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Sagu.té: Geography of a Food-
ar Geography of a Word?

Taplaining scuriously ubiquitiusindigenous
Jfood o] Wighteenth-century Noith America

Wrota, Hiistorigal dnthropologist Shtmnon Lee Dawdy, “archaeol@gival [evi-
detive] indicet<s that thacharter generation itNew Orleans attempted to 1aplicate the
Ciet they fmew in Frynde,” but as time wcze/on and ties to the motherland loosened,
Ocal djets™ jurned iwore towards wild,\nfitive resources...D[*coming ‘Sivre sayuage
throug.wa procest af ¢reolization.””

Marie(iVigdeleine Hachard,@young postulant frée, Rouelnw.io arrived with
theflxsdlind Nyns in 1727, left bekint evidence that shidsTight € Dawdy’s(obgerva-
tibn.in a seriowOf remarkable lett€hto her father, Haclided recarded detaile@™ccounts
»f (amorigther things) early New Orleans food cul'yti, a topis,of partigulay interest
(o) citytel would gain worl(wide fame for its euliniary contriitions.

Dread costs ten cemig & pound,” wrotefiidshard, “afd is made of ‘ndian corn
meal; e{gs from forty-five to' ity cents a dozen; !X fourteerl cints afgatlorn.” She con-
tirtud:

We eat meatpfisiippeas, and wild beans and mapy Wads g frui’and veg-
etables, such (s p neapple which is thty/nhst excell¢n:'of all he {1 uits; water-
melon, swez* potatoes; pippins whiciiare mucli the same as the russets... of
France; figsphananas, pecans, cashewiluts, whillp,as soor dy=aten, seize the
throat; puia;’kins and a thousanaither thingsw’

[W]elite on wild beef, deed swans, ge#ye, and willd /tutkeys, hares, hens,
dud(sgeals, pheasants, pap@iidges, anaiitsind oth@iwfowl and game of dif-
ferant’xinds. The riverstyze eeming wic | enormounfish, especially turboe
[Exll) flounder] whickf.an excellent™ish, ray, (arf) [probably catfish](a7id
wafy other fishes ur.iyghwa in Fiance. They iiigke much use of cho~tlate
with milk and coffee [mocha, caf&pr lait] /A=y of this country hasyien
us a good provision of it. We drink ¥every da,sDuring Lent, meat is uXlowed
three times a week, and, durintFe year, 4neat is allowed on Sat(rd.y as in
the Island of St. Domingo. Weccustonteselves wonderfully well to the
wild food of this country. We @t bread (viiich'is half rice and haiidpur. There
is here a wild grape larger(tha the Frencii grape, but it is not.in Custers. It is
served in a dish like pltyfss. What is eaten most and is most @Oy imon is rice
cooked with milk... .3

During Lent, we aigymeat four days a week, with the C'é'ch’s permission;

and outside of titn/ season we abstain only on Fridsys. We drink beer. Our
most ordinary food 1s rice cooked with milk, wil(ik2ans, meat and fish....
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Butchers kill only twic&w,week, for it is hard to keep the meat fresh. Hunting
lasts all winter, whiciisgmmences in October. It is made at ten leagues from
the city. Wild oflen |bison] are caught in large numbers.... We pay three
cents a pound for'¥=ic meat, and the same price for venison, which is better
than the beef ojmutton which you eat in Rouen. Wild ducks are very cheap.
Teals, geese, witcthens, and other fowl and gam@e also very common....
Ttive are ovsters and cujo) of prodigious size which are delicious.... We
aisy eat wa drrielong atid,muskmelons, [andl.sweet potatoes[,] cooked in
hot ashes Apyou cogl cltestnuts.... [P]eachis #ad figs, which are in abun-
dance... %2 sent to'#s/n so great a quant/ty {rom the habitations, that we
makipreserves al‘adlackberry jelly... 3%

Sornadof these (aistic edibles remaintadimentary to Louisiana foiad s7ays to-
Uay, partidglarly oyst>rs catfish, and café a\«I7it. One dish in particular dates from pre-
Yistoric Tulicy and fateast by one descrip ién, endures on loca] reakfastiables to,this
day. Ity called sa amité.

Early Tr2pch explorers repgased this native food“with remarxable fréquericy,
thogeh theyliescribed it with equal'y femarkable inconsisteiicy. GU= 01 Iberville s crew
explained sagariité as “nothing pfpee than the groats £ Indiat corn mixedwuth wa-
wer dnd 183 to season it, then bak€d.” Pénicaut, Ibe:yille’s carneriter, desciibed it as
“’soup” giace from “a kind of Guss” produced byapatiwe cane grass, also ufed to make
yread, butlater characterizedsit ds “a boiled dishyiinade of cotn and bealas.) Le Page du
Pratz d{s:ribed “Sagamity”we‘a “maize-gruel”—wd/iing, witii so sarabm—"“which to
mptast surpassed the be't dish in France” Hemnoted thavnaians ate it “as we eat soup,
with ¢ spoon made of aiuftalo’s horn”

In fact, misStandries and settlers imNew Framse recorfied sagamité as early al
1415.%%* Jesuit Father Raul Le Jeune, speltsitigof thedwer Algonqain peoples, left bt
2ind a detailed description of the food in"wis Relatinusof 1652;

I shall say here that the Savagewsi® very fOin, ot sagatiité. The word ‘Sag-
amite(u i their language reaty tneans wateiyor warri Juiel. Now they have
externded its meaning to signity ll sorts W/ shups, brati.g, and similar things.
[It] "€ riade of cornmeal: ii#n 'y arefsh/i of thdiive sometimes give the's
sCu.grof our French flaur, “which, BYing boiledfwith water, makes sinf{iie
pyste. They do not fail te ei t it with appetite;fesncCially when we platg it
atitle ‘pimi;’ that is to sa, oil, fosthiat is thcly sugar. They use it witl, their
strawberries and raspberries....

Reuben Gold Thwaites, whao editedstiie Jesuit Relations 1f the 1950s, ex-
plained further that the word sagamité desifedfrom sogmoipi (“4iiesrepast of chiefs”)
and referred to hominy corn “utu2lly pounded into meal...bgiled in water, with the
addition of meat, fish, or oil,” ii dwsilable. Sometimes, “beans, peasypumpkins” and oth-
er seasonal vegetables “were'*0/led with the corn, especially {vhen the latter was still
green: a survival of this uego€semains in our modern ‘succctagh’...

Sagamité appetsd repeatedly in frontier jourmals,wparticularly from French
Canada, the Great Lakes, and the Mississippi Valley,“a/id rarely do the descriptions
concur. Henri Joutel 2,1/ 14 account of La Salle’s disastrous 1684 expedition recorded
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that the food was made by s peanding the Indian Corn and Baking the Meal, or mak-
ing the Pottage of the said.Nital, by [the natives] calld Sagamite...their Sort of Hasty-
Pudding.* Folklorist {far¢aret Sargent reported that the Huron Indians made sag-
amité to celebrate specijal events or welcome distinguished guests, and described it as “a
stew of gre{’r. orn, beg=, and animal brains.**’ JesuitFather du Poisson, traveling the
lower Migsiusippiin.! /27, desc:ibi:d a French and aifindian variation of the ubiquitou®

dish:

The mostwrdinary = of this country[,[ edvecially for travelers—is gru.
Coriyfs pounded!.. t&remove the outer skin, and then is boiled a long time
in weier, but thesFrénchmen sometim¢s®eason it with oil; and this is #u.
TheSsvages, poliding the corn very iiwe, sometime cook it with talipw
[zendered arim.! fat], and more ofen’only with water; this is sagamité.
Ilawever, the ¢ answers for bre2l; a spoonful of gru afi¢yr mouthfuiof
Ieat go t@gather.™®

Anothe( Jesuit, Father Pier're Taure, writing from "Quebectin 1730, ciavified
th{titire wold salamité “never had ke signification giverfoa,it througha misconteption
¢'.its [meaningJ; for it means nolL1itg but ‘the water’»0t ‘the Ufoth—is hdt, whi sag-
ampiteou..c. We then described how Indians in thataegisi saved”shal fat tg"sason their
sagumité'Iiis description, like,otners from northeinclimes, views sagansite’s form as a
oroth,yther than the corn ifighedient, as its def ning) charactenistic.””

‘The dish—and the word—remained pariof eastpsn Canads’s culture at least
into the late nineteenth ¢oatury. Wrote Johan/i/Zeorg Koién his 1681 Travels in Can-
ada,

I found thattheefid Indian nationaiWisucalled Stguitité, so Cfad. mentioned
in the earliestweports of the Jesuits,%a2 favourite ainongthe Canadian peas-
ants. Wht tL'e word means I haye i»vain in{uir2’, but (he lish consists of
maize boiled in milk [or] watese [S]ingf™y fdrmed: or a hundred years
the dafiy’hread of so many pib&smissionaiiss in thefilderness, there is a
kindof iistorical interest attacited to it.([#'if) often meluvith at the tables of
respctible citizens in Mor'tef 1 andfgumbec.*®

Sagamitésyas far less known/n/.h) Amarican Southybut not entirely loSgto Tistory. As
the regiauprepared for war in 1361, agfeorgialie wapaper recommenaadithe food as
nou‘is iment for “our boys... before gping on the 1march:”

Sagamite—DPortable Food for“Gcouts—Tiyold historians and travellers,
and Indian fighters, tell us o1'n admirhibi) and easily portabl{ 1590d, which
the Red men carried with{the m in their pouches.... It was a gonivination of
Indian meal and browii uear, three parts of the former to cfig/of the latter,
browned, together ovgi#he fire. This food, in small quant{t;cjy not only suf-
ficed to arrest hunger, bt to allay thirst. This is the famegis sagamite of the
Red men....*"

Sagamité made it to the pages of Louisiana litér&ire in the late nineteenth cen-
tury. George Washing o1 Cable referred to it fleetingly his 1879 novel The Grandissim-
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es, in which colonists “sat davis to bear’s meat, sagamite and beans” during a fictional
1699 encounter with Loésiava Indians.*® His literary rival, narrative historian Grace
King, interpreted “sagar.ity” as “hominy cooked with grease and pieces of meat or fish,”
and speculated that it represented “the original of the Creole Jambalaya, in which rice
has since bfeiimost tqahsomely substituted for corn?#* Indeed, at least one historics!
source—{tem Louistaiia in 174 ~blurred the ling'outween the two starchy ingrea:
ents: “Tae Slaves.” “seporiad, “are fed with Ricesar With Mahis [maize] husked‘aha
boiled; Wwhich igeellod Saggrpite”**

Sagamité réesembles d wide range of molera New World corn dishes, inciuding
New England sccotasivand hasty pudding therSouth’s cornbread and hush,p&ppies,
Awdiana’s #.1ac jue-choliz, Mexico’s tamale did corn soup pozole, and Me{o-Araerica’s
swet drink atole.* Fy ijo means does this/ins nuate that all, or even any, originate from
s/ gamitémsyre arematter all, only so maily ways to render c{r ijedible,qaiid disparate
cultung’s are likely(tondevelop those waygiridependently.

But argylisparate cultures likely®o name them all fhesame wiyz2 Howadicuhis
indigeifaus srora gain such an expfiiive geography? DiGwativegthe Jughouspastern
Nor:k Ametica/lise sagamité to dascitbe a wide range it Cdrn-hasea toncoghiviis, im-
plying extensive social and econoryic interaction amghgdistant Lihes?

Qr, bn the other handpdid Europeans leartithe word fion | indigdnb iis sources
n one fogion and apply it libewlly to similar foads i other regions ab iiey diffused,
describing them all as sagan!ité n their journalstAfte s, it wassaistly thasErench, not the
Indifite, who left behind the documents we read today.

The latter hypothetis is more likely t4eiase. Tim aiversemedning and range
of Swgamité suggests tha“ enchmen and other Europeantiearpad ivfrom Indians early
»n and recorded it in‘théir journals, whigh Wtarn wele r2ad byjoth :r Frenchmen, who
thence applied it lo€ualy to similar foodswmnda’passed e term,on to the next generatior
then the next, an{ s¢ on. The result: oneword with 1hany nleaiings in various plages.
Jesuit Paul Le Jeune and Pierre Lauresecined tofarnde to tilis transformation of aeSni-
tion in their piayibusly cited explanitichs fropmlo33 and | 730.

Folligmist Janet C. Gilmgie, whoge tosearch T"eame across after I developed
the above Zyothesis, studied ssgumité iy tn/ GreatsLakes region and azmived inde-
pendentlzaca similar conclysi /il Characterizingusagneiité as “a boiledpoiiaspot meal,
with flex.™!¢ ingredients [whicii] can ba niude vy sitnply as basic, evel:vaay fare [or]
dresfc)! up to be a feast food,” Gilmore caacluded,

French missionaries and expl®sers... applie’,a Native American-baSed des-
ignation, “sagamité,” to a faii-ilv of indigthoul concoctions thatthad a much
more varied range of terntinglogy, prodrses, and conceptual ¥=lationships
within and across [Natize | Peoples, legitimating the native (3/is ne while si-
multaneously homogenizing and reducing it to a single cofipent.*

If this explanatiGiyis dccurate, the story of sagami.Zi’ not so much the geog-
raphy of a food, but the gagraphy of a word. Its spatial@iftusion mimics the spread of
France’s other Old World cultural traits in the New Wori¥including language, religion,
law, economics, archityd cure, surveying systems, place names, and other food ways.*”’
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Some of those traits¥have disappeared; others thrive to varying degrees, in
places like Quebec and Maw*Orleans. Take, for example, one description of sagamité
that bears a striking res;mb’ance to a modern Southern dish, with a minimum of in-
terpretative liberty. It comes, not surprisingly, from our articulate young informant of.
circa-1727(Digw Orlegey Marie Madeleine HachardsThe people of Louisiana,” sha
wrote, “hidwery good'a food cllllel ‘sagamité) whicl{isemnade of Indian corn crushed 1%
amorta’, tiven bailcdt n watqr, and eaten with buttes o cream.**®

Ruttengese ream giy ground Indian cornie’blending of that which was(rafs-
portid 1rom France withsthat which was deriviad locally, unified in a single dishythat
is dodgumed icgularly thianghout New Orleanstoday. Sagamité, according. o (uis de-
scwiption, is{rils.

[ ™

NS

The Frénth Market 204 the
Historical-Geography 6i+oo0d Retail

How New Orlean{tits made grocerief singe Spanisis,.colonial visces

The wholesaliftg 4nd retailing of faodstuffs in co'onial t{r1's occurred in an
d&hoc manner, mosf:wan the levees and iUthe stre¢tinSpanith administrators in th
27770s grew concerneativout the difficultiesor inspefting and reg@iating foods in sugii
decentralized wayand’in 1780, erectel ghevity’s fifbgpublic pirket: a sixty-by-twenty-
two-foot wooden pavilion used mostly‘‘or meat. It%Vss repladed by a sturdier, cgvered
structure in 1792, also dominated by=hutchers.*?

Distrivation of other foodstuffs occlurfd at twol!dvels. Hunters and telmers
brought in “Céit meats of all gradist Jil, syet/ind porieiard... rice, corn, pea’, beans...
chickens &ntturkeys™'® andgsgther fresh gadiie and pipduce to the rivefr/gnt levee,
where thie)/gvere permitted ¢/ efail difestly to the‘public for a period ¢fthree hours.
Afterwands, under the watchful eye (1'€panigh /@dhorities, they were™estricted to
whdle/aling to a ragtag throng of ind€pendent verdors, who then raanied the streets
to sell to housekeepers. “Making gnaceiles” in 1780s-New Orleans raasnt either arriv-
ing at the right time on the levee, ¢z tracking®ow.1 the right pedd!sr in the street. The
system benefited neither the bufer,who haa' seek out vendors Cthe desired foods;
the vendor, who had to lug p&ishables exposed to the elemen(; ior the Spanish city
government (Cabildo), whigh@pcrificed a potential revenue! sti¢am and hindered its
ability to inspect for qualitysand regulate for price. A secofic’jnarket was needed. On
September 10, 1784,

the Cabildo dagided to construct a market large endwgh to accommodate
all the daily fo supplies...in order to have all the retailers in one place, as
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their number has ingtduged.... This public market will be large enough to
receive the merchandise and accommodate the peddlers and will protect
them from the Fad wather and excessive heat which spoils the provisions,
as well as from th&'2Cavy rains and extreme cold weather that damages and
alters their quality, and this public market should be centrally located.*'!

Arvouncements pestelllo advise the peddicys of the new rules provide in-
sight inty New @rlcutis foddycuiture of the 1780 R2ddlers of “fresh beef, fresh poll,
salted'maut andFatsages .. frytton, venison..., riceyiresh and dry vegetables, will4dwl
of aliinds and fresh fish’ayere instructed to arii=. to the market on a fixed day where
th{v viould be assigned.a swall for “a small fee® Fishermen, who traditionallymald their
cateh “in thepliza [ana]in the heat of the sui¥,on street corners, often caued .. public
nuisance When they turiped “blood, gillstan/! other waste” in front of pegple’s houses.
Taey, tol,wyre ordnea™to a designate/i pluce” in the marke, where tiiould only
sell the'r fish by the Pound (unless it wabe rare fish, marketdoieby the.aut).

Huntefs)r their part, somgsinies offered spoiled meat inshe ope ofagutez-
ingsthe Tast gicayune out their rapidiy™depreciating offering»* Thisiibtse being Sad for
the pblic hoalt,)” authorities thrgyetiie meat into the river ‘in [the hunter’slpresence”
mnaslapped a fine on the offender. Penalties for vendols stlling outside the market were
mbie seytres “8 days in jail anlGw, discretionary fine “or free fegple, anc (L lashing if

hey are slaves” selling for their Swn gain. Only 7ese slaves affiliated with ibcal market
gardel.s (‘ruck farms) had tisaireedom to vend ¢ith/r in th&t\ets orin e market.*?

As in any econojy, various sectors competed &y ressively indrpetitioned au-
therities to intervene omytheir behalf. Store rderchants(tipdainedSiveet peddlers and
askel the Cabildo t&yntdhibit their activityyBoth marchisats gihd, peddlers lost retait

wsiness to the whelisalers on the levet, C.¢y inspactads and Waxsollectors wrangled

sith all sectors: certais members of the Cuhildo, for exumpleyresisted the constructio.s
of a dedicated fisl market on groundsét Cost ana sl ahliness, S panish officials irfgan-
eral meddled brashly in setting prices. tdxing, ar(d s ipulatifigproviders, particulariyfor
beef and flour, ¥’ subjects of onge'ng contrg¥ersies in he Cabildo’s deliberaighs.*?
Not willing (¢/1/t the free market(alicategesadrces anl1 Set prices on its owl, the Ca-
bildo, in ofic™ase, raised the prifat bear at—/not bgeanse of the scarcity #fb¢ars, but
the gunpeyvaer and ammuni‘iga jleeded to kill them. ™

1 &ddlers continued to piay a rglpiil the fevril.economy for years so/zome: Ben-
jamih lLatrobe reported in 1819 that “inCvery stioat during the wholeday [enslaved]
black women are met, carrying baskcsa‘apon their heads calling at the/doors of hous-
es”*'> Most working-class citizens/however, avaiicd themselves to the convenient new
centralized public market systemfr their réiil needs, making it \\f¢ sounding success.
When the market structures wardestroyed by the Good Frid(y/iire of 1788, the city
government replaced them dpring 1790-92 with an open-airfity-ket and soon remod-
eled it into an enclosed stall nrarket where St. Ann Streetgmects the levee. Tradition
holds this milestone (spec®gally 1791) as the foundatian i the French Market, al-
though antecedent entitiessdate back to 1780.

The marketygrew in 1799 to accommodate tiiw controversial fish market,
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and shortly thereafter for thewlisplay of veal, pork, and lamb. Colloquially called the
“French Market” or “Creale Warket” (because uptown Anglo-Americans and visitors
dubbed everything in tie ol 1 city as “French” or “Creole” regardless of its true ethnic
affiliation), New Orleans’ first municipal market expanded periodically over the next
140 years. {(/iyrorigingl-heat market at St. Ann was destroyed by a hurricane in 1812
and replaC&d by an extait pillaled Roman-style arcaliona vegetable market arose at tii
St. Phili) nitersectiva’in the,1529s, followed by a £sh'and wild game market (184C). 1
fruit riasket, angle Jazaar pigrket (1870) for dry getds. Finally, in the 1930s, G(l'afin
Strest wds cleared away forfiie open shed that n\w/hosts the French Market flea fimrket
sta’l¢.{Ihe entuesmunicipe!,market system also epanded, starting in 1836-22 with the
StaMary, Po drs, and (A ashington marketsiadjacent faubourgs, and con inui g with
th&'Tremé, the Dryadieshand a dozens of ¢Che's into the early twentieth century.*

Th FrengiwMarket gained wid/:pread fame in the & ¢bellumgary, thanks to
the stady'streant oiwisitors who wrosgavout the spectaclfspon setfiiiy foot ol /ure
leveesMost wayd—with varying desrecs of eloquence—'-o1¥ the maicit’s imgredible
ethniCiversity \“all nations underthe sun have here viinited far<= their spepimens
of nlnan cettle’”'”), or on the dizaving linguistic souni{scipe (*....atonfusion"of lan-
ouuges various as at Babel...”). A{ilitor from Edinbyfih in 182omoted thin the fish-
er 1i2n we e 1alking Spanish,” passibly Islefios from $%, Bernard Palish, “wiallamongst

he rest‘C£the crowd there was® pretty equal digtsibation of French ant inglish.” His
invent)/y'of foods for sale daririg his late April vigit i npartsmathe ideamf tiw city’s food
cultéient the time:

...cabbages, peds/bzet-roots, artichokes, French béins, radishes/and a great
variety of spotictiseeds, and caravans(is (4 type of 0% ]; —(botdioes both of
the sweet and 2ish kind;—tomatodurice, Indifa ¢Orn, gingdylackberries,
roses and violiuts, oranges, bananas, Wpples;—fawis tied iy threes by the leg,
quails, gir ges bread, beer in bottlgs, and salt fizh 1.

[At] efely second or third piliaisat one oi"fiore blddiywomen, chattering
in Frendl), selling coffee and.crivcolate [24d] smokingishes of rice, white
as s1.Op, which I observed ta- Jount(y fiaple eaih'o with great relish, alos g
w(tliwvery nice mess of stulf, which itadk to beCunry.... But I found itéig
sgled gumbo, a sort £t ¢l tinoug vegetable Squuof which ... I learrinatici-
vaids to understand the Wilue. +8

Some noted not only the lahg(ages, ethnicities, and foodst(ii; of the French
Market, but also the pretty girls. Thistyrical des=¥iotion dates from 1552:

Sunday morning in the Cre/le Market™". We dash into the ¢;6wd, like a
bold swimmer, desperii.to make our way; but ho! our stef#; -rrested by a
blue-eyed lassie, fresh g4 innocent from the vineyards of i &Danube or the
Rhyne, whose offesed Cup of smoking “Mocha” temps the appetite, and we
pause to sip the fragmantbeverage...

Lo! On our right stands a burly butcher, red to théelbows.... In the middle
of the marke(¥w fight our way gallantly [through] tiie well-filled baskets,
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overrunning with meatgnd vegetables that soil our vestments....

[Flish that swarf. in viaters long dried up are offered on the altars of Epicu-
rus; and birds ot Swiinge feather, the date of whose demise is wrapt in the
mygstery of forgatten times. There are eels from Lake Borgne, croakers and
crol'sirom Poliic. tartrain, red fish from the briny®usf, and ... shad preserved
{i'e, importea irom th fa East. There is pickiugéor the larder of the very
beut, and if 751 choase it guardedly, of the warsy, too.*

Swedish“waveler 1¥adrika Bremer, wl{o thured the market in Januaiy, 1551,
fousd 1t “in 124 bloom 1 Sunday morning each week,” reflecting, she obsei‘sad, the
dificrence bftween Freitlyand Anglo observante of the Sabbath. “The Fr¢nch Market
1swne of the most livglysand picturesque sg€hes of New Orleans,” wrote Breliier.

One feels /s 1transported at oncd t\/{ great Paris marché (v ept] thasone
here me«s with various races (1 Jpeople, hears many diitrent lamguages
spokenfind sees the productigns Of various zones. Hire are Englisyirish,
Gepmansy'rrench, Spanish, Mugicans. Here are negfSug,and Jndia . Most
[w' 0 sel[] are black Creoles. Chnatives, who have the ¥wench aniniution and
gayety, who speak French (e itly....

Custhe outskirts of the(mdarket you found Indliansf;] wrappadiin their blist-
2ats, with their serions, uliiform, stiff counf@mnces, andydowncast gves ...
1O ]utside the marke:-n ace, Indian boys ‘“aare Jhootingmth bowmgnatur-
rows to induce yoyng white gentlemen to purchase théirey weapf.is, These
red boys were adoimad with...brilliant rio¥@n round. fiivir brows, ®ad with
feathers....

I wandered atamfig the stalls, whiciwe:€ piled wp “With gampetid fruit, and
flowers, bréaand confectionery,“grain and sregutablesyand innumerable
good thir{zs {1l nicely arranged. 5. Tae fruit-{ tal spvere 12aliy a magnificent
sight; they were gorgeous withet:le splendi¥triuts of every zone, among
which@Were many tropical orCwguite news me. Bgjween two and three
thousard persons, partly purcisers an(l pétly sellerfwere here in move-
mer# pat through all there(nte railedsomuch gdw/l order and so much suz -
ny, dpiable vivacity, that Giwg,could Yot Felp beizg heartily amused. Pegple
hreafasted, and talkely, s 11 laughed just as im thowtiarkets at Paris .42

Wro#®n I6cal journalist upon visiting ti snarkeaih 1859,

About midnight the markets lieain to shewwigns of life; the coffee wbles are
decorated with their array ¢ cups of stgmming Mocha, and visit2d by many
for business or amusemen.3,

[T]he dull sound of cart Wheels is heard, and the butchgrs ind vegetable
vendors bring their,qi:#.a of the daily food of New Orleans!Tae noise of the
hammer and the ¢2avinis heard, as beefsteaks, chops ali¢ 1\ bs are separated
and hung up temnt'ngly, while pyramids of vegetablesjmountains of game,
and cart loads of fistiare spread out upon the stall¢...

Daylight appeay!, and the crowd of visitors keeps increasing; servants with
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their baskets, gentlen1®a,enjoying an early smoke... fine ladies out for an
early walk; and goou™yousewives who do their own marketing. The dense
crowd [keeps] rfiovii 'z in a double human stream [through] peddlers and
dealers of every niwiginable kind. Here the Italian, with his basket of eggs,
there the Yankde, with a table covered with cakes of soap, trinkets and nick
na:zls ‘squatt€ch this side, the Indian squaw [@wks calm and indifferent,
ity the bunches of saséaftes roots, aromatic pliuits from the forest, and the
stiull bag 0:f0'nbo pawdes.... [A] little further tite plantation negro will of-
tet you hotyy, palmetto Urooms and young Caic/ens|,] rabbits, Guinea pigs
and chovg,Shangha \ir Bantam fowl. The Frenchmen solicits your attention
to hisscheap, fine(gownds, while you are startied by the hoarse voice of the
Spanish Systermen,erying “salt oysters! ™!

Mathaniel E. bishop, who canoed al¢ne down the Mississippi to New Orleans

atound ¥87%, desqithedrthe market’s “girange motley group(s7 vith theeetandard ca-
dencf idwery fxdvicism and ethnicSpareotyping:

We see tiye Sicilian fruit-selles witn his native dialectmthe brisk Fremch ma-
daire wth her dainty stall; ti.amild-eyed Louisiang/iadian womagwith her
sack UI'gumbo spread out/osiure her; the fish-dealewith [34] odd patofs;
tuimdark-haired creole lady with her servant glid:z2iere andithere; thesala
$pailish gentleman witl{iwg blood of Castilesinging in his'yeills; the gra-¢-
%l French dame in her Cwcoming toilet; thes'lestew woman with hfr cark
Yyes and rich olive (‘on plexion; the pur{,An¢io-Saxan,sve, ever aiosin-
guishable from all others; and, swarming among ther@®ll, t.e irps pressible
negro, —him you {2ad in every size, shap€.snd shade, fiom the Ui yellow
picaninny to higtetind and inky granGmotlier, frop: th » lazy wiri1i"darky...
to the dignifictcotored policeman... /%7

New Orleas) municipal markeasystem enjoyed its heyday in the late nin¢
teenth century. Whal thwarted its domjination in‘the Litter years were the increagingly
ubiquitous corner grocery stores, maiiy"of whicll wire estabished by Italians and Gther
immigrants wlig dot their start in th2 French Muarket. Thti: iatentionally dispeised ge-
ography gav{: /il corner grocers ¢ 1hjor gmmuLtitive, duvantage over centralized mar-
kets: convgiience. The city fought pack tzith/a 1901-aw that prohibited grodleries to
open within iine blocks of a/ny n ripalimarket, and in't%11, the systemaxvorided to its
thirtys%u.tn unit (double the riumber/Sota 1890). New Orleans at th', time boasted
the Jughest per-capita number of publiv’marketsigmong major Améiisan cities, and
quite pussibly the highest absolute nvsmber as vwell.*

Municipal markets, nevertheiess, becaifiigjincreasingly ill-suited for twentieth-
century city life. Nearby corner grasery st6it's continued to draw (gnsumers away from
the drafty halls of the picturegguesdld stall markets. Then, autcfSbiles, supermarkets,
franchises, suburbanization, pnd nnally nationalized and glgBnlized food production
and distribution redefinedutiediy the geography of food retsii."Within a few decades,
progress rendered the majhat system—and to some degrecsics old nemesis, the cor-
ner grocery—obsolete. Viast markets closed by the lafe 1 950s, their structures either
demolished or retrofit for other uses. Yet their geograpiissurvives: a number of mod-
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ern-day commercial clusterg, long corridors such as Magazine, Prytania, Decatur, and
Claiborne, reveal the oldsmaitet locations.

After the dem se ¢/ markets and corner stores, local retail chains (namely
Schwegmann’s), plus increasing numbers of regional and national chains (such as
Winn-Dixil* /1 latersS=-a-Center), came to domina#e the New Orleans food marke!
By centuify'nend, Schwegmantis'ciosed and Winn-Diiaig, Sav-a-Center, and finally Wau
Mart ga'neved the s shave 6fithe market. Whilssorne single-location independcyit;
and sifidllocalglenlls (Langenstein’s, Ferrara’s, Zuppardo’s, among others) still {ad=d
the «ityscape, most New Qticanians spend mot o f their food dollars at natigua!,big-
bof Zhains. Taowrapid tiasstormation reflected ¢he shift in the city’s businesswector
e locally owned colyb inies to regional &d global firms. That trend revi>rse( some-
Wit two years after uyricane Katrina, whel) the unstable postdiluvian business envi-
r/ nmentwp hoked the nntional Sav-a-Cel ter chain out of the/r¢ Zion. Inétsiplace came
Thibadaui-based rkuses, which to thgsleiight of many Nev@sleanians, vroughtiback
many@aditiongif'acal food specialties to'the city’s superm!itkét shelves

Themsan:€ cannot be said@©4the French Mark¢Guyhichgass hitially @perates
touawas a “festival marketplace,’scatering to visitors’swaiit of,souvénirs rathiét than
residentsineed for food. Many locda! historians, unableii see pasithe trinkoss and the
beail-draj ed tourists, generallyndisdain the place, 1Gudly lameltir'g the ffassing of the
‘real” niisket of decades ago. They are missingaqmething. At least in{tip Flea Mar-
ket anf1/cruit and Vegetable no 'tions of the corizples, stall-bwatid vendars s¥ll create an
operl marketplace ambience which loosely matches theieseriptior(s ®acorded in his-
toricarjournals. More significantly, the vend(s/'most @fithem ipsmugrants, continue
thofrench Market’ssndient legacy as a place of extraor&arysthiic diversity, where

vorking-class newcone s can launch theivéaivn busireises aiid d termine their owm
destiny. The market tself survives as th&wgoré vestiocwf thesld Spanish public marxcs
system, tracing a (irect lineage to the (Gadildo deltheiaions (it ¢ver two centuriesmgo.

Reflected one observer of thellench Maiket in 1{59,

Thepe is something there nat to'be fourd cisewhere, Wiid to our mind, the
stuay =< the living pangratafiat] tle £i¥) marke®yould give the observis

al:¢r ect idea of the cembiited elemantd that mfke\New Orleans the ntcss
Dromprehensible citf i th e Statas.**

N ) N
“Concerngiakin Assemble Togd“ier”

Business districs.<.nd commercial clusters in Ne.w Orleans

Firms often cluster with their competitors to oy the infrastructure, resources,
labor pool, services, cns. customer base upon which all in the industry depend. New



Humanizing the Landscape 249

Orleans, the South’s premigr ity for over a century, boasted an intricate network of
industry districts. Examplas from the early nineteenth century include a “banking dis-
trict” at the intersection of Rbyal and Conti streets and a cluster of publishers along up-
per Chartres Street. Many more districts formed in the bustling late antebellum years.
Reported 7h-Daily Pigajune in 1859:

Uwrondele{ Safret was Yavoted entirely to cottorfnd shipping; Canal [host-
] the a000ds traaluChartres was expe(ted to retain the variety trade;
St. Chaites, with its vl ous places of amugement, could retain only certain
clasges of offices,Cugides coffee saloons ain’cigar stores; Magazine had a
near_md&uopoly ointhe wholesale bootgand’shoe and a goodly part of
wh( les e dry ¢obbus trade; from Tchot pitoulas to the levee, Canal to La ay-
ette, Westerngpipduce reigned; Poy¢iajclaimed as a specialty bagging ana
rope.

In the 1¢70s-1900s, “exchanjjes "formed in certaiz,commodiybaseduincuis-
tries; se)ving ad ¢elitral meeting plagts for information-shait 2g, negdfiadon, invasting,
trafiing, malketing, and socializing\Exchanges typically ook the raxm of an (4l orate
klilaing siteati the heart of the 1o/ pective industry’s distict, blgoming a sdrief “capi-
@ for th-whusiness community. Cotton firms formed 2 centraliged Cottess Exchange
at Larogalitt and Gravier in!1571; produce mefiehaiits followed with thiir Produce
Zxchapge ¥n Magazine Stre€in 1880 (which Jateljevolved tato the Biard of Trade).
Sugar nisichants launched tii€Louisiana Sugar Exeliange in, 1843 onhe'French Quar-
tet Tivee’s “sugar district/\and expanded it togdnslude riccin 1889.4%, Stock Exchange
fofmf/d among the brokery of Gravier Street n*1906, fhaking thdr/aiea New Orleans’
diewer to Wall Street.?%,Other exchanges—~/he Meckianics; Dfalers and Lumbermen®
Jilhange; the Mexicall and South Amerisan Exchiinge; the AtCiioneers’ Exchanf;
and the Fruit Exchangg, to name a few*bGth reflefeed and remnforced the geographicai
concentration of casipeting firms. A 1304 streefcainrap ligtod'the districts that/dour-
ished during thexcity’s turn-of-the-cgatury ecorianic boom:

PRINCIPAL SHOPPING/U(ETRIGT. . anal Street,wt Bourbon and Dag-
nhine Streets.

GENMERAL OFFICE U1 TRICT. Carondelet ai.d. £ ommon Streets,

S PPING DISTRICT G anal Strews, at Canal Stieet Ferry Landing,

TWHOLESALE COTI'ON DIST{R.GT. Cal oy iliet and Gravier Stre®ets.

WHOLESALE GROCERY MISIRICT. 1¥ydras and Tchounitvulas
Streets.

WHOLESALE SUGAR ANMD RICE D151 2MCT. North Peters and Cus-
tomhouse Streets.

NEWSPAPER DISTRICT. /Camp Street, between Gravigz and Poydras
Streets.

HOTEL DISTRICT &t#Charles and Common Streets.

THEATRE DISTRECT. Canal and Baronne Streets9and St. Charles
Street.*”’

In these districts are represented three major L isiana crops—cotton, sugar,
and rice—and New Cyleans’ two long-standing major industries: shipping and tour-
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ism, represented by the hotet Wistrict. The remaining districts reflect New Orleans’ role
as alocal and regional huhtoibusiness, retail, journalism, and the arts.

A publication (hy (eorge W. Engelhardt in the same year described Canal
Street as the “retail quarter,” Tchoupitoulas as the “wholesale grocery district,” and
Camp Strel*t o the “fipaicial, jobbing, and newspapesstreet.” His identification of the
Cotton E&¢hange at, CarondelCtaiid Gravier as the{iieb of the “money quarter of tie
city” ref ected the 1¥:rortamse &S cotton to the citw’s,etonomy. Between this fiscal ple-
cinct £iidthe Mesel Uippi River was what Engelhand( called “the wholesale busiressiof
the <ity,” meaning its wazehusing, manufactusing, and shipping district. WrGws, En-
geliindt:

The produce gind rruit trade... has a /8t or two of its own ; lumber... takes
tovthe basin$ %a¢minating the [Old, bagin and New BasinlaCanals ; af’d in
oeneal it i’ to'e said that here, ad1i\ /e greater cities everyw here, conserns
akin assexhle'together. Thus the {royery and provision liespthe impart cof-
tee tradCpshe iron works, the psinuiig and publishing Fouses, the hofse and
mulgsmariets have each thejfawn special locality s@tewherains about,
thil pari cular quarter of traad##?®

Pcihaps the most renowned “industry” chustofof histofigNew Ofinans—Sto-
ryville, the Ted-light district baunded by Basin, St. Isauis, Robertson, andberville/Ca-
nal—fopmed by default wh¢ii 2 1derman Sidney Stoiy had prestitution‘oegined (1897)
from,th'rest of the city. By tne early 1900s, nearly everygiruciure yithin those eigh-
teer: alocks served some‘Gupect of the sex indyf#tay, from fitthy cribs walively saloons to
gdad) “sporting house{”Storyville declined in‘the mi¢;1'10s and c osed by order of
trieNavy Departmen’ 1191917; most of its {tratctures We i dembDlislfed around 1940 fo.
c1e Iberville Housirg rroject.

Prostitutien, was not the oniyatrade clusidned by Javs, Another less famous
but far more signifiCant case involved historic MNew#Orlefins” most disdained«irban
nuisance: the gjimal slaughtering i@ustry. Livastock lamditig and slaughterifigiwere
once restricted 10 “Slaughterhouse Foint” in [\)gers, but cwvenience led the industry
to relocate t0 tlie city’s side ofitheiziver. fuiladle whaiwes, cheap land for Siqckyards,
plentiful itanigrant labor, andfdiacency t&we rapilly'srowing upper he t/'df the me-
tropolis ({shined most livestodz £nipmeiss in the,mid!; 1800s to the ban'swf Lafayette
and Jaticason cities immediately uprive! tom 43¢ W Orleans—and itgtarinking water
sou.z<. There the animals awaited piyrchase by the city’s hundred-plpmbutchers, most
of who hailed from the Gascony région of Fratice and operated shops citywide. The
“Gascon butchers” had the right t&alaughter"0y tlieir own premigey, which minimized
their costs and inconveniences {vhile empowcring them to time niie killing according
to market demand. Largely un-egulated and lacking municipal gaoage disposal, many
butchers dumped blood, enfefis, excrement, carcasses, and‘qther offal in the nearby
backswamp, on adjacent lats,"r worse, into the river at poin{s dbove the drinking-water
intakes. Nearly every neighoorhood suffered malodorous aiid,unsanitary conditions on
account of the butchers’ dispersed geography. Citizens, ¢ilowing the lead of numerous
other cities, petition i Jiie state to relocate, concentrate, and regulate New Orleans’
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abattoirs.

The biracial Resanstruction-era state legislature complied in 1869 with “An
Act to Protect the Hea':h o the City of New Orleans, to Locate the Stock-Landings
and Slaughter-Houses, and to Incorporate the Crescent City Live-stock Landing and
Slaughter-Kqure Comginy”*® The law called for gantralizing slaughtering activity
across thfiver and oranting & ravnopoly to one gfowp to carry out this trade. Marj
citizens!applaudeai’he newglavy and some investad in the publicly traded stocii/ 4.
makedits livestpel landingrgna slaughterhouse cestiplex arose quickly once lan{{/vfas
acquired’in Algiers:**

OtherSphowevewwere outraged, principally the Gascon butchers,Adetting
tilam were {10: e who plufosophically oppdiad monopolies, suspected cc rup ion, or
sittply resisted all acfios of the Reconstr(iction state legislature for political, racial, or
a/iti-Nortle'in reasmas. The butchers fild! nearly 300 lawsuit/, spme ofgzich arrived
to thewdocitet of tlle W.S. Supreme Coupip Laeir argument regted on the recintly rafificd
Fourg@nth Amepdment, which (the,butchers’ ex-Confederate lawyc«i-onically*eon-
tended ) engpwed Uroad federal profustion against state {fifsingeman=tYon bagiy rights
sucliss praciicir g one’s trade. In the tneanwhile, they firnied their own assgciation to
r1val the monopoly, and built an eds? bank facility alofidthe lowciparish lifigimmedi-
ato1) beldw Inckson Barracks. #e monopoly eventinlly acquir>d ' his netr tatility, and

vhen wlikers “were given a ch¥ice between the gampuny’s fairly makes/iyoriginal ab-
attoir (11)ilgiers] and largei \b¢ tter-equipped c.we lo -ated cmetie samgssiaonof the river
as thSWity, the vast majority quickly abandoned the wessbaitk facilitly. !

In 1873, the U.S, Stpreme Court rul€?ir / favor gfishe mongpoly. Justices in the
slisinajority limited\th&« interpretation of.the Fourteeita Amend ient to protecting
‘he rights of newly fizec slaves only, whileWiwpressly aze1ding 3lte/ing the postbellum
halance of power b&uyeen the federal gowariiment antthe states. They also sanctioned
certain levels of s(ate)police power in thetnterestiof Hiblic llealth. The decision imthe
so-called Slaughter-house Cases has siftecbeen viewed by hittorians as among the imost
controversial dodfinfluential in the/odrt’s histery, cont{s ¢d by both liberal ¢adicon-
servative legligyholars.

Layalty, the Slaughter-nese Case: resu (ted inshe'concentration of bavloirs be-
low the citv Proper, namely thie/i8vermost cornersof e Ninth Ward, new *=esent-day
ArabigTiis locale kept the smdliy, noisy, thessy™Uperation downriver (roin the city’s
watgl Jpurce, sufficiently far from the pozalatiora minimize offensiviipdors yet close
enougyto supply meat markets and\consumeys, and positioned oif tii2 more conve-
nient east bank of the river. Counglesy animais=.pre slaughtered in this de jure indus-
try district into the early twentieth, Céntury when growth pressule’lfd to the area’s ur-
banization. Relocated again, thewily’s last abattoir closed in 1§G3) Vestiges of the old
slaughterhouse and its ancillary fanctions can still be found . tne present-day Arabi
and Lower Ninth Ward cisyscayes, while ramifications of tha {dmous Supreme Court
case abound in the Ameri&m legal landscape.

During the Depiission, at a time when indugfiyy district formation began to
weaken, Works Progress Administration writers observeisome old and some new con-
centrations:
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Most of the fur dealciware still to be found along North Peters and Decatur
Sts. Royal St. ha/ beci'me one of antique shops.... Coffee roasters and pack-
ers are... along Mygizine and Tchoupitoulas Streets from Canal to Howard
Ave, Farther uptown, Poydras St. from Camp to the river is the wholesale
friif, Jproducéiia.id poultry center, while the yiacipal meat packers are
f0%ad near Magazine ar'd |iilia Sts. The sectiol’ vesween Camp St. and the
river, and C¢nll St.ena¥ackson Ave., contains 1itost of the wholesale job-
bing housepand many Of the manufacturing ,olints. Carondelet St. has al-
ways beciythe streevf he cotton brokers findbankers.**

Theswirca-1969s iniddle-class exoffts, and ensuing decline offudiyntown
hear'some biefne for thdisappearance of-New Orleans” historical industigsistricts.
Weightier‘actors int'nce national and glc'at technological changes in the various in-
lastriegand he fléw f finances and dafa tlerein, which oftei 2liminatecitile need\for
players g cluster“spatially. In other caji¢sithe industry leadir rélocateGpwhile isg clan-
petithrsifolded( 7y ewspaper Row,” Witish formed on CampaStreet tear NatchemAlley
in {9 1550¢, deglined once the Tinzs-ricayune moved tg Larayette S.auare in th2 £1920s
afid'i's compeuitors went out of biifiness. The French Ouuster ldge’s Sugar Divarict de-
Zined oncinthe premier sugar processing facility movsico St. Parnard Pagistiin 1912.
Ths Cottondistrict disappear=a Uy the early 1960sa1ter federalédivolvemest in cotton
pricingreiidered the CottonsZychange obsolete

et some old clustersSurvive, and some n® ones have 1) rmelt. Bourbon Street
gainad worldwide fame at nightclub and bar district aroui.d World War 11, a reputation
thiit grows deeper with(e/gry subsequent generdtion. Thae Jecently jdiscovered” Ware-
lteuse District is, desrise its name, today nidiz of a h@pl, Testfurant, and convention
“@lvices zone than @1i¢fof warehousing®An arts arfd ifiuseum “istrict formed in t4»
carly 2000s in the sicthity of Julia, Camp, and Andiaw Higgiie Drive, anchored by the
highly successful it ever-expanding National Wetj<. Waz 14 D-Day) Museur, the
up-and-comingsDgden Museum of Squthern At /ind the stalwart Civil War Meseum
at Confederate iemorial Hall. Royahand Claityes streeti,/till comprise the amtiques
district in th French Quarter, as#hily haife for over®wentury, while Magadine Street
plays that (¢le"uptown. The gity s'medicaid
to the sitirg of Charity Hosg 4l faere {1833, bust’ad until recently wiythe clinical,
educatienal, and research activities of Tulyne Ufav ity Medical Schopl*@narity Hos-
pital. U niversity Hospital, Veteran’s Adinunistratioriy Louisiana State LIniversity Health
Sciences Center, Delgado Commdinity“Collegetand other entities. 5w blocks away,
the Orpheum, Saenger, Joy, and £fate Palagswmarie the Canal/Basin intersection the
city’s theater and entertainment/Qisirict.

Katrina-related floodyfamage darkened the theater disiic” and led to the clos-
ing of the historical Charity [3sypital nucleus of the medical(d.s'rict. With most other
old districts now defunct, ofaa,is tempted to consider the bySihess-clustering trait to be
a thing of the past.

Not quite. In 2003; an effort to recognize ani s romote a “Greater New Or-
leans Biosciences Ecqgmic Development District” gained momentum, aiming to ex-

iderict oft lewer Tulane Avenfic)draceable



Humanizing the Landscape 253

ploit the Tulane Avenue meaieal cluster to foster a new biomedical research industry.
Hurricane Katrina tempasarily derailed that effort, but it spawned another: The state
legislature’s call for the | eog aphical consolidation of civil and criminal courts in 2006
inspired a one-billion-dollar “Justice Facilities Master Plan” for the area bounded by,
Tulane, BriizdrI-10, quehJefferson Davis Parkway. Viawed by supporters as a rationg!
way to urfiinco-depentent fun:fichs and share resofiiuss, the clustering plan is bitter:)
opposes . by'CBR-Lvs.d lawshriis and those who dapend on them.

Tt remgées 0 be seginit New Orleans intentionally develops a new biom{aif:al
or legal district. YeUat a smauier level, spontanecyis ousiness clustering thrives. Viagte a
TifurspPicayur.ejournalistiawo years after Katrinaj

Call it the gagigtion phenomenon: fidycapitalist oddity in which business®
esidecide to Clygster along the same, LwCk or intersection s their comipeti-
tion, rathe’ titen spread out acro<s |2 city to capture diif(r’nt streains of
customer, ‘Lake the two gelato {0 3ps in the 3000 blockfor MagazinssStreet.
And th#eacery stores along Tshoupitoulas Street.

No vtw) of the city’s largest p¥wate hospitals have Zniwunced plait to open
imaging centers directly ad:¢s, the street from each,ocier at {2 intersectitin
orMapoleon and Claiborne avenues.**

ndeed,_cencerns akin” contaue to “assemble tfgther”

Passinay; Judgment 6 New Brleany Society

A city’s striking abi’iy to inspiiegassiopatereaction

Al gnonymous “Officer™at NewnQdieans,(waiting in 1744, fofid little in
French gb7onial New Orleantishc ety témdmire. Thashis letter circulated’s London on
the eve™at an English war with France fijesr expllir ¥ caustic tone (ana‘p<rhaps com-
profi’ e its objectivity). “The Frenchdive sociably ¢nough,” he allowed.

but the officers are too freefwiul the towirs heople; and the town's people
that are rich are too proud.andlofty®¥ae1 inferiors hardly dae th speak to
them.... [A]n upstart fel ow thinks that others are not wgrthy to look at
him. Every one studies ::.2agwn profit; the poor labor for a wesk and squan-
der in one day all they/#ve earned in six[;] the rich sjetheir time in
seeing their slaves Wazkto improve their lands, and ge##ioney which they
spend in plays, balls wad feasts.***

New Orleanians’ favorite “pastime,” he continu{d, “is women,” and of the 500
or so he estimated inW}e city, “I don’t believe without exaggeration that there are ten
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of them of a blameless charaduer....” Men fared little better in the officer’s eyes: “the
rich man knows how to ssocere himself justice of the poor....” Those lacking money
nevertheless “are seldor.\ wif 1out wine in their cellars; the tradesmen is seldom a week
without drinking it beyond moderation; but that is nothing in comparison with the
soldier”

Rewwonder, New Orléa;"society failed tofupress. “The country,” explained
the officer, “wasg, at st setilea'by lewd, good-formothing people sent from Frariq=
includifigthosqeeit no fatiiprs, taken ... out of thohospitals at Paris and L'Orien{” The
ne’er do*wells appdrentlypassed on their vulgase nes to the present [1740s].genera-
tiof1“A child'Ofisix yearS‘wf age knows more her¢ of raking and swearing than a%oung
nien of 25 it Frince; alyl iin insolent boy of'22, or 13 years of age will bold v in<ult and

=trike an old man.”*¢

Thioffices’s citvique of French/bldiers” indulgences/quiiers a gligaiise into the

streetacnltre and‘edenomics of the cirgpy1740s city:

Liquors ((r a pistole a bottle; ! randy, three livres fiftean s6ls; rum and wine,
fift] sol¢) bread, twelve sols 4 pound; butcher’s meat; 4ix sols; a sakling pig)
100's¥5; a turkey, three orfcaplivres; a goose, fifty s&ls; a dultl, twenty-five,
@¥eal, twelve; a small salad, diirty; and if one willHdss a quarteiof an hout
vith a female, white, refwar black, or tawny, yoasnust reckins pon a il ¢r
Sfty sols.*”

Withm,vistole worth around two dollars, a livre about twentsetits, ai2da sol one-twen-
tieth'ef a livre, a dinner o1 twandy, bread, and #Use follosvedl by fifteciy minutes with a
prast tute cost $1.87,inFr/nch colonial New Orleans.

Though littl¢ 15known of this andxnyinous ddf.c?r anc the accuracy of his dé
scriptions, a reader s struck by the numbewof mo&arn-day New Orleans stereotyj¢'s
he invoked: a haygiiyy elite, loose mordiw,balls ard teyelry, aripking and prostitution,
all amid tensions or'race and class. The-htter wagmot’published in France and d-d,not
come to the atfe/ision of historians v1ie:! 1887.

05

Nearly a half-century after the ¢zonymdts officer’s missive, Chevalier Guy de
Soniavidu Fossat, who first arrived to N/ w Orleans as a French officdc ) 1751, penned
a “Synopsis of the History of Lousiahia, frorfi .y, Founding of the Colony to End of
the Year 1791,” which his descepderit, Cliniles/ T. Soniat, translét¢d)in 1903. Though
mostly a light history and descripsion, the pamphlet contains ii#8resting perspectives
informed by Soniat’s personal.experiences in the colonial citys*Atter having spoken of
Louisiana and of its soil, wie Gught to say something of the Creéles who inhabit it,” he

begins.

Creoles are defined to be “the children of Europads born in the colony.”
They, in gend i ifeasure about five feet six inches in height; they are all
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well shaped, and of agitaable figure; they are lively, alert and agile, and not-
withstanding the gréawheat of the climate, are laborious. They are born with
ambition, and a/l hoy st self esteem. They are endowed with a natural dis-
position for all sciesCes, arts and exercises that amuse society. They excel in
dancing, fencirg, hunting, and in horsemanship. Nature has favored them
wick ¢ penetraiiig and agtive mind, and they arg®anable of being easily in-
{uiwsted. The lack of teach 15 renders their edugiation somewhat incomplete,
antt it mushe said 4in afjustice, that... they.postess... politeness, bravery,
a1id beneviance. Thay ave good fathers, goo L fr ends, and good kinsmen.

The(yomen, besideshaving the qualities abGve enumerated are agreeable in
figura,arid seldom Geformed. They malingood mothers, and are devotedtd
thel:hiisbands‘ah¢ their children; and i their marital relations seldom are
they unfaithflur ).

vl ]Le strehoer arriving in this wildind savage country, wili be suspiised
to see in‘this capital, as exist in (I} (Suntries of Europesariliiant agfernblies
where {i¢Li¥eness, amiability, afiligayety reign supremé. &

Sottiats while himself not&réole (on account ¢:this Freach birth), fashered the
muitesséntial old-line aristocratic‘white Creole family/ sb it is piadvible thattais rather
9t >ring Cme romanticized “Poiwait of the Creole” réflacts this pelsonal ¢ircimstance.
The popular usage and understatiding of the terpGredle wogld transfq m throughout
the néx two centuries, at fitsts.bandoning the ¢:¥d en-of-Ea dpeansfvgritin-the-col-
ongz{deiinition in favor of'a native-to-Louisiana meaningyand later Aitiier including or
adamantly excluding theye with African blaod (lependiily on whinras doing the de-
finlifg). One aspect ¢£Soiiat’s Creole portraét which thrivisin tlie pdpular imaginatior
aday is that of the likaly’and chivalrouston wvant—tlis’Creolias/s cultured, fascings.:
lag, slightly mystericus, and ultimately usknowable specimun of humanity. Quite ur:
like the anonymc s Hfficer of 1744, Sdniat extencad tiose ganrous characterizgtians
to New Orleans itself— “where politeriess, ami( biiity, and ‘guyety reign supreme;

< s

Spénish officer Frain'sg) Botiigny, who iesided in Louisianaagm 1769 to
1775, a1 subsequently wrote an inflye/iyzal Mim % for the Crowngsitired Soniat’s
favd=alle views of local society. Indulging in hyperbole, he painted a rasy picture of the
colony tor his superiors:

Without a doubt this prg¥iace, the iigsc favorable to poptlition in the
world, the salubriousness O%ics climate, the amenity and fertui®) of its fields,

the abundance and shadiiiss of its forests, and the ease gfcdanal construc-
tion to penetrate its histe lands, makes this country an ear{) paradise.

He then projected the hwa’thy physical environment upan ¥e occupying society:

The women guup'! fertile and there is no marriage Wwhich does not have
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abundant children. ‘}tt&sreoles are of a healthy temperament and capable
of the hardest exercisdy,. . Their industry and application are no less since it
is rare for a hea( of 1/mily not to have the best books [on] agriculture and
the exploitation ¢i#!{e woods. There are few houses whose furniture has not
been made by the owner’s own hands. Very well off men do not disdain to
sp-1.0 entire GIVsat the foot of a plow, in the millfiw,carpentry, or in a black-
{utsh shop. It can be trithiully said that the pdpdiation base there today is
tnmost fazbrable far iddefinite development, «¥ much for industry as for
populatiorind commerve.

Boulighty vie\y2d Louisiaha women not only as fruitful, but savvy Darwinians:

Thew men therselves, in their classes, Wistinguish and praise the mostin-
tqlligent and ‘il ent men, a policy st 'on ; enough for that country to be able
e ach thgsgreatest perfection.

Bouligny'read chivalry into Creole gerider relations, a thény shared by many Tature
intefpadters of Clsole culture:

[Credi€ men] quickly leavd t ipwplow... to offer their iland to (Jady and asg/st
Ithsacross the furrows they nave made. The eleg ywic: of theimwidys and.the
tuar riety with which ti€)useason [inspires] adnitation aming strangeis ™’

Bbjuigny was no less uphsat on race relatians/ind husma’, bondsge: “The Negro
slavesave only the name slave since in reality they aread happy as {nsday workers of
Eusope...” Their contentmint, he suggested, Prved frgin benevolynt masters provid-
ingliem a barrel of earii;« parcel for gardening, another parcel for rulsing animals, an¢
1 cabin “like those tHzvmake here in Spaiis®s" They ail l've heclthy and robust to sush
2, point that some [¢sitors] have been aSsanished an'seeingthem so agile, radiant, and
strong.”**

Poverty might have existed in Bot.igny’s [Ne) Orlealis, but did not show ieelf.
“Not a single paoiperson is seen asking for alpzein all [LduiStana].” Visiting sailars who
attempted bdeging from local housewives gat.aCcture ¢itlaziness instead of g handout.

ConcludedPauligny,

'The present populatita/of Louisitna is tha,m¥st favorable to proyiadmn

Jafinite development and [a buly(a iragain/t 1.5 neighbors, howevet stiong
and forceful they might be.**!

Bouligny’s New Orleans, mug': like Soniat’s, vias robust, fruitful, industrious, con-
tent, genial, and indomitable.

&

Pierre-Louis Bar¢uni-Duvallon, a Saint-Domipotenlanter who fled the slave
insurrection for Louisiana and settled in New Orleans’:o’ two and a half years, scribed
in 1802 an acerbic liC i€ ¥6lume about his adopted home. It was translated to English
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by an American, John Davis.( who infused his own agenda into the text), and published
four years later under thastitie Travels in Louisiana and The Floridas in the Year 1802,
Giving a Correct Picture )f Thbse Countries.

Embittered by his losses and eager to rebuild them in Louisiana, Berquin dis-
dained the(-oidition -7 panish-governed New Orlegns and directed special contemp
at its CreSln,population. He viewzd a return of Frdineh dominion, coupled with new
Americ/n liivestmert,an anglendvanced by tranglator Davis), as Louisiana’s salvati(p.
This Hidden aggee"deeplydolored Berquin’s “commect picture” of the colony—{ndiof
Cree'e society.

Berquinreportedisertain traits of Creole women—for frivolity, vanity,wexual
piawess, an(! jo e de vitr(—~that occur regula-ty in later literature:

Thn female Credles being in generalwitnout education, cafpassess no wiste
for rlading music or drawing; but t\y are passionately foi'd of dangiie|,]
nassing wole nights in successidr 11 this exercise.

Thesudies of New-Orleans dfcisthemselves with talcepiwhilelglic vomen

in the ¢/ untry... are less pamipous [but] love [thetr dpparel] eqully well

Their little hearts beat witkit ault at the sight of grmew dress . Their wairts

accyery day getting short, their arms more ngkel»ind theffosoms ripwe
2

aic.

J/anity is a passion ... awnd wherever there dng F aman beii_ ), But Il&gwho
part of the globe where it is so prominent a feature o£{henoral cliaiucter as
in Louisiana....*

[Creole womg.iijpare very prolific, beal carly and [0y Tney are ¢:ldom mar-
ried seven ygarsvithout having haifwdozen chillreii ... Itis @wlry common
thing for the iwther and daughter té¥he big at 4he Same tiie; sometimes the
grand-dat gh er... makes a trio ofbigbellies.

Manythimes in Berquin’s brogressivaly inore v/t iplic narrative persizt tbday
as deeply emBpylded citywide stigapas—oflavizli livingremidst poverty, of corruption,
of moral dggadence.

(afury...has made gielt Jrogressthrough the®wolony. Every thing n'he
sown is tinctured with ostentati¢n %m air/>f/ @fense distinguishesstii&ap-
parel, vehicles, furniture of thegnhabitants. Simplicity has taken fligiy, pa-
rade has usurped its place. Thichwxury is Cangerous in a rich nat{on’ but to
regions ever doomed to mediochity it is @i ytal poison.**

“Luxury and corruptio:,go hand in hand,” he lecturgdshis readers. “This is
strongly exemplified at New-OUiifans by the number of white ifitants, the fruit of il-
licit commerce, exposed niglivin the streets, a maternal sacriti e to false honour” He
viewed New Orleanians gt oitly as morally lax, but also,lo\iz cious, mendacious, nar-
cissistic, and cruel:

Falsehood ha &7 ned to such a height, that no one lies here for the plea-
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sure of lying. No pecuiwin the world have such a tendency to hyperbolical
amplification.*

A man represents iwiliself here twice as rich as he is. The most ordinary habi-
tation is a terregtrial paradise. The men are always frank and generous, the
wlnien never i nor the girls ever ugly.*’

Gr Creolesfillewisa,crivnk [sic] themselves jn taiking of the illustriousness
or'their farilies... Theytire the greatest egotist<in the world; their conver-
sation 1s"ternally asbrt themselves. Theyare vulgarly familiar with their
equi's: insolent thwawds their inferiors, crutt to their slaves, and inhospi-
tableto strangers.”

ot one ¢ discrimizat? in his discrimintticns, Berquin viewed free peaple of color
w1th eguarcgntembn

1he mylyttoes are in general vainind insolent, perfid'ou¥and detu’hed,
much gitsihg to lying, and giiat cowards. They hayman’inveteraiyhatred
age nst Lhe whites, the authdiwot their existence....

L, mulatto women have not all the faults of thi/nen. Butsthey are full or
vanily, and very libertincwoney will alwaysbuywheir carelses.... They lwez
'n,0pen concubinage wicinthe whites..... *

On ¢iwlaved Africans, Bepquin was no less or more viciqub:

Negroes are a $>cdles of beings whom ndture seetas o have (rtended for
slavery; their #&spliancy of temper, Sdtience unfipginjury’ andjinnate pas-
siveness, all sCasar to justify this pasiudn....

[T]he nefro lave of Louisiana..jis ey, liber{ine, dnd giten 16 lying, but not
incorrigibly wicked.

I do nocConsider slavery eitheias contix'yfto the orda’ of a well regulated
sociafy/or an infringement (3t le sogiai avs. Unéy a alfferent name it exis’'s
infe ey country. Soften titan the wiyrd s /hich sg"mightily offends the guy;
aall'it dependence.*?

New Orleanians, to Berquin’s'eir “haviw disgusting drawling method of pro-
nouiliing their words;” they “lame ahd Hisfigure certain [French] wi1{s,” perhaps be-
cause of a “physical ... defect in [thetiforgan @52 jeech...”*! He mocked their preten-
tiousness: “A tutoiement prevails in tite familiar Jonversation of ddorestic life. It is never
you, but always thee and thou. It I'as however, no particular forcgl ! is the babble [that]
owes it origin to the base birth, G vulgar manners and low digcéurse of the first colo-
nists.” That base birth, Berquix patiently explained, accountea {57 the loathsomeness of
the people of New Orleatin

Louisiana... has always been a colony more or lef3700r, and insulated, for
a long time, fiZmptlie rest of the globe. The country miserable in its soil was



Humanizing the Landscape 259

not less so with regara‘tyits inhabitants.*?

[T]he Creoles d: Lotisiana being all of base extraction ... were naturally il-
literate, ignorant dmirude.... [T]he present race seem to have degenerated
from their ancegtors, they are rude, envious, interested, avaricious, and pre-
“heir i ds all hurfes credibility.*
suroluous... S5 Their ignorance exceeds all hurfien credibility.

It is noswotider,thoy thatehe Wew Orleans of Pissre-Louis Berquin-Duvallon wal i
city of Liliteracyypere. Drutishiess:

Therv s neither 4 college, nor a library here, whether public or private... .
A li¥tsian woylthstarve [here] unless he®ould teach his readers the ar of
doudiiig his caniitl ... There is only on= Printing office in the city [and oi]
ri\eagre weelt v n>wspaper... . **

ACreole (oihme... that a never flit.g method to makei tall asléep; was
t0 open,a, bdok before him.**

Mc¢h oficultivated talents as very rare here.—Thgle are few good musi
cianspuiid I know but one/pytrait painter.... I am parsuad{d, there are nt
{&n,men of polite literary att®inments [among thz! t¢n thousant souls [o1]
Ilew -Orleans.

The standard of indi{1ai)al merit in this c{untr is, first aman’s richedand
secondly his rank. Virtue and talents obtain n&respecs**

B(rq¢in concluded his(p’gjudicial diatribethy portrayitig Nimselfiashe heroic bearer
¢%a moral burden:

If I have bécmacrimonious in my*trictures an Gertairaslasses of [Louisi-
ana’s] inh{ibi\nts, it was with a desite to mar(- vi-h with (nfa'ny, and expose
meanness to contempt....Let thastrickengar o wer»; the sorrow of the
wickedrovokes no sympathy™¥

¥

“Ynough differing erirely in, titeir agitssnients, the commdnt:ries of the
anorfymous French officer, of Soniat, o/ Boulig:¥ and of Berquin traie a course that
runs tapough numerous historical olyse 'vations of New Orleans sof1e)y. Commenta-
tors, both visiting and resident, segnied hell-Uex.jon passing judgment on the city and
its people—draconian and absolufist judgeaert, with little nuai’cefand qualification.
Many admired and extolled the Wi#;; many others loathed and fxgpriated it; few fell in
between.

New Orleans’ ability“s'inspire passionate and polarized reaction continues to
this day. First-time visitot$pare usually either appalled orenimored with the city’s raff-
ish air and tolerated vicesjither disturbed or fascinated v 1ts elegance and decadence.
Fervent reaction to New Orleans ratcheted up even higiilsafter Hurricane Katrina sub-
jected the city’s troubiyd and glories to international discourse.
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Ask an informed Aniesican citizen today to ruminate on Dallas or Atlanta or
Phoenix, and you will prakacly get small talk, lukewarm pleasantries, and a brief con-
versation. Ask them wlat they think about New Orleans, and you are in for not only
an opinionated retort, but a sentimental smile, a scolding finger, a treasured memory,
a shaking I'ed}}, or argeasperated shrug over the comrse of a conversation spanning
the spectfim of the ntunan exp/rlence. This enigmbiis capacity to rile and inspire, 18
scandalize and chaiva/to lileradwand fascinate, helps explain why thousands of pebpil:
have &jested theee Tenitiegynd opportunities of ¥a¢ lukewarm Dallases and Atlanfas
and 2hoenixes of tiie world. and chosen instealyta cast their lot with this troubied old
po{t-y-embracing all its'Splendors and dilemmas, all its booms and bustsall s joys
aind tragedics.

Retquse thow arsukewarm, and niither hot nor cold, I sffeiwthee fromisay

Mouih.
_Revelaficri3:16

Ethp:is Tensions,Cinca 1802:
Incident at a New OrleansBall

Geopolilitgand ballroom duancing in alurbultuoisiera

His riches I0ut to the slave insuriestion imSaint-Démingue, Pierre-Louis Bel
quin-Duvallon (s'e revious reading)isotight refag. ‘n circu?800 New Orlear$s ead
schemed to rebnild his fortune. Thyarting his (xmitions. imBerquin’s view, ware ‘the
appalling conciions of the Spanisingcolonial(Uty and tli¢ i1espicable charactesof its
Creole peop's. He set out on a litecéry miSsian to emyos? this scandalous [tate of af-
fairs.

Drrquin’s book, Traliel. it Louisiana and The rioridas in the Yeat¥\&uZ, Giving a
CorretaPRiciure of Those Countries, vieweGm returs. ¢ “French dominion piasiiew Ameri-
can/ny estment as Louisiana’s salvation. siiat hidacivagenda underlies hisaccount of an
incidern at a New Orleans ball, the sestie of niyny near-violent ethilic/lensions in the
years around Americanization.**

According to Berquin, gityndees magiiy of French Creoi. ncestry had com-
menced forming contre-dansesFruricais when

[t]he eldest son ofsth" | Spanish] governor, not liking the'Trench country
dances, [substituted] English country dances; an inno«/tion the company
tolerated from défa‘ence for his distinguished rank. Thistst of complaisance
in the assembly was inisunderstood by the youth{al/spaniard; he abused it
grossly.
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Interrupting the French gauiitry dances,

our young illustricts Spaniard calls out, “Contre-danses Anglaises!” and the
dapsers[,] infléed at his want of moderation...ordered the music to play
o, (v claiming siianimorsly, Contre-danses FrarlCuiw! The son of the gover-
fhorsoon foad partizans/ v ho joined with hin! in%the cry of “Contre-danses
Anglaises!” Waise theddanders, firm to their purpmse, reiterated “Contre-danses
Lrancqisests Tt was comusion worse confoundea,ag ociferation without end. At
length th&wllustrioud"Spaniard finding th¢ ddhcers obstinate, called out to
the 17dlers, “Ceale piaying, you rascals!” The fiddlers instantly obeyed.

Thewficer who (s stationed with a oudud of soldiers to maintain orde:yin
the place, thugit only of enforcing the will of the illustrious Spaniard; he
<hred higmmeinto fix their bayor' ts,and disperse the dfr&prs. Thegene
ow begglind all description. Wamta shrieking and wrinoiig theirizds,
yirls faintidy and falling on the'f oor, men cursing antagnsheath/ngftheir
swords’ Ol one side grenadie’s “with fixed bayonets stond in a'tiustile atti-
tud’; op the other the gallan{ dalicers were opposed witii draw. swords.*®

Reyuin &yen added two additionasethnic dimension(sZd) the imneirding braw!:

During this squabble aiyuiproar, how did ammither of Americans agt%yho
were present at the b{1l¢ Men of a pacific n7 ure, 'nd habitusted to neuditiity,
chey neither advocated the French nor EnglistiCountrysdancs. [In'tead] [t]
hey ran to the assi tance of the fair ladiessvho had faiiied away; 43d., 1oaded
with their precigdsburdens, carried theri fliroughargwn swofaspnd fixed
bayonets to dyplaceof safety.

It was at the, moment a conflict&as @hout to‘tske place...likely to termi-
nate in a tf@yedy, that three youngFrenchmgn,Tately arzivd from Europe,
mounted s orchestra and hararipued the croWwe. They spike with an elo-
quencesnrompted by the occasion. They (Hec aimed orhe superiority of
concoud o ver dissention; the yentreated; zonjured, aid exhorted the par-
tiesfa#they respected the giity, presaryacion, and/iivgs of the ladies not to
my'se a field of battle of*aypiaCe tha was consecratt! to soft delight. Thelr
exlis/tations restored/piage and harmiony to tie fociety.... The ballwa:

= ¢h resumed [and] fei(aified in plasession of e, advocates for the Fidnch
sountry dances....*?

Perhaps events transpirediprénisely as Berquin recorded theln. 11 that crowded
New Otrleans ballroom two centur‘as ago. Thatis unlikely. His narrative, with its foolish
Spaniard, its frivolous and hot-h€aded Crelles, its heroic and gallasit Americans, and
its eloquent, peace-loving Fregrhiiien “lately arrived from Eurds/] aligns suspiciously
well with Berquin’s political ghiective, as infused by his Ame{1%n translator’s agenda:
to excoriate Creole society,attract American investment, resgore French colonial pow-
er, and rebuild in Louisian: the fortune he lost in Saint-Banufigue.*!

History overtook Zerquin’s agenda. Even as fae ink dried on Berquin’s man-
uscript, France nego#iated away its last best hope for a firajor North American pres-
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ence. The French prefect whowelinquished the colony during the Louisiana Purchase
ceremony described Berguititbook—which “caused a considerable stir” when copies
began circulating locall; —al “bilious” and “filled with sarcasm,” the man himself “nar-
row and warped.”*** Creole society, it turned out, needed none of Berquin’s rebuking:
severed cul v ipdly andgilitically from its French Carihbean source region, it gradually
melded v{ith,Americari culture

Oilly one Wi lerquins goals—increased American investment—came to {r{u-
tion, fciaps myee 00 thandire cantankerous old r¥canthropist would have prefdrretl.

A SN
Streetcapes/mt Amalgamation

Creole/Americga ciltural hybridizationdin the
nineteenth-century streets of New! Ouleans

“During most of thetaineteenth century, “wrote historians Arpala’R. Hirsch
and Josuph Logsdon,

New Orleans rem’ ined in counterpoint f» the rest oi szban Ameiica. New-
comers...recoilgGywnen they encounterfdithe prevaiiing FrerlCiylanguage
of the city, itador.ziant Catholicism, its bawdy senpsudidelighats, ¢f'its proud
free black po{ruli tion—in short, its (deply rootid dreole \-adif ons. Its in-
corporation into the United Statas pdwed a prifound challenge, the infant
republic’s/Zmt attempt to impose &g nistitutigiSian a fore.gycity.*

Anglogafluence arrived ingtiny doses o/ -olonial rouisiana, well befene the
birth of that Ar.x¢rican republic. It Cemmend>/fn 1699, {hen Bienville famoagiy re-
buffed Capt.Lguis Bond’s Carolirig (alleyfar/Taglish Tirnj it continued in 1719, when
an Englishira'i named Jonathan Derby setadt in Nfw¢Orleans proper.*#Znglo pres-
ence incfeiged greatly, with {3si/n, asTxance lost the Seven Years’ War qa with it its
North Zamerican colonies, leaving Ney 18+lean/ v ¥ unwelcome Spanidlf dons in the
Cal1d) and unwanted English neigh!sors across Laite Pontchartrain, It ratcheted up in
the late’1790s, when American ifhmigrants began to move to Spariish New Orleans,
which granted to the infant republis the treagasedight of depositapon its wharves for
shipments on the Mississippi.

Spain grew increasiiylv, apprehensive about the we#vard-leaning United
States’ interest in the lower//ssissippi frontier. With Latify/Aimerican colonies de-
manding its attention and 1%sources, Spain secretly retroceli’d Louisiana to militarily
powerful France; Napoleo/s atcepted, envisioning the cuiithersome colonial orphan as
a breadbasket for France’s extremely lucrative Saint-D¢m’ ngue sugar colony. But when
a major slave insurr{spm on that Caribbean island sucteeded in expelling French
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troops and creating the Wes*eim, Hemisphere’s second independent nation (Haiti), Na-
poleon’s only remaining inter&st in Louisiana was to keep it out of English hands. When
American diplomats bryach :d purchasing New Orleans, Napoleon offered them the
entire colony instead. On December 20, 1803, the vast Louisiana claim transferred to
American {o1tinion, =5 Creole New Orleans becama,on paper, a U.S. city. Ambitioya
Northerrusinessmeli eyed tlle riéw American port & the southwestern frontier as &
potentizlly fucrativide pportanidy: Many lost no tipss,ui emigrating.

“The fwslicans [@re] swarming in fromefthe northern states,” recollected
Piers> Clément de'Laussat. (ne last French ofiici’] to oversee Louisiana, bar=ijnfour
mqDn s after uitraising Cfthe American flag

Each one tuzad over in his mind adf&le plan of speculation[;] they wer&
intading Lot.wi¢na as the holy tribessfaded the land of Canaan. Theif'sen-
dengy, and...stinct, is to exclude | wum these privileged'1>gions any 7en-
eration be t tiieir own.*

Sonte Aiiglo-American enfiguents derived from (eiglish sqpeicind hajled trom
Neviinglard 27.d the Mid-Atlan#ic states; others wera ot Celtic, Upland Saoiiish, or
Trisk Southerner heritage and arriwed from the uppfr South. Newly all wose Anglo-
nkone Pritestants of Americagiaulture and nationaiigz, More siill :ame alt(r che Battle

f New‘Qrleans in 1815, in wiiteh Louisianiansgcetagain rebuffed arf Eiglish intru-
sion, this/fime with violence\ard finality. “Ameriegns are po@ri'yy in dgily. temarked an
amaledBenjamin Latrobg four years after the battle.* @=tor&s—thdt iSynatives—held
litte ;1¥ common with their fiew compatriofs, Wt increagiygly had ggnshare space, sway,
anaGay with them.

The slow an',o'tentimes painful adadrption cfpost-cylorial Creole New Qr=
!eans into the Angltsdmerican United States definedathe ¢itv’s experience for the ¢
mainder of the niQetlenth century. The trensforniatiny infil{zat*d all manifestatigms of
culture, in a way that often mystified 1f€\wcomers. {What i§she state of society in Wew
Orleans?, askeli fitrobe rhetoricallz\in 1819. @ne “mightasvell ask, What s tle shape
of a cloud?”’7The process of cultVml amalgairiation fidyed out in politicsy econom-
ics, religiogiaw, linguistics, andwrchitecture /as wellsas in music, food, d=inx; dance,
festivity, ana'recreation. Iriskm i"Thomas Ashe’s deséription of New Quledst nightlife
in 1804 coptured the city’s oft-Coserved, twilight personality shift, not{to Jnention its
pendnnt tor pleasure:

The instant the [sun] sets, Aliapation bagi)s to rise, the public walks are
crowded... the inhabitants p.amenadeGiithe Leveé. ... the billigl.rooms re-
sound, music strikes up, ¢naife and aci¥ity resume their joyCc s career....
The [dining] table is exgtlieht, being covered with fish, souf o vls, roasted,
broiled, and stewed nyeats, with vegetables... Coffee is/Sdawed soon after
dinner (...dinner-houl i¢ three...), after which it is custofiary to enjoy a
siesto.*6

That decidedly European ambience soon bigin to Americanize. At times
the amalgamation ol icd subtly; other times it transpired loudly and visibly in the
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streetscapes, as witnessed anatacorded by observant visitors. Among them was Charles
Sealsfield, who, in his boals ifve Americans As They Are (1828) noticed the emergence
ofthe “refined” Greek R »vivi | style—the Americans’ first major architectural import—
against the otherwise ‘crude” buildings of Creole New Orleans:

[T]i housewh rapidly (lpnging from the ung'yutil Spanish style, to more
Jlegant forfhs fThe névwhoises are mostly thre€utories high, with balconies,
ad a suivmer-room with blinds. In the low/'r shburbs, frame houses, with
Jpanisioors, are s{{Ll prevalent.*®

One_vasticular Geeole cultural trajt,consistently offended Protestant™sensi-
biiities: disriea d of thz/Shbbath. “The geneia!,manners and habits are ver|;rel: xed” in
New Orlegns, noted in English visitor in 181). “The first day of my residence here was

Shinday, @rc] was et atittle surprised t0 fuad in the United Sr7uls the ngashets, shops,

theatia’ ciicus, atia“public ball-roomgianen. Gambling hdtess thropg tie city®./°

Sealsfi&id conciiipea in 1828:

It vas o) | a Sunday that we ai¥wed; the shops, the (toes of the riwnch and
creoles, were open as usull../the coffee-houses, grog-shopyfiand the esia-
nengts [drinking holes] of the French and Germ\«“ahabitaeis, exhibited a
nlese noisy scene. A kila®f music, accompanjea®with [singing ] resoundsd
“malmost every directiqnThis little respec/paid (o the abbath is a el of
uiie French revolutiol,ar d of Buonaparte [zl fir whormi), Frenchmnathe
creoles of Louisiana have an unlimited respect, imitatitig¥ir as pasminds
generally do....

To a new com*paccustomed in the ngih to the ¢ifjpindd alid qpiet keeping
of the Sabbatintliis appears very siipcnilig. ThepArgio-Amedisstis, with few
exceptions, s &main even here faithial,to their anciunt custom of keeping the
Sabbath Koly "

Creol® /ind Anglo ethnic pfedeminatiorin the 16war and upper city thus pro-
duced, at leagtan Sundays, two vesy differentitreet scgmes—one bustling and testive,
the other rgverént and quiet.

Josaph Holt Ingrahadinyig his traveiogue The So- th-West by a Yank <. ilescribed
in 1833-247he emerging Angicy/imericaiistreet ssen®s in a neighborhopajynce domi-
natedvhy Trancophone Creoles:

After passing Rue Toulous&jsthe"streets boran to assume a new Whiracter;
the buildings were loftier an'{ more modqrn— -the signs over the doors bore
English names, and the chgcteristic 4.sa2.gements of a northiyn/dry goods
store were perceived..,..Vadiad now attained the upper pir#pf Chartres-
street, which is occupiea®ilmost exclusively by retail apd Wnolesale dry
goods dealers, jewell(sf, Hooksellers, &c., from the nortn>ra states, and I
could almost realize ¥hat I was taking an evening pro/nzfade in Cornhill
[England], so great/ vy the resemblance.*”

Ingraham then, nroceeded down Canal and doubled back on Levée Street
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(now Decatur). He continu=tw"The stores on our left were all open, and nearly every
one of them, for the firstszvusquares, was...a clothing or hat store...kept by Ameri-
cans; that is to say, Ang o A nericans as distinguished from the Louisiana French...”
It was not until he approached the market, about five blocks down, that “French stores
began to piziyminategt:™! one could readily imagine himself, aided by the sound of the
French lafiguage, FrenCii faces (ir a French goods onfulsides, to be traversing a street 1.2
Havre o' Viarseilles?

An ohgesIr in 1572 detected the full'weiage of cultural differentiat{difin
dowstown sfreet stenes,sauging from the geojial tical to the architectural, lingwistic,
gagdurgnomic, aivd musicain’Almost entirely unlilee any other city in the wozld. “he be-
gam, 'is Nevp Urleans.t i at uniqueness, héimplied, rested on the Creol:/As ierican
dichotomy:

&a unharpgnious was the intercoui’e between the Frencli"and Arsasisan
populatioiythat some years siric( 11836] a divisionalsine was dfava be-
tween {n':1}7 [on Canal Street] (**wIn crossing the line, it Ja2s pas$iaz 1{0m an
Amrican into a French city/INSchange is so visiblé. astthe c&if011s of the
twCaThs buildings in the Francifportion [exhibit] at\antiquated appearangs

and almost unique, thougli fabdelled from the Syfaiish with «eamblancéhf.
e Trench style.... The shops...bear a greatefuescifiblance(to Paris, thin &¢
any city in the Union.

“'he language used is‘&hongrel of the Frencindnd Spanusii. ). Thelnitude of
living is widely difsimilar to that of the American, {hugii of late soine few
dishes have beepsinttoduced on the Am{c in tables®int the ms«| fashion-

able boarding hadis....

The soft mufic 0t the guitar, or the utymbing a: the tamborii; or the croak-
ing of the handl organ, greet theévearstof the sfignger in‘emqry direction; for
unlike the'iti's of the north, streetSausic is tolervéa’l 11 New Quleans. ™

Frede il Law Olmsted, akeen studept of landsipes if ever there vias one,
read the cultu/d! amalgam in the fifgetscame ashe rodE &cab up present-day Decatur
Street to thaSt. Charles Hotel 1l 554. Iri the/ ower Quatter, Olmsted witnessed “nar-
row dirtyssticets, among gritny 'C'd stuccoed walls: 1iign arched windews‘siid doors,
balcomies‘uiid entresols, and Freiich noigestand Ficnch smells, French sizns, ten to one
of Efigish.” In the upper Quarter, he repaited that=now the signs becd.ne English, and
the new brick buildings American.” Wnbn crodsing Canal and headng up St. Charles
Avenue, he saw “French, Spanish, gna*Englishi Sig.)s, the latter predominating.”*’

London-based war copmspondéi, William Howard Fysfell recorded rare
street-level descriptions of Confed'‘rate New Orleans as he arriyesdyinder tense circum-
stances a month after the bombardment of Fort Sumter. “[S?%sh a whirl of secession

and politics[!]” he remarked asdie took in the scenes:

The Confederattaf 1g was flying from the public byilanzs and from many
private houses. Military companies paraded thro¥ sh'che streets, and a large
proportion of Wiymwere in uniform...
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The streets are full C&Turcos, Zouaves, Chasseurs [French infantry units
and other foreig/! solciers who wore distinctive uniforms]; walls are covered
with placards of vé'&nteer companies; there are Pickwick rifles, La Fayette,
Beauregard, MicMahon guards, Irish, German, Italian and Spanish and na-
tive/volunteerS*. 0 Tailors are busy night and dayfigking uniforms....

‘Lifere are sun/ whaymaintain there will be ngavavrafter all.... No one imag-
1nies the Scish will exer go back to the Uniol v luntarily, or that the North
has powdnto thrust'“blick at the point of tiie hayonet. “7¢

Degpite the exmiteinent of the mom@Eirs—a New York firm had jugCudd town;
attightened axtist associnted with an abolitienist paper ensconced himself ixant hostile
1ycals—Ruyssell stilliqox time to critique the ethnic cityscape, ‘A great namber of the
wien and wo nen Kag®evident traces of iicgo blood in their veir's,” he oaserved 2a.he
disemiusked theXantchartrain Railrofyi ta the Faubourg Marigny,

andsSf the purer blooded wliiteg many had the peduntr lookgui™..¢ fishy-
flesyv ropulation of the Levintine [eastern Melitelranean] towns...all
were pale and lean.

11i€re is an air thorowshiy French about tha,neople—ca)l, restanraits,
viliard-rooms aboungyevith oyster and lagfr-dier saloonyinterspersed. JThe
snops are all magazinatiie people in the stidgts are spediit. ) Frengiypartic-
ularly the negroesgwho are going out shopping withyfneimaste’s aind mis-
tresses, exceedinaly®wvell dressed, noisy, (3/a'not unkanpy lookina . [T]he
richness of som 01 the shops, the vehicles in the stigats, and tiad raultitude
of well-dressex ppople [gave] an imp{ession of [fnZhwealtlt and comfort of
the inhabitaats!

The markts).. swarm with specimetis of theisanosite \ace) which inhabit
the city, from the [pure-blood&d; hegro, Q) is suspi iously like a native-
born £11gan, to the Creole wiohoasts that €very drdf blood in his veins

4
is purelv French.*”’

Riais?l settled at thesSt. Charles iiafel—“afl eformous establishvent, of the
Americah/gype, with a Soutiadrn/chardvser about i#% Shortly thereafter "news arrived
that feqwsal troops had invaded Virginie:ythe fi st @idjor battles ensugatiiat summer,
and'w; thin a year of Russell’s visit, New Orleans succumbed to Uniopsfoices.

After the war and RecofietruCtion, theyGerman travel meinasirist Ernst von
Hesse-Wartegg read as much culttzal fusioprigto'the New Orleasns streetscape as his
antebellum predecessors. Regar{unj; Canal Stitet, he rhapsodizea.

Here the South lies 70gme end of [this] international {t Jroughfare, the
tropical West IndieSqt tlie other. The contrasts collide jmgpote city, it seems,
and in this street. Sination, prospect, traffic, the spleadcitss shops, all of life
as lived in a streé€®<in a word, everything—says wgtand on the boundary
between two great but distinct cultures. Anglo-Saigh1 and Latin meet here.
Everything s4 5V &tread the contiguous edges of geographical zones. Tropi-
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cal and temperate infertact here.

Canal Street div/ deslew Orleans as the Straits of Dover do England from
France. Indeed, Eiglish culture and French—better called Anglo-Germanic
and Latin—cowld not be more precisely and more surely set at intervals than
héz¢. on eithellSice of our broad Canal Street. Fy®us, the Mississippi inland,
(Veuything to thie left [of (Cenal Street] is Angld-Seson, and to the right it is
Spunish, Ite¥ar, andyFreish ... the bastion of Gredle culture. West of Canal,
tren, we hins street, cenid; and mister withou ey ception; east, rue, centimes,
and mon¥igur also wilhbut exception. Ask{dizections in public and get the
ansvar in English(tGthe left, in French to t1ic right. Each nation dwells as a
sepazate Societysisoiated from one anot’mz not mingling.*”®

Hesse-Wart>gg) Olmsted, Ingrahiim' and other travel writers, for all their ex-
e'tions &vycodingustrdetscapes, nonefs eless were first-tim®: [visitors 4 relied on
initigdv mpressions & form their asseg8ments. Had they speity more fime in thé tiy
and tiayked its@Gwr-to-day idiosyncrasics, they probably »:ouid have “ahfirnded what
Bepian.a Latrob¢ predicted in 18 wthat Creole cultutc®was shgwl, Succupiiing to
Angs-Ameiigas. society. True, itggredominated in the«arly years of Ameriganization,
especiallpafter 9,000 Francophoneidaitian refugees afriged in 1oU%and reinfarced the
sitys Frelich Caribbean cultug@ambience. But lpoaning tie¢ to the métherland, in-

reasing sumbers of American emigrants and Epmqpcan immigrants, afid jrowing en-
tanglelveits with Americat\political, legal, econguiic, religics, andmacial networks
left Crosle society threateined, reactionary, and receding

Tensions, occasipnally coming “periletisiy closgty armed@ialence,”” mount-
ed Wl the 1820s. Billewstictlated—and nearly passed—-t0%sonert die whole [of Nev
Drleans] into two cities’ to be called theUfper and, Lisver cit s, s rising from the op:
posing influence of 2 imerican (as they aréwalied) ana Frenchuinterests.”**° Americans {
nally won legislatize fonsent in 1836 foy aSimilar plar, Hividize New Orleans intoghzee
semiautonomous units essentially to fie¢c’thems1vps of Criale predomination. iiwin-
efficient “munigirality system” wasiabandonegyin 1852,(bui only after the Anier cans
established {1!gnces with uptows{ 15ermanwand’irish,ifiinigrants to ensure iumerical
superiorityywer the Creoles. IHwreunificd cify was jzow’ politically Anglesdominant;
city govespuient relocated f{or.1 'he old Spanish4tvie#Cabildo on Jacksoi=bquare to
the newz Ureek Revival City Hairon Lafavette Sgludre: the fulcrums of ctminerce, poli-
tics far’d communications shifted from tisl Creoicald city to Anglo Fatlhgurg St. Mary.
The keunly observant French social gaagraphefElisée Réclus, who visii2d the city as a
young man the year after the city’stceunificatio, 1 Joticed the emerging cultural Ameri-
canization:

In fact, the French are ¢1ify#a small minority here [in the FreitCh Quarter;]
most of their houses v} been purchased by American'c/ivitalists.... The
American section, [d®ted west [across] Canal Street, [(s)she center of po-
litical life.

The population of New Orleans...includes barely 6,200 to 10,000 French,
or one-twentietF, [ plus] the same number of Creoles who are not yet com-
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pletely Americanized,

It is clear that th'z French language will increasingly disappear.... Soon the
Anglo-Saxon idiciwvill dominate unchallenged, and all that will remain [of
the old ways] will be the names of streets: Tchoupitoulas, Perdido, Bienville,
etl. [\l the Freliti. Market, which foreigners oncefuited without fail in order
(Ohwar the mearey of laiiguiiges, one now hearg o'y English conversations.

Even the [inera house |35 proof of the gradial lisappearance of foreign or
Creole ciuments. Fofmerly, this theater sl{ovged only French plays, come-
dies{iar vaudevill¢, bt to continue to be priitable, it was forced to change
its plawbuils and.its ftame. Today it is pattapized by the American public.#

Twenty-fou' years after Réclus’ ana gamation interpretation, and around the
sime tirfieshat Ergies, von Hesse-Warte/: gssured his readers of"the capthaued vital-
ity of Nlew’Orleaiis “‘two great but digfince cultures,” an intéiesting “Lerter from'N ew
Orlefiy” (1877 pppeared in Northarti"newspapers. It cenclrredwiis’Récles’ 1853
assgsstant sUoucas much as it contradicted Hesse-Warfegy's comiwni.jorary tae. The
apolymous pie_e presents a valmabie critical analysisiof the still-visible yat waning
Erench Gueole culture in the streetwof the Crescent (ly:

New Orleans is gradu&.'y, but very perceptibly¥parting with its distiative
Erench character. It j1ay be two generatiof's beibre it wilihave becorwtuf-
{iciently Anglicised to present no marked featiles of cgntras)with the'other
large cities of the United States. But thgsinroads or*he Anglo-‘axon, the
Celtic and Teutgic races are such that'i0is only afqdpstion of iigze, and a
comparativelyssiiodc time at that, when,the descendeii® of the Latins will be
swallowed up{ an/! disappear in the eizhrace of thieur more yardi| and vigor-
ous neighbe ‘s.

The writde’then breaks with hineteenth-Cedturystidvelogue tradition by~
quite accuratelyp—dismissing the ng¥ian of a pursiy Frepsh Treole quarter sepayated
resolutely from a1 equally purely Anglo-Amelicén sector:

Tle Youndary which separtses the iyensn fromethe English portion offGre
sisy exists now only in‘az .y} In the long, narréw séxlets of Frenchtowiythicst
2rcarcely a square wheiWthe Germitns, th@risty and the Americar(: h:ve
110t established themselves in actiize comfat‘aon with the Frenchs Side by
side with the coffee and the abs/ntlie shops are tne lager beer salooz@wnd the
gin mills. Next to signs be4ting tne poetical and high-surrounding names
with which the French lan{uage so abaund’, you read “Smith.” “Brown,”
“Thompsons,” &c in greatgyiety.

Nor did another staple Of the antebellum travel writ@:—a trip to the French
Market—impress this critic. “fie French market was formerly*the object of much in-
terest and curiosity to visiars,” he allowed, “and no one wis came to New Orleans
thought he had ‘done’ the'sity if he did not rise at dayligit on Sunday morning and go
to the French market” He continued:
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The stranger who now jambles out of his bed at dawn ... sees [at the Market]
a great display of frulg and flowers and numberless little coffee stalls; he
bears a great de(l ot \abbering in a villainous patois that sounds perhaps a
little more like Fr&wn than does Cherokee. He looks in vain for the pretty
flower girls, thq type of the French peasantry, for the tambourine and the
castwets, for (T Uide-shows which are so picturgSgue an accompaniment of
I'foach market piaces. Hz(cinnot play the gallai’t twthe sallow, toothless old
hags who ¢yfter and 0%, at him like so many,nivonkeys while they impor-
tune him ribuy thejzwares. Everything look; ditty and smells bad, and it is
a very suidst time be i/ you have all you wanof the French market.

Reqhrering feqm his digaopointment, the viSker returns to the theme of/Cipole cul-
turdr decline:

Op o 1869%he Courts kept dupligh e gopies of their recolds 'n Frendpaid
rhuglish. INOw [they] are transcrifyec in English exclusigely, LAbeiliS the
Bee,) a Frefich daily newspaper, {lich has been in existunce fifty velrs, is
still prinlel. It is quite large 2 sti¥et and looks modaractly prosperous, al-
thcagh¢he signs of decay ar,very perceptible to tleyexperiencad eye, and
the Guyfis not far distant wiiin.LAbeille will be noihgre. THe amalgamatifi

.

Puacess is seen in everything, ad the end is a mere g usiion of time.?

n 1914, the state legisinture rescinded g law that required celtain legal doc-
umen(s/twbe published in Feer ch, a stipulatiori that' nad kept=i¥4beillesn basiness even
after/Cueole French grew gare. Nine years later, the papesfolided.

Cultures rarely#ruly disappear; raths, they hybuiaize
citd'source put it, “amaigimate™ —into a new form, whici¥nay sefleoCany combinatior

#5,as the previously

or outgrowth of its ar'tecedents. Some saw i soming;: Fnglish-tiorn’architect Benjamin
Latrobe, who refleciad on the impenditigcuitural Aiiaricanization in 1819, wrote

The state 01 society [in New Qritans] is pewzlifig. Thre are in fact three
societie@here: 1. the French, @nthe Americar, & 3. the2 niixed. The French
society 'not exactly what is wag,at the clianfje of govein'nent, & the Ameri-
canl¢nbt strictly what it is(n'the Atldfitis cities.

[O1€] cannot help wis) &y that a mean, an, avige character, of gocit;

1ia)/ grow out of the inteaiixture or'the Fressh [Creole] & Americail min-
483
Ders.

To a degree, Latrobe’s wish Came truey Creole culture is Lysdio means dead
in modern New Orleans: thousari s of residents .dentify themselves (in certain con-
texts) as Creole, or black Creolefan|! certain 1itighborhoods—pattularly the Seventh
‘Ward—are widely recognized®s,cultural hearths of Creolism. Afr< cently as 1970, fully
41,719 U.S.-born residents of {73leans Parish (one of every fot'ri¢en) claimed French as
their “mother tongue,” the fsaguage spoken in their childh05d home.** Creole foods
remain popular, as are civi/ traditions such as Mardi Gras @ad All Saints Day. Remnant
French Creole words and pirases are occasionally hefrc in conversation. Downtown
neighborhoods suchf#syize French Quarter, faubourgs Tremé and Marigny, Bywater,



270 Bienvilles Dilemma

and the back-of-town to Bay®s St. John are replete with Creole architectural styles,
typologies, and buildingsssrafis—in short, with Creole streetscapes.

But every surv.zing Creole trait is outnumbered enormously by those reflect-
ing national and global culture. History seems to have proven Benjamin Latrobe right
when he pre/iieted ind:&19,

ung few yelrs §). this wilbe an American town. ®What is good & bad in the
rvench niteners, & opieions must give waz, &) the American notions of
right & rong, of c{nvénience & inconvepience will take their place.... [E]
verylhing French ¢#'Lin 50 years disappear. &~ en the miserable patois of the
Creoleswill be heasd only in the cypregaswamps.*

F—“-. ~ 1__/}\
Nativity as Ethnicity in New.Orleans

The significance of being—and not being'<~from Naw Orleans

Veep in the digitalisazacombs of the 2320 Censu$; i Sumntasy rile 3 of the
estithates made from nirfeteen million “long-form” quéwitiohnaires. 15van interesting
statistic: 77.4 percent ofNew Orleans’ 484,67 esider((Syvere bgiinin Louisiana, the
hioiiest rate of in-stdte Ldtivity among maiqr, Amerigan Ctiess(see nap, “Nativity by
3tate and City”).** Tiwthe wake of HurrivatioiKatring, (i%y adviwsats's upheld that figyee
ws evidence of a strtuing sense of place;roetedness andloveaf-place (“topophilia”) o
behalf of New Orfeailians. Perhaps. Buitdlso refisgts he citzs'inability to attragfmew
blood, because of limited opportunities dnd myriad qualitysaf-life challenges. Inaved,
nativity rates a¥tlie state and city Lwel natiogtjide tend o correspond to deprassed,
declining ar¢a¢ Juch as the Rust Fety seemsingiy corrglioiuting that a rejection by out-
siders trunijythe dedication of fnsiders i1\ def2rminisg tie percentage of zgople born
locally.*7Zn New Orleans, s(ic0->conamic problemsotivated tens ¢S fiigasands of
familieg toilee their supposedly velovedyaity, helprag.drop its peak popilation by one-
quay'ce  since 1960.

Yet thousands of people havahiicked the trend by moving it fo i lew Orleans in
that same era. Many, particularly ji tire professional and creative classes, were specifi-
cally drawn by New Orleans’ infgigning chiaipl, and unlike nativies./were self-selected
for “Orleanophilia” from a naticivide pool of millions. Som{/iwcomers might be
what Eric Weiner, author of #he recent bestseller The Geograpw: of Bliss, described as
“hedonic refugees:” people,wlzd “have an epiphany, a mopseiit of great clarity when
they realize, beyond a doia¢, they were born in the weatis”| place],” and transplant
themselves to another oficuing a better “cultural fit"—An'l greater happiness.**® Other
new New Orleaniang,seem to have more in common wils expatriated Americans liv-
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ing in Europe or the tropics—“sxpats”—than with their compatriots who have simply
moved to another Ameriaan ¥ity. Despite their relatively small numbers and recent ar-
rival, non-natives, or “tr_nsp/ants,” often revel in their adopted community and become
surprisingly influential cultural forces there.

T Tras longghhen the case in New OrleanssThe city’s history is replete with
culturally"is#luential tiansplariss, thcluding (to naffiesbut a few) Rhode Island-bori
Judah Touid and Edlfimora;bom John McDonoghy, itish architect James Gallier,) thi
Mobiltfaased famm Jers of pe Krewe of Comus, @ieek-born writer Lafcadio Kicatn,
and«nost notably, Mississinpi-born playwright Tehnessee Williams, who thradghout
higi'Es eloquenily and Cagsistently embraced Mew Orleans as his “spiritzzal Trome.”
11w, phenoreron cornzialies today, when, Eantrary to popular perceptioi's, N ew Or-
ledlis’ artistic, musidal, jrulinary, literary, fusiorical, and preservationist communities
d'spropestinatelymarniprise non-native., ‘ransplants abour{d ¥mong #hehorganizers
of pull c 1estivals(tiw patrons of the Coptemporary Arts Cefltar, the autiivrs at lith1aly
eventSithe rengmators of historical baniCs, the revelers of th&ribald “r-we de Vinux,
the oailary-beppurs of Julia Street, gid the night-clubber(®&Frenghameail Street™” This
isi¢t'to saythat locally born peonleschew such activities: praspercus uptawii  blue
bitwds” and Jewish families, mostof them with eigliiZonth- aridwineteefith-century
loid! linelges, generously patrgmize the city’s cultyrahand socill ir stitutidns, while the
African‘\merican communityforms a veritableseservoir of deeply rdoid local cul-
tural t{aditions. Rather, it sitan'y recognizes thittrazisplanteas statistisanj overrepre-
sentfuin outwardly visible cultural endeavors.

Transplants form Certain geographiels t/iose frgm out-of-siate hail dispropor-
tioaicely from southerii*California; major Texas cities; "G hicago; “dlanta; Memphis
"Nashington D.C.; M ani1; San Francisag: Hartford: ‘n=rby Ellox, Mobile, and Jack-
son; Jacksonville, BUston, and New Yor®i€ity (see mapy, “Sousces of Transplants to Nelw
Orleans”).*" The{ ughally settle in New Crleans’ Listohical aleas; comprising onegsthird
the residency of eighteenth- and nin¢eechth-cef{tuyy neiglisorhoods compared tiless
than one-fifth (ftiventieth-century<ubdivisions:. Calculale junother way, 44 percent of
the resident{ gfineighborhoods ofthe “highes*nistoricul significance are transplants,
compared £330 percent of “signiticantly’ his orical areds, 21 percent of “coriewhat”
historical.neighborhoods, ai'd Ghly 16 percent of “wei-historical” arqas¥see graph,
“Natiwas, ‘™ ansplants, and Hist& ical Naigitborh@uds ’).*!

Why? People who choose to 1n'e to Nty Orleans often expiassly seek to es-
cape t.ag perceived homogeneity of tlia rist of America, and thereford gi)vitate to hous-
es and neighborhoods that reflecttiie distinCtivy historical essence of the city. Why
flee Midwestern blandness only tayscttle féuan >qually banal ran{h lfouse in a modern
New Orleans subdivision? A galissied townhouse, a colorful shG#gun, or a quaint Cre-
ole cottage is far more appealing."Accordingly, New Orleans’ sgafuc neighborhoods—
the French Quarter, the dewiitdwn faubourgs, the Garden Dirict and uptown—are
usually home to the high&¢ number of transplants. Sixtv-t=¢ percent of the French
Quarter’s 2000 populatis, and S5 percent of the G#ilen District’s, were not even
born in Louisiana, let alone New Orleans. One must vis.5the modern subdivisions of
the lakefront, eastern New Orleans, or the West Bank—places routinely dismissed as
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“placeless” and “historically it significant”™—to find native-born denizens predomi-
nating by over 80 and 92:peivent. And only the poverty-stricken subsidized housing
projects boast nativity 1’ tes ;pproaching 100 percent.

Mapping out New Orleans’ nativity patterns yields a whole new cultural ge-
ography ccoipared tegatindard interpretations basedaqn race, class, and other factopa
(see mapf™“hese Patteins Enlerse...”). The stark(Uiside between the mostly black
Lower Xinth Waravird mestlywhite St. Bernard,Rarish completely disappears w21
one plUtnativity . nearlpreryone in both aredsswas born here. New Orleant: ifst
and Westwego seein verysdiierent when we segment society by race, but quite similar
wlheiigve do soby nativit wConversely, Uptown &nd Lakeview seem the sama uiterms
ofvace and {las |, but qli‘e different in terms‘€nativity (the “white teapot, ' it tu ns out,
is also a “transplant feajot”). Remarkably( th» Vietnamese enclave of Versailles, often
v ewed aweiexotigmxcdption to “classic/Tev Orleans,” turns (i1.0to be myaiy native-to-
Loui¢iZna*than tHe“world-famous Frepph Quarter and Garfes, District,“which g2t @il
the attention. S@Bernard Parish boastofthe metro area’s higitest par.dh’levelnadivity
rate—U4.4 percen, arguably making it a treasure trove of ganuingl's Jal cultympe—ryet
few aboks extol/ da parish,” hardlyaniy dissertations are'written about'it, andfew'docu-
montary Slmmakers lug their cam(sas there.*?

The residential geogpmphy of natives ana“wansplant| poved dohequential

luring ¢4e Hurricane Katrina“atastrophe (seesmapy “Natiyes, Transtfiaits, and Ka-
trina’s(} (podwaters”). Trarsplints’ predilectiCa, fo: histosisil hougas placed them,
mgerf eften than not, on higher ground, because most ald nvighboriitads occupy the
better-drained natural leszee*which generally ¢34 siot floge, Nativegman the other hand,
whiived for generatioilsin cramped historical housing®ack smd vvere more inclined
‘0_fiee to spacious n'odzrn lakeside suhui'{s’in the ‘elry- to 1id 1900s, unwittingly
nlaced themselves tnan lower-lying teriin. Those ardas floaded deeply. Katrina’s flood
disrupted the live(: 0’ New Orleanians g1 4l backg :ounids, buz disproportions didgwist,
and one of them regarded nativity.

The dlcfral influence of transplants pen flies Ke irath the radar of discdurse
about the citysDerhaps this is becgUse trangpla.xs domeh of the chatteringiabout the
city (you'r#peading one now),ama ascribl ng calturalsigitificance to themsaives seem-
ingly underiiines the very zitriCntes of deep-roatedslocalism which attisled many
transplar{asco New Orleans in Wie firstyoiate. Qfpertiaps it involves triinsjlants” om-
niprfsint angst over cultural “authenticity:” if #i*ive implies authentisand real, then
transp.aat must mean the opposite—'an’l who yzants that?

Such worries should be set'aside. Y&t Jay’s transplants are today’s natives;
today’s transplants are tomorrow’anatives s 15r locally distinct{vefzultural traits, cit-
ies and other human communitivaboth produce and attract peoSlmwith certain charac-
teristics. The societies of New.Yoix City or Los Angeles do no#mecessarily produce dis-
proportionate numbers ofigréa# artists and performers; they airact them from across
the globe. The same is trug)‘ar software engineers in Seaftle,\xolicy-wonks in Washing-
ton, and scholars in Bost&y, Both groups—those prod@yed by, and those attracted to,
certain cities—help form those places’ distinctive local €altures. A New Orleans musi-
cian originally from Iy’ Moines, a Nebraska-born French Quarter chef, or a Gentilly
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playwright originally from $ainFrancisco all legitimately help form local New Orleans
culture simply by nature s tiie city’s ability to draw them here.

Still, transplan  an¢ native populations see things quite differently.*”® Trans-
plants (setting aside immigrants for the purposes of this discussion) are more likely to
be white, pl¢ipssionalghitter-off in terms of income 2:md education, and childless, or ¢
least less (twitful, compared to(:leir locally born neizithors. They also tend to be more
socially:liberal, lessitriturally (teditional, and mopasecular than natives. Many, piqb-
ably tlicmajorityc.ithe city’s openly gay populatiad: is non-native. Tulane Univirsity,
whode rdculty and Studept,bddy are even more qui-of-town than the rest of theWity is
nafiye) is culturally and geagraphically central tevthe transplant universe. Transplants’
aeents tend to be of (he/neutral Midwesté. g, variety, and conversations {vith!strang-
arstoften begin with(tip question, “So, whaele are you from?” They tend to describe
v .rious pusy of theaityvin terms of faulourgs or historic diftiipis, or ig=ihference to
popula’ restaurants,mightclubs, specialgrtood stores, or oth@nentities reicvant toltheir
intergse. Transplancs are more likely tcsiisten to National Fublic Radig  anddisioner-
supnoited WAV CZ than commercitistations, and tend (Ohe “Jagg"_3t people’ more
sa'tian “Maidi Liras people.” Themonredominate dispro; ortionately alevents.involving
thoarts, aulture, and social, urban)ind environmentdiicauses. Lirsban colizoversies,
trarsplan(s orten embrace aesthetic or idealistic yaiwes—“sav th» archite tlirally sig-

rificanttructure;” “preserve Gwe historical chamsteivof the neighborliogd,” “protect
the enl7iciinment”—becaus¢ thiise values fortifyshe ery remsais why #hey maoved here.
Rev¢alingly, many transplants exhibit a hypersensitiveagterdion to (ii¢hings touristy
(partitularly Bourbon Stret), a strategy desig+e/l to digtence thepspelVes as far as pos-
sibieiirom dreaded netidas of cultural inauthenticity and®akeness

The native-liory population, on t¥a’other iind, tends t1 be less moneyed.
less educated, moré-ueligious and traditienarin cultue, andymore likely to be Africar;
American (in larde part because so manjenative-horthmiddle- lass whites depayied).
Natives also count among their ranksny inflfieftial “oldmoney” families, whoway
share a comm(yi flace and class wit tileir pragperous t{aniplant neighbors, Lut/little
else. Nativeggfjthe working clasg’Uiten spaak with a fOut-city accent, use pernacular
expressiongyuich as “where y’at"sar “makil g groceries” aitd are more likely o ®at tradi-
tional foeds On a weekly schd i), such as red beanstas.d rice on Monday¥:x.d fish on
Fridayw Ni4ives of the upper clast tend to pronojfiice tneir city’s name v:ith the tri-syl-
labig"Cy-leans. Natives in general tend t¢./egioni2’ the city into wards; ichool districts,
or chiash parishes, and are oftentimis vhfamiliar with trendy revive/1 toubourg names
or historical districts. Their convergations ofteiiv dgin with, “So, what school did you go
to?” or “What church do you belang'to?” in mi nicipal controveriicd, natives often ad-
vocate for the pragmatic—"*“we nead economic development;” %539 young people need
jobs”—over the abstractions favored by many transplants. Natiye$ tend to prefer Mardi
Gras over Jazz Fest, the publictniversity of New Orleans oyer \lie pricey and exclusive
Tulane, and commercial 1&dio over public stations. Natizes{>‘edominate overwhelm-
ingly (sometimes exclusi¥ly) in the memberships of ol4=ine krewes and uptown social
clubs, among the attendees of the plebeian Gretna Heilage Festival and St. Bernard
Parish Crawfish Festivy/, and in just about any event affiliated with a church.
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Nativity informs rawy urban-policy controversies in New Orleans, often-
times trumping the racesqndrclass-related factors which tend to get more attention.
During the raucous 20(5-07 debate about the future of public housing (which explic-
itly did not break down along racial lines), those protesting the proposed demolitions
angrily poilitelt out thpthhree of the four redevelopmant firms came from out-of-statsy
while thdSetavoring demolijticy iiuffed at the largd'irambers of out-of-town activisc
among s he protestats In the testy post-Katrina planhing meetings of 2005-06, irit:
New Gilsaniangesl intimesyresponded to out-ot¥sw'wn experts’ recommendati{nsito
close,down gertair low-Lsing, heavily damagecinsighborhoods by citing their iativi-
ty{= Well I'mi /i here, sarn and raised, six gentrations...”—as if it were aaredential.
Ldgome way s, 1: is: naliyuy reflects commitinent to place, and ratchets up onel; status
as @stakeholder.

Tho differsacenbetween nativeiiand transplants alrio3y seemgiaiform, or at
leastéulo1in, two {epurate sub-culturesspernaps even two ethi¥iaities. Thercs hist¢rcil
precg@unce for sfurred lines betweepnativity and ethnicitz uNey Cielins: the Sam-
mon atrominatCy unifying the cityowthnic Creole popiiation inghe Jarly nizgteenth
cenluy wasino! principally race ar ass, but deep-roctea’Louisiana’nativity. Rivalry
bewreen mative Creole and newly ¢s'ived transplants-~Anglo-Ainesicans a$ well as im-
m grants{ —practically definedNew Orleans societywhetween (he Louisit.ra Purchase

nd the‘Zivil War.
The little-researched rotion of nativit,aas ¢ chnicitsitiexplorad 1:ore broadly
in thSnext reading.

‘-\"'ﬂ\../}\

Nativity as Cthnicivyin Asnérica

Dyidics between nativze dnd tyfinsaiantsa thin the United Staf®s

sJcial science research commpenly deght strmacts American society along the
faul?'11 \es of race, ancestry, gender, class,«“ducaticiy,religion, political 1daning, and ori-
entatiok. Yet much cultural differentiation trafiscends those lines, {r dbmplicates the
social terrain therein. This essay p¢sitsithat narivics—where one is born, and the depth
of one’s roots in that place—rankefyigh am&ignose segmentatio 35, serving as a unify-
ingbond inextricably linked with pérallel cultural traits such as {cfents, customs, foods,
spirituality, relationships withspature, politics, and overall woifiisiew. Nativity, in some
cases, almost functions as4usortof ethnicity.

Early nineteenth-Paatury New Orleans offers ane ¢xample. When English-
speaking Protestant Anglo"Americans transplanted the/n;zlves to this seemingly exotic
and foreign city on the southwestern frontier, they encountered here a more sedentary
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and conservative people of varied backgrounds—French, Spanish, Hispanic, African,
Caribbean—who lookeduditssed, spoke, worshipped, governed, worked, recreated,
socialized, and thought diff ‘rently. What bonded these diverse New Orleanians to-
gether, and distinguished them from the incoming Anglo-Americans, was their own
shared coldnidi-era Laghiana nativity: their Creole ethnicity. They were from here, ang
attached fiiyportance 10 it.

HiSpanicissaeprensniwanother examplesThe Hispanic (or Latino) ethnict’
unites puoplesgatverse harkgrounds—the majesity of indigenous and/or Syanish
bload, pius gthersof Afrisaii, German, Italian, English, Asian, and Jewish an¢edtsy—
wh© 2l share‘ahativity tOfatin America.

Thit ¢ comnign nativity binds plaple of otherwise varying Lacke:ounds
coines as no surprise{ Nytion-states bank ¢/ tiis notion (to varying degrees ot success),
b ! they tire-adigensusiysdominated natitag,of the Old World (6 Bnmigraatibased soci-
etiesaf thNew World. Nativism at themaiional scale fueled®@ne Know-INGhing nl v -
mentragamst Caehotics and immigrants s the 1850s, while regional nivity stakedithe
Soutn¥iolgmt redistance to Unionfadvances during the"&ivil Wanst Istory jepeplete
wilslativit gna ratives; they operatevat various spatialiscales and inténsity leveis, and
v1cid botly, the best and worst in hiisian relations.

Thig hypothesis goes/farther than the axioiaric nativi ty:is-imp{riant theme.
't suggelss that nativity—parceularly when thgas who possess it feel tiyeatened by
those (w1 do not—forms & st1ong sense of unisying identitgativitysis 1olevant even
amofligsAmericans born i the United States, with all its sibpesedly dedgraphy-neutral-
izing tlecommunications technology and mdxfe; every-fiwe-years regticssness. Nativity
is Uelcurally significant:*inericans who are native to,a ¥irtainsplact often see thingg

rery differently than the'r newly arrivedmen boors, and that ditere nce often plays out

in the public arena®Many land-use colimavérsies in‘twral azeas are better understood
as dynamics betweel) natives and trangoiats, ratl er/than adstriggles of class, ragm, or
gender. A public hearing on timber $eiity in (regon or ipredator-control initsive
outside Yellowsidhe National Park, tor"exampls, 1s likely tUjbreak down along na ive/
transplant lifieg) the former usualiyysuppostintimberfity, mining, or ranching activ-
ity, the lattepsiding with envirGmmental Feaitl and esoidgical values. Likexnse, urban
controversics in places like $4n fhancigco or NewyQiletins often pit nastivelwwho tend
to favar piegmatic economic ad’elopmenwand j&) creation (reasons fdr tiem to stay
here);hgainst transplants who are likely {a'prior1ii= for abstractions st h as historicity,
sustaiability, and urban livability (tl'a very reasons why they moved here).

Exceptions and complicating variabicswhound with regard to these general-
izations, but they do not negate tha tihportice of place in group (defitity. Yet scholarly
research on this dynamic betwews/natives and transplants is hérito find. A literature
review proves to be a frustratioi'in semantics: key terms sygh, as “native,” “nativity,”
“local,” and “place rootedness »2an be pegged against “trangnlunit,” “transplantedness,”
“newcomer,” and “mobilith? but none roll off the tongue. 116:1e grab the essence, and
all suffer from multiple ¥ anings. Most scholarly artic!c%onnativity” use the term in
reference to national birthplace vis-a-vis immigration, racaer than the state-, region-, or
city-level nativity I ami¥cusing on here. The word “native,” of course, also yields litera-
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ture on indigenous peoples—¥et another dimension to the dynamic. Other searches
call forth investigations imth®area of regional identity, which comes the closest to the
angle discussed here. Sticiolbgist John Shelton Reed, for example, has explored con-
cepts of “regional sociology” throughout his body of work on the South and Southern-
ers, whom [i¢ Verms a€‘ghasi-ethnic’ regional group.”*#
on the n¢ihity-basea hiotion ¢t/ Creolism, possibly (it best historical documentatjo:
of the phertomepou.

Why ngeec.thers ke not appreciated tliabignificance of nativity in mbadrn
Amesica’may derive fropmits’low profile: it is Gfiyn overshadowed by the marson-
spiCiiqus sociarsegmentations of race, gender, cluss, and ancestry, which hase Cecome

A fair amount of literature exista

tworevailir o coin of th ¢ cademic realm in {agent decades. Native/transplnt t nsions
atwentimes play out azaihst a backdrop of ¢enirification, and are thus categorized—and
s/ metimesaischapactedized—as race ajid slass issues, rather  tipn placquilated ones.
Nativitv-vused inlerpretations of conflizts also do not lend™themselvesto the sdr. Bf
progreusive socighactivism practiced,byrresearchers in thé advocacy st2dition, oraca-

£t That mashschol-

depudthe shrugging response to nGdiyity may also stemfiwm the
ars takmselies 1/ad the mobile lives &f transplants, andioverlook placé-rooteduEss as a
legisimata,source of perspective-dference simply beClluse it isi1e¢ their possonal life
<ty 7.

While the native/traiieplant dynamic appears to be little-studiey!, the act of
resideff1l relocation precedin g it—the mobiliyz 1 te—ismaaipfully measured by de-
mgeetaphers and tracked by economists. Nearly fifty millibn Jimericfuits—one in six—
mgwe o new residencesqvery year, and of thdat, bver ejgh¢ milliopssross state borders.
Atowicting the interstate Labvers are Nevada, Alaska, Wyoitting, IdahcyArizona, Oregon
ina other states in thiy booming West and Séith; supplving thim a'e California, Ohia,
New York, and othé.places primarily in'the riorthernivnd eagtern United States. Mobi
ity rates correlate(to hge: twenty-sometiings mace 1 p)14 plrcent of the total popula-
tion in 2006 but accounted for 57 p&relnt of gholers; theie over age fifty comuiised
27 percent of [Mrfericans but only 14 Percentygt movers '/ {Unlike nativity, Aine ican
mobility is afosprite topic of socielJcientists ai.c writerS;James M. Jasper explored it in
his 2000 pylication, Restless Natian: Star ing (ver in Ambrica, as did David.Popenoe in
Private Plaassre, Public PlightA 2581 ). Robert Putnam=ached upon it i hitiafluential
bestsellerPowling Alone (2000 )% Contrary*o pepylar belief, mobility 1ite: "have been
fairly"spabie for decades and have even dslined U} some measures, leating some to de-
bunk'he old “America’s-increasingly.m bile-sqciety” cliché as a m{th **® Despite the
ups and downs of the mobility ratephSwever, if¢. ation’s nativity rate is unquestionably
diminishing. Mobility is episodigmArnericin; niove at greater or l:ssir rates depending
on demographics, economics, atadsther factors. Nativity, on themther hand, is binary.
You only have to move once tg lose forever your status as a naye Dy birth. Thus, even if
mobility rates decline, thesaiixs of transplants grow, and the.nwinber of deeply rooted
natives shrinks.

Nativity occurs &iang temporal and spatial cofiiinuams. Given enough time,
transplants matriculate into the ranks of natives; exacti;show much time depends on
various factors. Somedge who moved to Alaska in the 1970s might convincingly claim
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native status as he sneers at 3 ttansplant who arrived in the 2000s, so rapidly is that state
attracting newcomers. Asthid-generation resident of Portland, Oregon may boast a
stronger claim to nativiizin/ hat young West Coast boomtown than a third-generation
Charlestonian, who may defer to one who goes back six or seven generations in that
old Southe/rriwort. Aguadident of the suburbs of Wegtwego or Kenner might proudly
claim natfViy to New Urleans) p1y to be dismissefi by another who hails from New
Orleang nroper. New:Orleanianvwhose ancestors suzived in the 1800s often joke al'qu:
their 1€jestionmwecertainejacial circles by the deccendents of those who arrifediin
the ¥700s. Americdn Indians'proudly hold theissiperlative nativity status as aivargu-
me¢ngtive trunipcard, stufing a sock in the mouths of nativity-claiming whites who, of
cOurse, arrived) nillenrif Iiter. Nativity is a dCmplex, fluid phenomenon; lil e C 2olism,
nedple adiust their diain to it depending or) the audience, context, time, and place.
E/en quantiative pasastrement is a chalipnge: U.S. Census nlit ity datapiigregated at
the biatk-group 1¢vel(the highest spatiglactail publicly availahle) refleftUiily the biri
state (& birth pgtion for immigrantg). Wnich means that fes€archers ' inot squantify
nativicyiat thercit for town level wheigmuch of this dynaiitis playges

Nadiyit;' in America seryas & a reliable sourcs o1'self-vride,"as evideiled by
thdwpopularity of T-shirts and bimiper stickers reafifig “CALIFQRNIANATIVE,”
“ELORIT A NATIVE,” “WYOMING NATIVE: ENRANGER L SPECIES etc. This

s a bit pusadoxical, since non-nativity, in a larger sanscyis alegacy shared byymost Amer-
icans. (A villingness to risk ¢ye; ything and leapato/the geeg=phical jankiown to find
a heftonlife might be the glosest thing Americans have ta/a tnityinglethos, or possibly
even a'gene. One might axpct Americans to E+/ploud ofmonility. 25t we glance down-
wanliy when we admit Vo “just moved to the area” (havetou aver'sten a “FLORIDA:
TRANSPLANT” bufnp r sticker?) and puis/ith price w hen waan 1ounce we're “born
and raised here, fivé generations.” Perhdpe,nride in natévity varies directly with percey
tions of transplar(t ti'reat. For all the nadve prid(,in Jouising, rarely does onegmee a
‘LOUISIANA NATIVE” bumper sti€iec>—periaps becauts, with the nation’s highest
nativity rate (7.9.4 percent), nativeooth Louisianians df [ipt truly feel threat>ned by
transplants.*”

Prite may explain onlyqpart of th> urge to deslare nativity. Perceptiois of cul-
tural threat &r feelings of infer Ghity vis-a-vis a wealdhier, better-educatedsiore cos-
mopelitatsiransplant “invasion®may alsobe atgiwy. (Forbes Magazines recent list of
Amgias twenty-five “smartest cities” 17is entn¥y dominated by celamunities with
high ansplant and low nativity ratel,*>*) Thisés where nativity gets'coinplicated, as it
often travels hand-in-hand with clessend edé&pn differences. To whom are native-
pride messages directed? Is the d=iver of a%whicle with a GEORCIANATIVE bumper
sticker scorning all those recentlywsrived Hispanic immigrants £l g bottom-rung jobs
in the construction and service €conomy? (Indeed, many agaddmics, predisposed to
standard conflict narratives, iiight view anti-Hispanic racism «¢ the driver’s motives.)
Or is the bumper sticker iinlly directed at all those brash. Walldly, well-heeled young
professionals who move& zecently to “his” state—peo#iyy wiio may look like him, but
who don’t speak his accent, don’t eat his foods, don’t wolship, vote, or recreate his way,
and don’t seem to havy/nything to say to him the few times they interact?
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Transplants’ views oiwatives are equally complex, indeed paradoxical. At an
abstract level, transplantgsafton embrace the native population endearingly, if not pa-
tronizingly, as “colorful{or “luthentic” elements of their adopted towns and cities. But
on an individual level, transplants often disdain locals as uneducated, coarse, lower-
class neighhowy with dghious values, and socialize with,them only passingly.

T tension Iias its ov/11 Jexicon. Natives ubcwnti-transplant code words and
Carpetbaggers,” “Yank(¢s

» «

phrasesiiuch as “cit f<ickers” “Tasterners,” “Northarners,
or var/aiiens of“tl:_Je folkgyho move in from.... "% disagreements, natives poifite{ly
remid transplants“look g0 re not from here, o1 suggest “if you don't like it, g&back
to ("¢ Transpidains respoldwith, “hey, you den’twn this place” or “this is afredwzoun-
uye, They botriy anti‘ait've sentiments witan they affect exaggerated 1¢cal / ccents,
noxe fun gt local cusfons, or say things lil'e J;00d ol’ boys,” “local yokels,” “rednecks,”
“Vlillbillies;“crackges or “they’ve been Ji>re since the beginn/n gjof time

e dyninite also limns a certwin geography. It is stf®agest in Cilics and thyviis
with {2 robustsyrpanding economies, particularly in the dvhite-collaifrofessiansend
infortittiongechiologies, and/or (£)high scenic, recreaional, hisgte=¥al, cultgral, cli-
matlogicalyor/quality-of-life attzibutes. These two fators—economic opportunity
anthan appealing environment—¢=ive much non-im(@igrant trarplantatién” Some
nli.¢zs scdre igh on both accguats and attract transplants in dov »s: Seat:lz, Portland,
Austin, ¢he Colorado Rocky Visuntain Front, and, Lts Vegas (80 percfnénon-native,
the hijt&st in the nation) ae fhe best exampléi,followed Lgmhities li, San Francisco
and (Ve York.>® Other places offer a sound economy arla @reasorfadly attractive cli-
mpte and atmosphere, and draw outsiders to 1ésGe: but stihsubstantia!l degrees: Atlanta,
Asndville, and Nashwille £or example. Still others proviatithe saund‘economy but less
0 the atmosphere (Nin1eapolis comes £01::1d), or flirty of <:ma phere amid a lousy
aconomy (New Orihans), and thus drivetransplantseo vanying levels of significanci
Places like Washii'gteén D.C., Virginia Beadh, and San/Ufego €zhijit very high trangplant
rates because government jobs or milively servife Yompel Cutsiders to move ther&

Certd v Tboutique communuties” offss such higo.yrdesirable scenic, Gistoric,
or cultural afyihutes that transpldiation fraucforms tiér societies utterlyp Sante Fe,
Key West,gnd Jackson, Wyoniitg are anong the pramier examples. Picturesyue col-
lege towns, it New England’ t i Appalachians, the'®0ckies, or the WeldlCoast are
also nativiytransplant hot-spotd) though iiere th€dviiamic (sometime( re erred to as
“towii)zown” antagonisms) is complicit:d by &#ering class and edications levels:
less-ecucated, working-class natives (zer us betser-educated, upper-ruaile-class trans-
plants affiliated with the university Seulder’s"Ci.iversity of Colorado, Ithaca’s Cornell
University, and New Haven’s Yale iliversit ar) three of hundreds/0f examples.

If current trends continas; the native/transplant dyna/ie will likely augment
in the twenty-first century, as;noie and more Americans pullgaroots from the places
of their ancestors. But eveattally it seems destined to decline;®s the notion of multi-
generational place-rootedijnss gives way to periodic plage-i{apping, and local culture
becomes interchangeabléyith national culture.

We would be a lesser nation for it.
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The Lexicon of Place

Deconstrunting NespQrleans’ names, nisknumes, and slogans

Nicknames tend (o/dt ascribed to tha¢ which deviates from the nosmFais
is usudlly triarfor peopld; Ws certainly true for piaces. Archetypal AmericanSuburbs
likoisZottsdalepArizonamr Longmont, Colorfdwearn no widely recognizeddncinames,
meldier as teiis of endewiment nor disdaing>¥me communities, sensitive wh'at their
Ojvn banality, nicknd-ee'themselves in the hwape of instilling an identity arid convincing

ssitorsthat ¢ne existst Rarely do such ¢bi sCientiously promotés monikess stick. Fizen
locals Gan’t buy tiat Slidell, Louisianalts JThe Camellia City” or Waveland, Mississippi
“The Hespitalify/ Uity

M¢atiegn “The Big Apple/” City g% Brothel. 5 Love,” of “Jity of
Lfeht,” howevel, and their respeliiye urban associationware vniversally ufiGurstood.
The sobrignets do wonders in imparting a sense of app sl ng distaaction toshose places,
1108 to meneion a desire to visi~. rhat New Orlean$ hears arguatly’the mostsiicknames
ind slogatls of any Americasity, ranging fron'tnelegant {“Crescent\Ccy,” “Queen
City of *lie South,” “Creole 8ity”) and the disappdoving £ Great Solititern Babylon,”
“S&om and Gomorrah,” The Wet Grave”*"! sta the seli*promoting . ‘America’s Most

» «

Infergsting City,” “Gate{Viy to the Americag) “Bifthplag® o/Jazz”) (ir.dthe blithe (“City
tinat Care Forgot,” “blgykasy”)—can thus/@ejinterpyCpad s #a effect, perhaps also 4

“Wse, of the city’s wiatly perceived deviatiau from the fhational ¢rm.**> New Orlea/i)!
veritable glossary af lasting monikers &eenits to im2iz that something different happeneu

here.

» «

beantown,

Nicknames are significant. £ geograph zn'ay be zinderstood as that wlsigh'in-
scribes characte.~to place, then city 1iskname( ¢1ferate as'as essible, widely circelating
“buzzwords“Cpit drive, for betterig vorsd, thy mentalimagery and stereoty yical char-
acteristics(a211 by millions of people abotwadrtain I¢cales. For this reasorf, Jiicknames
should 10 be dismissed as‘sivizy; thépwarrant séholarly investigatiorhecause they
help foime mass perception.

History does not record the#vatious names given to the futiare'New Orleans
site prior to colonialism. One amateui Tiistorian,swriting in 1889, repastd that the area
was called Balbancha, Choctaw foi“the plagsuvhere there is unin#alligible talk,” refer-
ring to the various languages spOKin among*hose who sought 1&fige here from bel-
ligerent tribes to the west.*” Ti/at name has also been ascribed (« t/ie lower Mississippi
River.

Naming of the coldnial city came about in more coiyentional ways. A Septem-
ber 1717 entry in the regifter of John Law’s Company or'the West read, “Resolved to
establish, thirty leagues up the river, a burg which shoi{d e called New Orleans, where
landing would be pcjeille from either the river or Lake Pontchartrain”* The name
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honored Philippe, duc d’Or!cass, who, as Regent of France acting on behalf of seven-
year-old King Louis XV, sparivored Law’s monopoly to develop Louisiana.

French historicn Baron Marc de Villiers du Terrage, working off primary doc-
uments in 1920, judged that the envisioned settlement first gained its name “not by the
[French] Matlne Boagd, nor by the directors of the Campany of the West, but by Bier
ville and EEpinay, in tiicir repc:f of May, 1717, on thicew posts to be established.” Tiie
savvy Blenville, sinVerstanding®hat toponyms drise perceptions and were therezcr:
consefjanntial,gwecl previoys'y suggested renamiiggfother outposts already burfterf=d
withidubioug namés. Thesindecisive-sounding “Mbbile,” for example, should H&some
“Fér/{mmobud?while tignearby barrier islandriginally branded awfully.as_Tvassa-
¢’ (for the'hu nan bda>s found there in 1629), might do better as “Daup! ine’ Island.
Rienville glso appredfatyd how the “very etor)c” names of “Biloxi” and “Natchitoches”
st ruck Pesioion eargnQ1iv record from Jul s 1717 shows that the/ume “Qelsians” nearly
wentatd Muassacre 1siand. In the end, g name “New Orleafiv® seems 10 ave médelit
fromgfne BienviZn-I'Epinay letter of My 1717 to the con’vaily regisur/of Septeinber
1717, &er whicloit quickly becamegiisgown both in Parisfind Louigine 5%

Neyz Cileans thus gained 1% name in the tin e-Iionozed nianner soitinued
byWwountless institutions: as an atwmpt to flatter a jfalron. Thacthe namtggmehow
oa'1/ed a {>m nine grammatica’ygender, contrary to e rrench(ustom oficisting cities

s masciline, has provided foddler for generatioms, ofmetaphorically ificined literary
types.(V/iote Father Charle:oi in 1722, “Tho$awk 0 havesgihn [thessitys this name,
mpusfimve imagined Orleans was of the feminine gendar{bat of whatsonsequence is
thia? Sustom, which is guoetior to all the laws'«i (rammamphas fixedyit 5075 According
to wfurc de Villiers dwTeiwage, “the reason for the feminisitg of MewOrleans was prob
\bly euphonic. Nouvéau:Orléans would havelheen tog'dfensive to f e ear. It is true that
Nouvel-Orléans mig.t have passed. Pefitaps Nouvelie"Qrléars was adopted by analogy
with Nouvelle-Frafice) Nouvelle-York, eta =%

Had the city been relocatede the Bafou) Manck'\c distributary, as was¥aro-
posed a numb(y ¢f times, that local= probablssvould hal7¢ Treen christened uif de: the
same name. (%) had it been trangiyrred tepro-txisting eattlements at Mobile, Biloxi,
or Natchezyphe syllables “Nouvelle Orléans™ riight havedisappeared from.the French
colonial GaiifCoast.

Zicucceeded, of course)despite,myriad fiallenges and regime Chages. “Nou-
vellg"Orledns” was hispanicized to “Nue 'zl Orleats” when the colonytiansferred from
Francito Spain in the 1760s, althou(sh “he translated name predom/na‘ed more in of-
ficial documents and maps than in tite spoké&i=prd of the still mostly Francophone
population. (The new name’s gener, unlike ha' of the French verliiof, aligned with the
Spanish linguistic tradition of chuscterizing cities as feminine.]

“Nueva Orleans” was.ofiicially anglicized to the gendsneutral “New Orleans”
when the American flag angs< 61 December 20, 1803; colloatiilly, however, both the
French and English versidps circulated in the early ninatec#l) century, reflecting the
city’s era of cultural transiion. As the city Americanize&na’English became its lingua

franca, the English version “New Orleans” became inexisicably intertwined with this
particular crescent of > Mississippi.
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While there is only One “New Orleans,” the toponym “Orleans” was later ad-
opted by at least ten towsms, tewnships, or counties across the United States. They oc-
cur mostly in states totche!! at least tangentially by the French in America, such as
Vermont, New York, Michigan, Indiana, and Iowa. Another 220 minor cartographic
features al{o irear theg=vme. Worldwide, “Orleans” agcurs as a civil toponym aboyps
twenty-fif&simes, acaii'in a spai1i1 pattern reflecting Trance’s influence: nine times 112
the motaer‘countr)yfve times i Algeria, twice ins#heWest Indies, and most othels/in
formel Teenchyfeslica. s

Nicknames for Dlew Orleans began to'he/coined once this remote ana“exotic
cit¥ 5pgan to ‘o%envelopad,into the American feid. Most of the earlier ones.cailed at-
tention to itl re utatioh ¢t frivolity, filthineSay,and—that salacious ninete€ ath-/ entury
word—wickedness. Ilsapproving slogans(rei'ecting these sentiments, including “the
Creat Sewsorn Balwrlowy” “Necropolis ofthe South,” and part/cilurly “Sqd-m and Go-
morre}.” appear fegularly in literaturespf he times. An 1872 New-York Guzette picie
saw Moy Orleassy’ recent bouts with huiticanes and fires £s produgts'¢fits reputation
as ‘2 s&and foduin ... exhibiting, paiticularly on the Sablash, scepase Jthe mowt licen-
tiout wickelnes.”* An 1815 Baston article reported on'the charatterizatioiof the
1. Cuisiana,Purchase as “a wicked'visste of the people’d Joney” aiit,New C.leans “as a
nl’.¢= that has disgraced Ameriug by its worthlessnebsand vice .. very little Uétter than

ld Sodtiaz and Gomorrah”>'% 2ee 1819 article insthe'Boston,Recorder, Witish reported
New ©)/1ranians celebratinj; th'e Fourth of Jul,seven whemsiioccurpad on a Sunday,
edit¢iinlized that “New Qzleans has been long representell avthe Sdudm of our coun-
trys| where] the institutiony of religion are né*r- garded=itner bysthe civil or military
auorities... " A anistonary minister visiting in 1828 reméinded his readers that
‘New Orleans is of churse exposed to greavtn varietics ol hunmiyn nisery, vice, disease,
and want, than any“ther American towin, . "Much Lias beensaid about [its] profligac:
of manners... mdral ...debauchery, ana'tew viceé... [T ]his(bla’e has more thanmnce
12”7 Agretonympbuibookletauthored “by a residen? in
1850 catalogul(d the city’s crimes in'exténsive swb-chapters ntitled “Illegitima e Fami-
lies,” “Conciininage,” “Kept Mistgehges,” “Exten of Lifatiousness,” “Regular Prosti-
tutes,” “Pregsitution of Wives,” “Amalgan atio'y,” “A Mair Selling His Owp,Cliildren,”
“Slave Girls Tfired As Bed Cor {hnions,” “Disregara ! the Sabbath,” “Bulilighting,”
“Drinking Fiouses,” “Vagrants, ““Nomen Vwhipp/iiy ol the Plantations,”C iain-Gangs
of Womherl,” and “Depravity of Slaveho cers,” aiong others. He helciback when he
charatierized New Orleans as “this Exb/1 of alliBabels, this Sodom ¢t a;! Sodoms...this
modern Golgotha™"?

As the city’s stature andsprosperisrcse, so did the implidations of its nick-
names. Joseph Holt Ingraham, aMdrtherner born in 1809 whqf\ieited the Old South-
west around 1833 and wrote atravelogue in 1835, claimed to hawe coined the nickname
that would become the city7/s primier for over a century to can:C. “I have termed New-
Orleans the crescent city Bnone of my letters,” wrote Ingraem, “from its being built
around the segment of a'Cizcle formed by a graceful cyf of the river at this place.'*
He certainly was not the first to associate the region’s gi&seful river meanders with the
word “crescent.” Bienwilie himself used the French equivalent of that word repeatedly

been called the modern Sodom.
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during the foundation era—-"9ae of the finest crescents of the river...,” “the very fine
crescent of the port of NauzCtleans....,” etc.—prompting French historian Baron Marc
de Villiers du Terrage t¢.con ment in 1920,

ThiSwxpression, ound in a memoir drawn up in 1725 or thereabouts, shows
thatthe cressent, whichfas later to give New Oridans her nickname, had
Heerl obserdlalmosafrolsthe start.™®

The Wil occurs {/ather early sourcesslii'nis 1758 account of Louigialid./Le
Pagédu Pratgdescribed tfahairpin meander of itwglish Turn as forming “the figurvofa
créscént, almasttlosed > “tin 1818 Gettysbysgnewspaper quoted a Kentugldun saying
thawNew Oi'esns “is bullt in the shape of a créscent, the curve of the river Ggns.ituting
Wsafe andicommodicus harbor,*'” and tei | vs ars later, a Georgia newspaper described
ie bend ds ') “vastiCinscent” connecting :lsops, schooners, andivrigs” &tking at.one
end with ocean-ghing vessels and steafiybpats at the other.’!

But sufiylescriptions fall shast of nicknames. We'do knowsthict’oy 1689, tour
yeasparer Idgraham’s book, a “Crescont City” shipping e was@ Gperatiorl, and by
18437 a locarmatvspaper named T Crescent City circuisted. The next year, @, Weekly
Grescent ity hit the streets.” In 1342, Louis Fitzger(l4 Tasistro.used “Crescent City”
ahizee timenin his book Rando(r*¢hots and Southenn biezes; twagises appeird in quo-

ations, suggesting that the tesmwas new and cosistientiouslgborrowed hyard enough
to be injzc ked without explanation but not enougiat) be inVOxkJd incalispicaously. s A
rewitw of Tasistro’s bookfappearing in The United Statés«Qemocratic Keview that same
yefr made passing refepgice to “the ‘Crescent’ity, as INgw-Orlefiigshas been called,”
again implying recerivsouiiage.’”!

Dignified andwriellifluous, “Crevserd City” gtte. In 1844747, another Nort
wrner visitor (and filtére mayor of New YOuk: City) A biahantQakey Hall, wrote sketcl:
es about his destit at7on and publishedhein in 185 ider tive title The Manhattaiivwin
New Orleans; or,Phases of “Crescent City ~ Life. Sdhttish geologist Charles Lyell, who'is-
ited on Mardi Qs 1846, also repediad the teydivin his 18&4) rravelogue.®* So pravalent
had the app(¥ation become by tl{e ¥850s/hst someazisitors conscientious] reflected
upon it. Frt1gh geographer ElisesR éclus, yhe visited'wihat he termed “thgmnetropolis
of the Sggrh ™ in 1853, found ifs 1 lickname “poetit?aiid suggested updusing'it to “the
DoubiwCrescent City,” because the reggat anngxaian of Lafayette gageNew Orleans
“twy g aceful curves.”*® An observerscatining thewityscape from the 10of of the Cus-
tom Hduse in 1858 wrote,

Beyond rolls the river, sweenuiy rourdd!in the curve which has (_/given [New
524

Orleans] its name, ‘twin s ste| to the Crescent Moon.

Such publications, {74i*h hit the streets during Nevs(Urleans” heyday as one
of the most important cities i the nation, helped instill “Cleséent City” as the univer-
sally accepted nicknama,fir the ascendant metropolis. A umber of businesses, asso-
ciations, vessels, and rail lines reinforced popular usagtih'’y incorporating the term into
their names.
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Digital database searthes lend further support to Ingraham’s coinage claim.
A search on “Crescent Cityz “in Cornell University’s “Making of America” online da-
tabase, which accesses {ver/110,000 volumes of books and periodicals published be-
tween 1815 and 1926, yielded not a single occurrence prior to 1840, but one in 1842,
twenty-fou Ljring 184350, and fifty-one during 1854-55, by which time the monikes
was entrelithed.’> Qiieries of the Archive of Americdnindatabase, which stores millions
of news)aper articivs/dating trém 1690 through 2272, show that “Crescent City™ ¢o-
curred 1ot ongeel"lore 1835, but 18,314 times wcrwards (starting in 1839-4), fin
cont'xts’almost always relatiiig to New Orleant?’¢ Likewise, the commercial catabase
nespgperarchivacom, wiieh digitized 73 million®pages from 239 years’ worth, oimews-
papers from 753 cities; 1171ded zero hits foithe key words “New Orleans  an¢ “Cres-
cent City’\from 1759161835, but 9,446 fihHm 1836 to 2007. A number of pther histori-
¢/ 1 databwesy prodymeaino pre-1835 use/ oty Crescent City.”

Also corfovwrating Ingraham’splaim is his literary r¢putation forcJining (211iis
and gmnbracinggenlioquialisms. Scholaro’of American Englisiv have idértified hiseThe
South=ilest by a Lunkee as the first ¢osumented source ci'numhes= "Americynisms,
inclicing “Lernuda grass,” “Hayanavcigar,” “flower-pat piant,’, and “sportino gentle-
m“:.”527
ca) lingdistic contribution. Ipgraham later settlea i, Natchez M ssissip)], Jecoming
‘ocally piaminent as a lawyer, awthor, teacher, andicledgyman. He died ity 3860.

‘Queen City of th¢ Scuth,” or “Queeri af the Soutl® hote again e feminine
genden) is a bit more fluid—and contested—than Ingratari¥s term(ucking the allit-
erative'brevity of “Cresganc'City,” the phrase ferates nrewe alongghe tines of a slogan
thawia nickname, and,niight have been used more oftens, desaribc“New Orleans ret
‘ospectively, after itsipre stigious era had byain to wahs. An U847 Scientific American
article saluted Cincianati as the “Queeln ity of the West” hut bestowed no equivalert
Southern title upbnNew Orleans, degpite its m{ntioh on (he same page. Two /850
occurrences of “Queen City of the So&€:" crowrea|Charlesian with that honor, anthAt-
lanta as “destir’24fo become” that nibie'metropous. Harjle tMagazine in 1858 duhbed
St. Louis as {0 "Queen City of the/MississipvValley,/ 3t again failed to honor New
Orleans wl@at was cited latef'en the sar e p7 ge.”*® An 1883 article in Haxners Maga-
zine furthar Validated Cincinfia {9claim to the nickname:

Their research, however, ixakes no mentionf07zvhat mapbe his riiast signifi-

Jincinnati is rich in sobriquets. That Jf the/Qleen City” is so widels known
as to be a synonym [for] Cincirfiati | that] wouid be understood frgms Viaine
to California.

The article goes on to say"that “the sehriquet for Cincinnatts.ow most in vogue
is that of “the Paris of Americy”—4 claim that might appall a N Drleanian.®

A Harper’s Weekly agtisle published as Union troops'ypized the city in May
1862 reminded its readers'that”’ New Orleans, as every onelguows, is the queen city of
the South... The city is bulinaround a bend in the riverj-0:1i which circumstances it
bears the sobriquet of “ThCrescent City.** A later natic nal article published in 1885,
recounting the 1862swents, ascribed the Queen City titicwetrospectively—and with a
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dash of cynical irony—to the'ity:

The Chalmette (battelies [prepared] to meet our fleet.... Farragut made
short work of thei'nowever, and our fleet, meeting with no further resis-
tanse, passed ol and anchored before New Orleans. The Queen City of the

Sca'h lay at ti="Conquerar’s feet, unable to do @ything in the way of de-
r 531

enag...

Of allthaity’s slogaris (distinguished tase from nicknames), the onf that
circwlates most frequently, today is “The City That Care Forgot.” At once worla®weary
anfiiherating, ¥he enigriatic phrase is curiously, perhaps intentionally, ambigndus, de-
penaing on(vhiither ofy¢ Mterprets “care” t¢'mean kindness or worry. It s¢2ms o have
arvered the literary 'exicon at latest by tlle varly twentieth century, though its exact
ol igins m=in foggy 1listorian Robert/T. Reinders, author/ofshe 1964z ublication
End oflin'Tra: Ne(v @rleans, 1850-1860pstuted in a chapter emsitied “The"Cvod Timey”
that “eme hundred vears ago, as today, Ne'w Orleans was billeras “the'qit) carq folgot.”
7532 Tt inot glear, fiowever, if Reindgis meant to cite the gingan figaratively orditerally;
his$' {czompiavil'g quotations from cre 1850s substantiatevthe spiritof the nhidse but
NUkits precise phraseology. Digital clatabase searches@niover a Liamdred miilion pages
ofiilistorifal Jlewspapers datingshack to the eighteéitsh Century(tared to r{tain a single
1sage urtil the early twentieth wentury—no surprise® the term circulat€8@primarily in
local sfaiiy.

Confirmed earlyusages start to appear as partsol a%wirca-19+9s tourism mar-
keting'campaign by the fatived St. Charles Hd1. The Folwruary 9, 2912 Daily Picayune
fewwited a four-column WA ertisement that read

NEW CZLEANS
“THE CITY.CARE FORGOT”
Thy,St. Charles
“The Center o1 uie City! Hijtel Life™ %

Mafiagement of the St. Cliarles wenitiationdi®ath the campaigns a March
1912 Des Mipives Capital, a Jantawz 1913 Fhila/ elphia ngvirer, and other papert repeat-
edly ran p» advertisement thit /&€,

NETW GRLELNS
“THE CIT'Y,CARE FOKGOT”

QUJAINT HISTOC
NEW GRLEANS
American@arnival and Convention City

The St. Charles
I9est all year Hotel in the South®f

The marketers paielleled their campaign wit/s a photo booklet entitled Sou-
venir of NEW ORLE¢MNS,,“The City Care Forgot,”™* whiciy, by 1917, reached its third
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edition. The campaign’s liberdiwsse of the slogan seemed to imply that it resonated with
familiarity among readeras't Went unexplained in the text, lest one construes the pam-
phlet’s generous covera e of Carnival revelry, luxurious accommodations, and leisurely
sight-seeing as ample evidence for the city’s capacity as a refuge from worldly cares.

Afi¢Crer ad petied by the Texas and PacifigsRailroad in the Fort Worth Staz
Telegram(2215) echoed similir tines of exoticismid escapism posed to lure traye:
ers: “Ogcasion Extivardinasy—New Orleans—*“Thaq City Care Forgot™—Spend Tiue:
GloridimDaysémd 2w Orleans. **° Similar usages appeared in other American nelaspa-
persen tite 1910s-20s; thestor't Worth Star-Telegan', for example, ran the circa-1 %3 St.
Clilgs ads repuatedly itn922. Also that year, #major New York Herald-canviighted
article on “d:mbspherd ¢eker” tourism in INaw Orleans appeared under the b 2adline
“Life Throbs Anew inVidux Carre of City C(re Forgot.”s3’

1926 prgmoonal publicatiofs by the New Orleang Ecileratiog<{Clubs, en-
titledWN ew Orleant.: Teey to America’s Mgyt Luteresting City, offfiad an insigiiful peripe-
tive gfthe slogamand its implications, “i¥ew Orleans,” it exblained,

is [hving ly referred to throtghout the length and oagadth ot e United
States as “The city that car{ t5got” and it is this imniaited id 3% in the min(is
omericans that still gives 1t a flavor of present 4v romangmand resulsg,in
sask a tremendous inflix" & visitors [each] wintel

il “The City That Ja/e Forgot” garnesad Juch wideipread mesodiation with
Naw( Guleans in the mid-1920s, then the slogan’s roots miyhrindeed grew deeper than
thesprévious decade. Asg<for’its implications, i/ Federgliyn quickijnassured potential
invescors that, in fact)

New Orlear :is not entirely a “Citgtnady care fol jot” for jt is one of the most
up-to-datg®tad modern Americaygities, hopiciig an everyrowing and ex-
panding basiaess spirit and centenof finance %73

The tils" of the aforementianed doftiment, arid the pointed disassuwiation
from the imications of a leisurely, fare-fiCepnity, refie -t &formal decision ia 1922 by
the Associitign of Commerce’s Ceaventicia,2:.d Toufism Bureau to promgte,New Or-
leans as Zymerica’s Most Intlxéstiag Cisy” Wrote ‘higtorian Anthony J.‘Ssetionis in his
recentweatise on tourism,

through the distribution of ¢ae/hundred thousand stickers bfarihg the
phrase [“New Orleans—Amelisa’s Most=\eresting City”], to be used on
packages mailed [worldwiadl, local, Hushesses hoped to releiate to the
scrap heap the familiar d¢5criptions ot INtw Orleans as the “Ciy That Care
Forgot” and the “Paris%)¥. America.” These old slogans neec#/ orrection if
not erasure from the paklic mind... making life in New (“r:32ns seem little
more than “a seriestof pasades and Bacchanalian debauchar:&s.”s%

In fact, both si&{ans were used to promote g@mmnierce in this era. Those in
finance and industry preferred the former; those in tour¥'m liked both.
The above ezg/nples show that “The City That Care Forgot” first circulated
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broadly in the 1910s and 1929 to attract visitors by depicting New Orleans positively
as a quaint and charminggatuge from worries. It did not come about in a rueful attempt
to impugn New Orlean as 7 rough and unforgiving port city, though it could be con-
strued that way. (Activists imploring improvement of the city’s social conditions often-
times rewc(}. the phragato read “The City that Forgotto Care.”) Whether the origina!
slogan wiSwoined for tiiose es:ipist purposes is difwalt to ascertain; indeed, it maj
never héve Deen,spi=iacallycomed at all, but rathes €xtracted loosely from variat.cos
circul{ting in latesslieteentiiygentury parlance, aswiggested by the historian Reihaérs.
Onenossible precursor apneared as a subtitle £3,2 nostalgic 1890 article on “11i%,01d
Crfseent City, “which ready,"Where Time Fleats‘Carelessly”**

Thd slgan refichid larger audienc€awhen it appeared in the inflient al Fed-
aral Writers’ Project (Nély Orleans City Guile 11938) and in Edward Larocque Tinker’s
C eole Ciigts Pastgaa s People. Those /lidely read sources hi215pd instil e phrase in
the litsetary lexicgn,wlthough its lengtlgand awkwardness pfealuded it (i6m emelgig
as a traly ubiquigpus nickname.

No#so “Tig Easy” Succinct; languid, and slightlypusvocatiss that tepyseems

tonlye emeiged from the music 2nauightclub scene of the early 1909s. Jazzmati Pops
Fouser, barn on a plantation in 1692 recalled perfornfiilg arounc 908 “ové.én Gretna
[a) pthe Fig Zasy Hall and thgsDrag Nasty Hall (icwstill in Gretila),” infahinterview

ecordetiin 1967.5* Other secoudary sources claim Gie legendary joint'wis located in
Storyvili¢'or somewhere up:0v n; neither of Focter’s halls appiar in the,Givtna listings
of Ydiing and Co. Business Directory for 1908-1909, suggesfingrthat thciwmonikers were
nigknaimes or that the venuts operated off-théscoks. Wizen PopsZaster died in 1969,

a nibwvspaper story with :€an Francisco dateline reporteGthat
pap y P

About 300 ¢ime to church to seesinie4, New & \rleans style, [as] Turk Mur-
phy’s bandsplayed the same tun€aPops slappcyaut years4go in places like
Funkeybuat’s Hall, Henry Metiango’s and t2¢' Rig Eagy. ¥

“The Rig Easy” apparently sirculated Jufficiently in the vernacular spasch of
certain soci(#Cdonomic circles, hisidricallj”ana conte/nperarily, to inspire Times-Pic-
ayune repqr 4 James Conawav t&adopt (yas/che tit'€ qt his 1970 novel ziout police
corruptigiyin New Orleans/ T} at boolabrought tiigteim to wider attelasion. Some of
the filbsnationwide appearances of “BignEasy” Ais/banickname for New Qsleans arose
subgec aent to Conaway’s publications Ctie occurind in an insightful 1372 Associated
Press aiticle by Sid Moody entitled “2<rdi Grégin New Orleans: Is(t VWorth It?,” sub-
titled “Fat Tuesday in the Big Easy{ The journalistdescribed the

constant nightroar of thesids of Bourbon St., pierced by rfis yells in the
city they call “The Big c&);” swilling Boone’s Farm, grabhing flesh, [and]
rapping with cops.... T

Note that Moody felt a nee 1t introduce the nickname tows readers, implying limited
usage or recent coinage.
Around the@@pwtime, “The Big Easy” appeared repeatedly in the gossip col-
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umns of local journalist Betty*Guillaud, who, according to a colleague, “used it in her
States-Item column [in thawaily 1970s] to contrast life in New Orleans with the rat race
of the Big Apple.”* Gullau ’s later Times-Picayune gossip column, “Big Easy Does It,”
further reinforced the nickname. Said Guillaud years later, “[p]eople have credited me
with inven{irgrit anddee asked me to use it for lotsmaf things.... Sandy Cash wrotes
song by thiustitle ana tiere was L I'V series [in 1982 jwvhich didn’t fly. Someone eyen
wanteds 0 Use it for Wedstaurant. 8 According to colsnthist Chris Rose, Guillaud, “nicr:
than alijane elgapg-Ve the giyy's nickname cache awd relevance and made it stick{ >

Hollywood might iiave played a biggar/iole in entrenching the nickmame.
Wlieh) a movicwbout pbise corruption was,changed from a Chicago setting o New
Onleans, its (tar) actor D21this Quaid, sugge$iad entitling it “The Big Easy.” T} e mov-
2591987 release and sybsequent populai'ty helped stoke the local tourism industry
b/ deliveziy 108 mminutes of nonstop ¢-ichés and stereotyp(s/-rexaggegaind accents,
voodad: ceremonlesploose morals, offigéal corruption, and@insessant OUsssions(v 1
food gind festivigm—all set to Cajun muvic and packaged i'naer the tifle The Rio Tasy.
What'€travslogut had accomplish€dyfor “Crescent City™win theg 2%, a Hgollywood
procuctionlid/or “The Big Easy”uitthe 1980s. In the:wd years pricr to the uiin’s re-
ledve, major American newspapersused the term “Bigiesy” in tidis articleSanly once,
whi'e “Ciscent City” appeargdiforty-one times. Afvar the mofiie :ame ol1/, ‘Crescent
City” céatinued its same pace (forty-three occupmances during 1987-881, Wrhereas “Big
Easy”(t1zed to 109 times. Iur ng the year foll¢wing Hurries=', Katripa, wiven journal-
ists f1d thousands of artigles about New Orleans, “Creasdnt'City” abpeared 672 times
in ghe lieadlines and lead.naragraphs of majorAn ericanmmwspapemarticles, while “Big
Eaw’ occurred 898 tim&a*®

The success(af ) The Big Easy” is nisiystery. Tlying «f Naw York City’s “Bio
Apple,” the tag restpated with familiaiity dnd eascwof reagllection. Its economy ¢£
words and syllabl{s 1»ndered it friendly t&*headlir> e 1ivors, (-av ] writers, and glibstele-
vision personalities. Its odd yoking cf*:o adjefuves conviyzed a swaggering, norisha-
lant roguishne ¢ ihat seemed to sat'sty’populas expectafiis about the city’s ar free
attitude—thSsume expectations,diicidentally. it “The" @ity that Care Forgpt” helped
instill. “Big/Ffasy,” in short, was tat only c nvellient and Sool, but also rangtrut to out-
side ears At the nickname’, 1 Sjularity rose presiselpas tourism replaged yetroleum
and shiogfug as the city’s pretiler economtiic sgior was no coinciden(ze:)a marketer
coulifot nave invented a better term to s nvince¥ssitors to partake of ke city’s oppor-
tuniticyfor escapism. The suggestive ni’knamqworked almost too {vei': at one point,
the city’s tourism promoters—Ilike tidvir predeecisors in 1922 vis-a-vis “The City that
Care Forgot™—backed away frops. The Bl Ealy,” according to (i historian, “out of
fear that it detracted from thejr.g»ewving efforts to appeal to toufiysy families.”>*

The shift from the elagaiit “Crescent City” to the raffiph’ Big Easy” may sym-
bolize, to some, New Orleans” transformation from an afflueny’ascending metropolis
with a genuine raison d’étrgyto a poor and descending one 1:4+ried to a phony tourism
construct. This interpretatian is complicated, at the verjpast, by the fact that New Or-
leans was quite troubled even during its so-called “golali,age,” as reflected by certain
decidedly unflattering %y.storical nicknames.
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» «

“Crescent City,” “@uwen of the South,” “Sodom and Gomorrah,” “City that
Care Forgot,” “Americas:? 08t Interesting City,” “The Big Easy:” What can we learn
about New Orleans thriugh its lexicon of names, nicknames, and slogans? Some early
ones reflect outsiders’ sense of disapproval of that which offended their presumed cul-
tural norm{:/1Jew Orlyaiis as the alien, the condemnesd, the threatening “other” Othepn
arose frofiiwn embraciiig appréc aion of geographidaiand cultural beauty and distinc
tion: Niw Orleans s/colosful, wurious, romanticsmsnique. Still others were consci¢n-
tiousl"eainedg. Usted ixerests (oftentimes bywexploiting reputations and ifnages
imps:ted by earliel’ nicknani€s) and promulgatd. or economic aims, namely fSurism
anfi shipping. Wew Orleans as product, seryvicey experience. The nicknamas 1eveal a
wide range (fi1hages, ja/igments, and agend.g, imposed both externally ar.d inf >rnally,
atwentimes contested, aiyd implying either/corapliment or critique.

@ one pgint aimost all can agr/\: this lexicon of plaq Spth reflgsthand drives
populal: pUrceptidninthat, compared tggafier American citi®nsomething uifferent K-
penediinre.

AN

Wards, Faubourgs, and the Fercepgtion ¢£Vlace

ow New Orleariiius delineate, lab&l, aré argué avout ther grban space
How New Orl delineate, labél g tth b

New Orleaitians perceive, delitieate, andslavel théisurban spaces in myriad
ways. Some use flubburgs, municipalities, districoaird wards) others refer to c/ftssh
parishes and school districts; still others spatialize 'he city tyethnic groups; byneigh-
borhood age anflatmosphere; by ecanomic ¢id5g and pub i 'safety (“good” arid“oad”
areas); by niyies, nuclei, and lan{i:rharks;s@nd Vis-a-4il Gunal Street, the l4ke, or the
river. The (5} §uial perceptions_vais,compiaxly over fiine and within subsggments of
the popylgtion. While some/ie'1aiitic afcionados insist that neighborhé&yds®re named
absoltialy“and delineated officiaily, liksmatters/orlazs or physics, such perceptions of
plagt e more appropriately viewedsas*he humas constructs they ai'y, wonderfully
individualized and wholly subjectso intirpretavion. Therein lies thei:sinificance.

Thesubjectivitybeginswifathecity’shrstieighborhood. “French Quarter,”“the
Quarter,” “old city,” “original city?#ieux Cari 4£Old Square), and \#21.x Carré de la Ville
usually describe those blocks hpuiided by present-day Iberville S<1zet, North Rampart
Street,Esplanade Avenue,and#bq MississippiRiver.IninformalCoytxts, theyalsoincludes

the “100 blocks” betweeit Zhetville and Canal, although this strip did not fall within
the original city and remas iwtoday beyond the jurisdictiqn or the Vieux Carré Com-
mission. Portions of blockswlong North Rampart and s/ lanade also spanned beyond
the original plat but amamaw officially “in” the French Quater. In historical records, the
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French Quarter comprised pax of the First Municipality when the city experimented
with semi-autonomous munitipalities in 1836. After reunification in 1852, the French
Quarter became part ol the'hew Second Municipal District, which was in turn sliced
into the Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth wards, all of which remain in use today. Some locals
shrug off thesl arcangetreaucratic limits and refer generically to all quaint, historja
neighbor/ieads below Canal Stede"as “the French QUasters”—plural—or simply as “aa
quarters.

Yaubageg ¥ fauxbowrg (literally “false towst') is the French term for anuiier
subu':h. Bometimes used.svifonymously with (he term banlieue (“outskirts” piv‘sub-
url@?, it desciihed the Sehdivisions laid outawithin old plantations beyond#h&limits
oihe original dity, starziayin 1788. Both tefins taded as French disappeared frc m local
soeech in the late 18Cusiand early 1900s, bt jiubourg was revived in the 1970s through
tle effortes" presepmationists, neighborkhod organizations, afiiyeal estatangents. The
first meigtiborhoda™ re-embrace thesiarin was the Faubo@iag, Marigny,“which faluty
viewg@the quin@pssential New Orleans fdubourg. The terndis ftow gornonlyssedas a
synanya forhistoric neighborho@ throughout New Gtleans, ames fting (hyydefini-
tion\zhe Fioncl Quarter. Populas with culturally awas= tiistory butls (mapy of them
transplants), the term faubourg 1fiironically uncom(@gn amoitgudeep-rdvsad locals
(rajticulérly native-born elders),who came of age wien the tefm 'vas defiiict.

Raubourg Ste. Marie,_Faubourg St. Margs, "St. Mary,” “Second Vinicipality,”
“Americali Sector,” “Americin (Yuarter,” “CentréiBusiness Déstict,” and "C2D” all refer
toth€usealoosely bordergd by present-day Canal Street£<'t 1bervilleStmet), Claiborne
orLoyola avenues, Howard’Avenue or the Pafcchartraisntxpressymv, ‘and the Missis-
sivp¥River. In certaimhis‘=rical contexts, the.‘Canal Strec¥orridor " {oetween Iberville
ind’Common) is coi'sicéred separate, hecalst this swita remiine « a dusty commons
for twenty years aft€athe faubourg’s 1768pnlatting. FanhourgiSte. Marie is generally used
for discussions re(ounting the late 1709s%ad earli: 1300s, wlhile Faubourg St. Magss, St.
Mary, and the American Sector usualiy=~vnnot¢/niheteentl\century contexts. “Seeand
Municipality” (i lies exclusively th niunicips!ity era of( ,36-52, while “Cent al Busi-
ness District’ siyd “CBD” refer tofUie area in i€ twenti®h and twenty-firstycenturies.
Today, the/GRD falls within thieskust Mt nicir al Districvand mostly the Thid Ward.
One real astdte investor is cyrr Aily spearheading arsaéiort to designate ¢5Cially and
market tiX5CBD as “The Ameri€an Sector, “playiiiy ot the world-famots ciichet of the
FrepCihQuarter.

Everyone has a particular 13el of whqre “downtown” bec{mgs “uptown” in
New Orleans (and, relatedly, whethei*the wotGs hould be capitalized as proper nouns
or lower-cased as general urban ragions). :ny people today dividefthe two places-of-
mind along the Pontchartrain Expressway, which roughly sep@rates the harder, con-
gested streets of the commergziarsector from softer, leafier rggidential environs. Oth-
ers refer exclusively to thesGaiden District or the University.ai€a as “uptown” and the
French Quarter and Cenu!, business District as “downsow’ Years ago, Canal Street
would have been seen as3e demarcation—a notion ¢/iiheid by many New Orleani-
ans, despite the fact the most local usage of “downtowni“ignd “uptown” implies other-
wise. Understanding 1i{ two distinctive yet nebulous regions is enabled by embracing
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their various and adamantly,a9fnded definitions, rather than by dogmatically attempt-
ing to reject all but one.*

The term “Gaiden/District” (in use at least since the 1850s) connotes the
wealthy historic neighborhood bounded generally by Magazine Street and Jackson,
Louisiana, (11¢*St. Chyzihs avenues, historically the in'and portion of the former Jeffes
son Paris/i%ity of Laray<tte. Hir2, wealthy families ¢1'predominantly Anglo-America:n
stock briilt Spaciqusininsicns (9830s-50s) set bacl“rom the streets and surrounde'd 5y
green{ijna verpeliirent utan environment cordpired to the French Quarter.(txfct
limits or'the Gardeh DistzictUepend on wheth(r ¢ ne is referencing official city Tmigh-
bofbGod deliiidutions, 16l historic districts,ortnational historic districts, Eveinthen,
neay locals an'l most(yis tors use “Garden*Ristrict” to mean all prosper us, | oliated
aptown historic neighoprhoods.

s as gpontical-geographic/unit were introduc(a With theg' 195 charter-
ing cfi{he'city, rebrawing a Spanish egivaient from colonigivimes. Serviig as vhii'g
distriey, demogmnnic units for censuses, and other municipal purpales, wandseere
delinedtad apd redrawn four times @wer the next forty-s¢ven yearge®=tr the giiys un-
succalsful sigtedn-year experimepnt with semi-autonor ous municipdlities, the"reuni-
ficticity gavernment (1852) redrew’ ward lines for a (iith time. bésause Felmity Street
ha a)for nfanyryears, marked thelefferson/Orleans pasisn line, the ) ilew waligs were enu-

nerated starting from Felicitv \First Ward) and gantiltuing consecutively ownriver to
the Ofl¢dns/St. Bernard palist line near presei:t,da, Jackses Rarracka,(1vinth Ward).
Eaclard extended perpgendicularly from the river, whaye 1itost pebpls lived, straight
bask 1iito the uninhabitad Dackswamp. To gqatiize popaistion sizepwithin wards, the
highdensity FrenchaQuidcer was sliced into the narrowet wands (Tourth, Fifth, and
Sixth), while the lower-density upper ana¥awer fanoirgs spanr ed broader swaths.
The lowermost outlirts of the city weba,s6 depqoitated that a single mega-wara-{,
the Ninth—envelbpd the entire area.{_1¥y father| thch “swingiaround” above Feligity
Street and demarcated newly annex&=2afayetfe Us wards Ten and Eleven. The“wnu-
meration cont{nu*d upriver as mor> Jeffersop=arish colnipunities merged with/ New
Orleans: Jeffexspn City became wards Twalve,“rhirtegiinand Fourteen in 1870, then
Algiers ongine, West Bank was amaexed as War | Fifteen. Upriver expansiop.concluded
when thecity annexed Carrglit /iy which became avait!s Sixteen and Seweri{ain. As de-
velopmeilsspread toward the 1ike, old,ward lig®) thidt once projected neatly off the
sinufes Mississippi were extended andiahgled sémewhat awkwardly s intersect the
smoo.ywest-to-east arc of the lakeskare! The nmyodern-day map of Ni*w Drleans wards,
unchanged since the 1880s, thus reticets the &ty oiecemeal growth since 1852.

An additional adjustment ih waft! cebgraphy came in (ke 1920s, when the
newly excavated Industrial Cana«levered the Ninth Ward intOs%ipper” and “lower”
sections (a reference to the flow Uirection of the river, not togdraphic elevation). By
the late twentieth centuryy thesiverside sections of the upper¥nd lower Ninth wards
became respectively knowin, by the more appealing memifais of Bywater and Holy
Cross, while areas behin€:St. Claude and Claiborne gfijeraily remained anonymous.
Their higher degree of historical and architectural sigiiiisance brought Bywater and
Holy Cross to the tabiq/0f urban planners and preservationists, thus subjecting them to
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specialized naming and greatemattention—more evidence for the significance of place
names and nicknames. Paal Ustate agents, who know this well, are universally enam-
ored with mellifluous listorlcal monikers under the theory that more people would
rather live in “the Faubourg Bouligny” than in “the Thirteenth Ward.”

Pligeipercepiians and labels inform on natiyity, race, and other social dimep
sions. Ne¢waOrleang nadves with deep local roots Giean use the ward system in pe:
ceivingairbdn spaceynrobally Decause it formed the premier space-delineation optibit
prior {G%he offigl Uiban-planning and historic-distficting era that began in the 19/9s.
Recent transplants; manysoi 'who specifically r:iared to the city for its historzcal,and
cu'tvipl charmisptend to Tosognize space vis-a-vistecently revived historical manies, like
rasbourg St Jon, “th¢ I4irigny,” and Faubdurg Tremé (see Nativity as Eth icit) in New
Orieans).

Deause petividy rates are mugh) bigher among bladk isidentgethan whites,
wardedre particulaily common as a spgyiat reference in the /&ican-Ameiican coriiali-
nity. Zidlerly natiyes of any race are gftext unfamiliar with fhetrendy L ved fausearg
names;sust gematiy recently arrived wansplants and coll¢gustudestase at a lggp when
asked'whatyars. they live in. Native®born New Orlear'ans, who tend to becuiturally
traditional and family-oriented, ar{nore likely to idey{Uty landmai'ss and régionize the
citytby clurdnes, church paristsas, and school distiiets, a spatiil lixicon (ha/"does not

vork folmany young, secular,“¢hildless transplamts. “What is “the Sevefitiy Ward” to a
native/t.din black Creole m{y F'e “Faubourg Néu M irigny7a=“the Jazs, Feut neighbor-
hoo@™s9 a white transplapt; what is the “Upper Ninth Wra™to the (vuking class may
besBywater” to artists anda*bohemians. Oldexiyembersat the blegk Community still
spoull of the “back-ofitovs.” and “front-of-town,” even th&woh the swimps and marsheg
hat gave meaning to thase ancient spatial pi=ceptions (se Gecgrar ries of Nuisance ana
Risk) have long be€indrained away.

Spatial r{ter>nces often reveal subtle (or{noho-sul'tle) social, racial, ansipo-
litical narratives. Politicians in New Cricins cleyerly deplojlocalized spatial referdnces
(to wards, upt{ys1, downtown, or te bick-of-5awn) to c(riify their authenticit 7 e tab-
lish their “stfegiycred,” or allude tgPacial dwnaizics. Whidn, Mayor Ray Nagin famously
assured bla@'s residents that poseKatrina\New Orleans will remain a “chosoiate” city,
he pointedlyshrugged off “whaPeople are sayingyin ¥ town,” implying tist+residents
of thatuurfati region bore other i¥cial desioits.®' Tike adgjectives “inner-cify” ind “subur-
ban/"Which originally carried geograpnisil meaiiiag, are now widely ©ad openly used
as raccand class euphemisms—desgite the faqt that many inner cit{esre gentrifying
while suburbs grow increasingly diveive. Sonietihes prejudices are revealed when ob-
servers unconscientiously descrika the sdw e rea differently, d{uefding on context.
“When something bad happens;%!amented one New Yorker, {/##s] neighborhood is
called Harlem. When something good happens, it is the UppgnWest Side.’**”

Like city dwellersaiiyzhere, New Orleanians also hredx down space through
landmarks such as favoritdyestaurants, stores, places of aoxtkip, or nightspots. Land-
marks often work better tlan street addresses or inters#&jions in communicating loca-
tion. Say “4133 South Carrollton Avenue,” or “the inters€ation of South Carrollton and
Ulloa,” and even long-\ne residents may ponder a while before picturing that particu-
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lar locale; say “near the Roc-%.Bowl” and, for many, the picture clarifies significantly.
Such landmarks form a marc®ptual map which can be shared within one’s social net-
work, but not necessari v b¢ yond it. Someone from New Orleans East with no inter-
est in either music or bowling might prefer a straightforward street address than some
unfindable(r.f*rence 4p-n unfamiliar venue. So centyl was a health-food store to the
identity ¢ Esplanadc Avente neighborhood that(seme residents jokingly called thie
area “Falibourg WLl Foods. “areference that might vafile those neighbors who covli
not aff o to sheesi.lere.

Gangs a Centuryago often identifiea themselves by referencing neighbor-
hob¢l{andmarres the “StMary’s Market Gang” 4nd “Shot Tower Gang,” forexumple,
wese named fo two proriinent features in“he Irish Channel area. Gang | tocay usu-
aliyrspatialize their idenyjity by ward (e.g., 107 Ward Posse”), something regularly seen
ir ' graffitts™d on gemitemorative T-shilis sold at gangster figrals. Crg=husly, some
gangatased in housiag projects adoptapard-based names th&ado not reficit the acful
wardd@sations gftheir home turf. WardS0ften pop up in rao 1yrics;ondrippenin 2905
dubbe@himselt “Fifth Ward Weebig*

Goerrment agencies apd advocacy groups esciiew puanced, fuzzy percep-
t10ms of place, preferring instead bu»Zaucratic and lega/Ularity in tiussub-regivwalization
oftive city, T¢ this end, they pesiadically impose rigidshoundari>s i nd offitiarmonikers

1ipon thitcityscape. In 1973-75wthe architecturaliriir Curtis and Davis Hew Orleans
Housifg ¢nd Neighborhood Rre ervation Study ilent ded anelwplineatad sinty-two “of-
ficia™eity neighborhoods (later increased to seventy-thee® ) eartogrfiphically depicted
assiay'little polygons based on census tracts)stasural bgmiers, trammportation arteries,
andwocial and econemudpatterns. Plannershave widely @opted thie'Curtis and Davig
nap in the past threl, d>cades, yet mogt 177 Orlean: woula he /'t a loss to identifv
three-quarters of it§ “afficial” neighboriieqas.

Another{imposed official delinedtion of {padand [ lace in New Orleangsis by
historic district. The city boasts som&e the lafge)it urbart National Register Histaric
Districts in thé walion. Inclusion in/fhe U.S. Dgpartment Of (e Interior’s Natiojyal Reg-
ister of Hist4n'y Places is largely @i honopary designativn; the only materigl benefits
involve cerfyin tax credits and Spacial conlider ition vis-awis federally fundea projects.
Yet these.d¢iineations have Sr/Vin highly influentialsin large part besauda’che Pres-
ervatign T<source Center, New!Orleans Turgesfistoric-protection advoracy group,
embfajed them in a widely distributed.snd veiy influential map ant website. Local
histor s, districts, on the other handj\sran far less acreage and are [2ss)known by the
public, but have more “teeth” in protecting ai€iijecturally and historically significant
structures. They are overseen bysthe' Histenic District Landmarl's Commission, with
involvement from the City Plani:isg Commission and other gréips.

New Orleans’ most distinctive spatial perception iggalves not place but di-
rection. Rather than the cardinsl directions, which only serve®o confuse in crescent-
shaped New Orleans, lakeyide, riverside, upriver (or uptown)wnd downriver (or down-
town) are universally used as surrogates for northward,S&uthward, westward, and east-
ward. Confusing at first, the system works well (except}arhaps in the jumbled Bayou
St. John/Mid-City arey’ and makes more sense locally than allusions to distant poles
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and stars. Logical as it is, the tesminology does not travel well. Residents of urbanized
St. Bernard Parish, for ezample, do not go “downriver” to get to the rural coastal re-
gion, but rather “down tae rcad.” Likewise, fishermen in places like Yscloskey and Shell
Beach go “up the road’” to shop or do business in Meraux or Chalmette.>*

Tle TlurricagaiKatrina catastrophe turnedsworldwide observers into neys
speakers GiNew Orledus’ lexicoh 5f place. Hundreds"f arrivistes from journalism and

academia trooped Wit) thensitywin the wake of thayacluge and eagerly embraced th:

the Faraest-hit areds—Lakeview and the Lowes Minth Ward—emerged in media re-
po{t/as metapiwors for tig,socio-economic andrcultural-geographical chasms within
tinbeleagulred metrdpbits. Lakeview, on tlinone hand, lent its name to s mb))lize all
thatwas spburban, wiaigy, and middle-clas(: ajtypical American twentieth-century sub-
d'vision4m Micitly pmearthy enough to er oy a view of the lakd t gt innoagahenough to
misunderstand the“water’s threat. It flgaced terribly. The Zoager Nintn™Vvard, ol jute
otheyinand, spglye to all that was peor,olack, underprivilegdd, and isinfranciived:
Lower,“mplwing dass, isolation, anttopography (even fitwngh Il tew liegower);
Ninih) as int®bo tom-rung;” and J/aivd, that gritty, antiuated political unitanknown
to'many Americans except as a pias? for society’s lunfiilg tringe. 18flooded“uarse than
I zKpview! Scores of other neighhorhoods also suffeiaa the deliige’ from 7p1King-class
vhite Cliolmette to wealthy blatk Eastover, to thed/ictnamese enclave at viyrsailles and
the snfaujispanic cluster i, Mid-City. But metig o'itlets camiirued Jmkewew and the
Low&inth Ward to synebolize all angles of the tragedyfaavviewers imeded to know.
Had they listenpaa*closely to New, C+leilniansgthey wouldyhave heard much

mond complex, nuanged;«ind fascinating perceptions ot piace.

A /L‘l“ .
“The Cradle<f Civiiizea D rinking”

Kuminations oniNew) Drleaus’ ancien’ wevutation for escapism

[T]o all men whose desire ori v i to be gich, and to live a shorf 1)) but a
merry one, I have no hesitatioiwin recommachding New Orleans.>>”
—idenry Bradshaw{yaron, 1819

On a per-capita basiéjthe Yellow Pages recently listed “igre bars for New Or-
leans—355.3 per 100,000 pof{uigtion—than any other major(Anterican city. The Cres-
cent City and San Francisctusiaimed approximately doublé he per-capita number of
drinking establishments,of 1 ¢nver, Boston, Portland, Pho®aix, and Las Vegas, and over
five times the rate from othe’r large cities.>

This pre-Kaftizpmstatistic corroborates popular perceptions of New Orleans
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as a drinking town, a reputatids nearly as old as the city. An anonymous critic writing
in 1744 roundly rebukedsthéucity’s society, noting that even men of little means “are
seldom without wine ini thei cellars; the tradesmen is seldom a week without drinking
it beyond moderation; but that is nothing in comparison with the soldier.”*** Wine and
liquor com{p-ived fullpine-third of Louisiana importg,in 1788.%” An indignant new
comer vididing later in e Spartich colonial era wrotf &§New Orleanians,

LY their paiies there,is o delicacy. All is gri sst ess, and noise, and uproar.
Wine, ncgonversat <n/'is sought. The merfwill not only get tipsey, but stag-
ger {~d reel in the/pitsence of the ladies; thisintemperance...incurs no dis-
graces, .. "the ladies twugh at the eccentrjwity of their walk.

The city abolin{s with tippling hoises) At every cross street of the town
and suburbs, 013 sees those places At riot and intoxication@awded davand

zigh”. The''ow orders of every coto\, white, yellow, and Biick, mimiidis-
558

sriminately,.

Th/ stigma of intemperan’e increased markedlz iirthe &y Americanu frears,
af slipping aesivity bustled, tranfipats abounded, andSeputatifins spread. “This place
motie of U worst I ever witnessea,” wrote a homesicl=Aéw residantin 1817; “the chief
wiysemeitte are gambling and adinking ... quarrels anidheven musders are viry frequent
rere”*’ Reported John H. Bsfatrobe, who visit/ig 1834,

In all the streets around, cafés and barrooms [on thé Sabbath] {vehe open
and in the receipt ¢%a full and noisy cul##Gin. Rumsana’gin, Mandhgahela
[rye whiskey], £5d/Tom and Jerry [sweetened hot s] here il in palac-
es...of taste[ 4 Ulagance and refinem(n’y.. The Aryking tHhomfs large[;] a

whole armygor"Uottles, with contelitgor all coldursiine the Sixfives in close
560

array...

Another man, describing in‘T+7 the ¢ty}; varied and low-priced eateriespre-
ported that “tli=/n-ofit is on the liquir, “as evidgnced by “rlic'immense patrona e nese
establishmerit#"znjoy, and their rivlsiplication “within (i last year.... Many of these
lunch and&rinking establishmeints are ccinin s monsy; they monopolize the'corners
of every sguare; whole rowg'o! tWem may be found #'some localitiespatitnew ones
are spuing g up every day”**" “Lhe cify’s thore/ian twenty-five hundad/taverns are
alwzysflled with drinkers.... especially dsring eleCtion time,” wrote th€Erench geogra-
pher rlisée Réclus during his 1853 visit)

[They] fuel the most violent passionga7iti)brandy and rum .. {17} political
candidate] doesn’t know I ow to drink a cocktail with style, he wiit lose pop-
ularity and be branded!traitor. When political adversarieeet in a bar,
drunk or sober, insult§’fyllowed by fistfights or gunshot{: /i not unusual.
More than once, tlfe,coxqueror has been seen drinkingspver the corpse of
the conquered.*®

An 1850 anonymous expose on the city’s licerit?hus ways, New Orleans As It Is
(Truth is Stranger Thax ! iction), excoriated the local embrace of spirits:
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Of [all] the sources &£ evil and cause of contamination, there is none...
so glaring as th¢ imn ense number of drinking houses in every part of the
city....

[C]foz shopsiiile found in whole blocks—on {itwee of every four corners,
{vilwre one streec crosses.ajic ther, and ranges of l'uilding from street to street,
every door'!/alling intowdrinking house. Tha.style and splendor of [some
bdrs and sipons surnasss] the mansion of ayv. nillionaire in this country.

[Dritking] is the (réws propelling power thatrives on the maddening car of,
human passion into'every other scene gfwice and pollution.... This prach€e
of a;me st constajt drinking through thisday, pervades all classes of socijty.
Not only thefnd'e portion, with scaiely)an exception, but the ladies.....

"W lines 70d liquors of all kinds ce/istitute the principal ‘“iferingssizithe
sourtesiéswaf every day life.... [I|ittee-forths of the pian.. are c¢liizmed
drunke{¢si{taking] up to tweflthve to thirty [drink§ w day, aftd veUthese
are/il hign-minded, sober, afia®tespectable gentleme', 101l of &Wtriern chiv;
alry{L1ss

The tocktail, though nat invented in New Quledns as isotien clainfie ycertainly
rained £ me here, and it was fidze more so than anv &sher American city"fat absinthe,
the nql¢ijous greenish-hue( Ei ropean spirit, fliwec. Modezn New Oxleals, described
receft’y as “The Cradle of Civilized Drinking,” is nome (G%oine of the nations’ old-
est.al! most famous bars,"among them Lafi(t/s Blackgmuta Shop, tite Old Absinthe
Huure, the Napoleon Fifise, and Pat O’Brien’s. Many today relish (his ancient reputa,
sioll: a coffee-table b{ok ¢elebrating New Ciicans salb¢ s, Obiuar: Cocktail, became &
local bestseller in tly late 1990s. A festival aedicateliso the gocktail recently drew over.
12,000 people. Afegislator in 2008 filea'wbill to deciaye thefS>aierac as Louisiana’s, “of-
ficial state cocktail, indicating the misahlevous ziit détiant: ‘ense of pride held by 2aany
residents for tl{e.putative tolerancd tO¥ drinking™*

Ney’ Srleans’ historical ginity for aéanol thriwes today, though under more
controlled gircamstances than4n, 1€ day< of'g og shopstund dram houses. Beur by the
pint is sold ache most mund/n #ublic events, and fi'st/cime visitors are 0422 stunned
by the catiril legality of open caditainers. “Boozgris part and parcel of jist “bout every
evepfyna‘occasion in town, from debutante bali{to jazz funerals to phewee league T-
ball g¢'mes,” wrote columnist Chris Rosé) with harely an ounce of hyyfeihole.* The im-
pression is notlost on the nation: a2024 Intersret urvey of 500,000 people ranked New
Orleans as America’s number-one city for ha'--hbpping, night life, 41 dining out—and
dead last, incidentally, in cleanlize’s. A similar 2007 poll congtirzed: first in “cocktail
hour,” “going out all night,” and “#/ild weekends;” last in safetwant cleanliness.**

A number of factqrsxplain the city’s modern-day em'srace of drinking, span-
ning from the historical disd gdographical to the culturalan?'t/ie economic. Port cities
as a general rule boast ity night scenes. Sailors, travglyss, Visiting businessmen, and
other transients, liberated by their anonymity and decce(zled from the responsibilities
and restraints of homu, (ravitate to opportunities for immediate gratification, in which
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alcohol usually plays a primaiysrole. (Sex is a close second—and, not coincidentally,
accounts for another higtarice] reputation associated with this city.) Sailors at sea for
extended periods of tin'> de nand such services immediately upon disembarking; port
cities happily oblige, calling off traditional bans on late-night and Sunday sales to ac-
commodat: ose arrigiiig at odd times. (The words “%ast call!” are rarely heard in Neys
Orleans. YPart cities. With theirf' diverse ethnic stock faiwalso typically more cosmopou:

tan and'lib¢ral thaifsiteriew,criies. So we should st e surprised that New Orleajs,
San Fiaitsisco, guel Coston ggpre among the highestUar rates in aforementioned Yellow
Page: survey,

A secOnd possibiareason explaining Netw Orleans’ lead in this areasds ithLatin
caltural conlyedrion, irfz(r hed by SouthernSfuropean and Mediterranean { Cath slic so-
cicties which view alcGhol as part of the(dai'y bread. Germans, who arrived in large
n imbergsi=the 1829s-39s, did their par\\by introducing bee/ [ ither syetpssfully) to
whataghs Very mifcita “wine town.” Mge Conservative areag®the Soutiy, asuallylv i
greatgiProtestass,Anglo influence and “Css immigration, t2nded tq viaiwalcohol @wan

escanidts vigs and still do today. Indwusiana, hard liquatisavailahls

_any sypermar-
ket, (eren K'Maj ts and Wal-Martg, aitd Daiquiris are shla‘egally in go-cups,a&drive-
thiwughsaln neighboring states, 0y special liquor stO%gs vend i1aud liquoi;sand many
couhties, harticularly in Texasgprohibit alcohol entialy. Drinklngiis simplly yart of the
wulture 45, Louisiana, especially¥n New Orleansgmaiidi some may argud tat is for the
better{ Zuter acknowledging th': widespread aviilabylity of epatits, thespreiously cited
circad2247 resident commented,

We have TOLERATION [here in New Orleans]43f:_edom to/think,—to
do and live as jpu please.... This igtiig very hij piest st'te df society....
There are fepv grat crimes commiad. Even difanxenness, Jexisidering the
facilities, is eweedingly rare, and tiare is [hareYan ultyr absence of that

abandonien: and degradation, whith infest{!ar s classé: o1 the population
»567

of other cities!

Forglltne availability andscCeptabiliszbf alcohalin Louisiana, the state regu-
larly ranks gerage in terms of bgtiiwicohdl ube and abuse, While the New Oilaans area
had, as of 2(:04, a higher perg€isage of citizéns (8.3,8F percent) repqrtiaz ecent al-
cohol dé 1 dence or abuse thin ne stateé (.15 pacet:) and the nation (/.85 percent),
the di®erdnces were not huge. The figuie’ ¢ enerty rell in the middle rafige of American
statew/and well short of the nation’s Higlfest (13.5 percent, in Wyomifg). Regions with
the highest percentages of their cifisans repesting regular alcohol usage consistently
clustered in the north central UnitediStates—aj) area not know fof j¢g ports, immigrant
populations, or Latin heritage.*

An above-average nuuih2r of bars vis-a-vis an average Zevel of alcohol con-
sumption logically implies tli<_ivisitors comprise many of the(bhr patrons. Many, per-
haps most, of the YellowaPagus listings represent bars locit2d in the French Quarter
and CBD which cater t&Hurists and conventioneers amd treir “party town” expecta-
tions, rather than locals living out their daily lives. Thog erception of New Orleans as
The City That Care 1'9rgot might have developed over centuries via sailors and visi-
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tors letting loose in this remd&es and exotic port, but with the mechanization of ship-
ping and the advent of othar tansportation options, those bar hoppers of old are gone,
leaving only the reputat on ¢ fa Sodom and Gomorrah. The modern tourism industry
enthusiastically exploits this historical reputation, creating an expectation of revelry,
that perpefuiajes the spyistation, leading to greater eypectations. The result: Bourbos
Street, ga®®ups, a bar oir'every (qriier, and otherwis{ Gucent citizens publicly indulgiriy
to exces:, Iiie high W42 of bar iSting in New Orleans, then, may simply reflect the citiv;
huge Gtuism age*Snvention,industry, annually sstmbering over ten million v{sitérs
(presKatrina) and promgteu’py a crack profestiorial marketing staff. It may aisesbe a
cage/0f a numerasor inflated by tourism divided by a relatively small denominatoiysince
New Orlear's Fad on€ ¢t the smaller poptiations among the thirty-five (najcr cities
included in the study.

InyricanesZawina changed all £iese numbers—of barsppopulation, tourism,
liquondales—Dbutfaiwigns indicate thatihe city’s centuries-githreputatiofias a drifki’g
towngwill, for bgiser or worse, endurg, Exrs were among th> very first Wlinesaes tere-
open after the cawistrophe—indeed; Whe only ones to renfiain opengsing the jmziaent.
Bar<  hightCubs, and restaurantsdater in the autumn <t 2005 reopeied at,a Jace far
brivker than any other business ty e, even those deillig in necciuities.’®4
O 1paniar's 1nbibed liberally faring the stressful and uncert{in :imes fHll¢wing Ka-

rina, wi-an an open saloon wasiar easier to find thanun open supermafkey.
Vhatever the fate (.f Plew Orleans, it icsa.s2 e bet thathone ofs#s 1aut establish-
mentswill be a “grog houge,” and one of its more enduriné réputatiofiswill be that of a
drinkiig town.

Yany New

TNl

¢/n the Whitewashir.#'of Tre< Trunks

Some unscientifictiypothesesLbout gturious tradition

Ordinary street scenes and gityscapes Camyserve as Rosetta Scanes of culture
and hiseory. Consider, for example, tha#raditiod, of whitewashing th¢ loiver portions of
tree trunks, seen throughout New/Orieans ana w2 Gulf Coast region. Little scholarly
research has been conducted onsthis pectiiis,custom, but persoyil/{unscientific) ob-
servations throughout the Amari&ds suggest various hypotheses™

Ask Louisianians why they do it and most will cite a Siwgmatic environmental
reason: to keep potentiallyharriful borers off the tree. And this'may well be true, espe-
cially if lime-based whitew e} (toxic to insects) is used.

Others explain e coating as protection 2%anst wintertime freeze/thaw
cycles and the effects,of the sun. “The trunks of young wees,” recommended a 1919
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California newspaper columuantitled Good Orchid Practice, “should be whitewashed
as soon as they are plantad i the orchid, to prevent sunscald and the drying of the
buds...”s”" When telepl one/poles and lampposts are given the same treatment, public
safety (marking of traffic obstacles) explains the phenomenon.

Biti Urere mag'so be a deeper significance here. Throughout Latin Americy
whitewasiiod tree trinins appear 10 parques centrales,wlong grand avenues, in schoos
yards, aid i courty/ds. Askednabout the traditigs, rnany Latinos will explain thaf iz
gives £ tsan, mgeiCdred, bgipto appearance to vegutition that, if left unchecked,(o¢ld
became overgrowti, unryly. dnd feo. French getoripher Elisée Réclus seemed teypre-
scribeyto this acethetic eXplanation in his 1853 critique of New Orleans sociatv:

Under the prgeaxt of art, rich indivi¢@a's limit themselves to whitewashing
thy trees in ‘agic gardens. This luyuiy#nas the double admantage of Bying
lea, ing to tndir sight and of costidig v ry little.*”

An 15357 article bout a reunion of fesnier slaves at a parliin Wacey, Ioas mentionied
themtiortrytiks,or the trees were winitewashed for the ofication,” @ testive [l lidrop
for tiee barbewnd picnic, fiddle plagypes, and orators.””® AiZather agticle from Sgwth Caro-
Yna'in th®game year also alluded tan aesthetic ratiohalt for the tradition;

Qne of the prettiest places in Columbia justazowsis the park ... [T[HE8ees
bave put on their gi:en foliage[;] the unllergiywth has 8een cut outiand
Snakes no longer have a resort. This week Chaiman Willis o the zark com-
mittee has been htying the trunks of thefraes and ferites whitevwaghed and
when the work£STcompleted there will vesti0 neatlr o prettied j iyee in the
whole city.*"

Whitewasl.ing tree trunks maywevresent,a santrolling of nature—a “neater s
ing up;” a taming ot its ragged and pqtensially threztining d¢e. It may be a praduct
of the same cultural instinct that makes Ameri¢an) spend«intold hours and couridless
dollars cutting ordss and trimming Feages. Yefgginiike m¢v ¢d lawns, whitewasied tree
trunks are nb#fyvenly distributed/tiroughaut die Unifdd, States. They are rare in the
northern agiy' central parts of thessountry, hut ¢ s)mmon uicertain neighborhacds in the
urban NestiiCast, in the border Qhuntry from Texas vewCalifornia, in sautidasn Florida
and pazts‘a! the interior South,¥nd in New Orlghs and the Gulf Coas( Titey are also
typifaiot societies of the Mediterranear'segion ai:d other parts of Eutane and Russia.
The tiodition may be a Mediterranetn-’egion qgesthetic trait which (1itfused primarily
into areas colonized by France and/Spuin, and, iy, into areas where immigrants from
the Mediterranean region settleds'lilis m&y ex)lain why whitew(isnd tree trunks are
found throughout the Latin waridyin both cool, dry mountain/ssironments and hot,
moist, coastal environments, hutiess so in the Anglo world, regaraless of environment.
They are also found in many iepical East Asian societies.

Which brings us ¢the Vietnamese neighborhoad =¥ ersailles in eastern New
Orleans, where whitewasiied tree trunks also appear./Z5id these Catholic East Asian
peoples adopt the tradition recently from their Louisiaiiyneighbors? Did they pick it
up long ago from Freiyth colonizers and bring it here when they immigrated to the
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