee breaches turns windy disa(-
ter of K¢{rija into watery catasizophe of uliprecedenied proportions. Filthy
floodwaters engulf entire naighborhqots. “thoutands of residents, figstly
poor (ir.¢) black, are trappda“en rooftaps or in{Giperdome and Corlvel tion
Centes, with no food or waser. Lootiny»shootizsg, and fires break out citywide.
Contised, delayed fedesarrespor se‘ex acerbateswftects of inadequate'planning
at {edte and local lefelsShocking physical anli social disintegrao’t of New
Jir.eans leads news siailes worlawide fog weeks. Supplies, buges,fand troops
ially arrive by weekend, brin>ng clias’s under control ané evacuating last
residents. One week after Kiitrina, city’s population drops t rench colonial-
era levels; in some neighboilwods, desiputnumber living.

September 2005 With a millioi Citizens o1'¥Hutheastern Louistaxu and coastal Mis-
sissippi scattered natitnwide, “ghost city” of New Or.asis begins long, slow
process of recovery(¥iters are pumped out faster (hall expected, electricity
returns to selected®eseas, and some residents returi’at end of month, even as
rescue squads discover more dead. Damage to hisearic district on high natural
levee is mostly wiild-driven and repairable; #zater-caused damage to twenti-
eth-century@ieigtiborhoods near lake and eastward into St. Bernard Parish is
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utterly devastating

September 23-24, 20€S Sicond “storm of century” in one month, Hurricane Rita,
strikes LouisiandjTexas border region, destroying communities on south-
wegsern Loujsiana coast and raising gulf and lake levels in New Orleans area.
Soni¢ hastilyzrpaired dwees breach again, 17-tICoding Lower Ninth Ward ard
wdiacent aleap. Conimuuiities in western LOwisiana suffer similar degree of ¢e
siructionyeen in eascluring Katrina. N{ar)y half of Louisiana’s populatign 1s
directlyefected b)storms; economy glid¢infrastructure is in shamblée

O(toller 5, 20u5 Residerits are permitted fack into city everywhere exgpt Yower
Nirsh/Ward, thigagh only those in 1igher areas near river have bisic/atilities
alad services

Mid-Qtieber 206 5Army Corps pumans Cat last traces of Kesriiia’s andfiva’s surges!

Late O: tober (20v5 Hurricane Wil(iiy, third Category-S sterm ifi%guul in unats,two
mqnthg and most intense'huiricane ever recopiea in regiqn, strikel/orida
and wiexico. Together witijKatrina and Rita, Vvi'ma l¢ads dramatiC Saedence
tomerging worldwide discourse on global vsirining.

Late Adoamn 200S City struggles to regain fogtimg us citizens grappl with decision
10 return, remain ir. F¥ MA-funded evaosati on sitespe Nleave fozevir. Commis-
sions form at logal and state levels to_devise plals Tor cityls future; scores of
public meetingsyconvene to discugs oid debatg™eas. Or'gans Parish popula-
tion duringai&<utumn doubles taroughly 144,200 afer Caristmas, as fami
lies return diizir g school break «Civsixudes,atxospheie of frontier town, with
small popt.stion, high male-to-famale ratio, Sutremely few children, large ou
of-town (wa tkforce, ubiquitogs ilitary \przfence; curfews, and cash-lmsed
economy. Whites outnumbéi.acks subsiantially; ‘awer economic clagsemare
nearly 4t sent, while Hispaaic immigrant worke(s a'rive in large numier’ and
conveile daily at Lee Cirgieto awais lavOrer jalis: T ocally owned buginesses re-
tulimat much faster pac&than nat ona’ chaingy Magazine Street beagnies city’s
“=aain street.” Locall ¢ dthumber touristsvin French Quarter, whicsuffers fi-
r.xicially because of cancellatian of all’dhnventions. With criminal element
evacuated, once-violent city hets’mes oniciaf safest in nation, %.hile crime rates
in some host cities increasel\Q verarching rebuilding questibn draws passion-
ate debate: should city abzna¥n heaviiy'aymaged eastern and lakeside subdivi-
sions and rebuild primazy7 6n higiar fround, in expect:ioh of smaller popu-
lation? Or should citymwiditain prediluvian urban footOsiht under philosophy
that planning for population shrinkage will only guatpmtee it? Despite heroic
progress in clean-1p ard repair, New Orleans remains ¢wo cities divided topo-
graphically: highcmareas near river bustle with acti=(y; lower areas near lake
remain dark, emp sy and devastated.

Autumn 2005 to Prise ac Steady stream of religious groups, college classes, students
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on break, and civigaidd professional organizations from across nation arrange
“voluntourism” z#isiiwr to the city, helping gut houses, clean parks, and build
homes in collaora'ion with local citizens. According to Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service, approximately 1.1 million visitors performed
folitren mil'iah hours of work valued at $243 million during two years fo!
1S%ing storm, with pa:( increasing in secofidyrear. Remarkable phenomeno:
is viewed w{t iumph olicivic spirit over byeducratic lethargy.

Autviin 2005 wPresent Goedy repair of sto/m¢damaged I-10 “Twin Spané?recon-

nect)New Orle/ ns'with points east; is tollowed by construction of ne-y. high-
er [4IRys desigifand to rise above mag/iv&surges on rising seas. Mogly 1)derally
funaéd efforsis largest transportasien project in Louisiana history.

2005-Prescat Statciatervenes in city’sh ng-troubled publicteiication@yitem, left in

Januay

disarrayater storm. Most puybiiwschools are now fuivunderstate-controlled
Recovi1ySchool District opmas semi-autonomoutishartersactiotls; ofifyra few
renfain,under purview of/Uiteans Parish Schobl Board#7y"2008, n(rberous
chaies’schools strive tg@pttract students citytuide, fogming one gfthe most
Sympetitive public-schoor’markets in the n&iofi. Nevertnitless, abysmal pub-
[iagducation continufs¥o underlie city’sunoes fundaniescal problirs.

2006 “Bring New (rl¢ans Back Comm ssio/1” unveils mitial recoiiimendations
tor consideration, by Mayor Ray Nagin, state’s [.uisiatia Rgoayery Authority,
federal officials, aid public. “Action Ristifor NewsOtleans; luNew American
City” recommu/is moratorium on rebuilding ¥ heavily 3maged low-lying
areas; delindates thirteen planning/districts’aal sugj ests forming neighbot-
hood asso<iations within eacim,Associatid.g, must, demonstrate that at leat
half of hfujeholds will return gz May, dise eightorirood would be bought
out with tederal help and conmaited to rark 6r cors mercial zone. Plan alSarec-
omm{1nds “Crescent City Fecevery Carporatiorl 4 oversee rebuildir'g, /'t ex-
pengesat city governmen#’yauthority. 2 oposatmfor light rail lines, bike trails,
and,ndrks are practicallzlost amid pul lic resnoise to potential nejgiihorhood
clowires, which ranges &om outrage to relustaiiat support. Charg/of racism,
1*¢-lining, land-grabu.ng, and etimic clempsiig fly from plan opHoitents, while
supporters speak of safety, reai’y) and {w/gmatism.

January 2006 Mayor Nagin rejectsikey recomniendations of Bring 1%a:v Orleans Back

Commission. Unwilling (“nd probabizle_ally unable) toslose down far-flung,
low-lying suburbs in fafour of safer,¥iigher areas, mayo1“spts for laissez-faire
approach to rebuildiv’g:  let people decide for them:{iyes and government
will follow” Decisich#jects notion of shrinking thé juban footprint, recom-
mended by expertstuit wildly unpopular among v¢cilcitizens and politicians.
Incident demopnstrates once again that disaster vietims, shaken by tumult and
craving normalcy, usually resist radical chan{e/ even if it promises to lower
future risk.
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February 2006 First postKatrina Mardi Gras unfurls with small but enthusiastic and
predominantly loc; 1 crowds; festivities demonstrate city’s ability to handle
major functions. National and international reaction, initially skeptical, warms
tolaiiy of endpahment and admiration.

2006 (Jivic spiric/and feal™sf Tootprint shrinkagcinspires thousands of citizens e
19rm nuigerous grasswoots neighborholyd fassociations citywide. Cousiless
meetingtworoducetaries of neighborlfoqd plans, many highly inspiwea“and
largdz without inancial or professional support. Impressive level of{yassion-
ate/£iVic engagdment proves to be Katitna’s silver lining.

&oring 2096 Campz:en for mayor and cit ;cc uncil, postponed during chgotic autumn
01 2005, ddimers national attentin? as bellwether ofic'ti’s postUiiavian racial
and political makeup. Over sty candidates, mésily whites, vie toreplate
Mayor{t 4y Nagin. “Footprimsaebate” becomes piliticallywoistile; miwst Can-
diddies,advocate rebuildiny éutire city. Mayor Nagin andiit"Gov. Mt fy Lan-
driewstespectively blackfma white, prevail irf'4oril election, in wiich thou-
Sunds of displaced residers vote in statewid( bdlloting loCations. Devpite dire
wariings, election proteeds smoothly. May®s Naginsiwi_tory in ] 4ay run-off
Slection, as well as gaunicil and congregfi®pal outcomes, contiue)era of Afri-
can-American leadessiiip in local politiceygontrary & gxpert( predictions im-
mediately after Katrina. In late 2007, however, €&y Council'befomes majority
white.

2006 Women, diforgportionately fror /v ealthy vpiown|bacl.grounds, organize
groups suen, as Citizens for 14Greater NevwaQrleans, levees.org, and Won'en
of the Stfri), urging reform in Tevee engfne 4ing, yhukation of levee beards,
elimination of multiple tax asacisors, asfdiicongrestional attention to pdosKa-
trina (N2 Orleans. Their {uleess recalis"womefi/gf Progressive Era (vh) led

figh#far drainage, potablegvater, ana¥»uanicipshiniprovements a century ear-

lien

Summe( /006 Two surveys a:ir iate iiid-2006 population of New Orle ingat 200,725
and 223,388, down from 457,79 im{ae “iitely prior to Hugrivene Katrina.
One survey estimates new ra€ial composition as 47 percent hlack (down from
almost 70 percent in 2090),"%2.7 peré=nt white (up from2< percent), and
3.5 percent Asian; those ¢ £ Hispaniswthrlicity (regardlegsof race) comprised
9.6 percent, nearly triple vheir relatiVe size from before ¥dirina. U.S. Census
Bureau’s American Gimmunity Survey, using differel« saethodology, deter-
mined city’s racial risReup as 59 percent black, 37(peicent white, 3 percent
Asian, and 4 perceffatuispanic of any race. DifferingT gures reflect “soft” nature
of city’s postdiluviai¥population, and difficulty ofmeasuring it.

August 29, 2006 First anniversary of storm is marked widsy wide range of civic remem-
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brances. Worldwid= saws outlets return for update on city’s progress—likely
to become annual,nivdia ritual.

September 2006 Fultor*Ccreet pedestrian mall opens off lower Poydras Street, de-
sigmad to givewisitors a reason to patronize Warehouse District venues and
Haixih’s Casiho, rath@inthan explore tradisiorial French Quarter/Bourben
Sireet cird

Fall 2008 FENIR trailers téniporarily transformscityscape of flooded region, recghing
thei¢ peak numly®us a year after storm. W<arly 19,000 white tin boxestdowOr-
leaps, Farish, plustever 20,000 in adimsent areas, offering flood vig#ins d con-
veniart but crdniped place to dwenas they repair their homes."Rro_ress in
robuilding and concerns over foima.dehyde cut trailer usage injhalf by early

o
VAVIVEN

20062007 Arpy Corps erects massiviwclosable gates at (nduths of Hhifall candls, to
preyentisipeat of surge-ind zced levee breaches uring Katrin. Longsecom-
meades by Army Corps butwesisted locally for'tear of inhibiting canaitsability
to remove runofl, gates 1e» esent significant jzpproveme it in flood protection
for jikeside areas. Spagial by-pass pumps®ase Tnstalle(t t) allow (¢ijrainwater
cunoff removal if gatos,are closed for imnénding storm. Indugial and MR-
50 canals in east 1>min ungated.

Law,2006-Early 2007 «Qverlapping and somatimes corpeting tyban-planning ef-
forts, led by the/Qity Council-hiréd Lainbert/ Dalizey firlvsjind the privately
funded Unit&, New Orleans PlariTINOP ) Teep citfizers busy with numer
ous neighbn1itbod meetings anayplanning {hairettes.

Late 2006-Early 2007 With returning citizens <qnics a siiall but extremely vielent
number of criminals, reworkitiy floodfan>cted disg-distribution econoinies
and gugster turf. While the city’s resgrned pojulction doubles betw2es! last
quahiis of 2005 and 20¢5 murdess Ai overaliwolent crimes increase nearly
sizifald. Murders of twéparticul rly /ivicall etigaged citizens—a<hiack male
music teacher and a/w/ i1 female filmmaler-incite a massivesMaZen Against
Crime on January 11, 2907.

206542007 Canal Street is refurbislediwith granite sidewalks, palptyees, and other
improvements, with aim ofwestoringariery’s commerce ana‘grandeur.

2006-2007 Storm-related bankyfipicies, lacnat affordable housiny/nd migrant-work-
er influx contribute ¥4 Durgeoning homeless populati€p: Closure of down-
town shelters shifts gangraphy of homelessness to liexpaguered Ozanam Inn
on Camp Street, “the Wall” at Elysian Fields leveegend to makeshift encamp-
ment under Dung¢.inPlaza gazebo. Squatter colGiyz ot over 150 homeless peo-
ple, camped immeViately outside City Hall, folmr 5 striking statement on social
problems ofgastdiluvian city.
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2006-2008 Housing and UsUea Development (HUD) and Housing Authority of New

20y

2007

Orleans (HAN @)\ nieve forward on pre-Katrina plans to demolish circa-1940s
C. J. Peete, St! Ber iard, B. W. Cooper, and Lafitte projects for new mixed-
income New Urbanist developments, similar to River Garden/St. Thomas
nédgiborhoeg=¥mall number of extremely zaciferous activists, distrustful ¢
Premises to revuild plkLic housing, challefigwany demolition-reconstructio:
enort ag axald ataiading the city of its ot African-American populaticn.
Theirguge.lient isgveakened by the fact vt many refurbished HANO (ivart-
ments reniain empty, but strengthened by city’s general housing shorfags,and
large irameless“papulation. Agencies agree to demolish in stages,atewing
sor. e Jesident(s/to return as work pliagresses, but insist that old-s{vle 1 rojects
represent falied) policies that conferirated poverty, incubated social patholo-
gion, and puoatced intergenergiional dependency. (oijroversgelimaxes on
Lrecemblr290, 2007, when CignCouncil, amid violghgscufflesiiiside and ¢ ui-
side CisHall, unanimously.wvcics to approve denr olitions

Ldisidha “Road Home” Fuggram distributes kilions of tederal dollat 10 Ka-
trina iood victims: $15€,000 per eligible homeotwner, \finus insur/nce settle-
nichts and FEMA grants. Homeowners suffeiing greatfithan S0 #wcent dam-
age opt to (1) repair«yr rebuild in place; (2)sell to state®and pusshdse another
home in Louisianaf01)(3) sell to state Znd choose nowto remaiiagiomeowner
in Louisiana. Lengthy and slow-moving paperwos'spricesssinrdges citizenry,
delays rebuildingdecisions, and doofsGov. Kaut'een Blanug's reelection ef-
forts. As of stdx7nls second anniversary, less then ¢ne-thitd or the 140,000 eli-
gible applicaiiciclosed on their pdvirfents.

Plans for a gigantic medical soniplex comprising ityw LSU and Veterans AT
fairs hospit1s promises econtymic developinnt arid lealth services fof"eity,
but also threatens demolition of nearl7 tilirty blod%s of historic Third,Vvard
near Uhrial/South GalveztintersectifilyPlan disiri’sses preservationists, but
opfbition is muted bdcidse offupiversaly acknowledged impértance of
hfaitha care to city’s recovary.

Summei 407 Population ot 13w Orleaniwestimasea tround 273,000, ity 'thousands

1iore living “between places” us k.oad T2a'ne monies trickle in'9 flood victims’
pockets and rebuilding deciiohs are finalized. Other estimfidy put city’s July
2007 population at undey 240,000 te=<rer 300,000, depenaing on method-
ology. Return rate rises froin abew! S¢ percent of popu’aripn on storm’s first
anniversary, to 60 perctat/oy second anniversary. Portion of New Orleanians
living above sea level r15¢5 to 50 percent.

August 2007 East Bank population centroid (theoretical ¢ffiter of balance among the

distribution ofha'is¢holds), located in the centraiéeventh Ward in 2000, shifts
by August 2007 a'mile to the southwest int/{ t'ie central Sixth Ward. West-
ward mover{i&weflects slower return rates east of the Industrial Canal, while
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the southward moyeinent signifies much higher return rates of the unflooded
“sliver by the riyas_ dompared to heavily flooded lakeside neighborhoods.

Summer 2007 Three key*<ntities—Army Corps, New Orleans Sewerage and Water
Bgad, and Jeiferson Parish—agree to relocate pumping stations for the 17
Stred, Orlean), and Lgindon Avenue outfall -anals from their historical inlarnd
acations (which niaked the city’s edge wiwen they were installed a cenfutys
ago), to tiww, higher iukefront locations/Th's would keep them out of figoa-
prone Iowdands, ai'y’ for modernizatibngand most importantly, enalbile Giem
to cfitinue purapuiig runoff into Lake Pontchartrain even when ne'y storm
gatdsn outfalijeanals are closed foi oricoming hurricanes. Rare plultijagency
consensus cgasututes first step toyresa seeking funding and eventudlly execut-
iny new plawt

Late 22007 Localizmenjoys rare victofy yver national and diovul forcesas Thikouduk-
based J<Bpses grocery chaigpinown for its Louisiina foodsaid regiGnel stup-
pligts, fakes over Sav-a-Cénwer supermarkets. Chatige slfis City’s fq0doretail
inawet’y back into localfhands, a position dixse enjgyed by locally owned
Svhwegmann’s until Wini-Dixie and Wal-J4aft moved into market in late
1299s-early 2000s.

2007 yward Army Corpl prymises nearly $25 bil ion werti of improviments to re-
gion’s flood control system over next four to fiv( jmars, toCasure protection
from storms with"%-percent chance dticurringsn‘any givenear. “Hundred-
year protectioiyn’an” entails gating of outfall 4:3‘navigatics’ canals, raising of
existing leve® hZights to account L5 lising sx{siand s\ :bsi¢ ence, constructior
of new lew es, installation of paxmiping statians to,allow for removal of irii(-
rior rungir \hile gates are clogedy,and reiatcigemert o 'weak spots in existing
floodwalls and levees. Projeatsiends A¢fy Corps on region-wide seaf'y, for
hund(ed¢million cubic yar{is®ef clay pectied forfichoe construction. If tuded
appfopriately, effort will gwove critica™0 futupmor region—but will fall short
ofs“sa¥ing” it if not paalle.éd by ((qual ly aggressive coastal restoration

2007-O(1rvprd New housing % cFnologias in flooa“s¢ected zone alters cloys's inventory
af building methods. Advancds iy “stigc-F ailt” (wooden frame H{ouses make
wood more resistant to termites, mold, ana'wind; new poured=oii*site concrete
walls provide additional®stretigth anatinsulation; “green building” becomes
trendy buzzword. Modulix homesshuilt' off-site in factasies and assembled
rapidly on location, red1c¢ costs buttiso design options ‘:liile circumventing
local craftsmen. Stylittically, debate rages between m{4g nists and tradition-
alists on whether pasdiluvian city should exhibit lati:sc ‘aternational trends in
architecture, or respact traditional local aesthetics

November 8, 2007 Louiiiana enjoys productive day izl \Washington. Passage of Water
Resources Development Act (over presidentia.weto) deauthorizes MR-GO
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Canal while authorzing (but not yet appropriating) about $7 billion for Loui-
siana coastal resteravion, levee construction, and related projects. Same-day
passage of defease- pending bill allocates $3 billion toward shortfall in Road
Home monies, ensuring homeowners will be reimbursed for federally caused
fldodrdamagee

Late 206 .Voting 12cqrds froi, 2003 and 2007 gub&mmatorial elections reveal that bla's
vuters in @rleans Parith declined by over S4 percent (84,584 to 38,738),mhiie
white vOters declise’ by 27 percent (561669 to 33,937). Studies slaw ¥nat
New)Drleans wil r¢émain majority African-American, but by slimmet \margin
tha@Bptore stfim.

2007-2008 Army Carp. releases flood-rick niaps showing how “hundred-year protec-
uGiiplan,Tpeeniised by 2011, wi'laftect greater New ()eans. Iat.n-by-basin
maps deictlikely flood deptitiysroduced by mediun»to extrame storms (-
der vafipys scenarios, incluging before Katrina, {3,the prasei.¥’day, and alter
2071, and with 0-, 50-, and 189-percent pumpir'g Cupaciti best-caseS enario
indiwaetCs light flooding itheome low-lying subisban sybdivisions; gearst-case
Shaws severe deluges in“inost below-sea-1>vel areas_|viost likelywscenario
saavs marked improfeiments since 2005y Mdjps are aires. at helping residents
wnderstand that risteas™not evenly distfigted spatially, nor fan'it be elimi-
nated entirely. Revaalingly, Army Corpasdnames iia:Jicane(pugtection levee
system “Greater,New Orleans Hurricane and S&'xm Dama;te Risk Reduction
System.”

20v8  Thousands (ti1voded properties Eiguisht outfro n horeov ners through Roau
Home projram face uncertaitnfuture. Préperties may eventually be turred
over frorfi sjate to New OrleaiinRedevelop hent Autiority (NORA), which
will opt to repair or rebuild £a=imarket/fate Or affd rdable housing, to cCayert
to grer fpace, or to enrollfai in “Let iNext DgG¥program, in whicli hime-
owrfers may purchase adjycent parceia NOR#yniust decide similar fate for
10,900 blighted houses,a.id pos_ ibiy 15,000, atditional substandar&shouses,
puiiing city agency/n sharge of momentousdcisions influencii future ur-
1571 geography of New@rleans.

Wi te-Spring 2008 B. W. Cooper, G7] eete, St. bérnard, and Lafittehcusing projects
are demolished and prepénea’ior mixedyincome redeveloprasit.

April 2008 Catholic archdiocesgmeorganizis its pastoral, social, (7id educational serv-
ices to accommodate post-Katrina residential settlenyes®) patterns, incoming
Latino immigrants, heavy uninsured storm damages&na declining number of
priests. Reorganizetior leads to closure and consolidation of thirty-three par-
ishes, some datinghiq antebellum times. Some eany *“gations are merged with
nearby churches, szhose proximity is traceabl Jo nineteenth-century ethnic
settlement patterns.
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April 2008 As Mississippishiwer nears flood stage (seventeen feet above sea level) at

Carrollton Gauga, smy Corps opens Bonnet Carré Spillway for ninth time
since its install @ in 1930s, and first time since 1997.

Ongoing

icane Strina story places New Orleans at center of nationwide and@
wide 4

ctua’Jiscourse on hotly sted topics, including glo

e
ing,@an ce and sustainab.lity, disaster preparation an

m
ons%
uture
jou

L

opria e of government@e relations and poverty, a e
cities. Countles?st-Katrina symposia, co es,
o

Id coa

book mentaries, and

@u ical dialogues render city %/varn-
t testb@art metaphor, p ophet, and part inspiratioé





