e launch mystery ~Ini-

ter launch ~ Weaknesses
likely depg site, cargo, itine

for a spring launch ~The

and speed ~Down \hhio

River ~Into Loui waters ~ Lingerin g the

isiana he attack~Locati attack site~Rec@é and m
proceeging ~ Arrivi New Orleans ~ g at the ﬂatboatw(f ~ &

rowi ing site ~ Dispensi the cargo~Life a the ]&

boa rf~Di ling the flatboat~ oose in New Orl Room,

bumpkins ~ “Ba

~Warm weathe ilding the flatboa

tial evidence
hesis ~ Further evi

Consp

Wmd the world ~ Slave
Ex ~ Sightseeing ~ Peo tching ~ Retailing
t view ofIndlanabto Illinois ~ Deerfs

Wi ever fully arrive@828. Temperatu
ipping to

'~ tu range, often risi alminess and o
s ality or below. Ralggfll from persiste raising the
¢ v‘m of the Ohio angyMississippi. Trees m ly; delighted
ers assumed an e&spring and sow#s acgPrdgely. Word from

o uisiana had it t Is were growing in February!—
hile harvesta

s blossomed on_Mississippi cotton plantations.
O '~ “ E]very thing ts an appearancbme o% banks of the M
¢ sissippi,” marvgiad one Louisiana p’§ ven a etted about the r'\#
“attain[ing] ight that is truly alarm he Ohio had al
i s and flooded S ee To Illinois with six fe

exceeded its

§ water.” Bad news for most fo goo s for boatmen llklfm
Gentry braham Lincolpahigh w: eant swift saili

rst, however, they eda at.

count written by man n . 'T. Baker in 19 Ids that

the rys purchased a salboat oat formerly us haul salt

dca om Pittsburgh) i@)cin h proceeds from e they had
'~
!' Lafourche Gazez‘z‘e,%ed by
828, p. 2; see also Cary J¥Mock,
weth, and David W. Stahle, “ ter of 1827-1828 O stern North Ameri-
ca,” Climatic Change 83, no. 112 (July 2007): 87-115.
2. “High Water,” Village Register and Norfolk County Adv Dedham, MA), March

13,1828, p. 2.

dian

mers’ Cabinet ( t, NH), March 29,
jzisek, Michele ers, Michael Che-

&

3

N
= 8
v



36 Lincoln in New Orleans

ds tha as this pre-existidiggtlatboat that Gen-
ird ¢ mber named Ze rphy took to New

sold there. Baker c
try, Lincoln, and

Orleans.® That nt, ho , is not substanti y any other source.
The fact that In hi clearly stated th and Gentry traveled
“without o ssistanggd’ Uindermines Baker’s gredibility. All evidence

Allen Gentry t

suggests t incoln

during

elves built the fWat,

n, W
ndia ere he built and
instructions are paraphrased her

and fell two strq hardwood trees lar &f pos-
e) of similar leng at least four feetgitliametel™Marger loads

uire longer trunk:
Y @Debark, split, he‘ and chisel them Owto twi ssive beams,

thirteen inches t and forty inch , Wi much length as

o: the trunks allo here available, s ills p by water, or by

steam after Os, significantly Eised thig task.)
1/ b

3. C. T. Bake dy Creek Landing Grec® the Li&s: An Historical Ske
Pioneer Days i Community and Cguaty” (1931) ublished monograph
at Spencer County Library, Ref 977.2 B,
i arion Van Natter,

.C.: Public Affairs P,

n L. Scripps,” June in Theffofiected Works of Abraha In, ed.
(New Brunswick, N, gers gni y Press, 1953), 4:6 il[1am Dean

Roy P.
How ife of Abrabam Lincol, mile c~ of campaign biogra rrected by
the f Abraham Lincoln ing ana University Pres ,22.

1s A. Warren, ed., “ , Mi , and Astronomy,” Li 'Lore: Bulletin

0 ncoln Naz‘ianalLife' ion, no. 1349, February 14, 1955.

d Historical Atlas

entury,Qge B. N. Griffing, An I/lust
encer County, Indi ladelp. . Lake & Compa 879), 61, and C. E.
right, An Illustrated Historical 15@06 er County, Indian isville, KY: John P.

orton & Company, 1896), 4650
6. Joseph Gillespie to William H. Herndon, January 31, 1 ed. Douglas L. Wil-
son and Rodney O. Davis, Herndon’s Informants: Letters, In iews, and Statements About
Abraham Lincoln (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illir)ill Fress, 1998), 181.

&
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3. Taper one end ch e om forty inches L$O about twelve

inches.

4. Haul theb oana rrate bankside logat®n and lay them par-
allel, sepa by nce roughly one{hifd their length. They
will for ﬂat unwales (pronounceg and sometimes spelled
gunne the t ackbones to whi other componewas—
ten

5. eigh rs between the lel gunwales, ant@ each
r to each@ale with a dove ortise. \

lt

b )
= &
o — B,

o

vfl)
em
A
0g 8.
c
5 2
S =
s 2
o o
© 3
o =
a2

1)
o
(=

o)
5 25
= e
Q_‘Ch

wn
%75‘
a o

=)

o

O

B‘

8. planks across the streamers and fasten them wood—
# e each, formlng
'~ 9. all seams by ha ing in “twisted of we en hemp
ax,” then pour1 in and hot lard i e cre The bot-
¢ m half of the vesse now complete.
\ Qt came a pivota ent: the fhpp he Helpers raised
o gunwale with while holding do the o hen gently low-
IS Qred the massrv e with ropes i

ntoghe adJa water body. The cel-
O ebratory hoot t ose as the craft ed a bbed to life oft
b ¢ times fell sile leaks bubbled {f rep s were made. The
steps added ality to what, at this pornt, 1tuted little more

: a sturdy raft: #
Q 10. Cut (posts) three fee d@ them vertically 4 or-

tis every few feet in gun
11. Pa ver the studs to the ¥, the flatboat.
12. limmer but lon € ds ert them down iddle of

flatboat, in mortj ut i girders. These po ill uphold
e roof. (Some were entirely roofed like ar@ others were
alf roofed. The G y—Llﬁvessel, being a small'two-man craft,
7 John Calvin Gilkeson, “Flatboat ;urldmg on Little Ra reek Parke County,

Indiana,” ed. Donald F. Carmony and Sam K. Swope, Iz agazine of History 60,
no. 4 (December 1964): 317.

&

a
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Lincoln in New Orleans

from the tops of gunwale -mounted

dle studs. These the flatboat’s roof,

ed steeply enou shed water, but flat
walklng, poling, and oaring.

perpendlcular another layer of hggader

hem over and ca em to keep out the

ain cargo. m
el, the flatboat N ed interior worl@
home for crew. 1 woodstove an ney

and wintertim tlon, while s ed sto
rrals) maximize city. If Gentry incoln

ominy and smo am, floor space ce111n c
fficed. A few i of clay dlstrlvenly the
seal crevices, abs oisture, and proWY the -plank o
floo cooklng fires.® ~

came navrganon@uipment: the “@ oar called a

er,” functioning rudder) usually red si et or lon- m
larger boats, Wh1 e side oars (“swgP§) nee be roughly

¢ e the width of the flatboat. A shor eld at ow, called a s
ger,” helped kee craft in the cu#‘wo @ in side sweeps
otrudmg from thPiky vessels probab lain atboats came to m

'

o P e known as “b orns.”” Because Ggatry andglincoln built their craft
O ~ to accommodat inimal crew of t ey p y depended on t
b ¢ steering oar a\%)ling for all navig e, and ‘ ave left off the

y

' in r County five yegss later

a contractgor a similar vesse
may she e light. The $9 gree found by resear ouis
A. Wa called for an eigh foot-wfid sixty—ﬁve—footg atboat

oars altogetn
No reco escribe the desi@¢ the @y—Lincoln tlatboat, but
.§ o :

w1th nd—a—half feet-hj alls, ot-wide gunwal a two-
floor. A steer1E an eeps protruded ‘ the stern
gharles Carleton Coffin, Mbraha incoln (New York: Harpegrothers, 1893),
; . §

%9 Gilkeson, “Flatboat din Raccoon Creek,” 22 HRA Gray &
pe, LLC, The Evolution of a Sa Landsmpe A4 stz‘or un‘e Study of the Lin-
coln Boyhood National Memorial, Spencer County, Indiana (Ci ti, OH: National Park
Service, 2002), 49; “In Flatboat and Keelboat Times On 1ssissippi, Over Seventy

Years Ago,” Daily Picayune (New Orleans), March 19, 18 4, section f, c. 6-7.

&
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‘9

and sides, while a cov I th a leak-proof r ccupied the rear.
While this contr; ears ect relationship Q\e Gentry-Lincoln
case, it is never s info ive because its p ser, William Jones,
was afﬁhated the G Store and probabd comparable trans-
portation n

The si t Geemeoln flatboat e estimated by ﬁ:ﬂ

journal ng a at launched from Tilgeby Posey County.
sured ei etlo

seventeen feet 1,360 square fee ned m
by five men. A ¢ two could typi andle a vessel 1 y h

that siz@, 40 or ide. \
i , i m‘ the n

be ilabili . ng si lw

c slow alna m -

db 1Ry wor sy
ind. osts typlcally ra round one dol @ length ) but

were iroba y minimal for this tWo-man homemad¢ o
$r tlatboat Em

' L -
when Allen Gen@nd Abraham Lin
¢ ockport is a critical piece of informa Lmdirects us to
\ roper time W1nd n which Lincoln din New Or-
ns and thus enab to reconstruct itf\liféko which he was
° posed While cent of the historica evide&nts to either an
O '~ early springtime &h or a late-autu rly-\&m launch in the ye
1828, neither a ive can be pro prim storical documeré
b @ tion. There a registries, no reﬁo acts, and certain
N journals nall@bwn the date other s of evidence and
, abound. The tollowing dlscuss 0 ghs th ence for the twggdepar-
ture-dateg®potheses and p031t &
Q Co al evidence acc dates pringtime hypot well
Warm

emperatures, swi ow n iers, high wate
ion of sandbars an er n obstacles, len
d economic bust 1on port all enha

gtime launch. E 1ona11y m and wet weath@igin early 1828
extremely high rs in ghe Ohio and Mississi hich might
m prompted thewavvy Gentry to organize a voyage to ex-

oit the swift current. (“T rising vary fa%d appears to be

10. Asbury C. Jacquess, “The Journals of the Davy C t commencing Decem-
ber 20th, 1834, Indiana Magazine of History 102, no. 1 ( 2006): 8.

&
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411 Ibid., 20.

hs after the presi s assassination ig >, set
t for ky, Indiana, ant@ois to intervie : onal
memories of Lincoln, in prepara¥on for a book ab&d¥ni eague.

40 Lincoln in New Orleans

pretty well lined w@ltb at served one navi in 1835, indicat-

ing that riverme vely, the river and yed accordingly.'’)
Lincoln himsel e, set out from 1s in the month of
April for his 1 ew Orleans, whi own father had de-

years earlier. Port records show that flatboat

t New Orleans en late March a rly
atboats registered Glily), implying that

oportionately in h and April."2

parted in
arrivals in

May (w.
try depq pea
Secondary evj
stron comin
lon e Spri
arge in

rk is er for the purpo our study.

The nt 250-plus tranggeiots and letters havggbeen desc s “one
of t t extensive oral h@ projects in Ameggme® histo erndon
aborator Jesse W, wove the infor n int ative form

blished it in 188 Herndon’s Lincol; e Tru

\ The effort gar more cr1t1c1s"gpra1 . ular audiences
o proached Hernd the occasionally mfiti rtrayal his find-
'~

ent secularity, uts with depress isto criticized Hern

for sloppy inte ing methods at!foed ag historiographica
gitimacy of Qifiable, decades-old reminis s. Herndon fuele
criticism whel#le mistakenly whi up le s relationship wi h
Rutledgm a life-transform edy and dlsparag ary

Todd’s ¢ ter in ways that i nce he attering image is day.
Herndgighecame viewed by Lin

ngs painted of tilnmortalized presidgat: his ﬁan roots, his appar-

scholars as an nistic

write e his book’s title: ndon, @00/n) more so than ful and
reli istorian.

vertheless, Hern aterlal constitute nmatched

& re trove of first- perssectlves on Lincoln’s y@utll. His tireless

12. Wharﬁnger Reports/New Orleans Collector of Levee Reglstcrs of Flatboats,
Barges, Rafts, and Steamboats in the Port of New Orlean —23 and 1845-49.

13. Charles B. Strozier, as quoted by Wilson and Davi erndon’s Informants, xiii.

&

adds further cr e to a springtime h, t\m

he research of am H. Herndon. inc c\

d law partner, cl@end and biogra m, ern
literature of Lin arly life, so so groun
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fieldwork and well@rve

quent histories,
think we know
Indeed, many,
The situati
in shortfall

t
finding ii}

€

perfectl se? D

S to eva
info

have way

(who,

a es and per

)

Among Hern
with fifty-s

never

evide r

the a‘vailz&

br ® Defi . Scholars have
u rable ation, and right

storians Douglas

nl
ed n’s i

ers convenient access to the actua’
# identally, have su
'~ Alt the shortfalls o an

sh lways be kept in

9

phi

h itten pop

form the source

articles, and un

ulation

0-14

ilson and Ro

nterview not@ﬂ corresponden

spectived®or this

)

September 186

”»

¢ s, we can reconsfuct the chronology,
\ %’s voyage to New, ans—starting, se,
° 01 nch date questi

deceased husband accompanied

lier.’s «

ear-old Anna line (“m
i incoln to Orleans deca:s ear-

wife en Gentry,” she

O for

me is Mrs. Gen
“with w r Lincoln wen

1828. ¢ Born around t

guglas L. Wilson, “l@n’s L%
Ky on the Illinois Yem" ouglas L.

1s Press, 1997), 21-34

. Allen Gentry di
e boat going to Lou

, these first-pers

ords of Lincoln’s
d their own sharegf scholarl

memory an

study. T

rs, in epth
tly begun to r& Hern

ndreds of subse-
much of what we
the national stage.

ules of the old ¢ es,

4

ly not. Are mos hem generally ac ? We
their accuracy tigolgh corroboration ext
putation, and methods. Do t pre
ormation on Li s early yea

g con

e all-important

S

%Y.
uiries S

a valuable inter
Gentry, whose -

red,

e]s Gentry Senli April
me ;1 Lincol

n and d with

in Lincoln Before Wa on: New Per-

son (Urbana and C : University of

eVQ whe“*ing to neighbors,
d.” Interview, Nat

isvilleind wa:
ancy Richardson, and John Ro William H. Hernd

Herndon’s Informants, 116.

16. Interview, Anna Caroline Gentry, by William H.

in Herndon’s Informants, 131.

&

oot drunk and fell off
Grigsby, Silas and
ptember 14, 1865, in

m n, September 17, 1865,



42 i Lincoln in New Orleans
him, the widow G@ co irw
t the§ the trip let me say that I saw

Speaking

the bo as on w it start and L[i | with it. . . .
Th own t io & Mississippi . ¥ ey Came back
28

in] &

g
Anna s clear onal memory for, ompelling eviden@r a
unch cularly in light r close relations one m
A
er,

springt
nciples. A dangefus weather anomaly
of spring-like
60°to 22° F, and, ped 1
killed seedling

orable: after
uddenly plunged
freeze and light
of 1828 into a lo

imony when He@n interviewed h

ber 1865. Roby affirmed;” [Lincoln] and G¢ i 0. o
# 28. as Said by m ghter ... I'was o from ~
i ntry & Abe start .O...” Butth er admit- m

/
\ memory is gon myself am fast g v

@rther substantiatioft®t a spring launch
1eW with neighbors Mathaniel Grigsby,
on, and John R on Septembe

s fro don’s inter-

ich
65.

¢ a Nancy Rich-
\ ﬁ orfine in particular
o Qtated that “Lin ol&t to N.O. about r’29.% oat Started out

rs f the Ohio in t ring—Abe abou ears e.” A few moments
~ later, Herndon led down the er&ie p# “Give about 2
¢ which could “around two mifhr “aro wo months.”* L
ily, Herndorgr clarified his notes of the ne interview wit
’. : phrase, “Gon&&bout two monthséhus w e corroboration iAnna
emperatures were r iOClark in St. Loui@?ﬂ, dur-

=5, 1828. Temperatur imilar in Rockport, I , offset by
I 50, as the system liam Clark, “Willi& ark’s Diary:
6—February, 1831, . Louise Barry, Kan torical Quar-
te no. 2 (May 1948): r vegetative impacts of the April léilling frost, see
et al., “Winter of 1827-1828,” 8 5.
. Interview, Absol y Wi . Herndon, Septegher 17, 1865, in Hern-
n’s Informants, 132. Q

20. Interview, Nathaniel Grigs and Nancy Richar yand John Romine, by

William H. Herndon, September 14, 1865, in Herndon’s Inf%s, 118.
21. William H. Herndon, citing John Romine, “A Visit incoln Farm, Septem-

ber 14, 1865,” in The Hidden Lincoln, From the Letters an s of William H. Herndon,

&
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tr1p b
in- 1

Gentry’s stance tha in spring, and th sted around two
months. Romine e man (James y) who hired Lin-
coln to go to N kes three Gentr ily members (along
with Anna an solo o knew Lincoln ferfbnally, all concurring

ona sprmg
Armed thlS e ce, Herndon rep spring 1828 as ea-
son of t oat 1 n his 1889 bio y. Specifically, hmte,
“In Ma 8,] entry . fitte a boat with a sto rain
and meat” for Al d Abe, but state urther dates, de nn\
clear mony y departed in and returned in c\
cite erndo rch 1828 judgm s since been ado y nu\w
t1ary

$

eecon the51s holds tha@try and Lincol hed i

De-

cern 1828 Setting out during the cold and bI‘lC ays oL VCl’s end,
wh iver runs low an. Q\r might seem ris and co uitive.
Inc w1nd frost, ra hail, and snow. wed one
me Indlana—to— Orleans flatboat y twice the
of a typical sprmg rip. The incleme i ) made the

ver]. . .. The
ather is fine for t sease.”?

o But winter as not without rea
d

'
$ gator “very unw . with a bad co

n. Apd

of-year launch

elivered recent vested agricultu mm es to market b%

O ~ they might g0 aligned partic ell wi acco cultivatio
b leaves are cut j gust or September, Waked c&)les in barns to d
N afew month n braided in No&er and ed in December. -
r

incided w1th the ideal season f ting h eat, as the auturmgn chill
staved of@ay in the peno @er and curing.? end

Hertz (New York: The Nikin 938), 360. y
iam H. Herndon a e W eik, Herndon’s Lincof: The True Story
t Life (Chicago, Ne rancisco: Belford, C Company,
/

:63.
. William S. Ward, Dia

Fla@pat Trip from New Albaiy;"Indiana to New
rleans, Louisiana, 1 e Hlst w Orleans Collectign, Accession Number
009.0139, p. 1, 27, 33, and"69 ( ed as THNOC) departed New Al-
ny on January 19, 1839, and ar ew Orleans on , delayed mostly for

weather reasons.

24. Interview, Jane Boultinghouse (great-great-great-gr, ughter of Allen Gentry
and member of an Indiana tobacco-growing and hog-rai mily), by Richard Cam-

&



launches supplied

were rall, t

s from Gentry {g#rily oral
to mateur histori king i

44 Lincoln in New Orleans

New Orleans just as demand
rose with the cit ) time population d-season launches
also gave farme ethi ductive to do in f-season, and freed
up the subseq pring lanting. In the ca Gentry and Lincoln,

a Decembezwrture

have allowed them £o work the river landing
during the sg§sequent &gingtime busy seaso ile temperatureggmicoht
have in nged freezing nightl h southbound mil&¥gbuld

mer temperatur w water level sur wed

have br@slight
progress, but it al

nhorns at the Kk

iasti i ted curator o@pence@nty
ociety, Bess V. Ehri¥ann interviewed rous ry de-
s part of the So estern Indiana Hjgtorical So effort

e “missing chapt@@ot Lincoln’s life. flatb en along

io did make theire in April,” Ehrm ckno ed,

¢ m but the Gentrygamily was always kn wmgo int e fall

\ or early winte ere were other men ma ir“trips in

o winter, Mr. WS Gentryl[,] the g n of entryl,]
t

geneg\s of them, made their flatboat ggias%to New Orleans O
in th 1 or winter, after 0gs wi utchered and the
s er crops gathered ﬁ‘ edr marketing in Nev‘

s. Ice did not comggnhe rive til late in the wint
as Mr. Louis Gen 1d mﬂu must rememb, w
¢ traveling south a from'& % 5
Frar@’arion Van Nat@ilg ter\mentry family m&ers around
t e time (1936) ve his gs into a book, n’s Boyhood:
ronicle of His IndianW Years,qgoublished posthumoual 1963. Van
atter’s work is unvr a L% book; while it iggents dialogue and

panella, December 5, 2008, Rockport, ;ndiana.
25. Bess V. Ehrmann, The Missing Chapter in the Life aham Lincoln (Chicago:

Walter M. Hill, 1938), vii, 7.

&

uced the risk of l@sitig control of the v Th\

o told me.
O '~ I hay, wn intimately %n@ he @hildren and
great gr ildren of both ] entry llen Gentry. ¢
b ¢ All me s of both families ~ that t ancestors, three
y
4
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imbues color into b@od ‘iMS, it also contaiv&olarly apparatus

such as footnote affi
Indeed, Van N orke
stand and reco ct the

all research rials
Vincennes [ggiversity.

A n Na archives is an affiGWgit signed by seven@vo—
year-ol rant and notarized o tember 5, 1936. ding

lous notes and saving
the Lewis Library at

rmont day of Dece 828. ... Rev

d in the affidavi his information
andmother, Ann&groline Roby Ge
rs ag(¥2¢AWhat he did not or perhaps mis
en interviewed by Herndon i#¥1865, his grandm

p artu te to April 1828 December. Basedyon E. Gr: entry’s
'~ tes , Van Natter, con: ng with Bess Eh , jud e launch
as place ‘[m]idw: ween Christmas [1828 New Year

[ ) and proceeded to®Construct the tri don ronology.?’
¢ hat remains unfesolved is the chas een th entry family
@bers eyewitness ories of an A co ed by Herndon

1865, versus the ed-down fam1ly ries o ecember launch
IS “Zcorded by Ehr and Van Natter ipsthe 193@s, Interviews in 2008 b
~ this researcher wo direct descen of A entry revealed t
whatever ada December—launc mory t have existed 1
1930s did n sist into the 2000s.2®

One Lin family member, aguel
ture—buwjiously, it turns un

st to an autumn depar-
65, interview w1 bra-
ham’s ea but oftentimes iable in Dennis Hank: orded
that “ incoln went to N. the ff ..” Hanks the 'mined

his credi#lity when he con d, “ & e year] 36 or 37 Gideon

L .0
&ffidavit, E. Grant Gegitry, SeptQber 5, 1936, Francis Mari®it Van Natter Pa-
ers—Regional Histor ion N 36, Lewis Historj

origal Library, Vincennes
niversity (hereafter cited as"Van ers). @
27. Van Natter, Lincoln’s Boyhood,
28. Interviews, Jane Boultinghouse and Barbara Dillon (b at-great-great-grand-
daughters of Allen Gentry), by Richard Campanella, Dec 5, 2008, Rockport, In-
diana.

&

o

the timing of the at trip, the affidgintStates that Allen be 1&

ristmas day 18 d New Year’s Da 9,
yed le on the trip unti the birth of his @cted c

3
N
g
v



46 Lincoln in New Orleans

ords, we know fc ain he launched

Gentry, no one Q t Hanks got the
8

rong, his reliabilj arding the season

Romine. .. ¥ By
in 1828 and acc
year, decade, a
is minimal.

Additi
try wed A
try and
within

n the 19" or 20t of March 1828, Allen Gen-
y, thus confirmi the very least thagGen-
ndiana on that d 9 Anna became

. Nine months Kt on December 18@

1rstborn, James r.3! The deliver ord1n

Ge

gav
a

nn, layed the southe as Allen had
w al well at home. years later whe
ntrys were alway. emember the d
boat rom the b1rthda the eldest son.

ever there was one, Ehrman rote and dll’CCtC

page hen Lincoln Went, boatzng From R orz‘ 1n Wh e actor
' wh d Allen Gentry is own great-gr

least one moder Gentry fam1ly dent rred with
nn sensing that Gentry (her g rea t randfather)

not have parteddwith his bride on rne pregnancy
\ nna became pre around Marc wo Ve realized it no
° er than three w ence, based on m rual c Presuming she
S ~ old her husban ptly, Allen (a erefor braham) would have,

O Q under this the ayed home unti late— ber birth. Afte

couple of days suring the healtﬂ and baby, the th,
goes, the du uld finally have departed Natter also ack
: edged the 51 icance of the b1 thou erroneously dat d it to
Q Decembe@ 1828. . c

iew, Dennis Hanks,@’ﬂha erndon, June 15, 18 Herndon’s
,45.

e March 20 date co ecords—Spencer Co sndiana 1818—
mpiled by Christil g Ethel ith, and Hazel M. Thomson, IL:
tage House, 1974), 8; othet¥sources@ate March 19.

. History of Warricév and P, nties, Indiana (Ch o: Goodspeed, Bros.
Company, 1885), 452
32. Ehrmann, Missing Chapter, Ql?ﬁ
33. Interview, Barbara Dillon, by Richard Campanella, D@er 5,2008, Rockport,

Indiana.

34. Ibid.

\m@
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§

v@ better off with heaband disappearing

sass ruggled alone W1Qr days-old firstborn?

at the vely low-risk early ¥#8nths of a pregnancy—

¢ , in this case ®ed the ideal time for a

ness. This woul le him to be ho ur-

onths of the late , birth, and first, s of
na winter woul Qn make matters Bo m
reater risks in eeks after birt in
on. Contrary t mann’s reasonin Ge
buttress the April §ginch hypothesis, eake
er launch. Van dramatically de s “a bl
. a strong north ale . . . the Deceder wind
Q growl[ing] loud thin hours of t y’s bir
meteorologically; conditions see

eigh
hkel d of Allen ﬂatboaﬁnto the blizzard while leavi

But would Anna

fall
st the
hours-

old b nd first-time-m to fend for the
ons struck as fierc an Natter descri
scientist William@Hirk, stationed on miles away

Louis, persona:i recorded very differ

\ of 1828: clear s generally calm empfa
° ough morning a erno h December 27
1 Spring morning [and a!; Fine Warm Evening.”%

§

escribed as a ¢

O 4, Van Natter’s bli
Another w

b Ohio and M
the opp051te e ﬂoodwaters e n the

§ 1n June [1828],” wrote river sc &‘)hn

C

een 56° and 64°
diminishes his o cre )

ness in the Dec hypo is the fact that
pi rivers ran exceptionally 1 round that time,
“The river began to*ll

“remaine from August u he 1 ecember”—pre
time G, and Lincoln all dep 7 William Clark
at St. , recorded the 31pp1 ” consistently th
last ys of Decembe e tr tinued into the
M p1 has fallen e ni S reported the Ne Jeans Price
'
4 . Van Natter, LGtVaod, 5
36. Clark, “William Clark’s 2. Q
37. John W. Monette, “The Mg Floods,” in Pul;[z: of the Mississippi His-
torical Society 7, ed. Franklin L. Riley (Oxford, MS: M1551551 torical Society, 1903):
464.

38. Clark, “William Clark’s Diary,” 172.
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48 ” Lincoln in New Orleans
Current on January i 0% feet below hi ater mark, being
7% feet lower th i ear.” Two weeks it had “fallen [an-
other] six inche ow high water eing 8% feet lower
than at this ti quating to perha ree to five feet above
mean sea le ns, the current would have flowed around 1.5
to 2.2 mile ing at only 2.0 to iles per hour—gguohly
half the i yngtime high wategc‘:\r water in wintwuld

¢

1

dlrec ion to the Linco ; thel, show that Dece

December 1, 2008).

ing a couple o
mid- or late mber launch. Another exa
best-docume tlatboat voyage e era, of the Davy Crogkett. It
launched Posey County, * Orleans on Dece&r
that

dious, because it prone

cturing the hull
tons of lead to t

ell have cancell ns for a trip to |
e already executed thal trip the previous

ritten by reside William Morga

ing his flatboats ew Orleans one
mber. More signfficant is the afore
t contract of 1833:)&hes once worke

favorable conditi late

g.
heless, documenfgindicate that some ffatboats dl%
cer County in ber of other ye 1821,

ious, i to freezin , par— m
ter banks where flatboatmen could ge

t obstacles clo the surface: so wi
er that a snag ros achero
steamboat Col d sen

CXp d riv n

) rleans ess,

d de-

st@ye and may have

3
A
speaks of sm
v

ned it by the ti entered into the at contll. If Jones’ annual

usiness schedu mbled Gentry’s,ghen ]o$livery date for the

tlatboat may s ght on our issue t dat
ks to load and re for ghe trip, this equates

cember 1. Assu

omes from one

20,

ry and Lincoln sedly

834—t e day, six years
depart. der the wintertim othed’s.)None of these % ar any

uncommon. ¢
? /

aunches

New Orleans Price Curre amu:atr&1 and January 24, 1829, as Q d in Louisiana

40 U S. Army Corps of ¥ngine
the Carrollton Gage,” http: //w .usace.army.mil/en;

41. Daily National Intelligencer (Washington, D.C.), No
42. Jacquess, “Journals of the Davy Crockett,” 8—24.

r Veloc1tres at N

leans, LA. Related
/velo_no.asp (visited

r4,1828, c. F.



The 1828 Experlence

Lincoln himsel@JusE a @lords short of cla&g the departure

question. “When , still residing in n ;" he recollected

in 1860, “[I] m y] firstWip upon a flat-bo ew—Orleans N
His words rul depar predating his Feeuty 12, 1828, b1rthday
and postda e 182 er light. (Had he de-

day, but shed
parted in %mber t he have menti reaching his milestone
twentieO day wmn voyage?)
& ) ;erendipitously i

a spring 1828 lau wherm
¢ of Abraham Lm ertte

presrdentral c
iana boyhood an r ght )

e Lincolns contmued@e in Spencer cougtrl m

th1ng interrupting even tenor of Abra hfe, ~°
' hrs nineteenth ye@at—boat trip to Ne
s wrapped up t @(boat story with i ser poetry m
couple of voy vignettes, then plac r@ in Indiana.
\ tarted the next raph with the w afterward, on
ﬁrst of March , his father dete e once more . m
° r Ilhnms . Lrncoln edlted he raft the presidential candl-
O '~ date crossed out ord “Four” a e in J meaning that t
March 1, 183 ration date to post the flatboat tr1
b New Orleans o years.* This corré®ed ch ogy aligns neatly,
the spring 1éieparture hypo and ines the late-au
§ 1828 hypothesis, wh1ch Lrnc umab uld have roundeé off to
“Oneyea rward. . ..” BecausCWis pl¢vrdence position coln
Q person the role of clariffingthe ti of his flatboat tri pring
1828, i eighted heavily g tilis argl
reatly disappointi omas Lincoln’s at trip to
i aha oln’s two trips 1n§8 and 1831
i i i rleans today.

ocumerlalty evidence in N
specffically those of the CoMECtor of Levee
Q-‘ microfilm and iggthe New Orleans

ive only for 18@818—23, and for

43. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” June 1860, in Collected W ;62.
44. Howells, Life of Abraham Lincoln, 23.



50 Lincoln in New Orleans

certain wharves fr 1852.% When w. out those exist-
ing records, we &uary and early-Fg0fyary arrivals (boats
that would have ndlan month earlier) id-winter the sec-
ond-busiest {1 t seas those years. Ho , the busiest flatboat
season in rleans spring, when arrival rates roughly doubled.
This evide albeit xtual and nowh ear the year 1828 adds
some a sup the springtime thesis.

De e los e original flatb cords, we still ews-

paper reports of t formation. Per

Or/eans Argus. isted activity a rt of
type, origin or ation, and load.

listed by their off@jg, load, and loc
ns from April ough June 24,
generously spanning all possible®Gentry-Lincoln a

#sprinb hypothesis—u red more than 1
ans. The Argus, ﬁwhile, recorded
or January 15 thr

/
\ sur&f arrivals in the
for the Decemb nch
single flatboat ariQing to New Orlean tun t iti
us have been los early 1829, but, e eftry i
ey would general mic the Bee’s repo hee ely low water in

ivalent time win
: e river at that coupled with f&lg tegggeratures, probably ex-

'~

plains why wha arily would be t t flatboat seaso
b ¢ the year saw ze&atboat traffic. (

y

r

10—and ice maki
warned the mid-February; “Mississipp losed at the mo
Ohio; Tenne and Cumberla ers] 1 These data prove that
§ not only spring 1828 far 1829 in terms of&fgtboat
Q arrivals, hat mid-May 1 s we see shortly, ran s the
busiest oat period of the en ear, ide margin, wii mlary—
Febr 829 turned out eamo slowest.*’ 5

ngal databases of

'
&earches in all other Orlea archives, as well as in
istorical documents institu d in private handggfailed to uncover the
issing reports. ¢
46. “Ship News,” New Orlmns@ ruary 16, 1829, p. 3,4. 5

47. Analysis by author, based on New Orleans Bee, April e 24, 1828, and Janu-
ary 15-February 20, 1829. Note: the 1828 editions contain glgoping news only in French;
by early 1829, the column appeared in both French and

e most compellj ece\
spr1ngt1me h; esis may be found}i

o
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s £

Taking stock of bov \ ssion, we have Zgrimary documents
proving a parti depa date but ample nce in support of the
spring hyp try said so clearly, Wfid Absolom Roby and
John Rom1 curr ncoln himself le ind clues that byttress
the springgid®launc said or phrased phed nothing to

dict it. ous st s of contextual e ce lend addition
to a sprin epart s do the inviting river stages of s m
and t number of Be Argus flatboat 1i

try’s situation i ng their newbor

re rational than a , slow, and potent
m{int of tertiary evi , reported by t archer
after o
'\ to elivered in the mo December, also
a .
absence of flatb&@ggrrivals docum ip News” list-
s during the Ja —February 182 win which Gentry m
hypothesis citego Ehrmann and' atter, with all due res
to their imp contributions, may ave m ologically leane
ed n in terms of accu
time 1 departure hypoﬂs en]' onvincing prep ance of

rts the Decembe othesis, on the ot and, is®gstly c
sV.
Francis Marion Natter) workln ull ce
the l#gach, based on memories that post-date the Lincoln tri
Willi§lyones, the Gentry, ly associate who
. All other strand ecember—hy u
ss convincing cogapared to their cou
Ond Lincoln sho ¢ arrived, compared to the boom we saw in spring.
4 Nearly all footn incoln books an, cles t ort the Decem
p
heavily on t tury-old memo f fami cendents in t1m1n e
§ departure. Van Natter’s use of its m e ensured honestfon the
part of hifl Jifformants, but gua
Q Ba g all of the abo hrs er judges that t ring-
ev1d Assigning nume val weights to the us levels
of ce—a subjectiv n@s worthwhile exe suggests
t e springtime }’ sis is, colservatively speakjfiglat least four
ve times stronger th? the ertime scenario (see graphic, “When

828 Did Allen and am Lincoln D t by Flatboat for

ew Orleans?”).
We must now attempt to rétine exactly when ring 1828 Gentry
and Lincoln departed. March is too early: despit don’s support, this

&



52 Lincoln in New Orleans

1@, a demonstrabl all time window
r June, on the o hand, are too late.
by Anna Gentry’ r recollection of an

month has, as pre

in which to prowv ect.
This leaves Aprill &evide
April-to-June
gler trost on April 5-7 suddenly ended the “False

When wll? A
Spring” of Q , plun temperatures by degrees into t}ﬁe
a

ns
(F) “ac nied wj light Snow.” Pre bly the duo wo ve
waited q;t wi ast. By April 12 rnoon temperatu it the
80s F.*® Did they then? Anna Ge rops a clue in h rvi
wit@don:
ne EﬁAbe & myself w
hi n the [flat]boat S

m % going down. H
@/n: it Seems So. T
olution of the Ea
the sinking . . . The moons'sinking is only an appcdrance.*
¥ #Onl hung crescent mc%:ts in the eve'r‘l‘igr, one ree days
\ aft&e new moon. In 828, the new ccur April 14,

t ung crescents woullk have set in the t April 15—

mitting on the bank@he w

of. I Said to A t the
“Thats not so—it % really
th turns from w st anm

rries us under, a e: we d

200

ckport, Indiana,

nd Friday or Satu Apri r 19, 1828.

eveni
¢ @ Lacking any furgher clues and in li he ab@vidence, this
\ archer posits th en Gentry an am@ n poled out of

coWa few other quest befo%constructing the
age. First, wller§) exactly did Genggz and Li aunch? Anna G ,
# away; Allen and Abe gstarted

who waved goodbye as the men
from yonwxnding—Gentry% ing@ Y5 a mile from tl&ouse
Q due Souti8C 3% of a M belowc port:. W¥1 Other neighbo@itially

 /
48@, “William Clark et al, “The Winng 827-1828,”
95

terview, Anna Calhhi entry, by William H. Herndon, @mber 17, 1865,
rndon’s Informants, 132.

. U.S. Naval Obsw Astro Applications Dep

oon,” http://aa.usno.navy.mil/data onPhase.php (visi

r further information on this mWee Louis A. Warre

and Astronomy,” Lincoln Lore: Bulletin of the Lincoln Nation

ent, “Phases of the
ecember 1, 2008).
5" Lincoln, Miss Roby,
Foundation, no. 1349,

February 14, 1955.
51. Interview, Anna Caroline Gentry, by William H. @011’ September 17, 1865,

&
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The 1828 Experience 53

reported that the ‘St t@m Rockport,” en amended, “a
Short distance b &t e Gentry landi . 752 James Gentry
originally purc this h d-acre riverside from a man named
Daniel Grass i ter, he transferreénership to son Allen.

a convenient source & timber for Allen and

The woode*
Abe’s flatbags’® anding, intersect a small stream k-
few hundred feet nriver from the li ne

er’s Bra
cliff ( Roc ning Rockport i me, later became&vn as m
the Old Flatboat ing.** The local unity has embr i

cale: reported in the s that Louis Ge poi

pot where his fat Id him the Gen atboa
In was Gentry’s
Lincoln Went FI|

shape,

3
A
ns in this sm
v

corn, oats,
ope, tobacco,
piled and bot-

« .
n as “mixed car-

r Landing” and ined its signifi
#as we e collective memggaz of Rockport, Indiaga, in ever
V' and ) holds that this e spot.
at op,
r@ carried the standa®® potpourri of WgSitan pro
¢ , pork, beef, ven@son, livestock, fow:
\ rral
o d in organized ¢ Among boatmen, was
ered Lincoln “[hauled] some Ne bac% e River"—sm
ghbor recalled b
cargo prcﬁy comprised thN rerr@ricultural commokties of
iew, Nathaniel Grig las a €~cy Richardson, and ]b)mine, by

emonies, including reenactment®n 1958 and 200
nd, what was t cargo? Amateur
er, h
skey—sacked an eled and cage
IS o,” as opposed straight cargo” (shgle co dity) favored by large
~ professional fla enterprises. Info s inte ed in 1865 reme
b @ b & @ th
hog meat, i\gparation for the voyage.*
’. : pigs and corn®om the Lincolns@ng on feliearcher to posit iﬁat the
. Herndon, Septem , 186 ndon’s Informants, 118

in ate nineteenth ce e Griffing, Historical Atlas of Spefteryfounty, 61, and
% t, Historical Atlas of Spe Count{946-50.

. Affidavit, E. G try, Se r 5, 1936, Van Natter Papers. Locals once
lled the Rockport cliff e wa ngton;” today it @ply known as “the
uff.”

55. Ehrmann, Missing Chapter, 108.
56. Interview, Nathaniel Grigsby, Silas and Nancy Ric , and John Romine, by
William H. Herndon, September 14, 1865, in Herndon’s ants, 118.

&
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54 Lincoln in New Orleans

the region, “hogs ai@ml

1930s, cite “hogsZ typ
standard flatbo

entry family mem@Qigs, recorded in the
iana “summer cyffP as their ancestors’
er family story, ¢ ed by seventy-two-

year-old E. G 1936, claimed t tboat carried “pork,
corn in the e hay (was not a regglar hay boat), and kraut
in the barr re were no hoop or tobacco. ...” oln
himself he nature of pa@che cargo—load, amas
called,” i , “made it neces for [us] to linger rade

of th

than in New Or@proper? The afor; tione
ified that “the ca as destined for Q‘; r@
s and negro sla e corn and hay
e meat and pota or the slaves.”
“barrel pork” ( osed to bulk
emanded as a low-cos® high-energy foo
kers constantly rgguired a wide range gf Wester
their village-like ations, and exc@ the
hich ﬂatboatmnglce carried down
oats navigated
ssippi to New QMleans, touching at t tow heir way, and
ossible disposing q art of their mulg s caﬂThus Lincoln’s

gar coast clue m mean too much,

argo (by referen part of the cargo-lgad”). “lingering” along the
O coast, flatboats then proceed o ew s, where buyers
¢ the standard odities of cottol suga unded. We kno
certain that rgo belonged to the Gentry, , and by extensi
Allen Gentr raham was mer hlI'Cd earning a set w e
Thir d they travel at ni avigation could a 1rty
Q or more to daily progre lso perils, espec1a11y$n the
57. m E. Bartelt, “Ther U A, embermg Lincoln’s In outb (In-
dian : Indiana Historical
rmann, Missing Cha,
incoln, Autoblog ne 1860, in“Collected Works, 4:62. Q
. Affidavit, E. Grant Genlty, Sept er 5, 1936, Van Natter P;
. Jacquess, ¢ ]ourn Davy t,” 22.
62. William Newnham ne, Through the Um es and Canada Dur-
g the Years 1822-23, By An Eng z‘leman (London: , Cradock, and Joy,
1824), 102 (emphasis added). Q
63. Interview, Nathaniel Grigsby, by William H. Her eptember 12, 1865, in

Herndon’s Informants, 114.

4\”

along the of Louisiana.” might have bee natt\
ould have tra etter at the suga tati\

o
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\ Ge Lincoln flatboa traveled togeth
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The 1828 Experience 55

high, fast waters of &g th men would ha eded to be at the
ready with steeri 11 night, allowingtime for sleep. We
know for certai Iped: “[I] and a the owner,” wrote

Lincoln in 18 i er assistance, m e trip.”** Given that
rt pilot—this was (gentry’s second trip and
elves to tie up aggnioht.
unching pre-da d-
light whenever

Lincoln’s fi
Flatboa
ing afte

le.

tity of Sand Bar Stare us in theffacq
think it unsafe to run windy day$®r dark nights.” (% e
that her flatboatmen,gggeve Birch and JamegH. Cunni
a and Stephensp entucky, lashed heir v

with the

hun, of miles.
“lashing up” was monly practiced afe tr d compan-
ip, no other relighle source backs u ory. n himself, as

Ge veled “without

iously noted, s d twice that

y

generally floate e speed of a br alk or depending on ri

stage and thei igational trajectg~1thin annel. High sprj
time waters Qt a steeper gradient to the d flow rates of fi
T W

0 er assistance.”®®)
IS Fourth, at elocity did Geﬁnd incoln travel? Flatboats

six miles pe r or more. Whe iver r (late summer through
early wintgg, flow rates dropp Ifo irds the springtidigpace.
Evidencmes from various i Is. O tboatman, for e e, re-
ported £ogpring “ninety miles a:enty hours” near Na speed

eler in Novemb%cember

of 3. les per hour.*’ anli

incoln, “Autobiog Qm 1860, in“Collected Works, 4:62
. “William P. Dole: Wabast Valley srchant and Flatboatman, &4~ Donald F. Car-
n

ory 67,

ony, Indiana Magazi ecember 1971): 3
66. Van Natter, Lincoln’s Boyhoo inédln, “Autobiograp e 1860, in Collected
orks, 4:62; Howells, Life of Abra. coln, 22.

67. Diary of Micajah Adolphus Clark, as transcribed in at Voyage to New Or-
leans Told Of In a Diary Kept in 1848,” Times-Democrat, Orleans), July 9, 1905,
part 3, p. 13, c. 5.

&




56 Lincoln in New Orleans

1828 reported thatg curre rings ﬂatboats] at a rate of four

miles an hour.”® an influential w river guide book
published from eported that a P tlatboat launched
around Rockp ndia ok about four o days to float down
the Ohio, fi ed by to four weeks down,the Mississippi to New

Orleans, a e tota pproximately 1, 1les This equat 40
miles p hree r miles per hour ndlng on day le@
52 mile ay (fc five miles per h Pinpointing flat

can be deceptive: xpedition floate the Ohio/Missj

(1,023 miles) i weeks, represen
nec iles per day. Care ading of the jo
i pal nighttime trav, en the total h
er normal 3.5 er hour.®” River
aximized by ho the centerline

e tha he deepest trenm the channel,
side when the river meandered), ®way from the fric
bank s, the skill of th ilot, as well as the flgtboat’s de
' fect eling speed. §
reviously ment1 1828 water level d ex nally high
ift for the M1ss1s 1 River—and by, n51on hio, which

nts for the lion’ r volume. A
\ rt field from St.

of the
Iso af-

cisville, Louisi tated that

pr11 may we not yet it thi ing as high as it
. when . at least feet higher than

i .. ?Two crevass alrea en made at Point
A e....0 ‘
Q This 1 oughly equates i w)dem day mea rm'lts, to
6.0 e

surfac cities averagmg r hour, and pe t6.7 to

. Frances Milton Trollo

Dom %%mners of the AmerzmnsQw York: Dodd,

ead, & Company, 18 6 original), 1:22.

69. I estimated 297 hours*of dayti ighttime travel 0@23 miles, based on

e journals of Theodore Armltagwgoatmg on the Wabggh iary of 1847, Indi-
ana Magazine of History 9, no. 4 (December 1913): 273-275.

70. As reported in the Daily National Journal (Washi .C.), April 12, 1828,

Issue 1373, column A.

&
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river is now from 2 to 4 in h igher at this
es within the m f ma As the river
, and as the hlgh is rar r earlier that
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7.9 miles per hour casionally strong winds would re-
duce this speed at we may reason@assume a5.5-mile-
per-hour ﬂatbo i ario. These velocity
data, which de n-day Army Cor Engineers formulae,
corroborate 1oneer ork of John W. Manette, whose circa-1850
study Tbe mppz s described scien * i

ly the river systggngin a
way ney; ne pre\my Monette clearl uld have concurrﬁith
the abo mate: #

i, during the flo
often covered wit

esents a deep, w

ftwood and ﬂowz he w

as a flood year? eed it did; M escri
greatest flood, e highest wate n in ower
ithin the last fifty years.””®{ hus we settle on r-hour
r the Gentry-Li tlatboat. If we ggsume twe urs of
trav day (daylight in ﬁ;mn and season thlrt ourteen
inus time for la ng, docking, pro R and stops), we

mte progress at aroutid 66 miles per day

o Gentry’s Landivﬁ mockport lymg between river Ies 857 and 858

¢
3

as enumerated fi ittsburgh, mark ile z Allen Gentry a
Abraham Linc they poled thgi boat i e gray Ohio Ri
dawn, aroun ay or Saturday, 1 18- 828.7 They lau
carefully int Ohio’s tricky ‘giftles” , something that i~

coln would later describe as a fors

ful navigation.”&thin

71. rmy Corps of Engi - Riv ties at New Orlea . Related
ollton Gage,” http: // u? y.mil/eng/edhd/vel sp (visited
1,2008).

onette, “Mississippi g0 ,” 7:4 hasis added).
id., 444. B Q
. Hrstorlcal river mrleag casurefents range widely, depen on the source,
chnique, year, and ri trons ive river engineering.and rechannelization
e sea. The mlleage follow are based on

75. Lincoln once told a group of Sunday school children, only assurance of suc-
cessful navigation of certain ‘riffles’ depended upon the n which [the flatboat]
was started. . . . So it is with you young folks.” “As In one By,” Chicago Daily,

&

Q

%s since markedly rcduce
ose in Zadok Cramer’s 1818 gui Navigator (Pittsbur, ﬁ amer and Spear).
i

junction of the m \\m

3
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hours, he expande
never seen befor
their left. Gentr
to his friend.
vegetation,
looked bea
ofa VlS 0 st
pr1rna est [
by fre uent settle
the ri edg

por then

pers n@)graphy, laying n terrain he had
fr &th lay to their rigffifathe slave South to
obably took prid ointing features out
# blast two weeks er had killed nascent
were now rejuvenaglg with new life, and it
scape into which floated pleased ghe eye
e same route a fe nths earlier; she its
g] in solemn gr r from the cliffs
[interspersed wi erds and ﬂocks
rpendicular rocKs retty dwelhngs
“wild intervals st, 1nterrupted
g its silver tribu e stream. . . ,
ting Ohio Rive ey a scenic delig
called it.”
y below the be
uld trap a loaded flatboat b

Expe d boatmen watc
ter tended to mask
long with large t

s, and distinctive

Islands with s

d the capacity o
for them assiduo ly
relocate obstacle
, major conﬂuen
ctures, 1slands

OttOrn
O me
cven
€ SO
omi

rons
ree it.
h wa-
1m1nate
pographic
arkers and

cs of trip progreg. Those ﬂatboat e ft d diaries and
\ nals make this a antly clear.”’
° Gentry and Li would have sp ﬁ pediment about
IS Owo hours after : inundated tre n san slands along a slack-
O water shore. Aff ssing dlstmctlve —t1n nks (site of a no

th mile of their
ettled most Wer

th-century fron!
ared every few mlles So

abandoned eig
ney), islands

with dense ws; one stood o its ¢ of mistletoe. They then
§ came upoggd curious earthen an Indian moun e of
Q many in @oodplain—kno ocally nch Camp for a trad-
ing ho om colonial time omewa in this V1c1n1ty n tied

up t oat for their fir ht’s 1(

evening afforde Jot down

rst n1ty for Abrah
W)erlences Unfort ety for did not; indeed, 6 tion prob-
%bruary 13, 1895, p. 5. ’ m
76. Trollope, Domestic Manners,

77. See, for example, the 1839 diary of flatboatman Wllh@Ward THNOC, Ac-

cession Number 2009.0139.
78. The Navigator (1818), 114-115. m
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] the largest tri
eir third day.
Q t of Indiana and
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ably never crossed e diary-keeping , Lincoln even at
the height of his ns never felt ¢ table with autobi-
ography. He wr i imself only whe sed, and even then,

veiled persona using terse synta referring to himself

in the third o journals Whatsoevs of either of his trips to
New Orlea

illages Abraham a llen encountered
the 80t i , occupied an ar own as Red Banks™®vans-

y supplied, 2 lon acco warechousesg@ypost of;
’ an invento, t could descri m
communities. A e navigation ha
t: Diamond Islan ™ mile), “large 200

reat and formldwvers so sudde
is the current here, and so broa®that you scarcel

for t 0.”” That descr , written in 1

OW
remmds

app vious in a map presents a far onfusj
gotiated from a g
coln and Gentry d have come up e mo the Wabash

ary so far in thei 11e y, after dawn
abash/Ohio d their passage
Illinois, prov1d1n hlS first views
one day proud h as its greatest citizen.

er appeared a f ha (Shawnee) Natj

American co ity, its populat1 few red (including

free blacks) tly flooded out by the re reaking spring

Had they stopPed at a low-wat e, the ght have discovered, as
did anot isitor, that “[a]rr as well as the bo &c .
of these 1mle, are frequentl d in ighbourhood.”® men
might ave learned of the ent-owned sal which
empl ocals and drew at t he aptly named e River

join, e Ohio shortly d

ver
a the most promi pographic
& ark since Rock hE!ndred -foot-high cliff ded nearly a

t79 Tbid., 116-117. ?

80. Max1m1han Prince of Wied, Travels in the Interior o Amerz'm, reprinted in
Early Western Travels, 1748-1846, ed. Reuben Gold Thwgg Cleveland, OH: A. H.
Clark, 1905), 22:200-201.

&

e of the Ohio, erson on the Ke (\
erson compris 0 houses of bric W(\



Calcareous petrifactions, or rather impressions
# bnts and leaves], a&y numerous, [as a
Vi ‘s pondered the org and significanc i ck’s ancient
as. They also plted the hawks th d on the red
ars atop the bluff
Q The frequenci @nd bars, shoals, sn

60 Lincoln in New Orleans

half-mile, set amon@t’c oie @atman describe some of the most

stupendious [sic] in 81 The feature al rked a “dangerous
and conspicuou d] ba&d often sent rock: ling treacherously
into the river.® y Rock appeared her noted landmark,
dubbed Ca =Rock er travelers. “A moststupendous, curious and
solid work @1 ure, ouse of Natur e to be as watergacved

out the q hun oot-high limestom. The resultin

afforde er to rs for generatio any of whom exp, nted m
with its echo-ch acoustics and ¢ their identities j ts s&
rock s. Lon ated with bandfts@nd adventurers,
also aWracted tention of natur including a Ger noble
whaavisited in S §3. “The rocky w which this We@n opem

is ted,” Maximilian, Prgise of Wied, ¢

med with regular, n
estone, and is cro

nimal remains. . . .

“planters,” logs,
nd channel-spl islands, with nagges like Jlurricane Bar and The
Three Sisters, i sed around their mile e, near the mo

of the Cumbe‘i River, was ideﬁ : re Aaron Burr ca

on his flight \g[exico in 1806-7. Another, 209" mile, gave

and Abrahant®eir first view of iana ypress. This distinctive
Southern ggramp tree, a decid nif yellow-green sp&cime

needles, d increasingly dggmnate b pes as the men Wessed
downrq U
» O LS &
quess, “Journals of &

S

t y Cr 9.
he Navigator (18180 4L9:
. Maximilian, Travels in_the Inte of North America, in Ea estern Travels,
2:200-201.

84. The terms “snags,” “sawyers,” “plnters” described “gtrees, washed from

e shore, which drift down till th r branches . . . fastegyitic the mud and become
as firm as when standing in the forest. Should a boat be so unate as to strike one
of these, it would in all probability prove fatal.” Tilly Buttggk JI', “Voyages, Travels and

Discoveries” (1831), in Early Western Travels, 8:59.

&



evard d of their fourt , April 21 or 2@ .
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‘9

Near the Ohio’ ﬂue the Tennessee rokee) River was
Dickey’s Elbow, ind tboatmen of theegers of their trade.
Here in Februa 1, fiv boats that tied the slack waters of
a bankside “el (nat lip) froze in placflafid had to be rescued.
The conflu $0 sp sandy obstacles and current shifts, the latter

exacerbate accoun wift-flowing hig er. Years later, Wa—

tion wo ess t e of the city of PadWgah, Kentucky. Mi
high ba ello
hosted the Frenc

surrounded by ant water and sw;
nial Fort De I’ sion, founded i
merichns repl
pr1 s left i

have gecognized the environs an recommended ty1

Reas ilot would not

dar lhng Just ahea,
)

rbulent, and dou

only 230 mlles upstream, had gained
issouri River. oln and Gentry 1le

ir flatboat dash o the Mississi Qamed from the

nmapped Roc s now heading straiglit south ew Orleans and

. T
ith Fort Mas 1794, but chan 'lit§

3
N
g
v

he sea. Years lat ncoln would ma ‘I do ow anything whi
has much more r [than] the Mjs pi.se

Exhilarat ould have sw1f ion, because the r
differing wa els scrambled t dro npredictable ways,c—
ticularly during high-water co cws [ urrent naturally ghrows
you over rds the Willow k warned boatm

en the Ohio is the est, r oat is taken ha
oss the MISSISSIP henig ter is master, yo
ve to row pretty h to e Mlss1551pp1 s] C y
the Ohio, in such bei d up for several rn1 ..
'

Tbe Nawvigator (1 —126
86. Lincoln allegedly made th o English war co ndent William H.
ussell weeks before the Civil Wa out. Russell would 1 lish his experiences

in secessionist New Orleans and throughout the South duri early years of the con-
flict. As quoted in Don E. Fehrenbacher and Virginia Fe her, Recollected Words of
Abraham Lincoln (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Pres 6), 388.

&
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9

[Whirls, o Is or b .. are so large an ng that a
boat is thr, alf 1t in passing over t and some-
times sho pidly them . .. thatit tak ong rowing

to get P@der WZ@

Heavy, load#Wing fl s handled the cyrredits better than light ves-

sels bearipolpsenge 1 watercraft nee stout, strong, ac nd
experiey ar@ other [at] the st , for in this dep
much th&@iffety of, oat and cargo.” L m
the stigngth for task, while Ge
ghd ough union of two o

1thou ent.’” The “clear Q@ transparent” wat
“r, n[ed] ated and distinc uctant to unit

the “thick and d” waters of the,
. aff’r t@o or three miles in currents in
d Ge nd Lincoln four@emselves in a
and curvaceous riverine environment. Surely they breat
rehef heir flatboat, b ith their own han

§

cathed Once t igational excite
ion might have st Abraham: he wa
slave South.

\ head lay the m eg of the two-1
'~

action, awaited

o 111ty, punctuated ccasional mom

em To pass ﬂatboatmen often songs of the “commin
O people,” includi lk tune “Barb len, slike “AmIaS

ider of Chr1st “what is calledy 1 son love songs [w
b words one] ca repeat ? A cousti¥recoll that Lincoln enj

“any thmg t as Lively,” b €r wou g any Religious S

§ it apered to hat it Did Nots u1te] 7 A neighbor gecalled
“He was s quoting Poetry “lo kespear 8 &

Q d flatter than hio Vglley, the MlSSlSSlppl y al-

lowed iver to wend mor that the journ ad mea-

0 miles by wate &y land.”*® Rooki oatmen

illiam Newton Mercer,¥ From Iquisville to New Orleans mgéz Diary of Wil-

iam Newton Mercer,” in Ad is and John C. L. reassen, 7he Journal
Southern History 2, no. 3 (f{ugu 8. Q
89. Letter, Nathaniel Grigsby,w' 21, 1866; letter, F. Hanks, April 2,
1866; and interview, Caleb Carman, October 12, 1866, all w%ﬂham H. Herndon, in

Herndon’s Informants, 168, 242, and 374.
90. The Navigator (1818), 128.

\m@
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l@hen the sun hit $1 the face, side,

laughed in impatie

and back within as yawning mea added five to ten
extra river miles t southward pro Y Why not cut off these
meanders and e?, an inquisitive d might have asked.
That the r1~ i ceptional level is evadenced by a Louisianan
who was u ame journey at t me time as Genggwand

e Ohio and Missi i both [flowed] v igh

L1ncol
”91

Smu051t ore comphcated iver currents, more
and ds, mo s jams, and slo oving traffic.
ravele these hazards dmonitions like

to ar the I anks, there bei ddy near the s der th
prett to the right han t just above the fthei ;)
on t most dangerous in low water b the nd
"The guide also ime to point o ric site ely
forts and frontier posts, as as the local curi s that gigyersally
appe ravelers. One isl for example, wasghome to a ames
' e only man I ev ew who seemed ea p being]
ap sed gambler.” H raised hogs, catt the island

a pt tlatboatmen supgied with meat, bu

$ he 321 mile of@he journey, and t on the sissippi, pre-

Qed a geological of interest pro issegentry and Lin-
° oln on account of ater. Here, a banK"@ddenl ped off by three
IS 0 four feet, the upon it tllted in anne$ ‘clearly evince the
O ~ concussions of arth” occasione he in us December 1
¢ New Madrid quake. Everyon membered or h
stories about tectonic aberration; Lincolpgown cousin referre
: as “the Shakl of Earth” and r ered a milestone in hjs lite.”

By the ti entry and Linc ted enteen years late e vi-
Q sual vesti f the earthquak Cured but the s 1ved
on. Sh downrlver was N adrl er, a favorite t spot
for f1
asaw Bluffs risj th iver mile below io/Mis-
31 1 confluence, fo; serie pographlc landm eminiscent
4 . New Orleans Bee,v 1828, 2.
92. The Navigator (1818), 155 7 1
93. Dennis F. Hanks, to Willi Herndon, March 741586, in Herndon’s Infor-
mants, 227.

94. See Timothy Flint’s colorful 1816 description of flat]
Madrid, in “Appendix A: Western River Commerce in t
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of the Ohio River t@ee lay to the ea e Arkansas Ter-
ritory to the wes o marked navig treacheries with
names like Devij d and Devil’s El he fourth bluff, a
long high one i ocated south of t olf River confluence,
hosted For ed a decade earlier by “what is called the Aa/f
breed . ites and Indians e of men too indgfent to
do any ither for themselwgscociety,”% the fo uld
soon a of Memphis. A time Gentry an coln

nnessee city co roughly a few d. stor

rom Memphis, pographic refe disap, d

us, as the ancie\@ﬂtal of Egypt cymc
rside landing vﬁ ave been 1nund thlS t1

. Eastward benea e rising sun w; w11d
he Mississippi 4Z00 rivers (th lled 1pp1
Natlve American territory®it the time); west nde settlng

equally wild Ar sas delta country. fompared Ohio
ey and its bucoh t-top towns angﬂes, “ nly scen-
ng this lonely str of the Mississippi —forest—
except where the receded to for d bar

ng growth of cafe-brake” arose.’ , h r, one curious
ption hundred- oess (wind-blo, at suddenly ap-
river, unlike mos he to phy of the lower

anketed with h ood ts, the ridgeline rose
ten river m1les thes comprlse St. Fr

ery
«

and d1581pated

cis National F near Helena, Ar
Mile 659 ejourney (395" o the , April 27-28) br@t
tribu-

&

’. Gentry and oln to their f1rs unter a major Wester
§ tary, the rado born Arka iver rs, peltries, buffa bes,
Q &ec., in ¢ nge for goods, :&y &ﬁn passed throu re, in
ia flatboats. Had at the conflu would
eraction to dat@ the far
issouri, the Ar changed
ction of sedimen water vol-

i 2 atter topography, ore jungle-
495. Tbid., 162-165. Q m

96. J. Orin Oliphant, ed., Through the South and West u@remmb Ewvarts in 1826
(Lewisburg: Bucknell University Press, 1956), 120.
97. Trollope, Domestic Manners, 1:44—45. m

&

<

abins with one‘h§ifidred or so reside t\
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So too did extrao lligators or croc

high up as the The Navigator.
The duo n

ney, roughl n the friendly confi

and their e

were
primiti
for steamboats or,

here
at it

d New Orleans‘i

,” it
eand

A febrs later, unbekn to them, Gent

'\ Lo aters. The MisSWyippi by this time
inarily high andw§t, the river woul
during the remainder of their journey.

ow on.””8

ogales and by

O 5915 down the
b and others fro

well-situate

Anglos as Walnyidills (

ssippi, around 4 -Ma
New Jersey regio&ttled
of Vicksburg co nded t

y. sissippi. Concervably it create aﬁrlg me
: coln coul w thirty-five yea er, e fate of the nati

litary action un is co here. Vicksbur

p1 s rugged eas;hnk

call ct sections: a resﬁ?al district
andm der the hill” T i

in part
like m

hers, lay partiall

quent settlement

«
hill” and a rivi
a domesticated wo f famglies, gardens stores, a urches
Q) ded by farms tatio e latter was inv ably commercial,

98. The Navigator (1818), 130-1 ;;4 Trollope, Domest

99. This is based on a weather report in the New Orlea
the New Orleans Argus, May 19, 1828, p. 2, c. 5.

alon anks, who mad¢a $ving by supplym

i . Among the fe 1
‘g iftwood collectors Higing with their fa
) explained

Nat
ned unresolved @Nhether the tree
r e or pub source. LOlllSl st the United

ed, but its ‘ cypr es [are] worth t

@s have been se

65

e of penetration ﬁe Deep South.

€n as

st-populated and{villlest part of their jour-

s of their Indiana home

zens of this wil

y cea

lightl

about

ion
in

ﬁes ol

and Li ntered

e sce mained un-

L mile of the jou

3
sing; still ~
cight év
v

e Mississippi

nguished unt11 tly after the Y ver j
m the east, at w oint a series of h1llﬁlunging ravines
o q!ew close to th Atop sat the community kno y the Spanish as
? /

rne
ntil the Vick fan#

in 1820. By 182W
ty perch over the

image upon whi

erw; t he spring of 1

Lin-
sted

ding,

usu-

er consist-

Qnem, 1:28.
Current, as repor

&

sur-

ted in



&

rough, and raffish
«

men “on the ma

“lower town” w
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i@ld of town, domi by competitive

@ work
sq ing to river co e. Connecting the

oads to the side of t pendicular cliffs of
earth, commu i e slave trade played
out most vi ngs, as its shackled wctims were marched on
those roads ad of cattle. On eler in this era regosted,
“In all assed [along the #s.issippi River] th ere
Interactionsfiegveen flatboatmen laves

ging from curioyf sfares, to uncomfor em}\

nce. One flatboat inl
anter for allege ling whiskey to Qs aves;
t the boatman hj 102 Landings a&\ ibited

le, the roar of hery,” gamblin king -
ath, “profligacy, sinations, and a &of ini 7103

their voyage, G and Lincoln e exp 0 an

increasingly humanized riverfrof, with higher po 1on 1 arger
#num f slaves, frequent ings, more visiblgdisplays og;ch and
'~ , extensive plant&griculture, an&creas’ ubtropi-
cal ience. With the \grness of the inlan a behg im, Abra-

incoln was now erié®ing the heart of lave S for the first

ﬁn‘ment of Literature 11 (
Q 1. James D. Davi v

in his life. He wi

essed it from a riv g per ive, and most
laves in transi thefl1el

at were not inundaged bustlgd with men loading last

trom the gred®iumber of eddies hirlp@¢ls which are alwayi found

here.”1%* flatboatman de Ro nd its topographi few
years aft coln’s voyages: ° 0
@s is a small but arishi . There is a sp@
oseph Holt Ingraha ots a es—No. I; Or, Sket Scenes and
In s in the West,” 7% es’ Companion, A Monthly Magazi bracing Every
illiam W. Snowden, 1839)%57.
ugh the South in 1836: Diary of James D.
avidson,” ed. Herbert A. I&Ff Southern History . 3 (August 1935):
9.
102. “New Orleans, July 19,” New-York Morning Herald, 13, 1830, p. 2.

103. Ingraham, “Dots and Lines,” 40.
104. Mercer, “Louisville to New Orleans in 1816,” 4010

&

v

3
N
g
v

~ season’s ginned aled cotton ont@v Orl&bound steamboafs:
b ¢ Upcountry fla s docked at thesé’ ~1—port o—rplaces such as
rington, Gragulf, and Rodney (“Petit Gulfg) %he latter two “so
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Church just@v town 1lt of brick . . . Varys .. with
pews in t st st then walked on t of the hill
that is atmck (&n. It is at least 150 igher than
the to re yoWet a beautiful Viewee place and of
the 4 ic] 10
g....of
All those Lp tow. plantations gen, substantial den@for

upcoun duce. oatmen accordi inquired about for
ch stop, and woul t turn down a @ deal

their co dities
if offeged. Oftentifiggthey sold items pj eal: a smoked h bus

of f&few c (“On almost a ms, Chickens aremﬂeso

thi take at boat,” lament e rueful boat hagy §T'hey
of them. .. )!

ed to flatboatmegtt

ng opportunitj of
ne elder many ter,

gm sickl was glad to get
n acti elow Vicksburg

é pemr eyes for serious

d her of money. Recal

# b(ween the years 1 nd 1830 it was a cgmmon thi

Y e, moored at the bﬁ Rodney between ty and

\ ‘large flatboats, h loaded with wesﬁoduc e

were bound to N tleans, while als dling

ro-
¢ duce along the giver, while often theen argoeé sold
\ ¢ at Rodney.!” ‘

Qinerant retaili 0 docked flatboats a long tiistory throughout
O '~ he riverine We%xicularly the low jssissifipis Many flatboats we
nearly as com s as the storesi)ﬁn Str erchants, and so,
b @ were almost as stocked. Low or n&%ent ke enses down, an

sources of s and demand c;&e explog@g, with a little polin

ad dubifyls reputations—“ghi

,. floating. Some" flatboat merch icken
: thieves,” were called, on a~ of icion that they s

e

rom
one plant@®n and sold to t t—while Uthers operated a

and préi#fshionally as town s epers.
iie professional fla en lients in New O
choi t to beeline to ig- nts, amateur or

Y /
. Jacquess, “Journals of ti¢ Davy (gckett,” 18.
6.1bid., 12, 14-15¢ 20. Fo evidence of en rout ding, see also “Wil-
iam P. Dole,” 335-363. w
107. “In Flatboat and KeelboatQ Daily Picayune, M , 1896, p. 14, section
f, c. 6-7.
t t
7

tably

Y6

had no

culative ex-

O,

108. Lewis E. Atherton, “Itinerant Merchandising in e-Bellum South,” Bu/-
letin of the Business Historical Society 19, no. 2 (April 1945)

&

3
N
g
v



68 Lincoln in New Orleans

Some “worked t ver” in methodi-

cal steps—loose nstream, pole i op anchor, tie-up,
haggle, sell, loo edly, from plant, to village and on-
ward. One fla “some eight tripsflo¥n the Mississippi . . .
selling pro s from Mempbhis to [New Orleans”™® Trading
before reac ns offered certai ntages. It put h ash
in pock ird in the hand . “SW9lt could also dra lly
shorten itj aving time and ses while minimj risk. m
uld also yield lo ices and weaker A
aited chance e the elephant” a rtak
ghts.''! Some flat en got the best th wo
ry produce en r e-filling the vagcatW@¥deck s
ered firewood o hern commoditi ch as n
proceeding to se m in New Orle

usements coul ound along th
those_of liquor, laugh, and lass®Ninety-one-year-

i and olely
ohn atkins

d one operation Gentry and Linggln may w ve laid
not experiencecﬁle of the featur&he flg system,”

Watkins,
was that a certain boat was tastily fit dwlith a ; with

¢ scenery and wi&her appointments atri itions.

This ﬂoatinmatre was tied up fo
1 ar 1826 to

the Rod ng during the seasons trom the

o
b the riv amlet, ‘Othello,"&ard II]&e melodrama—

v they @ted at nothing.'? °
4

§ This remagkable flatboat thea orme, the accomplishegiChap-

man fam father, mother, chald®n, an dchildren,” illus that

Q Wester”ver trade constitut ecm@ in-and-of itsel a host
'~

char on of professional veglus amateur flat-

Rive merce in the Early 18
le,” 336 (emphasis added).

10 historian Michael
,in “Appendix A: W]
s cited in “Willi

. The nineteenth-century¥expressi@@y, “to see the elephant,” prodably traces to the

aveling carnivals of which eld out their mos ular exhibit, a live
ephant, as a sort of event climax., pilssion came to mea g everything there
as to see, to witness the utmost. ve the phrase darkeg ifiplications: “seeing the

elephant” meant experiencing combat first-hand. q
112. “In Flatboat and Keelboat Times,” Daily Pitayune,m 19, 1896, p. 14, section

bo

f, c. 6-7.

&

'~ the year nd the company g rfor s which were
highly d by the count f the y, and along ¢
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of food vendors, su@s, a , entertainers, in ers prostitutes,

and others eager om the cash- carrym rman’s every need
and desire. It al y hav sented Lincoln wifi®iis first fleeting en-
counter with t 1, a di n he would com herish until his very

@w closer to the of high culture ey
ned queen of the M§ssissippi bluff citi at-

d May 2-3, two fledts after departure iles

695 miles dowgltht Mississippi. Es ed\

the same man {B¥nville) who foun ew \

, Natchez rose byfF@®arly nineteenth ry to @

portant and we st enclaves in the Walithwes

a ma n1f1cent new l1ghthouse Sunted atop light-Cfed ea cliffs
“clot ith clouds of foligga” set among the spiges and rooQ‘on the
'~ 200 high hill. Their , however, awaém at nding—

z Under the Hil it has long been ¢ wh cordmg to

¢

hic

ort a

1830s observer,

¢ several hundr&tboats lined the 1
two thirds mmle with art1cles
ed with goods and customers, and the throng

o D
O ? / was as d&& that in the busw&cton o?Orleans 113

ed for
ort, the

Natchez Unde Hill ranked b1gg~us1er rowdier than all o

E bluff-countr 1ngs American flatboatm ned themselves s
’. a reputation h as early as the 17 at Sp
hibited t from climbing t an

Governor Gaygso pro-

yng the town pro hat

prohibiti ded with Ameri atlon, he flatboatmen’s mtation
did nogf #bsequent decades he e nce of a verita stry of
ous taverns, dan s, grog

catering to flat& en—"“the

ing to one w1tn High wa-

vice e riverside sand
shopmardmg houses,
mwnfamous place
Q}& Ingraham, “DOYmes, * lighthouse, com‘fw a year before Lin-
In’s visit, was described by the ie/ and reported i American Advocate
allowell, ME), June 20, 1828, W
114. As quoted by Michael Allen, Western Rivermen, 1 76@] Obhio and Mississippi

River Boatmen and the Myth of the Alligator Horse (Baton R ouisiana State Univer-
sity Press, 1990), 129-130. w

&



ams, a military st dating to colo
s@ent, marked rou the thousandt e sinc
g? . A few miles 1fter they passed th
otra

70 Lincoln in New Orleans

ter flooded much o@ler ih@l’s honky-tonks ¢ time of Gentry

and Lincoln’s vis no ch that the men not tie up for the
night. Natchez ajor stopover fo oat traffic, and it
is reasonable t entry and Linccb)ok advantage of the
protection current afforded by the half-moon-shaped
harbor. Gi ature—this wou ve been the lar nd
most fa visited to date—; atmen often clirﬁhe

eing, leaving beg one crewmembe,

7

atche
city Li

hill an

er postulates t

i

nt of 300-mile journgf-Febble-bottomed ries s

atherine’s Creek and the Homé&®nitto River interc their

ississippi side to gle east, while bottomgland fores
otton plantation @nated the flat 'I_§na si

mes

age on
he oc-
e west.
w a small

r Rockport

s 31 lel, a former

ow demarcate issm Louisiana state

tirely in Louisian ig st of that invis-

dy water borne igsthe Ro ountains of Mexico

flowed in from atch;$s plantation regiolt®
This was the River, the last 1%“ ribut%rom the western

of the valleyft&join the Mississippi. Its wa so flowed “very

and rising,” ali® within a few we ould the town of Aleian ria

in central Jeouisiana."'® When ion d navigating thr the
Red Riv famous logjams gigpping t serving the fertid@atchi-
toches r cane region (one e oldeft ifythe state and i for its

brut d of bondage) ontd.

me would catch si th most end of lo ouisiana’s
4 1le-long system o mad s, lining the Missi i wherever

& or terraces did A
N, . o

116. “Marine Register,” New Orleans Argus, May 29, 182 , c. 5. For more on the

115. Jacquess, “Journals of the ockett,” 20-21.
serious flooding of Alexandria, see Louisiana Courier, ]unmg& p-3,c. 1.

117. “Mississippi Levees: Memorial of Citizens of the of Louisiana, in Favor of

&

rd the flatboat D, ockett a few yea r to\
’s hi w& the hanging of ck ?
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Immediately b the iver lay a conf and potentially
dangerous fork. ou keep pretty clco the left [eastern]
shore from Red ]

to this current, WthlnS out on the

rapidity. This is the st large body of
e Mississippi, a by a regular and

channel) of the 1 Mi

ork, the men’s amlon Wi
an “astonishin ¢e” of trees, br and d
y g ) ;

Mississippi by tchafalaya’s curr%o dered

h
d
logjam—at the 1788 mile of the trig 788™ on is-
: sippi,@ed May 3-4—t ttle and horseriven m.”m
h 1682

the east prong o

e eighty-mile-long Red River*Raft wreaked hyd ical h on the
gy under norm ditions, let alonggduring hi

estimate, “the erﬁus quantity of b trun rees, &c

] gained at least ile per annum;” back]:

he land for many s, making “ala what efore a prai-

¢ ie “The forests too . . fare often killed by ﬂﬂo ter, and after
o\ @ding for a few with their roo, er@e trees become

Qotten and fall,” th rsening the blockag®'’ The"®jam also frustrat-

mind, the situ cried out for inte~tion.
Navigati terests on the Migsissippi w ditionally frustrat

’. the circuitous’&ld River meande ch len ed travel time by hours.
Riverme ed someday to 4Wgig thi

is excavating the lled

Great C ff across a swa ve-m ck that separatege two
yawni anders (as occurre@iturall 722 at nearby ver).120
Over, ext decade, the iver f would be exca% and the
Red r logjam would are internal improvefients tremen-

d(w aided river inte;a d ecotidigic development, b instigated

at!onalizing the leve Missisﬁ?ver,” U.S. House epresentatives, Mis.
oc. No. 41, January 13, 1873, in re H.R. 3419, p. 8.
118. The Navigator (1818), 192.
119. “The Raft of Red River,” Baltimore Gazette and Daily@iser, October 17, 1828,
p- 2.
120. The Navigator (Pittsburgh: Cramer, Spear and Ei , 1814), 218.

&

aya River, the fi grib\m

rs d economic int in the Acadian (gaiun) a ed River regions, b
O Q~ limiting direct ational access Y ints sou a problem—solvé
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a sequence of hydr @s that would seri$hreaten south-

eastern Louisian ns a century lateQ
The busy li u Sara, named fc of the last signifi-
he Mississippi, foé another “under-the-

cant tributarie
st-bank bluffs belows Vicksburg. Bayou Sara’s

hill” landin
higherinla tually a separate , St. Francisville, kmown
the prosperity of urrounding Westiglici-

for its s
ana cot

by 18

dominated over co-A
was the case mat wesrm
gion, which refc)xted G ’s
extensive, cent Fran ne

n in Louisiana. hysical, cultur agrar nd-

scape changed along with the etiffiic makeup, as 7 m’gatQ ained

#in 1

/

\ ‘ ere commences t ankment or Leve e righ t-
ern] side of the ri

d continues down ew Orle

it is here where ihe beauty of the Mississ nd th

prospect of th@yguntry open to view.
and from B ouge on the le ow city of
o Orleans, am appearance of one continued vi of hand-

b ground;@Qys well painted anci ~y surr ed with orange °
y
4

trees se fragrance add much delight scenery.'!
§ Another observer described t h Logésiatia sugar manors g “large
square e s with double pi and nded by orange ther

ces [and] the ext bricmcriene’ or sugar h This
t differed from bunpr’t g cottages [wit humble

in”” of the Anglo-Sgsiisia n landscape on t tern side
er. That latter nm%red out at Port n—last of
it’s Island, the p imate of the

y atolls. The topogratny to ta east now tapered off Tfom bluffs with

ces, drained b very last tribu-
n Rouge Bayou. this stream sat

121. Ibid., 221. m
&
Q

undulating regi d changed from h to m
British dependent to Agaetican hands withi yea\

rn Louisiana in ngl\

q some an y built . . . frame byiidings of@ge story high . . .
~ stand[i siderably elevated iles o ts from the ¢



ngt .
oma tonewall” ]acks@ .
claimed to have identified two er famous name
#deno ‘ ﬁ
Y/ was
\ fir d vestige of Ling in Louisiana. Th
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the small city wit name, still yea ay from becom-
n Rouge did, h r, host the United
ed complex of fiy, -storied structures

agon, serving offiferfand soldiers deployed
command of Lt. Cql," Zachary Taylor. With

s gleaming on ttrace, the Barraclwu—

posits that Lin did more than gaze
ar. The story see have originated oll
ate veteran Col? ifivid French Boyd se

when the instit occupf

d old

pearl-white
larly ca i
An

other
urviving
been un-

son Davi
the
earch

‘civilian” and ted. One was Jef
am Lincoln. If the record woul

cords” that Boy thus cannot

ve the flatboat? Wh

a find the “garriso
¢ his claim. Intuffion, however, wor i notion of an
\ Nymous poor yo atboatman visig edfmilitary facility,
o Ql ning in, and pe even spending thcWi highly improb-
/

¢
3

ble, not to men explicable. Whyggould h
would he even ch the barrack;, hy w

e guards allow

ill-clad youth i ven if Boyd correcigidentif; incoln’s name, it
not follow thgncoln visited the Baton Rou rracks. Both Abr
Lincoln and Y®&ferson Davis ser the Hawk War (1832), as
did formeggharracks command: ary; . War records mi ave
gotten miyd up with barrackb 1rd's.12o 0

12 Qence B. Huguet, “Th us w Passed Through T}y’tals,” Ba-
fon orning Advocate, Ju 1961 . Fleming, Louisia ate University
18 6 (Baton Rouge: L a St versity Press, 1936), 41; Jonathan
F “United States Baf: entagon Barracks)—Historical a criptive Data,”

istorical American Building Survey ort (HABS No. La-1134)%eritage Conser-
!!yid

qu n and Recreation i Depa of the Interior, Washington, D.C., 1978.

searched the papers of Fre oyd, stored in the S Collections of Hill

emorial Library at Louisiana wivcrsity, and found es to support Boyd’s
claim. Further inquiry with the National Archives and Reco ministration revealed
that its records on the Baton Rouge Barracks (393.7, “Reco .S. Army Continental

Commands, Part 5, Military Installations”) almost entire -date the era in question.

&
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Lo &£

After departing l@ Ro und May 4, GenOnd Lincoln floated

out of the allu alley e Mississippi Ri d entered its deltaic
plain. No l uld “ (like the oasis of tildesert) relieve the eye
of the trave g we with the level sh. as one visitor des¢ribed

n.!?* The banks ed natural leve
landscape, for
trial sur cyp amp, saline mar

Rive deltaic plain
it, through dist
ine, afourche (“the fo
coast e to plantation plantation afte
a ses fronting the nd dependencie \(
Ui

the topo al tr

sugar cane stret toward the b

many of the nati ealthiest plant d the
one 1ghest concentr tions of slaves (if not zbe highe
Ame o visitors arrivi m upriver, LouisidNg seeme
Cagsbean than America French than E moﬁolic than
P ant, more trop1caun temperate. I more sugar
carggithan cotton (or cqgn or tobacco or any i y combined).

n upcountry ne er, the region fe y came across

rban culminati lay ahead.

But Allen and Abraham In we re for business,
touring. Like gfjer flatboatmen, t ided ore likely, had b
instructed by, s Gentry—to remov¢ their ing hats at this
of the journ: d don their sale hats. In himself stated

during his “first trip upon a flgt= to Nem=Urleans . . . [t]he nfture of
part of t rgo-load . . . ma nece&or [us] to linger rade
along t gar coast.” Flatbo nwo e along the slack edge
of the , drop anchor, “ﬁ up’ W&ﬂ;;ntation landin uire for
“W,

the er, and offer to t w in the sugar b rote one

fla en upon reachi e sa@on, “[t]he river i ays dotted
w p-country boatl& times a score being in sight olce.”124 They

Qrsonal communication, ! 4!l1€t e tural Archives S Division, National

rchives and Records Admlnlstra ruary 18, 2009. Gragitdde goes to Marc Well-
man, John Sykes, Jim Davis, and Judy Smith for assistance o topic.

123. Ingraham, “Dots and Lines,” 38.
124. Clark, “Flatboat Voyage to New Orleans,” szeswwmz‘ July 9, 1905, part 3,

&
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9

shared the banks Vx@ash rw en, water-retriev shermen—and a

sight that startle raveler of this sa ra:
as s to s swarms of childre 11 colours that
issu these ation] abodes. In i y, the progeny
of t €, an of his master, seem_toflknow no distinc-

y mi r sports, and appe a ond of each other, 0
brothe@ sisters of one famj 125
ted the bank, se up “tents and b gm;”\m

and timber flodtii in the river” an e “r\
e sugar mills f 1.712¢ Each clust riverfm

1 as plantatlons, ed potential tradgng®pport s
and other cabote astal peddlers). rran eir
erfront stores d the day, and fx rdmg es at

Lingering” is how flatbo&®®men described th

Entrepreneurs als
to “c all the
ey sel
hf ich inc

V1lle

ls 1
nlgh .

'
~ lo down from the Qnated progress of -six per day to
h

at pace upon enter e deltaic plain, alfa r a few days

¢ heart of the sughr coast—the busie t cul i , Most popu-
\ of t1re Mississippi
° hing and dismantled

d, and most pros s hundred-mil
wer system. So tboatmen sold ev:
IS eir vessels befuer reaching New eans, ng the lumber to the
O ~ Flat Boat Woo in Iberville P to si scrap dealers set
¢ for just that p e’
In additiiifko plantatrons certarn natu tures punctuate@

journey dowmn*¥ie lowermost Mi pi as One was a ha1r n me-
ander be@aton Rouge tha usly, plume of river w east-

e purposes of ou@onology, hnger inter ere as m‘

ward int es Maurepas a ontchar . Called Bayou chac,
this wqray once hosted th in ¢ 1 of the Missisgi ter, it

O AN
0 Q=
illiam Bullock, a Journey thirough the Western St Nan‘/J America:
ew Orleans . . . to New L in 8 London: J. Miller, 1827),%41.
ans 8, Times-Demgerat, July 9, 1905, part

6. Clark, “Flatbo

p-13,c. 6.

127. Charles J. Pike, Coast Dir &17 (ribbon map), T
1953.3; see also Adolphe Henry and Victor Gerodias, The
the Right and Left Banks of the Mississippi River (New Or
16-18.

, Accession Number
ana Coast Directory, of
. C. Wharton, 1857),
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flowed as a d1str1b@ u @w Westerner Al&]ackson sealed
r hi &3

it off in preparatj aign agamst the ish in 1814-15. A
similar feature,
side eight mil

voiding, particularly

the turbulence caused treacherous currents
owed the Missi@g: that, just below,

reach) opened in levee while Gen@:

s documented it or so later:

ay 10. The Leve given way on the
ph Erwin, Esq. iles below Plaqu
that of Mrs. Wilso t below . .. A ge

m celd s us that the bre of considerable
fro to fifteen feet deef-“Wpis not expected thaftit

evee cons ructlon ongoing s1n e 1720s reduce req cre—
Vvasse uth Louisiana, b, no means term d them. r levee
Y fail ooded New Orl n 1816 and 18 ile sm reaches

\ liks se at the Erwin ilson plantanon rred ically.
owing that

tboatmen en rout New Orleans e sed reli

¢ orne Island woul@ be their last navi ped1 e, and Bayou
\ ourche their las l-producing di y. lingering and
O ding along th coast for a roug wee ting, in this es-

imated chronol round May 5), try anﬁioln tied up for the

/
O q evening of May r13 approx1mat ty m

b That night w prove to be the® mem
Lincoln’s entc\ver career.
-\

Using himaracteristic brev‘gvd peakilig of himself and try in

b

the thij rson plural, Li y years later w: pened
nextm

[Olne night they at taq seven negroes wit nt

to kill and ro hey were*hurt some in the , but

129

\ succeeded in drivipg the Zr%fs from the boat, and n “cut
4 » « .

128. “Baton-Rouge, May 10,” New Orleans Bee, May 13 ;, p-3,¢c.2.
129. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” June 1860, in Collected s 4:62.

&

ng
D"

ove New Orleag
, and dangerou
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Biographer Williar@an g@ offered a comp$ account of the

incident, worth

N
i
tt

»
oes,

n
# Qppose at the Wad
'~ |‘ w at a widow’s farpl:

Gentry shed mor
ienced firsthand‘
When my h@d & L[incoln] wee the Qﬁ

&
~
O'o
S &
QA

John
tervie
pers

le

p

t, su@ng that Gentry
b Orleans adven

fa

Q

130. Howells, Life of Abraiiam
131. Interview, Nathaniel Grig
William H. Herndon, September 14,

Lincoln person

hich he did not

g
ated t

p their “cumbrous b

£ 0
D:’

w

-

=

s 55

65

cceeded in beati

e boat. After whi

they WCnglat anchor they
d gave ves to the middle ¢

rs int

iewed by William
ncoln featured i
“Lincoln was at d by

18 neighbors; Q o
o doubt of this—Abe told me so—Saw the scar myse

pton farm or near probab

t on the incide@vhich

ey were
attacked roes—Some Say Wade Hamptons Negroes,
but I thi%: the place was b hat ¢ dme Bush-
ams PI& n 6 M below B ouche e fought the
ot them off the boat“@pretendi, to have guns—

Cl y husband said

Negro
had Q—the Negroes had hickory
“Lincoin get the guns and [

—t groes took alarm
ft.132

n
Gentry has Sh,& the ghere the niggersched
'/

in
S

in Herndon’s Informants, 131 (italics in original).

) near a solitary
r coast, they were gttd¥ked and boarded
groes; but Lincol is comrade, after

e conts@which both were
assail d driving them fr
ouse Allen

ugherty, an old fi of ;:entry whom m)n in-
n the same day, na orated her deta j
owledge of the si

eviewed Howells’

@

s speedily as possi
rent again.'*°
don in 1865 r d@calle

esid

4

)

N
&
v

3y

h first-

s and Nancy Richa yand John Romine, by
65, in Herndon’s Info s, 118.

132. Interview, Anna Caroline Gentry, by William H. WOn, September 17, 1865,

&
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him and LQ. The e is not Wade H ons—but
was at l\/lm us antation about 6 be ow Baton

Rouche.??

m the omincoln associate \0 personal connections
b

Dougherty

to the site; &n s co hn Hanks claimed # be in the vicinity when
k red i . “I'was down t er when Negroes@l to

Rob Li ol boat,” ld Herndon in ut “did not see ig

e Louisiana inci ccur? We have t

@1) a plantation 1 below Wade
) affiliated wit man named “ ” or
. e

around six mile w Baton Rouge
mark

n remains a we, wn landmark
oumas House in nside, which wa twel rs af-

ar pliat
agnifice
ter tH&igcident to replace the antecedent house. Jyst below t

s placlvseek a woman-a ed plantation w. d only ~
\ be mbered as sound; e “Busham” or % . ish census m
i 5

, the federal cen f 1830, and det maps made

¢ i 7 and 1858 recggd no such surnam
e specified Ioca&‘“ But Hernd ren
iew n ecause when he

o ormation that dj t appear in his in
: ublished HerndWgsincoln in 1889, he re orted:“the plantation” belong-

aned additional

ing not to “Bus or “Bushan,” bu e rhy, “Duchesne™ s
mon in France

not in Frenc 1siana, also fails to appear i forementioned s

y : es.!¥” The 18505t. James Parish Qs doegflsta Dufresne famil‘ h
| ;

cifically “Mad Duchesne.”?% rnam

now Lincoln” gran an ex-

133. rty’s acknowledgcmgat he ¢
tra leve edibility, in light of, ndeliy ﬂne informants to
j y overstating their iffier@itions e future president. In
, by William H. He , Sep 7, 1865, in Herndon’
nterview, John Han Will . Herndon, June 13,

In nts, 45. '\
. Analysis of 1830 Enu? ation us of Ascension Parish b

ormants, 133.
in Herndon’s

hor, using digi-

I files transcribed by nson ndra Norred Pard ike, Coast Directory
47 (ribbon map), THNO¥, Acce mber 1953.3; A. , Norman’s Chart of
e Lower Mississippi River (New : B. M. Norman, 18

136. Herndon and Weik, Herndon’s Lincoln, 1:63.
137. The Historic New Orleans Collection’s Louisiana
crofilm, recording land owners and locations—reveals

urvey—six reels of mi-
ingle listing with any of
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nineteen slaves), b y d n@gn with our crit he 1830 federal
census records o *e families throu@ the entire region,

both from New 38
Yet there Duc woman affiliate h this area: French-
born Rose FMghopine esne (1769-1852), who in 1825 founded the

Convent ofﬁ acred: rt (St. Michael’s resent-day Convgnt, lo-
cated twy esbe e Hampton Plan 1?Duchesne estmed

Catholi ions, nages, convents schools for the ican

0

convi

insgssutions sh nded became k as “Mother D
“mer D ne’s school,” etc n if she did not

was on assignm¢iigin St. Louis wh
flo uth, and was remd by the 1830
convent in that Missouri city.! other Rose Phi eD

cano a saint by the Catigglic Church in 198 SE shrine in

arles,
Mis entombs her re today.
i plausible that th erty affiliated wi

s d like “Busham, shan,” or “Du e’ wa act Mother

esne’s convent. (Rentry and Lincoln e he at name from

ersby or river t , and reasona meﬁs a plantation,

table because it wned by a womait®l'he ¢ t itself certainly
<

sembled a lar tation house of the era (s$tograph in graphic
a

WO OSs€ name

o/, in

~ section). Thus, er Duchesne’s @\t, afi irty-seven years
¢ Indiana storyt , became “Mdrﬁﬁshans & ation.” No othe
planation ha e to light.
: We have"3tie final problem j uating@coln’s Louisiana_melee:

Wade H on’s plantation i cat iles below Bato uge,
Q restrial nor riverj easuri t exactly sixzy rwmiles.

neither
9

these surnames. % b

130: /L 0eir heads of househo re Ba esne and Ferd Duc@; neither had
an rent connection to a er p n. Population Sched 3 and #220,
O Parish, Louisian .S. Federal Census. See also Aca@faniParish Records,

—1829—St. James Parish Census 0329, MSS 23, Folder 3, Itet#®1, THNOC.

9. Roger Baudier,V/_mlif i Louisiana (New ans: Roger Baudier,
39), 293, 572.

140. This is evidenced by a lette uced in M. Lillian s, “Loretto Founda-
tions in Louisiana and Arkansas,” Louisiana History 2, no. ring, 1961): 212-213.
Mother Duchesne appears in the 1830 Census on Populat hedule #328, St. Louis
Township, Missouri, 1830 U.S. Federal Census.

&

(o)

branch of the Soc f the Sacred Heggt, Tocusing on the F pho\m

regio St. Lemis #id south Louisi She became wel win *
well-I4ged in t areas; people cal r “Mother Ducw,’ and
s

3
N
g
v
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Just as Indiana stor g ny years may hav

that the countr river miles belo
slightly beyon inant terraces a

River’s low i
siana su on. that Lincoln said dG
trad[ed the
as though they w,
brin

um, th is researcher pos at Gentry

near, o things, a conven,
can s‘FWe can say wit
d wighinSt. James Parish, si

waypoints: Baton Rouge, Hampt¥s plantation, and

Laf and Donaldson but those featur

a fe

¢

menti

verted “Bushan”

ifted “sixty” to a t is worth noting
0

n Rouge lies only

tfs of the Mississippi

ey, and barely onto the sugar-dominant del-

taic plain. ngiles , however, brings o the heart of th.

ui-
entry “linger nd

r coast”™! befor attack occurredgds
eep into sugar ¢ Y, not recently a at \

N

and Lignln wer
girls’ school fo, y a fuw

ter confidence tlgat®he me -
i o seventy-two milcSiownri m
ton on the east bank @ river (as evider y all th our

hesn nvent).

Some raphers position incident as ha\yccurred Bayou

acros iver and
iles above where gvidence indicates.
@ho were the attack®s? Numerical pr@lity s s they were
from a nearby@plantation. Circu s, h , imply they
#ht have been ru s. Fugitive slaée ﬁ
d (arguably) mor ined to run the risk¥ steali
ntly the attack ke English, si@ey unglgrstood Gentry’s holler

/
~ to “get the guns.’ d not a single s

exfite for resources,
survive. Appar-

rench words flyi

This suggests en were “Amer g aves, Q} posed to the Fre
speaking Cr aves who predominated on gar coast—thus
ing the fugitiv&theory slightly ausibl@nly a few days after the
incident, local sheriff jail e -build “America ro”
men, age@32 and speakin ish o ho were in St. Ja arish
“witho y free papers.”'#

1#hs of Lincoln bi hers imparted dramatj ail into

th . Others ponde el
p

e
WHg at the hands'o ery

!!1‘ Lincoln, “Autobm,” Jun in Collected Works, 4:62.
142. Interview, Anna CarGline w illiam H. Hern

Herndon’s Informants, 131.

143. “Notice—Detained in the Jail of the Parish of St. J.
Orleans Argus, May 29, 1828, p. 1, c. 5; “Detained in the Jai
[May] 23,” ibid., May 29, 1828, p. 2, c. 6.

&

the Great Emagfipdtor nearly
he would later 1i , and won-

%eptember 17, 1865,

posted May 22, New
e Parish of St. James, on

3
N
g
v
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dered if some attaclgs, survivédildng enough to be by their victim.
Retellings in mo day s and travelogue&n de-racialize the
incident, describj rs as “seven men, ers ignore it alto-
gether, perhap enient twist it inflicf) upon the traditional

. associated with Lincgln’s New Orleans expe-
rience. On% c@other tactic, ex ng, with zero evjglence,
that th €s wer ‘half-starved s&of a no-good plﬁ‘
owner,” ent s s to fabrlcate Ligffom saying, “I wish d fed
them instead of fj g them. . . . ner is really mo

than 714 de ncoln’s actual t&stifhony of their leth enti
dlff@wel the inciden ides insights inm natur
ra ations lavery in this ti d place. Black ing w.
ard notions abo

rigidity of racial rchie

th—a hierarchy , particularly i New
e rigid de jure th facto On an @l level

V1ew the incident as producmg t seven culprits s nor

but rather nine gigtims—victims of thg instituti lavery

' iolent desperatio ngendered. On tical we learn
f e incident two d on the flatboat e itse t the men

tf d unarmed, and tlfthey indeed avoi octur vigation by

eived a lasting ht ear from the
nd landed above ght e ough one is not

up at night.
\ Some say Linco
Oo IS eadily apparent otographs. One igformantggid Lincoln specificall
~ showed him th * The memory o 1nc1d rtamly lasted a li
b ¢ time, and that rhaps the most S 1cant guage we can take
from this epge: according to Lincoln’s pu tobiographical ,
’. : the attack, a t slavery or slav, ing, fc d the single most salient
recollectigmeof both his Louisi age jate statements w dif-
ferent m more on this lat

Q is no eration to say th incoln
came \@close to being m d in iana. The 1nc1% y also

@usan K. Thomas, e Story on the Early Life of Abral@mcoln, Told by

er,” Morning Herald (Ha

town, ), February 2, 1954, p. 3
5 See, for examp! r A. Fi “Racial Segregationgi
rleans,” American Historic (February 1969):
146. As recollected by Leonamw—l

&

Ante Bellum New

in Reminiscences of .
guished Men of His Time, ed. Allen Thorndike Rice (New Yo
1889), 461-462. Swett misremembered the details of them s

m Lincoln by Distin-
rth American Review,
reporting it as having
taken place in Natchez.




Sm Gent Lincoln saw th
behh@ch planter’s resi (levee heights w, r low
é are@ ut they may not seen multitud i

lds. A time in May, Lo a sugar cane be ints”

’IQ O/
G
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underlie an unveri@stor t incoln acquired ng his New Or-
leans trip “a strarmxatk\&at people were tr)eto kill him.”47

O O -
Nursin% wou he shaken and bloodjed men made off in the

darkness a i wnriver. The rj sun revealed pl on
houses@ mod me palatial—fro oth banks at a
of eight n per gm
e river’s “low a imy shore.”™® L

traveler describ
graphigyndma ivermen used pla ouses as milesto
Ar , Fort, arange’s—"said the handsomest

e

[«

wquitous lines of ashe

ane

and rgguired little field labor until “October or Novemniber, w.
e attack?
arion Van

oil the cane. . . |
entry and Linc ntinue to stop a ade a
ng to the aforem ned Indiana rese r Fra
, Gentry family descendents intervie n the s contended

the men not only@tinued their coa in d off all their
go, dispensed wj eir flatboat, a “calht ) cotton boat for

s not impossible, but'it is impibable, particularly

in light of the
First of all, neit
a scenario. Se y, Gentry and LinC8n werdiylainly shaken by t -
tack, and beiigPnly a day from Orlea uld reasonably wh
“linger” no more. Recall that i#her m Dean Howellg wrote
(with Li s personal oversg& at and Lincoln ma f “as
speedilymssible, and gave selvesgro, the middle curren@in,””2
insinu they bee-lined ir des on after the at hirdly,
selli everything woulbre eir trip to New s purely
ded

recréalipnal for the two v and costly, sans& ree trans-
/

. Morris B. Higgins, dom- lled Lincoln Visit to (Qns on Flatboat

raced,” Morning Trib Orlea ruary 12, 1940, p. 7, 3.
148. Trollope, Domestic Manner, w
149. The Navigator (1814), 223.

150. “Cultivation of Sugar,” New Orleans Bee, May 13, 18@3, c. 2.
151. Van Natter, Lincoln’s Boyhood, 144.
152. Howells, Life of Abraham Lincoln, 23.
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ms previously idg@igified i n Natter’s researc
incoln nor his go porariégghopped a hint of s
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#sepa@y tewer and fewegggrarian expanses. Shj
mor, more Gentry annﬁcoln found them
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portation and shelt@vidid @eir tlatboat. Van er’s scenario thus

seems unlikely.

As Gentry
tation houses
the parade
dencies an
oaks, fr ardens on either
well ar e flatboatman; | riably white and
ving the appearagie Ot a continuous se n
ated the river: andscape: Cont Ch
arked the 9424 60"

. “The negro qua are
d in
t

s appeared in

gardens—then in greater densitia, then merging int®

ing trafi

olis. A cacopho istant whistle b rns, hoof beats,
er, growing ever
n came into view,

dod
in r vessels. Malod and noisy operat stea ered saw
sugar refineries, eries, soap fact tallo ndlers (ren-
s of animal part@for candle-makin icate oximate me-
£e
d hammer blows ed across the 2,0 ot-wi

>
ouder. Long br arehouses for tobaeco andggotto
some pressing ci lint with hors m po 4

Finally, in the midst of one parti@y spect@r meander, a gregt pan-

oply of r ps arose on the riz light glistened o riad

domes a eples, amid pluvgf stearggsyiioke, and dust. Al entry

and A m Lincoln had fi reash w Orleans, aft miles

on't 1ssissippi and a gnbtota 73 river miles si eparting

RocKjigtt. The same da sta too early with grightening
/

. Clark, “Flatboat Voya

to Ne%j:s," Time:—Demofmt,99, 1905, part 3,

.15, c. 6.
4154. Some of these details¥re d elcome A. Grce@l% journal descrip-
on of the riverfront activities im y above New Orle y may have changed

ans.
somewhat by the time Lincoln passed them in 1828. ]ourna@elcome A. Greene, re-
produced in “Being the Journal of a Quaker Merchant W isited N.O. in 1823,” New
Orleans Times-Picayune, October 16, 1921, section 4, pp. 6.
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orium in a golde
oint the date Al

ound dusk on May
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sh, ended with t ringtime sunset

W'155

m Lincoln first set

he and Gentry (tried (according to this

or 14, it may not have

been until i that they pald t ix-dollar fee to t ol—
lector o ose records for t ear 1828 have b
denyin ce confirmation ir arrival. Howey pre—

viously explained ocal bilinguals rleans Bee and rle

Argus gorted

p es. The

hrou

inatj MKentucky, Ten e, Alabama,
), and Bayou L

ucauts of tobacc m, flour, and whi

alre mmissioned to 1 erchants and n

me nly one flatboat Qorded as coming
a

use it arrived t

as not Lincoln’s
o ¢ é rong cargo (tobgkco), and belonge

l

osed to an amat wner on boar

he. The Argus
same number. Many of the flatb®Hts carried cotton;

ut
ptional listings i middle of May, ea E flect

their daily “Mari Cng
and rine” i ich hsted port w s and

tO t
O' rg1n1
ted ro
e fro
ey. Mos

)

the
ntucky

merchant (as
find a few ex-
e previous day’s

t

IS 1V1ty The Ar; ported in its flat t sectigg,of May 14 the arrival
O ~ of “Several boa the western o , w1th§, bacon, &c. [wi
b ¢ owners on boa&s7 Three days la ¢ Bee g ed, “Quinze ch
N de divers en. , avec du produits du pays 113@ tlatboats from v
7
r

gus on May 17 reported

Western countiy with

places, with pt®tucts from the co J1s8
those sa rivals as Flftee
Q flour, w , bacon &c. t rs on d and to order allies

'
15@ the attack happe e sa the arrival to N eans?‘ If the
in occurred somewhere en B and Convent (60 to 7 t miles above
rleans) and Gentr¥, incoln escaped in pre-dawn dar t the assumed

157. Ibid., May 14, 1828, p. 2,

ty of 5.5 miles per hour, they woul theoretically arrive at NeW*Orleans in about
e ¢ hours—late aft 1 early of the same day of the attack.
156. New OrleansArgus, ril 2 Q 2,c.6.

158. “Nouvelles Maritimes—Port de 1a Nlle.-Orleans, Ve
p. 2, c. 4. “Marine” listings appeared only in the French se
159. “Marine Register,” New Orleans Argus, May 17, 18

&

ans Bee, May 17, 1828,
t this time in 1828.
.2,c.5.
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from both newspa an rr@ay 1828 as the $ﬂaz‘bom‘ week of

the entire year, by, ide , with the Bee ¢ ng 53 arrivals and
the Argus enu g rou “
ing to New O , 182

73 (see graphs, oat Traffic Arriv-
either newsﬁ these
rather thangsandard

....7). Unlike mo er flatboat listings in
ies (1) mention misgellaneous farm products

indicate any o

the flat origi

tion commoditieﬁ cotton and tobagra: (2)

atboatmen owne ir own cargo; (3) ibe

various placesﬁ Western countryl,;¥ind (4) m
boats than any o ntry for an entire Th\

clues est th rrivals mostly cOnfituted small ama atb
fro y towrfgith little-known —places much
Indsgna. Whe consider the ov hronology of t
e ionali these particular Jigings, we gain conf}
atboat was amo i c
. Perhaps they a@i on May 13
and appeared in the next day’s spaper, or perha o
#afterﬁ”, paid dues the day or so, and a i ~
'~ ada later, meaning @7. (It is not until ne 3 ns of the
Bee& Argus that we sQother entry for s owne oard flat- m
b@rriving “trom the tern country’— near. e weeks too
$ o align with all ghher chronological cfg e of th ntry/Lincoln
i
O ; G v

new

age.'*’) The Ma sting and the ay ngs may be the

a sest we every ge cumentation of t ture ent’s first arrival
IS n New Orleans%

.é’o,- S £& £

Veteran flat en like Gentry kaew wher o and what to do:°r

into the current toward the u of thdtiidng thorny line of poles,
masts, ri . sails, and smo ks. & tte of the great tern

Q tleet, th tling accoutremegftsfhelongeg toYocal vessels like t teau d
vapeu mboat) Columbi rti ayou Sara, and an-go-
ing sgilade ships bound for (Wiv¥rpo re, and Bordeau ose craft
cros aths with the brj still g out for New Yqik: the schoo-

n iton, bound for‘i ston; arrthe Correo, desti r Tampico,
co. Outgoing vess ade goom for the MexicanWfigs Doris and
0, bringing in ers a%péche wood across the Gulf,

t

fr
d the bateau de remorgue (’m@ rampus comin@from the mouth

160. “Marine Register,” ibid., June 3, 1828, p. 2, ¢. 5. m

&
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mc maneuvering ving ships that
in drawings, on or exotic destina-
s—played out le n a mile downriver

retch, the lowly uftodin flatboat wharf, saw
ts and sounds of the downtown steamboat

stled nevertheles@gigh impatient pilotgy flail-
d hurled invecti entry and Linc s it

time to arrive: ay 1828 saw mo boat m
ye\

ther ten-day pe uring the surro
-day total (28) reported in the Orl,

cking with Genm Lin
elivering cott cal A

@ from Kentucky, cotton and tob -
cardealers, and four mall amateur o i

ants,

dt

iginat m various upco places.’®®
Once at the doorstep of “thé¥rand mart of bus andria
p
#of AmiWgsa,” wrote The Naygggror, the archetypal flatboatma
? /
\ eaps upon shore vy cstasy, securing hj

m. with a careful tie, ts the Levee, and 3

joyful countenapce, receives the warm
fellow citizen,&
confidence lw—:
Qhat tlowery co tary underreportgd the ¢ nges flatboatmen en-
countered at tii Orleans levee,g5hich ra even in the “wa§
oach-

hose integrity he
dispose of his ca

3
N
g
v

T o
Ri

? /
and friendly” s of fellow Ame!&citize* a rough-and-tu

place.

ing involved appr

ing in, and tying &rhile

, surface winds, petitors forme ifting
obstac@lrse. One ﬂatboatbdescr' hat could go @

O N
q@uvelles Maritimes@ del -Orleans, New Orleans ay 17, 1828,
of

river cur

The techt™al machinations tboat
ing, evad‘thher vessels, negﬁ as

by

&

o,

steam navigation in this era, t mpus wrecked

. 4. Illustrating the'ﬁ
%t ree months later, when 1ts six bd{ers exploded while towing $8ur vessels. Seven
en were killed, five \#sing, were wounded. “ s,” Norwich Courier
orwich, CT), September ¥7, 1828 . w
162. Survey of daily “Maritime@ns in the New Orlea,

from April 1, 1828, through March 31,71829.
163. “Nouvelles Maritimes—Port de la Nlle.-Orleans, w ay 17, 1828, p. 2, c. 4.

conducted by author

164. The Navigator (1814), 225.
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As we were @g i to@ e a landing [at Ne@ns] one

of our sw br ch handicapped us pulled with
all our p or se 1les thenranin b the landing
and [h ullgy ropes. After we g@[we] found we
had raggi e largest kind of a all day, which
exp n why 0 t was so difficult age....1®

Once ed ashore and

noted t e to hical curiosity at

to th ay nhk andings lying be,

land ans lay above its

a vi fro burgh during th e year,
s bein r seven feet hig at the level of
ns. . . seemed as if t allest shake [wo

7166 pression would

ter o 1828.

ual information narrow down p0551b11 . We know

ssels docked
ulia streets in

er depended on

1828, flatboats barges and oth

¢

zone starting at oot of Notre

we cannot determj ecisely where G and docked m

bourg St. Maryg extending upr1

verall flatboat and docking density, the topics of our next discus-

'
O '~ sion.
A tally of leans Bee’s “M > colu r the month leadt
b up to Lincolnggrtival reveals 104 chalaris dockirgat New Orleans. 16
y

ficial reports lly undercount flgur when we adjust fo
A reported arrivals, local traffic, gli ing” ts, and other actiflity not

likely to r in the newspa ase that figure b ghly

half. T timate (of aroun stantiated by an g the

-160)
survivi harfinger reporgy trom 1$£and 1845-49 aherpolat—

sort of activity m ve d in 1828. Give an aver-
2 dues- paymg ats @luding barges) a&d annually

q 5. Clark, “Flatboa to NAans,” Times—Demoﬁuly 9, 1905, part 3,

13,c. 7.

166. Basil Hall, Travels in Nor&zm in the Years 1827 28 (Edinburgh and
'&r

London, 1830), 3:319-320.
167. Tally of “Maritime” columns of Bee conducted by
through May 17, 1828.

) q) )

from April 17, 1828,



% rleans, 1818-23 and 1
¢ ry, Louisiana ColidQ

\ i ryfial
o Qovered tops with e acility as upon th f ZQI somethmg also
O AN
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d @0 flatboats per ﬁring 1845-49,

flatboats arrived ¥y year between the
early 1820s and 8 That puts 944 oats (512 plus eight
ear increase) arri to New Orleans dur-

during 1819-22, ¢

ing the yea Q puts 1,188 flatboats brrlvmg to New Orleans
during the % y year, because t hen visitor Jose olt
Ingrah ated t two hundred om . ‘flat-boats’ ﬁnd
‘keel- b ocke g the uptown at wharves.’®” If T
estimated accurat is means that 17 nt of the entire ye

1 seen d 1mu1taneously
ge to s total arrivals,

ocked y one time (17 p

cou
per

ne -h -sixty docked i i 0

et iggvidth and requiring a : i rm

4,160 ong flatboat wh@) ity i i ent:

those lucky enough to tie up clo i end of
the

ocked two-dee

ban adjacency in exc§: for proximity
act (An 1828 riverfg etch made by
isual depictions o incoln-era flat
ice; see graphic
osely together b

Jone of the
strates this
oats “moored

g . .. their flat-

17 Flatboatme o tie at the quieter, upriver
end of the wha rally spread out ave t lves elbow roo
unload and dis ble their vesseld 51ona1 open spots

water, for accgor because of sedlmentanon arf damage) alon
line of approxiiately 160 flatb e can extend the 4, 160 oot-
long upto atboat wharf b

Base the above estim hlS sis views the up flat—
boat w@es in May 1828 as ly one mile up. m the

atistical analysis by base arfinger Reports/ N eans Collec-
to evee Dues-Registd¥ atboats, Barges, Rafts, and Stea 5 in the Port of
—49, %ﬂm #75-109 QN420, N&W Orleans Public
169. Joseph Holt Ingraha , S, t by a Yankee (Nev‘@, 1835), 1:105.
170. Cap. Basil Hall, “The le at New Orleans,” d round 1828 and en-
graved by W. H. Lizars. THNOC, Accession Number 1974 .576 P.C. 30-11-A.

171. “Flat-Boat Commerce,” J. D. B. De Bow, Commerci 1ew of the South and West
4, no. 4 (December 1847): 556.
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foot of Notre Dam@ Julia @s in Faubourg St&Qdary, with docking
kg&

occurring at the st at that downrive and thinning out
around Richard ar ets in the faubo a Course and An-
nunciation. T ter ar erally marked t er edge of urbaniza-
tion in Ne ans at ime (the adjacent suBurb of Lafayette, across
Felicity Strqig in Jeffe arish, was unde lopment'’?), so ifgsarves
to reaso atbo king generally cotf@ated to urban dens”
Eyeass co tion of this one-, estimate comes
ert Goodacre, w the same sight the same angle

“For tiNyfirst g the coast of ississippi, flat
for contin ... This m collection is su

N ame t] by the steam
cmoratem estimate when
op’s n New Year’s D
ery si@ended] upwards dhest
the flats, arks, and barges. . . ."*&iven port expansiGHib
#1834, given the locatiogggf the Bishop’s Hotejat the cor Camp
'~ and 1, Latrobe’s two# estimation alig 1 wit one-mile
esti . Additional cor ation comes from. etail rnal of the

t Davy Crockett, landed “at the r end ayette New

¢ ns” in February #35: seven years of ansi by that time

\ nded the flatbo rf upriver to a ouﬂAvenue, which,

° that time, was i Jefferson Parish of L te.'> One final

IS Qorroboration o ength of the fl at whait comes from an 1885

O ~ reminiscence of] 820s, when “hu s of [@ats lay] side by sid¥;
b ¢ alk almost a mi1g~ eir c% decks without gai

y

y

ashore.”7¢
: Another € witness account Qs mar from the above, James

Stuart, whg visited New Orlx ri usy month of h in

Q 1830, wr at “[t]here are s mes at boats lying w sides
v 94 (3

or Sale, A valuable ty, si 1n Jefferson parish, L e suburb . ..

) rleans Bee, May 149, . 3.
. “New Orleans—Gooda€re’s LedQure,” Delaware Weekly Advetiser and Farmer’s
4

urnal, March 27, 182 , NO.
174. Charles Joseph La e, YQM in North America ( ork, 1835), 2:244—
5

175. Jacquess, “Journals of the Davy Crockett,” 23.
176. New Orleans Press, Historical Sketch Book and Guid, ew Orleans and Environs
(New York: Will H. Coleman, 1885), p. 201.
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mextraordinarﬂy E\s

umber does not
art’s use of the

“sometimes” sug-
. Maybe he incl

11 vessels across the
entally added an (till zero to a more likely

of the levee at a ti

concord with ot 1dengce:
gests exceptiona r hype
entire port, or ps he fgfi
estimate of
@c wharf occupiéﬁy’s Warehouse Igistrict
ict riverfront—bu s not align with twes—
shifts in the ch of the Mississip

d with the fact the flatboat wh
river’s crescen

te interests ovaae i
-long legal cony, re g
ilosophies and nctfignally i ng
. By the time L @ arrive so-

ary Batture had forf#d one to two extraiiocks

oupitoulas Stree ich were surveyegwith the
e Street (today’s Peters Street) here
nt Levee Street onvention Cen ulevagil).
b

eposition plus su ent levee realign
four

1
¢ zwentieth centuridh appended anothe
\ #16 colonial-era ri ont. This me thefLifdoln-era flatboat
o Q/ arf is now landl hundreds of feet 2

permit-
urther al-
nineteenth

ted!

from resent-day edge
f the Mississip@ler (see graphic seation forgghotographs and maps).

Flatboat remna ve been occasion ncove#n the soils of tod

Warehouse Di&t and Lower Ga istricfa newspaper in 188

ported the f an old [flat]boat, recently p on one of our

streets while TH# men were prepa he fouligalion of a building””®
Probakglity helps narrow e Lincoln’s likely%ding
site. We e nearly certain b( ey di ock in the Old ome

flatbo id land around the of Cogfri Street (“I counte -nine”
stea docked around 1 StrN ted Robert Goo in April
182 Jow these is anoth tin g of flat boats, or ar[@.""" 1), But
t atboats specific rvedwown markets wj sh vegeta-

'~
!’7. James Stuart, %ﬂrs in merica (Edinburgheand London: Robert
adell and Whittaker and mp‘wB :232.

178. Charles E. Whitney, “Fla ne 10, 1883, p. 5, c.

5-6.

Days,” Times-Dem
179. “New Orleans—Goodacre’s Lecture,” Delaware Advertiser and Farmer’s
Journal, March 27, 1828, p. 1, c. 4 (emphasis added).
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bles, fish, game, ﬁed n

@r retail produce; er than upcoun-

try bulk produce the uptown flat wharf that almost
certainly rece1ve ntry a incoln. A covete near Notre Dame/
Julia would een u ly, because profe(Sigial merchant naviga-
tors runnin or flat operations tended tg monopolize that valu-
able space. @keenhorn eurs like Gentry ilncoln probablygettled

forane town@ toward Richard arket streets. T ost
probabl ing si somewhere am he open fields i iately m

. On the bicent 1 of Abraham L1 ’s bi

nt, weedy, and ee lent w

ee la atboatmen need dispense of thej

es on entry and Linc andled this criti k we

to t experlence of other boatmen in this era. Pro s1ona@ their
fre1g a very different er than their anfjteur pee rchant

' nav s and agent flath en, who captain voyages

ts on a fa-
their cargo
\ initials and nu rs to ensure the t to the right

ners. EV1dence e New Orlean t t most flatboat
° argoes arrwmg ng 1828 were already owne local merchants.

o ular basis, gener elivered their or
, colleague-to-colleague basis. They ¢

i River bridges, South Peters Str ar t\

hose chents ex g deliveries of ¢ usua d Anglo names li é

from Bayou rche had Francop e na like Peyroux an
varde.”® Oc ally thieves wo explo1t andover and ma f

with unguarded cargo, as might een the@lrcumstances beh d this
announc t a few days prio 1nco Val

Q Qton Lost—Any peo hzm&ewed from Ob iw

L/
O $ Townsely, C erguson, Hag w ose awaiting su

rdon’s flatboats, ej ales n, marked G B,
my 8, shipped at ]acks ill confer a favor b -

5 Common-st.'$!

municating [w1th
&r flatboatmen hk&entr i Lincoln had to f1g\gh1ngs out on
180. “Maritime” columns, New Orleam Bee, April 15 thr@une 15, 1828 (analysis

by author).
181. New Orleans Argus, May 13,1828, p. 1, c. 1.
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their own.’®? The B@cri e@‘ amateur outfit ropriétaire i bord.
nd ed their goods 11 e long linear mar-
ket, awaiting c ers. A ing to an 1828 n “[h]ams, ears of
corn, apples, barr e strewed upon [ atboat] or are fixed
to poles, to the atggation of the buyers.”'®* Anyone who approached
was button% by ¢ embers to work deal. For a gr orn
countr gotia ultiple sales in a que and compet1

ting and high-st experience. Who’ wor—
uld we hold out fg etter price? Is thi,

e of rudeness, great deal of

e vari ayers on the flat harf.® Comm

e week incoln’s arrival r d cotton doin ugar
) mol oing down, por g well at $4 p % l and

adily for the pa ee months but 2 g du gg
ttin w barrel, whiskey @ 4 cents per gal@d saleh
ing on baggmg and rope.”® If nulerous flatboatmert @i ived similar
cargo e prices could p et. If buyers colluged, flatbo again
suff If inspectors fou@ul’c with the qugisdof th

rgo could be se nd auctioned off mage ds, for the

of the Port. Ever passing wrthou yer epreciating

, mounting expefses, and further d ore th t paying job.
anxiety got the f some men, 1 em Qson in the hope
an insurance set nt. “Last week Orleanian a few

ears before L1n visit,

K3
@ a poor gan, who had a flatb ed wi

rels o 1, newly arrived from the up untry, finding
no p or his cargo, in a f desp set fire to it at
mid day, which commun c#

s the whole. 1%

E atboats and con- ‘
One r@escription of a fla man s@dmg experienc ﬂ from
O AN B
eterm “farmer flat

om es%chael Allen, “The an as Jackso-
n,” Western Histor¥h rterly 21, no*3 (August 1990): 31

Charles Sealsﬁeld TheZimerican Tl)eyAre Described in A broug/) the Val-
urst, and Co., 1828), 14

184 Stuart, Three Years 1 :239.

185. “New-York Market” and w\e N. Orleans Price nt of May 17, New
Orleans Argus, May 19, 1828, p. 2, c. 4-6.

186. “Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in New-Or 1 Patron of Industry (New
York), January 24, 1821, p. 2.
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9

Asbury C. Jacques
cargo on the sug

landed

er S
WEr

but the highest of]
boats wont haveg
we can do no bet

ars.

mg option if no
etail their cargo

saler offered
meal directly

was

sels,

ew complained abgut extra days in this subtropical
# Gom . “Retailing ﬂaés,” however, e@he wr
n

'S

sto nt and taxes an

fr

epers, who paid hj

ruffy “Kaintucks. e owners of the

-half of those .
f customers th
state of remarka
this issue thro
fine them fiv

ing.’®® Later succeeded in bafliging ret
over a thousand feet above No e/Julj
severe tw@ dollar fine.”¥ B sim
& » o
Sto:@)ers were not al
n .'

?/
“Flat-Boat Commerce,
) 4 (December 18 4
188. Conseil de Ville, Session of
ew Orleans Public Library Loui
189. Conseil de Ville, Session of March 23, 1824, p. 327 of {

NOPL-LC; Louisiana Advertiser, December 2, 1826, p. 2,
1835, p. 2, c. 1.

the stores of th he

the

M823, p. 150 of mi

o restégkad with wood aft$
mst. is crew, in Febre
e upp of Layfayette [si
clock i morning. Directly

for our wood. We triedmost of the brick
*?have had is $2.00
ey want Ash. [T

o)

e o
o g
33
[a TR
e
o,
ém
[Che
==
if

T
men |
ere@zr prices for smal antities, and if j more han
olesaliftg) so be it: ﬂatboatrrm‘ept for free on b eir ves-

~boats

one business wgiter, “than they op m’ ﬂoa@hops for the
§Of their respectivégggoes; and as thés amlttle more than
e ot

ha tboatmen.

ollection (hereafter gi

ing his original

1835,

w Orleans on
we landed we

@

the& pric -
to &ens. R ng

m and
nearby
mpetition
ner arrive,”

ted

Iways numbers

3
N
g
v

the levee and keeping the [flatboat wharf] in a
veliness.”’®” Sto ers b flatboatmen o
out the antebell he city (in 1823

eight days after
to the nuisance witarf,
retailers woulM face a

Cr.

The @try lads

" D. B. Wy Bow, Commercial Reviewge South and West

#90-222, AB301,
s NOPL-LC).

ilm #90-222, AB301,
ew Orleans Bee, June 22,
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also earned the re@q

ing the water. C S,
ly in the Missis ) and
same reason t dime

boarding h?produ

people by foulinf§ghe air and pollut-
nd human wast tinely went direct-
Qown wharf for the

osited there. Cre ing their flatboats as
s much waste as a sppall family. Those using
oking and smok#lgoperations (to ke eat
the highly flam cotton bales staw on
n-board fire on. th before Linco rival

igniting, a spec that attracted a ¢ of a\
WA number of E r¥ns vociferated—:c adr&

merchant in the aper a week latew w
could have beemn, as

mong the shippi ossibly #

art of the city. . ractic

lying at the Lev ngerou

and mischievous, and we believe, contrary to law.

ls Ind was: six weeks ezq the City Coun&hibite boatmen N
fro oking meat on bgell."*! m

their vesselgls open-fi
from sp
the wo harf.
led to an entire fl

too-heiiyful onl
rec ami
m —t t dangerous advi
s inevitably have drj

nitfhe] the steamboats,

king bacon in fla

oking bacon was b&®ne illegal nuisan, her f1 s “exhale[d]
spoiled corn, and t hogs that [a land-
to notify him, y wite afjout to leave, not

resist those unsanitly exh ns [of] said flat-

omeowners wincgd at the
, hogs[,] all sor dome

boatmen’s “horses, fat
oultry, and vari

and lean cattle,

kinds of large cumbrous mate!i“ dum their neighbor

and driven gh the streets.!”” The me selves were deﬁé,
like their lives®ck, to be nuisan artic “Kentucky men, [who]
were infipigely the worse of ole Q as one suffering&veler
explainem

@hc unheard-of volghility of g tuxcessantly uttere
m-e delight they app to t sursing and blasph ,
o &

. Louisiana Advertiser, 1l 19, 1898.
1. Conseil de Ville, : ofMau&ZS, p- 202 of micrgfilm #90-223, AB301,
QOPL—LC. Q
192. Conseil de Ville, Session onZL 1824, p. 54, an n of March 1, 1828,

p- 202, of microfilm #90-223, AB301, NOPL-LC.

193. “New Orleans—Goodacre’s Lecture,” Delaware Advertiser and Farmer’s
Journal, March 27,1828, p. 1, c. 4.

&
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were only e@i by t tligate novelty of t@raticns
with whic rm ferent observation ¢ interlard-
ed, and vm;(cee ery thing that I COLQ)SSibly have
imagin here wi oubtless, some resﬁle individuals

[a m; if o ey could] have been rated from the

rest.@.
Uncoutaan ling the city, cl g the wharf, un ing
respect , swaggering, swi g, raising Cain: nder m
agitated “subscrib enounced the lo atboatmen regu ant\
bellu, wsp ecency usually d the aggrieved
dec, lang in the printed wo
b , as eyglciiced by the varie

oken word, how flew
choice monike reput
ed to country lads. “ ’s the hoosiers of na, t -
f1 the pukes of Mi went one ch atio ew c
leans atmen; o
& e buckeyes of Ohi e red horses of Kengucky, the A\Q ~
' ads of Tennessee: ’ENolvermes of 1&1 $
‘New England, an m

corn crackers of

great caravansary d with strangers erate ¢
make your hali stand on end, drin 1n > all

\ ¢ night, and fig

Qo widespread eme tlatboatmen’s rep ant re tion (deservedly

> all the time.'””

O Vi r not) that it t all workmg—c erican men and be-
came entrenchi countless h1stoit arratlv d many years lagr.
b ¢ “[H]undreds o boats came down river, the city swarmed ygi
bargemen,” a typical chara 1zat10n one from the 4. ¢
,. : Monthly in 1 ‘
Q ugh, disorderly cla 1ch by orishness of mann
of culture, and kee t for ain, gave an evil sa
e name Amer1c ha ay many old-fash

@mdents of the old q sti pon the Anglo-S

semi- barbanan one, rs, occasionally, t O
\z ' : o

%194 Henry Tudor, Mt‘ Q North America (@Jn: James Duncan,

34), 2:54-55.
195. “Extracts from the Clockmaker,” The Madisonian, 2 @19, October 20, 1838,
1

p- 1. Another version of this piece appears as “Sam Slick’s ption of New Orleans,”
Barre Gazette (Barre, MA), 5, Issue 37, January 25, 1839,

&



: tboat before ex g that city, not
@ L/ 'C b ¢
’. : one, but it stilM®ok time, space, a awn. ¢

 /
!!6. Albert Phelps, Vrleans onstruction,” The
5 (July 1901): 123.
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. . . < . ». 6
CprCSSIOn ains L'Oii Amerlcan rascals

Most flatboatmel fubrkin ptown wharf weOung Anglo-Amer-

ican males fro ming #fM¥ailies, poor but h rking and entrepre-

neurially m@t un ed but savvy, an ive to any one of the

Western stafesaltho ten generalized &Kaintucks”). Not many
ere; who did tended@ Irish immigran

er
les an enchmen associ with New Orlea wn-
rves. Those of A descent seemed mb,

about unshack d apparently u ste
n expecting th ic might have b rpris
n flatboat whar ed out to be mu e the

a

11” landings of burg, Natchez, u Sar

igsi i River towns, e a hundred times er and

at\g,\(;nomically and rally, the wh med t
est’s toehold in Orleans, popul

ters floating in and Eteaming out on a weekly basis.

o

e Northeast’s p ent toehold in
St. gmy, which, accordi one antebellu
li Boston, there aae of New York,
omething of the gus in urbe so charmj
s. ... Gentr Lincoln woul assemble their
ther city across
anal Street.

Disassembli atboat went a whole lot fas sd easier than bui
eather has been warm,
but otherygge favorable for ou usi yreported the Pricefiyurrent

when G and Lincoln disa ed theirWgssel— until yestem ay

16], w. annoyed port gffi8ils when
they i . T'he city interv n 1819,
182 penalties on th nctioned

or

ns, Barges, Keelb afts, ‘Ca-

ntic Monthly 88, no.

197. A. Oakey Hall, The Manw in New Orleans; or E.
(New York: J. S. Redfield, 1851), 35.

198. New Orleans Price Current, as reported in the New
p-2,c.5.

of “Crescent City” Life

ns Argus, May 19, 1828,

v
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t

e point, the Citﬁlcil resolved to

of unloading.'”

jeaux’ and other s
“cast adrift” any

Once deco t lumber was oft rchased by the city
to cover the w. the city’s banque little benches,” raised
wooden si ddy streets), to build sewerage chutes into

assive gunwaleggmight

ough their taper ds

also see, i structural beams

and mg hem less than i Flatboat boards Q
came clapboards e city’s thousandgpf, wooden cottages,

in borhoods adjamo the uptown ﬂ@

hannel). Small nks e

that some flatbo, ber remains 1 e toda
rs, and joists in histé¥ic New Orleans h

, fro o
wo centuries aft epic journey fromgirgin forew ~
i, to the flatboal@”ﬁ202 § m
o o .

\b e postulate Gentgk and Lincoln too e or u@s after their s

y 13-14 arrival d their cargo, d ble tieirflatboat, and sell
° 0‘16 lumber, the me uld have been releaséd from ticir duties starting ‘b
‘ ’ ? / around May 16§\fter this mome libe flatboatmen oft

treated themse a few days or / ‘foot in the big city, &
b from farm toi nagging kin. one sier flatboatman O\'

il de Ville, Session of 819, f microfilm #90-22 B301,
also June 2, 1819, p. wnent; Conseil de Vill, ion of

p. 87-88 of microfil , NOPL-LC; “An Or ce sup-
the ordinance conc fﬂhc Port of New- June 23,
eral Digest of the Ord; ions of the Corporation w-Orleans

e Ville, Session ofl\& 0, 1827, pp.

-LC.
, 1817, p. 127 of microfi 0-221, AB301,
, p- 241Q€ microfilm #90-222, AB38ENOPL-LC.

3; Eli Fordham, PersonalNarrative of Travels in
irginia, Maryland, Pennsylounia, dfina, Kentucky; and sidence in the Illinois
erritory: 1817-1818, ed. Frederiw Ogg (Cleveland, e Arthur H. Clark

Company, 1906), 79.

202. The local term “bargeboard house” denotes such
loosely to just about any historic structure finished off wi

of microfilm #90-2
onseil de Ville, Sesdlg

gs, but is often applied
matched scrap lumber.



98 Lincoln in New Orleans

completing his wor@"e xhw s

[O]nce m 1w loose to look out y self now
about t usand s from home [sic]. . as in the citty

[of K eans| a 9 days.?

L 4
Unfortunat‘neithe gcoln nor Gentry, their Indiana a
ances le ind an oints to retrace t teps. The few wo

coln wri his t ouisiana visits p mostly to the v,
the destination. only gather evi of what was goi
city fzol prima es, and recons he urban and soc
to Linc as theoretically e

tivitie e land side of th;
dily’ men irst taste of city here, rickety w
(flopfowses) offered four ba vices to flatbo

ere roulette, faro,

perating in plaingight. (Gambling, lega§jin

in public space netheless aboun
was the boardiguse, usually wit

tfensive odors, origiliating from the ft om kitchens

d the saloons, f; outhouses and f en, assaulted

nose. Cacophonj ammer blows,

nd roulette cali as “Iwenty-eight of’the red™9r “Eagle bird by

hance™—assaile

ear,204
Once past tboat wharf] the ecape a?s attendant hum¢
ity upgraded dly. New OrleanNs, aft , the South’s gre
city, and whi ight have exhibjted an Ol d look and laissezée
attitude to visitors from New Y Bost t struck rural Western-
ers as dazmpng, modern, and N lou aged—at least i ur-
ban core. dy brick storeh and to uses, rising thre even

four stdig® high, exceeded w. incol in Natchez in 4 mber,

and “Roughly half th andi of the main com al areas,
boa paved streets wi rbst d nighttime illugflination from
w oil lamps. Add’;i pavingigrbing, and lightinggniprovements

* he topics of disc~3n at ity Council meeting ticularly for

’. 203. John Wilkinson, ““To DOQ Self’: Footloose o Qdd Northwest Fron-

tier,” ed. William C. Wilkinson, Indiana Magazine oinstor)bo. 4 (December 1990):
415-416.
204. Whitney, “Flatboating Days,” Times-Democrat, Ju , 1883, p. 5, c. 5.

&




The 1828 Experlence

Faubourg St. Mary@ r@mzens shook thdifgfists at the various
municipal slights manated from thaltlcally more pow-
erful Creole facti Cross 1 Street).

Paved stre eant s her and faster £l traffic, fostering ef-
ficiency but\ angerghlorses and mules, oftenydriven by free people of
color or hirgi-out slavégoulled wagons, tr and drays at spe ast
enoug ure or w]wary pedestnang “the Safety and
of traffghe St ’ the city in 18 hibited gallop1

ing the animals thing faster tha stepping pace.

bre&the orgi , which was p on walls and s cor
paid
e s
Wh

dr1v—

v

. Q]f

ars for free peopl ten lashes for sl unless
m . :
ﬁ 1[Qnere peddlers an
kyorges, foundries, steam-engine
s could functi

houses and d1stw:
coln’s visit, the City Council eve®regulated maske

N
arriving ~
ing in the Sm
v

to th iod from Januarygipthrough Mardi Gugs, requiri
' and g revelers to rev: eir identities t@
11.2° Shortly af incoln’s visit, the
Carondelet Can d pubhcally app g na in indecent
me 207
\ New Orleans m ave seemed un cgee to buttoned-
° newcomers, but fathers fought ti-b image, and en-

IS eavored to reve through law and ggder. Hoggwell they succeeded is
O ~ another matter. b ¢
? & " ~ & o
We can safely presume two issu ande men’s attention gs they
set forth 48K the city. First ¢ ood to what they mi
Q bought from the previogsiiicited flgtb¥atman Asbury uess,

who s d for edibles and ries i’lf sposing of his

sel o uptown wharf:

&C{msezl de Vzlle, Sess1o Februdg 24, 1827, pp. 339-340 onoﬁlm #90-223,
01, NOPL-LC.
206. Conseil de Vzlle, essli 2,1827, pp. 115 ssion of December

, 1827, pp. 147-148; and Sessw ember 29,1827, p ofmicroﬁlm #90-
223 AB301, NOPL-LC.
207. Conseil de Ville, Session of July 19, 1828, p. 285 o film #90-223, AB301,
NOPL-LC.

4\“



100 ” Lincoln in New Orleans
We today lag' our rQ?s. I got 1 sack of cé:at 13 cts
per poun of s 1/2 cts per lb, 1 ackeral at
$7.50 & mt' rice ts per pound. The e amounted
to 49.5 Iso bo@l pair of half bootﬂfi The Life
of Vi Wall $1.00 & The Poeti. orks of Pope
Tice &4 é

at 4

Stretchi se me atboat wages co ove a challenge eral
chap in pensi . “Nothing can t done here wit con- m

siderable paymen oney,” complain raveler shortly af] ncol\
visit. g arter of a doll ewing the silk p an
& o dollar per doze
wziing clot o matter what t .« .. The objec eems t
”20

uestion involved . New Orleans ed wj
hot id-range inns, b g houses, and d car
d

Residents also opened their hom¢s—cautiously, an g00o
¢ earn extra dollars ren n attic or servant

3
2 3
g-m

—
=
o
a

'\ W ight Gentry and ¥gcoln have boarde ms oper- ml
es. Yet one
Oart. Built arou d Cazelars, it is m
an imposing one a-half-story, tw ily
5.2 What casts
Q poorly d ented. Without ary do nts such as gues tries,
famil
la hip that remairy e me (name and all) o eighbor or
210. Van Natter, Lincoln’s Boyhood, 145, 208. In a footno Natter identifies the

at the record that @nnot narrow do
I her has offered a startlingly precise a uestion: 819
O '~ cottage with a gab
¢ roof and four dj tive attic wind int
stem enumeratin
and wifgt the name of the i otel, how coul emory
of Li s 1828 boarding e ha‘%~n “updated” to th. 4 house-
4208. Jacquess, “Journals o'the 2 o!ett,” 23.
source of this information simply as “traditional.”
211. Vieux Carré Survey, Binder 75, entry for 817-819 @n Street.

$ nn Street, thre%\cks behind pre s quare in the

nch Quarter.?” ouse at that tod{_cétainly looks the

° for a free family of*color n

ry brick quarter:

b the rear acco ated slaves, serva&r bo

N on this lege he fact that the hause-addr,

, structure as St. Ann Street t establijfled until 1894; addresses
in the pr il-delivery days w oc, highly irreg and
nu ng system? Linc oul had to establishgipersonal re-

209. Stuart, Three Years in Nort ta, 2:235-236 (emphgsisadded).



The 1828 Experience

ree decades later&§hs is unlikely, but

credible ev1denc ists from the 1831

established pr uch a relationship,
Arkansas.

egend has been repgate d by at least one ter-
i ﬁ use stands maje y but unmarke its
allegedc ubiou@mcoln assoc1at10n

S

oat self aware of, lowly and disdai place\

leans y. It was not so ing they necessa
any embraced t ugged, devil-m
$0 fa o give their vess mes such as 77
é es, and Drunkar ometimes ur
atme grudgmg admir - During Linco

a locgl paper characterized their “western blood” a
alhg . ardent, genero ring, witty, blun
n

' o not, however, t lationship betwe
man was a conte s one, and the c
1 decisively toward the unflattering,

o. Att1re presente vorite target,

%ok ambling ar wn. Lincoln proba

rleans smnlar t e he wore back

orted a certain
donne arments in New

and frequently but o spender. . . ..

3
N
g
v

O '~ ed by one informa
¢ years later: ' é
b \'4 linnen pantaloons .. ches too short O
y in th s
4

Bro an Couler[,] Blu

A Woare a Calico Shert, [:
Q @ocks & straw Hat—= style ithout a band[.]***

Needl” say, such ill-fitti arb'dtOmckers among ashion-

:urvey of Federal A in L% Division of Profe and Service

Pm -Works Projects tration boats on the Mississ 1807 (Baton

e: Louisiana State UniverSity, 1940057, 65, 85, 126.
3 The article, a r a Ne heatrical productigg.entitled “Lion of the
est,” appeared during Lin In vidit to New Orleans,@eﬂected sentiments
a

t had existed in 1828 and earh the New-York Cougier™S Enquirer,” Louisiana
Courier, May 28, 1831, page indeterminable, c. 1.
214. Statement, Abner Y. Ellis, to William H. Herndo ary 23, 1866, in Hern-

don’s Informants, 170.

&



102 Lincoln in New Orleans

ables” of this famou am New Orleanian&&typed upcoun-
try flatboatmen i that residents to oke fun at French
Quarter tourists hipsters. “The P 1 ve Hoosier,” wrote
the Picayune, “i d by the artifice hion and as free from

the constrai e mighty rivers of ghe West [or] the buffalo
herd over t% 7 A pocketf sh from “the pl of
his ﬂatlm us a cj 1 of soft-goods st 1nsp1red rag-clad try

lads to ge—all too ofte@fortunately, with oper

sartorial counsel: ~
&e has onned a new bl s coat with silk z@

and {1 d gilt buttons. His pants look rather s

rather close he ha iled them of so ches o

m the fashion, but this sily account for were
E of s ng fit or French ¢ he instep, and th in they ¢

air proportion.

A clo ok, wrote the Pic e, suggested that ygu can take oosier
% out iana, but you ca e Indiana out of, oosie
He glories in still 1ng the same unpoli peg bo nd

Q%, way 1mag1na

the woolen, round-topped, wide-leafed

from home. i
life in the w omt me,” the flatboat see\g o say to big-city

lfe 216
Flatboat cr tes, in groups o hre r, five, ambled
streets of Ne eans as young m ten d en in a new env1

ment: slowl cocked, hands jn pocket s an affected sw

geared to co nicate confiden de dlS tation and intimjdation,
and suppgs, all outward sig riogi rprise, or delight like
you've see efore; never let e you im d. All that chan indi-

vidual d a chance to bre ee of oup. Ah, ano oth-
ing 1i ed a country boy xpltf e big city alone. de “cut

the % ’ on teasing an 1py tes and severed annels of
co@umcatlon with h s ba e. New Orlean and now,
d to the curious ~adv Eiurous smgle male vis n just about

215. Davidson, “Journey Through the South in 1836 35
216. Daily Picayune (early 1840s), as reproduced in * tlvc Hoosier,” Indiana
Magazine of History 1, no. 2 (Second Quarter, 1905): 9

4\“
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‘9

vior of
e fr
en act
e Ge
mg n
othe
he

ng in the French
business, offers an
fe in the circa-1828
d nineteen years old
ag, looking about in-
y hop1ng it wou
ing on in a mutua
ted extra attenti
ound from the a
hich towered te

g men today, sau
V1ce, ship, schoo
on the stage of st
nd Lincoln, twe
othes and a shoulde
ted to do and s
s shrugging and a
In would have
his bandaged he
-foot-four hei
n male of that
f Mediterranean
splcuous bump

Observing the
Quarter while o
idea of how ﬂatb
city. We can 1
respectivel )
quiring wh
with h1
sensual
strikin p ys1ogn
sugar

on-
r h1s

the
haved

arried
Western
ineteenth-

cal A
N rleania
mmt

e

One gannot help pondering how teen-aged Llncoln
leans Young sin n like him (not t
glven this city rious reputation

Wcondemnations city’s wickedn

y literature. A visitor in 1823 wrote,

ght h
n

entlo
gho

ound

Bb—

€

s of hu-
any merican
1ts] pro igacy of manners

is place has
7

as with discourseo-

1tutes, “Prostitytion of
Dlsregard of ab-
Vagrants am thers.
New Orleans s Babel
. this modern Go a8
Sodom’s variousggiquities was
and anonymity. atboatmen,
thI‘l from the moth ives, sisters,

course exposed
disease, and want,
has been said abo

. debauchery, and
nce been called tll

'

b
Oo\~
s &,
QA

more tlﬁ) rn So
An anonym ooklet catalogue

titled “Extent of Licentiousness,

Wives,” Girls Hired As

bath,” ighting,” Dr1n

The held back when

of al els, this Sodom o

ouse
aracte

od
t enticed visitor; ind
ersection of deg'& portun

ce from home meaWy a sep

’. 217. Timothy Flint, Recollectio QLMI Ten Years .
(Boston: Cummings, Hillard, and C

t

alley of the Mississippi
826), 305, 309.
218. Anonymous, New Orleans As It Is: Its Manners and
ed for the Publisher,” 1850), 6.

s (“By a Resident, Print-

\“

Q
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N
g
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104 Lincoln in New Orleans

and aunts of their @tic ii\@lder ﬂatboatmelﬁ lamented this

separation, yout led d at least one w: eloquently on it:
Men t toget om all parts of thﬂed States and
the world with ther [sz rious manners

and unre ed by the presencg offifemale influance

nking, f1ght1ng, ronizing the cityz indu
nfairly branded atmen with th reputa w

roup in the city wed their uptowg Wpding h

rget of criminal &givity. “[T]he flat- per tly

elevee. .. are t s of sharpers b and ro and

murderers at night,” reported Bee a few years inc econd
151t not the slightest ggecaution is used.”*?° A visitor flnrs ear-
her ed seeing ﬂatboa@ed as hucksters s pigpens,
mu , coopers sho 7221 Others dis long “line

to mention

o bhng—shops for y the flatboats

atmen themselvgs, who, by one hyp nt, numbered

\ 0 or 6000” duri springtime p the entire city’s

° pulatlon) 22 Ge nd Lincoln hkely iness along the
'~

harf—mdeed ghout the city, on Sugdays. “This place is one
O of the worst I itnessed,” wrote newc a few years earlidt§
b ¢ “the chief am nts are gamblin - .. quarrels and
murders are frequent here.”?? Another, ng in 1828, obs
’. “the coffee-htWBes, grog-shops, #he est #s [drinking holes] .. .
A were openggs usual [on Sunda i music, accompa with
Q [singing]wunded in almost Ndlrec .. To anew co . this
” ' b
cquess, “Journals of vy C@ ‘
INew Orleans Bee, 280, b the Patriot and Eagle (Patriot @)emacmt, Hart-
T), August 8, 1835, p. 2
% 1. Journal of Wel . Gre -*duced in Belng ournal of a Quaker
erchant Who Visited N.CVin 1 s-Picayune, Octob 1921, section four,
1and 6.
222. Stuart, Three Years in Non‘bAmermz 2:232. #
223. “Extract of a Letter from an Emigrant in New- s, Newburyport Herald

(Newburyport, MA), October 17, 1817, p. 3, c. 2.

&

e a sce traordmary nove, d is probably one”
best plmr a man to acqulb owledge of huma
219 lb m

ht include gam , sharping (chea t gx



The 1828 Experience 105

appears very shocl@24 r@ man reported,&ing establish-
ments are coinin ey; onopolize the cgrs of every square;
whole rows of t may b , and new ones are
springing up e ay.?

While &establi
district catﬂ i

“the Sw, )1t wa
the upt atboa

nts were scattered & ywide, one particular
to boatmen and transients. Nic ed
ed about a doze cks straight inlaw

rf, where Julia a rod streets peter.
t-over backswargn.”>* This wasteland

eanians did no t in their backy
metery was laid ere in 1822; the y tur
rleans (New Bags anal followedai 2; Ch
ellow fever pati ame in 1835. G rks, e

owns, and stable uld later find 3
t comes as no sme that the flathFatri®

uity ended up here as well, witli¥1 a stone’s throw & g
#few erson descriptio this loathsome di survive;“@count
'\ deri om a reminiscerﬁ the 18205—30£rted i . “The
Sw ” it explained, “ great rendezvou he f1 tmen, and
h&hey reigned supremi® the city police r@ carin vade those
¢ cts. . ..” The Sykmp, like Bourbon oda ed some visi-
\ , but enticed others™®The captains oérs o atboats were of

° e more provident(tf’ and generally avo

the t, “but the hired

land.” The acc Swa aracters:

? oud 1°er Colby, adame @.\t 50 wi
4 kept a boarding house ravan

§ @1 as the “Sure Enu 1,7 t
Q ied as a saloon, w, gamblj

and 200 pounds,

n “The Swamp,"
floor of which w

om just behind. T|

he boys, and sh

woman was a gr orit

ell] by their patronéhe re e saloon to two M
rothers by the n Co one of whom degi faro,

w whilst the othe;a@d th 27 °

4224. Sealsfield, American!s Tml’lét&

(7

225. “Life in New Orleans,” O, sman (Columbus),
226. Some historians situate “The Swamp” closer to the
with the generalized gambling and drinking that occurre
227. Whitney, “Flatboating Days,” Times-Democrat, Ju

847,p.3,c. 2.
perhaps conflating it
the flatboat wharf.
1883, p. 5, c. 5.
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IS en seldom caré ave their money” gad “usuafliz stayed here until the
O ~ had spent or ga the results of t ip aw en left for home é
¢ described somew s °



106 Lincoln in New Orleans

Did Lincoln partal@Ne ans’ opportunitie escapism? More
than a dozen co ora incoln’s youth cied that Abraham
not only esche coho avoided its affilj vices as well, even

when intervie ressec@salacious details. {lliffbis neighbor William
G. Greene Nout of@ ay to declare Lincoln “entirely fiee from the

vices [of] rufiging afte men[,] Drinking@giskey or playing of
Money. ‘wondered how In] could be so e

popula

“I never Saw
)

d ed re i ink.
eve , had no desire ft
inkin 730 Other neig . however, allo
i

ncoln] took his dram as Evet¥body did at that

#was a temperate.?!
'~ ding women, mc@ormants peggzc& erry shy
M Ladies,” perhapgording to one, “

a ance and his warel¥ apparel.” One a ered him as
¢ < Wian of strong paskion for woman—{ ce Kept him
\ @\ seduction—thi d many—ma @e man who in-
o rviewed those in nts in 1866, form&Mlaw pa and biographer
rs mﬂliam H. He harbored a secrgsareason fige such inquiries. In the
O ~ 1880s Herndo tely shared a stor&- aco e that Lincoln
b ¢ once confided im: that around ear 1885-6 Mr. Lincoln we

Beardstown gxois] and during a devilish p had Connection
a

’. : a girl and Cat¥nt the disease” o@\ilis.23 ndon never felt intirely
Q ; G. Greene to Wilp—l. H ;:ovember 27, 1865, @mdon’s

228. er
Informa 2 (emphasis in origi
229, ment, Abner Y. Ellis lliam ndon, January 23, 18 Herndon’s

, 170.

obert L. Wilson to m H. on, February 10, 186 &Hemdon’s In-
o@s, 205; see also Loﬁ* arren, Lincoln’s Youth: Indiana Yeéfuen to Twenty-
*1816—1830 (Indianapolis; ¥ndiana historical Society Press, 1955 reprinted 2002),
70<171.
g231. Interview, Davidﬁla itfiam H. Herndon,@ember 15, 1865, in
erndon’s Informants, 121. w\,
232. Statement, Abner Y. Ellis, January 23, 1866, and 1 w, David Davis, Sep-

tember 20, 1866, both with William H. Herndon, in Her nformants, 170 and 350.
233. As quoted and interpreted by Douglas L. Wilson r’s Voice: The Transforma-

&
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confident or comfo@ with

good reason: Li fut rriage and famil
such an allegati hat, y, dalliances Li
in at Beardsto r else e is impossible t

contemporaner rec

have every gigson to b
ner in leans
famous red re t and discipline

- N
An&isitive g man like Linc@ith three weeks

NeWspapers av:
ays he read the
ck home; his

S
was a Constant @r [of newspaper
the ygars of 1827-28-29-30.7%* Unlike Indiana’s pa
i , Louisiana Court
s—ran in French

irst-person evid
ice and Gentry

¢ in Nﬁdeans—the Bee,
'\ M.

e Advertiser, and o

e
S 23 Competitionfraged among their
« aper Row” of the mid-antebellum

inting out the othegfierrors and inconsi
s appeared un

gularly,” and mi
ere not: the vagt
commercial a isements carried o
reports, shi news, lottery

agaouncem
plagiarized articles, bad poetryI s&xental

m Lincoln (New Yor ed
rview, Sarah Bush Liflcoll, by
nformants, 107.

prity
from

tion of-
23
Her
nly partially can we gory
o ew Orleans Bee a rleans Arg

but only a few earl

tory and exclude

incoln drunk, vio
¢ he behaved in ore level-headedrman-
most boatmen. an, throughout ife,

3

enever their own,
Omal dailies shar, ewsstands with “Eufopean,

hem

K01998), 127-129.
1~ H. Herndon, Septe ,

107

om his book, for
seemly contradict
may have indulged
but given that zero
sit, reckless, or lewd, we

leasure and ind

fEach
es, a
coml

r reveled in
d indignantly
s’ pages.?** The
thern and West-
eir own content.?7
y edition compri
previous day. M
runaway slave notiyss,
s, patronizing mgral les-

¢

1865, in

ti

(0)

y all editions

coln might have read;
survive for mid-Ma ugh early June

, and even fewer

ditions@Qf the Louisiana Courier rem
f the Louisiana Adver
236. For examples that appeared d coln’s second visi@ The Argusvs. The
rgus,” New Orleans Bee, June 9,

.2,¢ 1, and a plagj

May 26, 1831, p. 2, c. 1 and June 4, p. 2, c. 1.
237. “Globe Coffee House,” New-Orleans Directory
Adems Paxton, 1830), unpaginated opening section.

g situation in ibid.,

&f& er (New Orleans: John

&

3
N
g
v
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sons, freaky anecd mic political edit —unchecked by
i j objectivity—filf&khe rest of a typical

four-page, half- lish edition of a 1828 New Orleans
newspaper.

There orialize about in thg spring of 1828. A con-
currence o olitics particularﬁmical that seasgmlust
weeks e r defeated Anath: eychaud in the I-
leans m ten council seat: t before voters. om- m
peted fo h the U.S. presi campaign—a ingi
rema i controversial 1 election, in whi CStC]\

n a plurality of b e popular and ejgroral vo
ne-party field, hn Quincy A tained
ongress hande n the final seleg Subﬁgnt

sa ergence of a morfiggnageable two-pacfVliystem. 8,
son d the Democrati@ly ticket while repres@ the
ational Kepublican Party (foréMinner of the Whig@iirty, a er the

Q he year 1828 al the first elec-
t which presidentiai®®iectors were selec y vot hite males,
et

¢ s—rather than b the legislature, t in ublic interest
\ e contest.?3® Ev y in the sprin ﬁl press featured
o sequious encomi sarcastic diatribes, S&i s, or scandalous
O rs Qllegations spanbnultiple columr;ﬁe m:%famous—the “coffin
~ hand bills,” whi cused Andrew of ing several militj
b ¢ men executed r his command aé%the wgt—Ccirculated throug
the city withifi"@yys of Lincoln’s visit.*** New s in the red-hot
’. : ical year of 1828 might well h$ Abra incoln his first massive
daily dosagg of passionate po pinj 52 newspapers, br&des,
Q bills, ora@, and overheard ersations:
N per articles publisigdurin
inter . the curious, thgfdfjturbifl the poignant. €ss, re-
por e Bee, debated g dition to the So ea, to es-
tam1 trade routes an orat aid the whalin ustry. The

prepared for Meditio! against the Turks, the Nether-

#Repu Party). Jackson’sgggroic defeat of the Bg ish at Ne ans in
'\ 181 made him a nati ero with muchgxuppo t did not
spafifim vociferous ene

s negotiated wigh Gytema ut “cutting a canal to unite the Gulf

alities (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 199 —228.
239. Ibid., 220.

238. Joseph G. Tregle Jr., Louisiana in the Age of. ]ackson.#of Cultures and Person-
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ific @ a story of parti$interest to New

ha f even greater r nce was an article

of combining th m engine with the
loaded carriages ragged along by one
¢ of 25 miles within gwo hours.” The reporter

changing the di es of places,” thisgnyen-
nearer to each ot]ﬁ41

The 1828 Experience

of Mexico with th
Orleans shippin
on the recent E
rail road,”

little steam

t of bringing all

Ind

mused, [w&ut inr
tion waa e the

g technology o ance
sparked entrepre 1 imaginations th sides of the ic.
succe intro to the trans-A chian West wo v
col ue t1 e opportunity t professionally i the 1

itical r
othe e that would pla mportant role i oln’s @e,
navj , ran regularly in Orleans paper ng t ies
re th ges of the sprin high water wit by Li@ and
t is news:
' QIaw has been intr into Congress, a . . pass
ouse of Represe s, allowing the P es of 1 e,
St Mary, St. Mar ry...to our

nav1gat10n with the Mississippi. . . .2*
\ t article foretol e circa- 183OS (o CIQ the Red River
O g jam and open ul igation throughout®he Mis pi, Atchafalaya,
rs nd Red River r —a move that d pro n time, economicall
O beneficial but gically dange
b On anoth ic that would g~ y in Lincoln’s fu
there was th ry picked up from the Lond urier:

[A small schooner cameg
00 slaves. .
ale and female b
t capture and to li

m/vo hundred of the
Noln did not haxe to ?ansp(&

240. New Orleans Bee, May 12 @ 3,
241. “Rail Roads,” ibid., May 29, ,
242. Ibid., May 16, 1828, p. 3, c. 2.

243. Ibid., June 2, 1828, p. 3, c. 2.

g cha y a ship of war, to p@
s e captain had tlu

mself mentally to Qa to imagine

c. 3- 4, May 13%. 3,c.2.

\m@
Q



110

the machinations
raise his eyes fr
runaway notices

tugitives. eir
known to hﬁ ry, but
have re incol

1
only gu eir
creatures hunted

and influenced

did affect him: °

, and caught,” Li

W unrewarded toi

d ing one-word nameg
lféﬁively, those Wh(ﬁe to flee that spri ay
0

7246

fess I hate to se
wrote many year;
* Among the slav

ck to them )
1s Ne eans visit was (a
ro wenilly Nancy,” who “ha abit of

ng to the mastew
sellin

i e breast, a fearf .
it,”a 39-year-old Arfi§jgan negro,
an the other.

creole Negress

Lincoln in New Orleans

ot even have to

page abounded in
urrent newspapers,
familiarity with the
and physical scars are

nscience in way: can
poor
«
,a
the

spectlw)

one

#Fren Spanish,” but tqgautsmart her master
'~ sail tains not to “haq said slave.”* (O ter, a lo-

ther slender, but
egro Boy by the na
nly” also took
uette of St. C

o)

N
y 5 Other a
Q

249. Ibid., May 9 and

cal t convicted thre lack sailors of h
ing them with an 1i¥¥fossible-to-pay tw,

n prison.?*¥) Youths such as the mula

made . . . very,
PHILIP, aged ab

2" and the “creole
o speaks French

*The pursuers nots men: Madame Rou-
Street in the F&rg offered ten doll

T
for the return r “creole Negrewed C%edme; 5 feet 2 inch
height, frenigzasure, she is of a large face, i
ere posted by ru, lers

were run s, and alerted cit rib
to their mrs. One jail ann ment

descri ypical rural AmeriQgfamil

g O AN
., Abraham Lincoln t@!a F@ August
/

. New Orleans Bee, May g%and aft rds, 1828, p. 4

6. New Orleans A
247. New Orleans Bee,
248. Ibid., May 12, 1828, p. 3

13,1 afterwards,

afterwards, 1828, p. 1, c. 6; New Orleans Argus, May 30, 1
250. New Orleans Bee, June 3, 1828, p. 3, c. 4.

wker of goods.™

uspected their prisoners
e hope of retumi&hem

West Feliciana wed to
fPhe day—“Jim, % ny his

24, 1855, E&l[m‘ed Works,
,c 2.

p-1,c.

,¢. 3

2,c.6.

ay 9 amq'/ s, 1828, p. 4
afterwards, 1828, p. 4, c. 3; Nfﬁm Argus, May 13 and

&

N

v



ogged. He begged to be heard, which being granted, he as
'\t

L

&
..QA

\ Qmeen the runaw &rts and the jaile we ouncements re-
° al rding the comm@of slaves. New Oric@s bei South’s busiest
(SN
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@t and Martha, [&ave on each a

ret has on a pair oes, and Martha a
, Jim has a good shirt, drab planta-

calico dress, red
small head dres

loons, and a v brimmed hat”?*! ept for the fact that,
legally spe ed an unclaimed—p‘)perty notice. Another

jail ad frorﬁ unintentionally i@ggned the very r it
sought y ing the detained sl s “much scarred the
whip.”? etime jailed runaways ed again: two m fled m
the Jefferson Pari 1 near the uptow, boat wharf arou e til\
Linc

ncy

o

gro in Jamaica wa d for theft, and ed to

if white man buy,
‘ 00?” “Well,” said t
Mungo, “is my

m toolem, and yet he

en goods, why he g no flo
ge, “so he would.” * den,
he buy [s]tollen goods, he kne

”254
y me.

ave marketpla coln would have heen exp to more slave tradin
here than in an r place in the ? y of e, even more so
cause springti arked the peak ~ com

season. Most sl

changed ow 1a two primary paths: maste ately transacting
individual bu§¥¥s, and auction h publi andling the transaction
with a grogg of buyers. Advert ts f¢ vended privatelyd g mas-

ters read the same cadeb d ton modern classifi : ba-

sic spe tions, unctuous a nces lity, potential

master, just

couc silver linings, anfagpoint act, all set withi conomy

of T A “good and pr eg . American by bifh;*ut is per-

fe cclimated to this ry, i%rs of age, and s the French
da ge” went on th

et diiectly from the home
’. 251. New Orleans Argus, May 1 @

Qterwards, 1828, p. Lgc. 28
252. Ibid., May 20 and afterwards, 1828, p. 3, c. 1. Q

253. Ibid., May 13 and afterwards, 1828, p. 1, c. 5.
254. Ibid., June 7, 1828, p. 2, c. 5. m

<

nd Ge cked; one was nf John, the other ha
A serigtive re'a@«: Lincoln, peer@nto the day-to-d orkin%
thgganstitutio slavery for the fj me, might hay ciated
Wtory published a the day he and ry dxed
<0
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9

at the time that Li% an (@y landed.> A amed Justin was
offered “For Sale ir kweeks later, follovg ortly by a deal for
a “likely Negro D236 d reads like a cg porary garage sale,
except for its h chat 6

y] 14% .. at4 0’ @ the afternoon,
, between Royal a@nbon streets, near”
illlbe sold] an assort Household Furnj
of Beds, Tables, So rn_,ooking—Glalces [sb m
ate, &c. ALSO, HE SAME PL/W \

ren. ITIONS—the fi re cash down, th ily

%ﬁc tidh houses engage milarly detac matt ¢fact c

guage 1ir describing slaves, Mid so with far g freq and a o
ofti se of official sanctign than individual sellers. It is n ciden- ~

S #fcal t@e city’s premier auction house, ett’s €, OC-

~ CW e busiest intersegugrl of the city’s mos ine&ughfare: m

C es Street, w
$ the “Broadwaygyt New Orleans and ort o &ion—
able of the Gq r Shopping and adint| InfChartres
o 1ty. The popula-

o Street I s fine people of the
V' tion cons the Fashionables. . hartr eet is also the
O ~ promen the fashionable Prgisitlte, W@nts along in ¢
¢ her ga appings, the subje! aze at ark of all who
resor°his famous Street.?*® m O

Q On the m’nriver/lakeside gs Street at the ﬁouis

r of C
intersefi@@h stood a two-stor ck edbwith arched o , a tile
roof, stucco exterior, i al Spanish coloni Creole
styl side operated fa ewlett’s Exchange, serving the

m@ed white male ?t~ i 11 its business an sure needs.

ct1
ot
€
4255. New Orleans Bee, ay 10, 18 5(:. 4, Q

256. New Orleans Argus, May fterwards, 1828, pii ; ibid., May 30 and

n
men

afterwards, 1828, p. 2, c. 5.
257. New Orleans Bee, May 12, 1828, p. 3, c. 4.
258. Davidson, “Journey Through the South in 1836,” w

&
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Gaudy décor and @ati us@sions to greatnessgigantic paint-

ings of Washingt dN , spoke to the asgfifjions of owner John
Hewlett’s client ere t istocracy and th ardly mobile gath-
ered to buy, se cuss, socialize, dine, , gamble, and board.

Everything consti property in antebellum Southern society—

, equipment, win niture, and blaclwple

land, house%ssels, c
of both rs and possible age and balgground—changed
at He xch (Horses, mules, carriages, needi

space, were by la ioned on a lot 1 one block away,

writterig few ye r Lincoln’s visi ests to the Exch im]\
g v ¢ O

Hew}@Ws Exchange is upo rtres Street. It i~ that
« ts do most congr > In it [there are] &tions of ¢
avé) Lots do take plac 10 AM. 3 P. isa scenm

ultuous confusion hich all the busi profes

sional men of the City engage. It seems to be the Soul of Q

# leans. . . 2 ¢

/

\ ]ust‘New Orleans rarQas the nation’s busimll slave-, g city, so
i €

d@ewlett’s Exchang as New Orleag€¥husiest mart. Visi-
¢ new about “the ®xchange”; it appe the a Ium tourism
\ #t—see list along he levee, mark e-g cemeteries, and
° adroon balls. “H o] does not visit 1 not [ to have] seen all
S af New Orleans; te the previously guoted sightseer.?! Many visitors
O bravely, if hesit wandered in durg e mi auction-block ri
b als, and some em documente(!ﬁcta ey witnessed. T
ard Strutt Abdy,

opposing slag such as English abolitionis

’. : phasized the rading banalitie e inst n:

@ for sale at New Orl re p%xposed at the mar ‘
ction-room; the nged side, and the wo
n the other. Purc arei'n a‘abit of examini
outh and the limbs esa ~ that a horse is subj
o the scrutinising of t . The joints are tright, and
w turned, to see i\ re stro d supple. Should ck,
gZSQ “An Ordinance Mn&e, horses, mules, or animals, carriages,
gs, carts, drays, &c,” February 255 , General Digest of th ances and Resolutions
of the Corporation of New-Orleans (New Orleans: Jerome Bay, 31), 121.

260. Davidson, “Journey Through the South in 1836, phasis added).
261. Ibid., 358.

&

3
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114 i
or shoulder@ny t}@t of the body, ex¥it marks of
frequent o re fl the “animal” is se; e, as rebel-
lious and ctory. tagge a week, an exhibi takes place,
during Qeason; he human cattle a@'aded through
the decen ssed, and in regular Y98 to attract cus-
tom§ 3

Other D. Davidson, d

ambiva é

surprised Davi
toward the lattgy
Bell recount

¢ s of the auctioggblock, denied the
\ cribe their persp s, left preciou
O e, eighty-six-ye Frank Bell inte ed i
ntly “cheerful and unconcgrned” demeano
O as a technique t ipul ster-slave relatio
b ir, I’ t several slaves soog

Lincoln in New Orleans

opp

etter treatment¥; ir, I's

ma new] master on t mb em they have goo
r. [But my] maste ept megin €hains cause I'se di

ike he want me. . .. er he s unk and he was

m shoot several me '~
;n on the re;

70
87.
263.

264.
Composite Autobiography, Second Supplemental Series, Te

238.

rratives, vol.

Davidson, “Journey Throu&outh in 1836, 359,
Interview, Frank Bell, by B. E."Davis, Septembelﬁ% American

g’!OI’C

L

ortunity

tigns for posterity.
, seemed to ex-

r (which

Boy oh !oy they would *c@d holl laugh cause they‘

@Abdy based his el rts of another travchring 1833-34.
wrd Strutt Abdy, Journal gr% Reside#Qgand Tour in the United Statesof North America:
q April, 1833, to O, 34 (C e, England: ]ohnwray, 1835), 3:12-13,

Slavery: A
02T, 237-

4

ee children sellﬁ \
« @

3
N
v
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%265 . Interview, Sarah As!y, by,F.
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Another slave per
ley, who rememb,
named Henry
New Orleans

called Ashl

n blofk? fiHe buy up lots ’ gers 1’ sell ‘em,” re-

&
ly wa ate’. My uder two Q 'n’ my fadder was 0
man, er know he name, j abama. I stay wid
dey put me up o

e up dere anyway. ol’ me 'n’ my two si

assum, I knows }é done on de bloc de bla

chained an’ all da e wuz stripped off dey
m ‘em ready fer de block. Dey all, chillun,

1na

ter stan’ on a l&vooden block, lak ps an’

¢ saws he me V... De folks [ v‘b buy de

o niggers, roun’ an’ pinch you, o feel body all
er scars an’ see yousgot any en bones "fore

ffen any ob de n#% dor’ %er take deir ¢
oberseer, he g1t lack n’ cut’em up

ober, an’

During the weeks of Lincoln’s Ei@ctioiEQLe Carpentier, laac L.

McCoy, gossy, and others ed t bidding, which rom
late mo through mid-afj on. T slaves went on t ck—
“all fi nds, full guara —as L, and Gentry t
doc id-May.?” A fe 1 abriel, creole, 1 years;
Ma merican negro gi 4@ and Marie, age years, with

h ee children, N’g uise, an
1

N

e, June 10, 1937, can Slavery: A Com-
site Autobiography, Second Supp 1 Series, Texas Narratives, vol. 02T, 87-88.
266. Interview, Silvia King, by P. W.Davis, 1937, Americ ery: A Composite Auto-
biography, Second Supplemental Series, Texas Narratives, , 2224,

267. New Orleans Argus, May 13 and afterwards, 1828

e oq om ninety-thre r-old Sara Ash-
& t at age five by inerant speculator

as an oved from her sippi home for the

ey te " Georgy [Georgia nk dey pay bout a n w

r-c an Silvia King (v&s told by her m s that
orn in in 1804) told a viewer in 1937@ ip..
s country to New Orleans a r I wuz put on ck angl&” She

ator’s fo’ five ’r’ ten year. m
block 'n’ bi off. Dat was in N ins. I was scare’ w I\
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9

order stemming frc@aw uwthe renowned J cDonogh (later

the benefactor of ty’s school system).? robate auction the
next day set fo Francoise, Maric®ose, Josephine, and
Joseph—with On May 23, ano ourt of Probate sale

involved w who w either Creole (Louisjana born) nor American

(born dom&a ly out ate). They were ibed as 0

@ egress aged about #Mgears . . . with her t
ren . . rmaine, a Congo i s aged about 60 b

Marie, a ¢ egro aged about years.?”

Bor Afric

A expeti
t
eMo giend proved to be

twengy-nine-year-old Mary, “a

guarantee,” was The next day, at 4§:30 a.m. ily of ~
,” including twe ne-year-old mul i
wife Matilda, a eir two-year-old ) cam or bids.

ectively around
d first-hand the
al slave trading

, 1768, and 18 ese t

rst rate cook, wa

rate

¢ Henry is intelljgent, speaks English Qench,
\ ¢ house servant&tilda understan ewollsy parsing, a
o : plain cook, ashing and ironi y hav brought

up in Ne ns, and are consequently acclimated.
:30 a.m. timeilbs fift -old bricklayer Fgi=

b tune and his witd§ydia, plus thirty-TiWy-year- yrum, who “has
employed in p Factory.” At ngan, it was een-year-old Luci
,. turn. All four quctions within th y-min indow, determingng the
fate of sey@individuals, were ed same auctioneer, L.
Q McCoy.zmlventeen—year—ol arles (5 of the vices an ladies
prescri y the law; said n as be years in the ¢ ) is very
intelligadt, and fit for a rei forty-year-old N ere auc-
tion June 2 and 4.7 e 10, three slave at Hewl-

 /
Ibid., p. 1, c. 2. ~

9. Ibid., May 22 aﬁvards, .4, c. 2.
270. Ibid., May 15 and att€rwar 8/.1,c. 3.
271.1bid., May 29 and afterwar ,P- 2, c. 6;ibid., M nd afterwards, 1828,

p- L
272. New Orleans Argus, May 24 and afterwards, 1828@ . 6; ibid., June 3, 1828,

p-3,c. 1L

&
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ett’s, one “with a ca@on se,” another “wit back broken.”?”?
If we make the ¢ ativ ion that the B Argus auction ads
comprehensivel blic slave-auctio scene, then at least
thirty-one slav , were traded at rner of Chartres and

St. Louis dN
We ca am Lincoln meen’car}f evid in
the cro uction room of tt’s Exchange. C er,
howeve i ces: (1) Many visfo) in this era madeent of
i Street, whose infrsection with St. Lo reet\
i i med the premie me
i ssroads that wa Orle
stionably the ci @
, furthering its

hosted at least lave trade per oint
seven slaves changed owners within forty minutes, i nty of

ity to witness an jon. (4) Lincoln h§' self wrot 860 of

#oppo
havi eans” e on this

'~ en “slavery and s markets [in] Ne

late&‘ A reasonable co ing-of-dots leads thidesear posit that
mn probably visited lett’s Exchange with probability,

¢ E itness to one o‘me of the aforem d sla ded there.

O o - <

O 'g)ther intriguesaugh perhaps no distlme—enticed the visjs
tor into New s’ narrow s'cree‘&k anon s crowds. The n\e
b notable sight , of course, lay oncWhile do&iver from the fl@

de of the foot of

wharf, wher hing steamboatsgocked eit,

y. Street. May and June 1828 saw a of 149 boats arrive at tfe Port
Nee p arther downrive ked
Q i i nal t fully rigged o going

, Spna nd more mane e brigs

~hich a total of 18 ed dur-
&8
3. New Orleans Ar; 14 an*ards, 1828, p. 1, c.
274. Abraham Lincoln t Alcw ilton Stephens, J 19, 1860, in Some
7

ncoln Correspondence with Southe ers before the Outbreal orene Civil War, from the
Collection of Judd Stewart (New York: J. Stewart, 1909), 8.

275. Computed from New Orleans Price-Current compilagaans; reproduced in “Month-
ly Arrivals,” 182629, New-Orleans Directory & Register ( , unpaginated appendix.

&

- Q

v



118 Lincoln in New Orleans

Nearly as inter as h ping activity wa exotic cargo they
unloaded. A Cub oo Vlng on May 26,Qexample, unloaded
pineapples, pla )1 ges and mangoe ese delicate tropical
fruits, rarely se coun ere all con31gned rious local merchants
in a city th do ¢ the nation’s tropicalitruit industry for over a
century to those merchant rated on Levee a ew
Levee North and Soutﬁers) streets, whiﬁere
lined w. oods and equiprfler}y stores. Others, p larly

arcade at St. Anr@et and frult—and able s

at i For retail shops s, and profess ces t
(@res , majestic Roy, d wide-open C eets,
ravier, Camp, an Charles in the urg S
thouses ther Bourbon, Ro ndé, Ca—
nal and other streets in both th ld City and St. The of the
Old nd St. Mary, an rly all of faubourgs Tremé a rlgny,
w te with the hum ottages of the W& class,
municipal and jous structures, t agnificent

gh-around-the-e lace d’Armes a
Church, and regfory. What Lincoln ot h n is the Jack-
Square we kno ay: the renova ek rQstyle St. Louis
-brick Pontalba buriflings, t nsard roofs and

do and Presbyte nd th ndscaped square with

the Andrew Ja statue, all postd 1ncol its by over two
cades. Nor wo incoln have seeﬁ~1ro 1er1es for whic
French Qua ould later gain fame: iron- technology app

in the city arolind the time he isited, did not manifegt itself
in frilly ns until around Tllyst@Mggns in Lincoln b and
ephemer mit an anachro y gr lly depicting yo bra-
ham b h iron-lace gallerl the F° Quarter. In fa e time
of higidlits, only narrow 3ba sh s conies with sim rought—
iron ilevers and raili per floors of to niiouses and

st uses.
w;y trips to the !~ t co ntrys1de beckoned m 181tors New
s offered contvrvme ss the M1ssrss1pp1 to Algiers, where

276. Cargo Manifest 56, Schooner recian, from Havana ) landing in New Or-
leans May 26, 1828, Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Ne ans, 1820—1902, micro-
film M259, roll 7, New Orleans Public Library.

&
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? / Ret
\ olled the brack

¢ p ct [and] fine fish.” he spectacle of
\ ; tropical salt watgt under a springtim

The 1828 Experience 119

boat-building, boi
That trip might

aki ,@ other shipping&cries operated.
ad §\ ar appeal to Lin@, recalling his own
e

ferrying experie on th io River. Back o ast bank, sightse-
ers could strol Bayo d out to the planfitiéns and gardens along
Bayou St. J~nd th ining Metairie and Usentilly roads, visit the
picturesqu malod turning basm Carondelet Ca nd
investig ¢ famo, ove-ground ceme s, which were tow

tractio as t re now. A day o the Lake Po tram m
shore—five miles ht north—beca ore accessible in s
as seciin this i n, which appe in the local new r w\

Lin and G

arrived:

m Noti ake Bathers. T bscrlber informs ath—
e mle has repaired th road, and that it now be
d night and day wij danger.?””
Awaiting bathers at the lakesh was Harvey Elki ubh ouse,
bu11t§rev1ous year at t you St. John outl
om the City . . ; g the scorchmg

to offer “ eeable
f our, er sun.”

y’s “salubrity . . ess of 4. - . beautiful

ham n frolicking

al one associ-
with his flatbo to New Orlea it is ({poYible one.

anlieue—that 1is,

ready-famous mette battlefiel

o Q So too is th rio of his explorin
O '~ he city’s downr utskirts, compris res ay neighborhoods o

s &
3

Marigny, Byw: ower Ninth y en route to the g
mile . There, on Januazgas,

1815, Maj. Andrew Jackson and his fa “ragtag” local

routed professional British troo isively ng the War of 1 2 and

any furt nglish antagoni ts f olony. The end na-
tional fa ]ackson’s victor, e Bat New Orleans, co with
his cu presidential can. and estern origi t well

have ated Lincoln a ntr ~s1t the battleﬁel 0 many
oth itors did. Jackso self paigned in N rleans only
fo@xonths prior, ir the nth anniversary e battle.?”

!’7 New Orleans Ar; 13 an%«ards, 1828, p. 2
278. Conseil de Ville, Ses 827, p. 11 of mic #90-223, AB301,

OPL-LC; “Pontchartrain Retre -Orleans Directory zster (1830), unpagi-
nated opemng section.
279. “Gen. Jackson at New Orleans,” Connecticut Hera, w Haven), February 5,
1828, p. 2.
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all the European nations, Creoles, all the intermixtur
S egro and Indian blgod;'the moody and r;l&

\ ¢ a sample, in s
O Q “Americans, Emv, French, Scotch,
O A

120 Lincoln in New Orleans

Years earlier in In@ Li c@xad read Williav&nshaw’s Histo-

ry of the United w maxes with the ph at Chalmette.
Years later, Lin dvoca resolution in th ois state legislature
to commemor he vicfoffof New-Orleans, the military fame of

Gen. Jacks 1d never find in hissheart to support him as

en, heard, smel nd tasted a leve ult
eans that he w xperience nowhe e for

Qty exhibits the gr ariety of costu foreignm
ers; krench, Spanish, Po ese, Irish [and] c@ on pe

‘ the inhabitants of anish provinces, a
of boatmen, “hal e and half alligatges

m guages are spoken here, than in any towm
of every thing.?®!
aniarc!g, edes, Germans,

Timothy Flint d ed the diverse nity a
quite appropriz?mluded flatboat the di

* - & @

rish, Italians, lhns, Creoles, Indi Neg Mexicans, and Bra-
zilians,” marve:‘ . D. Arfwedsc? &:w Or&’ ethnic diversit@
pued:

tew years after oln’s visits. He c<~

Thisaure of languagesﬁmes, z@anners, rendered O

the scene one of the most sj hatI e tnessed. . .. [They
f@d altogether such &(ing ast, that it was not
1

itel extraordinary to fj em upgled 1n one single point.
e is a place [repreggnting] the sion of tongues
ower of Babel, it ceffaifly is rleans.?®

@:eph Holt Ingra}la@ho ave crossed pat Flint and

!!0. “Remarks [of A Lincoqinois Legislature cerning Commemo-
tion of the Battle of New Urleans, #liiwo#State Register, Jan , 1841, in Collected

orks, 1:226.

281. Flint, Recollections of the Last Ten Years, 308. q

282. C. D. Arfwedson, The United States and Canada in 833, and 1834 (London:
Richard Bentley, 1834), 2:56 (emphasis added). %

&
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Arfwedson, bore v@s t2 t@me phenomena $me away with

similar impressio

[T]ruly, New- ns represent every&r city and na-

tio rth. I kS8 of none where is co ated so greata
ecies, of every languafe and colour. Not

ell known Europe Asiatic countries 0
, Lascars, Maltes
South America

asionally Persians
e Islands of the sb m
landers, and, for aj know to the contw \

Jew Gentiles, the Fr i
nd American, of ditions and oc S. ..
a hubbub! what a mblage of strans, of thm
representatives of distinct“people! What a conts
# bd deformity, of vulgggity and good-breedingl What a co
'~ ‘ on of costumes . . .w é
¢ \m nearly all sectionsae city exhibited ic, raci
r

us diversity, thegonstitutions and p ns of|
\ d spatially. Cat —including whi eoles; “foreign
o nch” from Fran Haiti; and Span atin American,
alian, and othef§ grants—predominated in the lower half of the Old
O e City and the lo nlieue. (Only a f; onths e Lincoln’s arriv:
Spanish colonig's, who had been “ d fro xico” after its in
b pendence, argmgd’in significant numbefs at t &/ver city.?®) Prot

the other hand, getiCr-
ty, throughout Fgtibourg
pments of Dupl 7 So-

let, La . Are r the flatboat wh tend-
ed to i i alth e main influxes ish and
would not arrive etd until the 1830s nslaved

eanwhile, wer %ugh the city proftilgguously,” as
wspaper put it,% hy driVen by masters’ de@o keep their
4283. Ingraham, Sout/)—#e! bya 1, 9.

284. Henry Didimus (Henry urell), New Orlean ound It (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1845), 29-30.

285. Conseil de Ville, Session of March 1, 1828, p. 199 o 'ofilm #90-223, AB301,
NOPL-LC.

&



122 Lincoln in New Orleans
domestic slaves ha @ble.286 A small n\$ of Jews lived in
a dispersed patte j with a congregaﬁuntil 1828, when
a leader filed fo o create the city’ permanent Jewish
organization. i hangari ChassedGiites of Mercy) would
also form t wish congregation qutside the original thir-

teen coloni equest appeared #ghe local newspap re-

exp ing the lower citym w

m er of French and o erican inhabitant ugh-
e me [throughout a ew Orleans]; but rench ¢

$
/

S
3

&
..QA

Tﬁrancophone storOpers filled their
‘ '. a

here] almost al -post
d very many of t -keepe
are unable to speak English.
e '

the French langua

dazzling array of notions and curigsi
likes of which a time country vi imagine back
me. Fine clothin ported from Bri sibly made from
OOtton previous ed through New Orleans, could be bought at 50
Toulouse Street, ewton’s (soon to rtres), or at The
dore Nicholet %\;Vhich also offer n spirits. This be
a “wine towna a taste for fine dealers abounde(g
118 Royal, auevee, at 182 R re. Imports came
Havre, Bordeaux, and elsewh ilty the continued mer-
cial and ral relations bet New Orleans. was
also lo rewed rotgut av e ata am shop, or whol from

the m uor store at 24 C

m H
ly %e chain with ou t 33 and
resque, with lonSgarble coun-

edies, half of w caused more

Lincoln, raisew corn and pork,

286. Daily Picayune, “A Kaleidoscopic View of New Orlez”eptembcr 23, 1843, p.

2,c. 3.
287. Stuart, Three Years in North America, 2:235. m

&

t.
i i ity’s prevailing own-Creole/upt ng- m
lo cultural geogr nd the intermix tterns therein. T scri\
tion i of foreignness ich Lincoln wo ve b\
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might have been a@d ‘ @lobe Coffee Hoﬁnouncing that

“A fine green tu ill sed this day; so ady at 11 o'clock;
turtle steaks.”
lomats from nd, F

b
KQ dined at that fa estaurant were dip-
Sweden, N

, Spain, Mexico, Netherlands, Brazil,

all of whorr%erated I ates within a fe s of the Globe’s er-
Chartr:?e xotic foods like ardines, sweetm nd
6

vermic ently off the bri mmerce, were dis d for

ockies—were
store on St. Pe aza.
nded up in any o smoke

as 5 Toulouse, mp, and 36 Magagine. Grais d) and
'\ rriving from Cin ti could be four&ores S harles
By just off Canal t, which maintai n en s rotating

itmn‘y of incoming flad¥at freight: w
¢ FLOUR, Wis‘[sic] .. . first prog Or] m...
: Bacon, com g Hams, Sides an Iders rd, Bees

1n, Brandy

b Byrne’s com with scores of other dry- stores; their ads @
v

newspaper ¢ ns as much as e shops inated the streetscapes
of LeveeﬁxoupitoulaS, and .
g n

of one C Street store—Li
ham’s tion; inside, he co

Nee dle? 30 Levee.
line s, paint, glass, o
vi assware? 46 Ca

about reading m , an alma-

Columbus by Washington o? Benjamin
s on ChartresW\e cit&mier bookseller. Another, William
288. “Foreign Consuls Resident,” New-Orleans Directory @ister (1830).

289. New Orleans Bee, May 29, 1828, p. 3, c. 5.
290. Louisiana Courier, November 13, 1828, p. 3, c. 6. m

&

sale at 56 Gravier. s in municipal m s abounded with fru\
and 1 i h as gombo, thi ith fresh seafoo ut \

Wax . .. ”. Beef, put up at Cincinnati . . .
'~ ... Rye ey ...Sugar. .. Rope; ale by Chas.
Byrne,m orsiere-st.*” ¢
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‘9

McKean’s at 9 Can eet a sed Timothy Fli cently published

Geography and Hi n States (quote ve), in which Lin-
coln could have out t ry ﬂatboatrng ex ce he was living.*?
Theater buffs a afici o0s, and musician t to John Klemm’s at

49 Canal, arte usical instruments and sheet music, includ-
ing “the ad Over , Chorus of ng}#r‘s Waltz and Quigkstep

to the La Blanche, which Tijust played at the ter.

”292

&, for the Pmno

Se sinesses range the mundane
nnounced the m f his “Sulphorow

Barracks, assuri ospective cliengg t [t]he

of white people i lly separate fro

also charged di nt prices accordj

Qarr done, the h sser at 182 C

vices as well as buffalo-horn coff¥s, false hair, bea

body s. If you needed dress jacket cl

' V1s1t t. Peter. If you s a license to pe
me dize on the gre s and water cou ; apply at
and Levee, No. 4 y your luck at a V. Barbet’s
y office at 37 St.&.ouis, opp031te He can arrange a
\ # of the “Wheel tune.” If your tj tioned, visit the
° tchmaker on Ch s Street near Mr. ist store—a few
Q,oors down fro . Herries’ Hotel tween Louis and Toulouse.

? /
O Q~ Locals seeking prove their m1n € invj o tour the new ],

terson Lyceum} ring language a es in Bernard Mari
old plantatioejse in the faubour eanng e.?

Q For ever iness that adver 1n the r Argus, dozens hned
the str. r operated off t ks orms of street Te even

less ented by the 1 ape dlers and hawke rely ap-

hnt s Geographﬂ&ory of the"Western States,” 1b1 ober 23, 1828,
2 New OrleamA 28, 1% c. 1 and page 2, All other shop in-
mat10n gleaned from ed1tions o d Argus from m1 through early June
293 New Orleans Bee, May 9 and afterwards, 1828, p. 4
294. Shop information gleaned from the Bee and Argus, ﬂ ay through early June,

~

1828.

&
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Klemm dver i a collection of ongs Variation dos, m
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peared; one of the d an advertisem tered a French-
made “mechanic et show) for sale . Ann and Condé.
Real theaters re ; the famous O Theater presented
M. Good Fort: and vaudeville £t$(“The Cat metamor-
g Lincoln’s visit. Laﬁr it ran The White Lady,

wed by a two-a e The Despair ofgasrisse
The Huzzar of Feﬁm Crime also a@the
rban delinquencj ch as a horse sto Es- m
bale lifted fro oupitoulas, a ga geti\
downtown, th: t office burglaribf el
o the plaza in%mrg Trm
si s behind the P ’Armes. There, he b
h, igSquare of Rampar et,” for admissigQ &‘1 c
anog picture of the (@‘ Paris, the Ca m of
rance” Ads for the traveling exW¥ibit, featuring bird¥ is’ o
#fame ces and gardenSﬁared in English agd French £ i ~
len Lincoln’s visit.2&§unday evening,
N y 8 ;Qf : m

an opera i
andat
news, 1
planade Street, a

cia nt at the same pg a “Grand Exhibi
o

¢ Panorama [E

to
he racial awar. anifiste) in that pricing
ased attempt at sCg¥egatio which mechan-
ing flatboatmen)arere engguraged to visit only on
dies and gent[e%ight the exhibition
brushing shouldds h the &orking class. The p
brought an Qnant response from one citj who declared hi

&
’. : “proud of the

72

of Pyratechny.

o 0 icy matched a d
O IS cs and seamen

m\s Square, back
¢ g (children and feople of color, fift
1

weekends so t

other days wit

ellation of an A, ICA CHANIC.*”

This bging Sunday, the ex* d fj s would have bee&ined
by anothWteworthy specta e wee nvening of slavegMhioying
their o y with drummin a danc hat the new called
New ns Square was n by, one else as Cir Congo

itors’ circuit and ‘r example

Squ nother must-see on @
’ Q
. New Orleans Argus, 13, 18 . 2, c. 6; May 19, 1828973, c. 1; May 23,
828, p. 2,c. 6.
296. Gleaned from the Béd'and 4, i¥*May through ear‘@, 1828.
297. New Orleans Bee, May 9, 1@fterwards, p.3,c.
298. New Orleans Argus, May 22, 1828, p. 3, c. 2. q
ier, May 11, 1831, page

299. “To the editor of the Louisiana Courier,” Louisimﬁ

undeterminable, c. 1.

&
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of an officially (alt@\ I

American cultur ress
tors unaccusto blac
evinced by thi eler

Lincoln’s vi

y) tolerated pub splay of African
e sight horrified thrilled white visi-
ormance, partic on the Sabbath, as
itnessed the spe two decades before

&

:of the town will . .qmsh [your] bewil- Q
s with the sight of] y different danci
etched Africans, COIG‘ together to perfo

er the manner of tNuntry. They have w |\

f a long kind of na'
ssed in a variety

ight feet in lengt ee
e principal danc ad-
and savage fashiofs, @ways #
ted with . . . the f the smaller wild bé@ts, an
ho appeared mos&iblc always attra cd e Iarge%
circle of company. Thes usements continuCil sun
en one or two of thecity patrole show themgselves with
S s tlasses, and the cr@mmediately dis§0
S lar did Congo S@e grow by the ti i 1sit that the
1

incol
irectory followid s entry for “Circu‘w i wﬂ [on] Ram-

ious sizes, from t
hich make a ban

e Sabbath.”3%

\: Street” with the whrds, “where the N danggro
mbined with the ant Parisian exh Q
° “bewi and “savage” spectacle of the African slaves must

cular pyrotech-

Q
Moo,

ay 25, 1828, qui ay a go Square—sma
ncoln’s three-wpekWsit. N rleans’ other pu
‘Armes in the Ola*@ity, ington Square in a

y afayette Squareg Faubom. Mary, and Coli
y Square and Annunciation Squ e@e up bourgs—regula
A ed circusmagicians, freak sl& ‘nat ilosophers,” bull- i
Q predator-Ve¥sus-predator aningghts, tloggings, and e
G and Lincoln sur, ent a f§imount of time
the 1 where refreshingbzes &)ff the river and
pin ivity offered fre rtai Sixty-eight oce oing ships,
fi rigs, ten schoo'@l six siS@ps—forming a “@t of at least

4300. Christian Schultz, *awe&]’and Voyage T/)rauggSmtes of New-York,
e d
), 2:

nnsylvania, Virginia, Obio, Ken Tennessee . . . Perf n the Years 1807 and
1808 (New York: Isaac Riley, 1810 7.

301. Unpaginated section entitled “Streets, &c.—Rues, 3ga”h New-Orleans Directory
€5 Register (1830). w

&
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three hundred maa@inei t@ld City wharf o@ 20. Port calls

the same date foerwo previous years
st up to that poj the history of the

combined, and

rapidly growin
¢ United States Bell, which arrived on May 17
ositioning its fly, ridges, the Be/l’sgsailors
orkers began extradyng sacks, crates, aﬁar—

the m
e ¢merged with som ehi\

" he to a third, an fou

ildren, some apy@psntly fo
k,” mumbled %ectatow
estic importatio the&—
f the Old South slave-demandipg thwe its
or-h ugar and cotton mations. One huixty—n@aves
eventually materialized from thé¥3e// and gathered S@ne levgiggubbing
subtropical sun their eyes and strgtching atr limbs
s their chains all . The unceremc:&rriva ese Afri-

ericans, their na st to history, ear mor two lines

Q
Moo,

i local newspaper: ck United States 1, de k, avec 169

¢ es.”3% Where thdy were taken canno ertain ut most likely
\ spent time at ave depots in érg . Miyry or Marigny.
o ere, they would been prepared for t aucti ock, for delivery

IS 0 owners alreausigned, or for di on gdewalks like furniture.
O ~ This practice s rbed resident e for &s of neighborho,
b ¢ nuisance than %al degradation—éw “petitln, signed by severa
habitants of ity, whose purpose is to a Council to take
’. : steps as may D&hecessary to prev posin roes for sale on %1 e-
walks” ci ted two month Li visit. The City ncil,
Q prioritiZiWr commercial in , rejectcdighe petition and a d the
practi ontinue.3%* b
I oln caught sightfCfghis c8fgle; 1t would have re@ted the
singlefldrgest documente ic eyfihigion of slave commgltce during his
t week visit. The s larg up arrived towa end of his

'~
l!!2 New Orleans Be%%, 183‘%}. 2 and page 3, c. 3. Lhe table in this article
orts shipping activity for Y825 1.

303. “Nouvelles Maritimes-Por 1lle.-Orleans,” New s Bee, May 19, 1828,
p-2,c.5.
304. Conseil de Ville, Session of March 1, 1828, pp. 201—% 222 of microfilm #90-

223, AB301, NOPL-LC.

&



128 Lincoln in New Orleans

visit, when the Ba@ara st@oat Florida deli&ales of cotton

to various local ants with “17 slaves, rses, 4 oxen to D.
Barrow [and] 17 es to Berford. . . 3% e two importations
brought 203 n Am s into the New @tl@hns slave market. To-
gether with aves who Changed wners at Hewlett’s Ex-
change, th merous ways, the hundr 1red out as pedd d

laborers t e th s toiling in cour s and fields, t
avast c eof's

for Lincoln to s

me involved ke s, horses, and % n tw

technological pr changed all th* raha 1p
ew Orleans woul ent yet anoth exper for

n: his first long- ce voyage on a o at.
en did Gentry and Lincoln leave New Orlez sp 1ously
¢ estag& that the pair lefi kport around Ap 19 urned
o/ inl e. Their depart om New Orleans mated by
out the typical a New Orleans d to travel

miles up the Mississippi and Ohio ri

agammr: high water
at year. For reaglas that will be ex{"l§ is researcher
imates that Linc orthbound ste trip oughly thirteen

mng this time span out of a lat ne Rockport ar-

window. Steam ts depa ew Orleans most

of the week, but the lion’s sha e led n her than Bayou ara or
Natchez. se destined for u try e Louisville or v111e
(stopping@selected interme landi umbered only r two
per wi canning the new; 1s, we the 400-ton A sched-
uled ave for Louisville hu une 5, at 10 a.m, 278-ton

ier, imported thigg-tour slaves)

d ing on Sunday, , at the e hour, and the Lﬁ on Emerald
ting Tuesday, ]un&).”" :‘sntry and Lincoln co ave boarded

’. 305. New Orleans Argus, June SQ. 2,c. 5.

306. Louisiana Courier, June 4, 1828,"p. 3, c. 4; New Orle us, ]une 6, 1828, p. 2,
c. 1; Ibid., June 7, 1828, p. 2, c. 1. Vessel weights come fro m-Boats in the Orleans

Trade, New-Orleans Directory & Register (1830), unpagi ear section.

&

9

4

§

Lincoln leavmg Orl ometime during %

? /
~ second week of d
Now we etermine what steh)oats 1 s.for Oth River desO
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“soft-scheduled” &Qgsels that departed
ins {1 Q. It is also possible

n flatboating, but did
weeks earlier, ouisville-bound, of
and Lincoln wo ave passed as th a

t_
ed dow “bu r boiler.” The f n dead, twelve and m
os\

ere mostly crew deck passengers

p
to higlfe-payin passengers), and Widoubtedly includétum\

flat en.’% ommon had suc@dents become t round
d entry anaWgincoln left for ho e Louisiana Coggi blishem
e al der@ing negligent e rs and firemen *sible @\e

disgglers™” {
FCVQS survive about In’s return tri@rms o@ens—
ghbor

es, a nei declared that Liri®In was paid “$8. er m
a

#the t1 starting to his ning home, [plus fJames] Ge
'~ way on a [steam]boa@is I know.”° A

cal at Abe and All urned as “deck p g o traveled m

inimal accommo ns to keep fares ngers often
rmed onboard seftvices in exchange i %‘1 nted passage.
)

is trade gives e ent to hundr en,

0‘1 1827:
'~ These {1 men return up th in st ats as deck
passen*w ich costs them . Dec ngers are re- ¢

Ip loading & unloadifig.**?

quire§ O
: Returning flatboatmen made t couth@ence known to genteel

rée Samuel Judah

passenge ong them the d ng]%eler Frances Mil rol-
lope, whé&§$¥amed upriver ar(a the sa e as Gentry an@coln.
9 N

30

lar

ortunately, the “Maga egis ns in local newspapilrs ;1d not regu-
rd steamboat departgies;¥he ab ormation comes from isements.
7,

‘Dreadful Catastr ew Orleans Argus, May 19, 1828, . 3.
. “Communicated—Engitieers,” isiana Courier, June 4, 18257%. 3, c. 1.
0. Interview, Nat rigsby, liam H. Herndon, tember 12, 1865, in

Qerndan’: Informants, 114.
311. Louis A. Warren, ed. “Li eturn Trip from leans,” Lincoln Lore:
Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life Foundation, no. 472, Aprj 938.

312. Samuel Bernard Judah, “A Journal of Travel from ork to Indiana in 1827,
Indiana Magazine of History 17, no. 4 (December 1921): 3

&
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“The deck, as is us@he r@

was occu y th cky flat-boat men) rning from
New s, afte

ing disposed of mat and cargo
whi ad co d thither. . .. We out two hun-
dre ese m board, but [their] parfJof the vessel . . .

e cabins, that we saw them, except 0

W take in wood; an they ran, or rathe
o d over each other’s to the shore, whel# m
in carrying wood A supply the steam engj \

of this duty being’a\¥1pulated part of them
ir passage. w w
ied on a second eport when sh d jud t
vior: “they are a disorderly set of pifgsons, corﬁljy
arf) wrangling, very sober,” and imes t
themselves were inclined to scr i
(mu s defend their reputations), although some kept di f their
s # expe s. One describedéturn trip from @ﬂean a pho-
~ netighorthography that ¢ s the accent and ciatio irca-1832
: s#n Indiana (see fone for translation

\ I got pasage oghalarge steeme boat fi 'Qvil MOhio

¢ river in the sggige0f Indiana paid n Ddk af}l founde

o o my one gru d slep on aborde on d&fanket o one the
/

boat that on was alarge boa@oilar ide whees naime

O Q~ Ellon D, s hade on about

b she left Citty of New or—!\. .
y
4

cilery, te the boat in the nite wente
nite . #
A APPYOXi\'mlg Lincoln’s retur~ reqdy understandin@am
Q o

urnals from mid@bellu elers hold clues. mes

boat sp
i O.A e
31 umber of military and also on board with )¥s. Trollope met

ter approval by the ntal until, that is, she had : er their table

town saide all

5. Trollope, Domest ers, 1:22-27"

t passage on a large steanioat for Evansville
deck, and found my
was on was a large

oard about 300 deck

e Ohio Riverin t of Ind aid $7.00 [to stay
roup?] and slept on boaraon a bl mine. The boat t
at—eight boilers and a side whcw:d Ellen Douglas; h

passengers when she left the city of New Orleans. . . . [They] d one [victim] of chol-

era [who had become ill in New Orleans]. I left the boat i 1ght, went up into town
and stayed all night. . . .” Wilkinson, “Footloose on the est Frontier,” 414—416.
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Dec%gers whene ¢
[% rrid one with
t o
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from Adam Hodgs ho,
Orleans against hj rin

per day.’* The usly ¢
“a bout 7 Day: each]

i @ steamed 320 mi#guipriver from New

ater in a period r days, or 80 miles
irca-1832 accou ollected that it took

s ville Indiana [&rom New Orleans,3
sed at an impressivs possibly questionable)
An 1834 travele te that “a jourMom

ti, measuring 15 er miles] can no er-

31
18

a 1,193—miwrrney t
pace of 17(%(35 per
r 130 miles per dq An 1835 voyage
num f varia at play here, in. g the velocity of@
cur i d power of the Ve@ts load, the nu
of, ther mechanical vigational pro
C@z oln taken the po 1 Amazon, whic
mi arrived home a
a fe ths earlier trave m New Orlea
#ever, xceptional and ibly expensive. Thj research;qculates
'\ Lin sed a mid-range boat with a mo&
per travel speed, whj ould have covere 1
Wﬂeans and Rockp&®1n roughly thirte
¢ Gentry and Lifcoln departed on
\ speed, they wo e traversed thé ng the first two
° ys of the voyage vessel would hav chez on June 11
O '~ the Mississippi siana-Arkansas ~delt: try, where “the
)
b ¢ of the traveler wearied with the shore ivilization retu
at Memphisﬁr which came the old Fre wns of Missouri
’. Ohio River c6®luence aroun;l@, and my Rockport on June 21.
§ Actual (i@could range tw ee @n either side of t& ap-
am Hodgson, Rem urin ey Through North A@a in the Years
0, and 1821 (Samue@ng: ork, 1823), 163, 167.
ilkinson, “Footl he Northwest Frontier,” 415.
. Abdy, Journal of a Residénice and in the United States, 3:64.
Q 8. This vessel left eans ow%-‘y February 22, 18332at 10 a.m. and arrived
Posey County, Indiana, n€r Ex?&, March 9 at 10 p quess, “Journals of
319. Western Sun (Vincennes, IN
186.
320. Ingraham, “Dots and Lines,” 38.

New O [Ci
formed lve” d
Orleans to Evans ook sixteen days miles per day.’
loaded and against strong curren®in only nine days.
nd Vicksburg t t day, before enteging the hggttomland wilderness of
a
proximatigad! 0
& &
e Davy Crockett,” 24.
), May 24, 1828, as quote@arrcn, Lincoln’s Youth,

\m@
Q

gﬂ;@

3
N
g
v



132 Lincoln in New Orleans

The upriver tr @given Lincoln a &d, loftier, and

more social pers ne geography. ould have viewed
the landscape fi east ten or a do et higher than his

surface-huggi also would have acted with scores of

tellow pass nto close quarters, sharing conversation and

anecdotes s—quite differe m what he and try

experie own. Both men have brushed s ers

with pe k passengers lik selves, and pos laves m
ew Orleans. W, only speculate er t

coln his first p

ed, personal int on
fe-altering trans 1ncolr;a
oat Lebanon b Louis
of Lincoln’s Ne ueans #ﬁ—
i i ing detail on the i e tra of
j wection of river lavery med
incoln’s tormative years, in ter¥is of moral outra d, pa ically,
#fatio%tion: Q(
'~ ‘ gentleman had ged twelve negro&iffere ts
of Kentucky and i th.

taking them to m in the

¢ m They were chained six and six togethe mall levis
was around th&'t wrist of each, an to, iie main
chainbya s'}m

, the others;
es were strung togethe € so many

o so that t i
& fish upo%t—line. In this condjmien the ¢ being sepa-
O ~ rated fo rom the scenes of &hild}i&heir friends, ¢
¢ their fa and mothers, an ers. ..
child nd going into perpetual slavery, O
mastc¥. . . ruthless and u@ting. .
A distressing circumstanc ~Qhey we
ntly [sic] happy cr s on

Q hich he had been as ana—

i)

ne at a convenie

3
N
g
v

ters . . . wives and
e the lash of the
et amid all these
most cheerful an
One, whose offen
ondness for his wil
nd the others da

ed the fiddle al conting
ng, cracked jokes,‘mlaye &s games with card
@;y to day. How tyff it is ti* tempers the win&the
w shorn lamb,” ob' er wor at He renders thlnst of
\ human conditio lerablegwhile He permits the o be
nothing betw tolera q
ancoln recalled that searin@ory again in 1855”Qaling his mental

321. Abraham Lincoln to Mary Speed, September 27, @n Collected Works, 1:260.

&
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anguish in a pmgn@ 1sCO rmut slavery: s

I confess w poor creatures hu down, and

caught arried o their stripes, an ewarded toils;

but 1p an p quiet. In 1841 yo I had together
is.

ip, on a Steam Boat fpm Louisville to
emember, as | wz@ that from Louis- 0
of the Ohio there on board, ten or

ckled together wi ns. That sight wa

men pletmg their ﬁr$g—distance journﬁw th
th ily dlfferently up urning home. e like cer
unty t suddenly appe@ite mundane ¢ ed to ow-

expa ed universe of the recently returned rookie

mpany of their worldly fratermty, thos o had ‘seen the el-

nt” at New Orle
Abraham Linc urned home in nin f summer 1828,
° o months afte wure His payment, a 1ght olTdfs per month, rep-
O '~ resented the lar%lmp sum he had d t . Being below le
¢ age, however, * d custom” digt that d the money to #
b father.’” Tho incoln, in turn, did®Wot hesiite to remind his so

around the Pigcﬁreek h ead. It was as 1f -

,. ham had never left.
: Falli ck under father’s\rol Wi ne of Abraham s Tlyreas-

ingly su ing domestic prﬁis. Tw, is stepsisters ma with-
in the ded clan—one ant coggid! Dennis Hank: ther to
Den alf-brother Squir 1.B Nples remained in@hdcramped

ousehold and dn n populating it offspring.
T nother Kentucky ion m in: John Hanks, gigson of Abra-
biological mothe&mle 0: er paternal side, wh o came to be

322. Lincoln to J. F. Speed, August ;4, 1855, in Collected @, 2:320 (emphasis add-

ed).
323. Sandburg, Prairie Years and The War Years, 47. m
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In Lore: Bulletin of the
325. Interview, William
erndon’s Informants, 124; Warrer,

nge
e bec
rt

omand store, affiliate@Wariously with ]ar&
ne, and local mgkchant William Jo at en
ncolll ¢

Qead newspapers, ta
IS specially intere
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nks, respectively

ay important roles

d and contentious;
geon Creek. His ru-

known as Abraha ohn and Denni

seven and ten ye

mored teen P Gentry’s wife for over
a year and further complicaged his
social t

Lin-
ot
S
ssibili

Th
coln’s disenchant
riveri

li
h o

trip to New Orlfary) surely played a r

month away. T

r declined to 1
ed age twenty- '

d by some accoun

oat job until he
childhood friend:

stless and antag i
eir part, went out on sepa¥ite trips to investig ies i
Maco unty, Illinois.** ast five members gf the Hank ily had

sett ere by June 1829.
aham’s only refu

by

local post
in Gideon
e offered the
Id swap stories,
am Jones proved

me w
entr

m the banalities

men, with w
litics, and earn som

pany of other w;
oney.

from North Ca
losing his wife

the intentiorgemain and prosper here. Jo rried a grander
and lived in a*¥igger world than local me knew farmin

. busi-
ness, the @ger, New Orleans olit about politics. P%ham
admired s, who in turn outh’s potential ably
hearin his successful Ne dition from J entry)
and im at the store. ngl and 1829, Linc packed
box rove a team|[,] ¢ or oppled] wood [a erked for

. For lineage, see Louis

Y WarredQed., “The Relatives of Lings Mother,” Lin-
oundation, no. 479 e 13, 1938.
illam H. Herndon, mber 15, 1865, in

n’s Youth, 204.

00
326. A petition signed by Charles, James, John, and two

chd William Hanks,
dated June 25, 1829, is filed in the Hanks Family Paper script Collection, SC
644, Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, Springfield, is

&

oy
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o Abraham: ninggears higgenior, Jones emigrated
and had lived i e Ha@d Louisville bef
children. He af at Pg Creek in 1827
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read all his
“Col Jones
the tim
not yet
thought, around

in

stinging verses

e day and celebr

cident both

1828-29,

to

Ha

!

co m neighbors

Hana rote to Thos

327. Interviews with Joh

ars later, reporti

Li wh
od
tr@rt of that state.ig con

th

d incident one ye&figfter the New Orlealigrip
not yet fully ma braham back if S d of

to aid his ailing Sarah Lincoln

a

d profits on the oln fal

who

.D

ptember 16-17, 1865, by Willia
Woarren, Lincoln’s Youth, 188.

mants, 456.

135

of Gentryville lﬁown as Jones-

nel, reciprocate&@b modest financial
ourishment, in t m of loaned books,
ntoring. “Col JofesHold me that Lincoln

one neighbor many gears later. Said another,
uide & teacher iﬂics.” This being graund
on’s presidential ion (in which A uld
is age), there plenty of politic d for
Lincoln could riftulate his politic ract\

es saying “over er again that Mr oln &
is Character in S Co Indiana” an at Lin

t man one of the s....Said so a& kas1

ith a joint “inf: i s pointedly

n a mischievous acted revenge

er locals sufferedgtheir owggindignities within the
raham’s poem, y res in fisticuffs. T

cted and exacerg

Lincgl’s growing rift wit

erved little to brighten
ness during the ‘&er of

prospects or did another ou f
h killed villager; ivesto he only good ne&emed

Illinois, name John
of a Country it recalled
on rich alluvial ¢®iI'In the cen-

ennis Hanks t grate, who

t,, Nathaniel Grigsb John S. Hougland,

erndon, in Herndon’ mants, 127,130, 133;

328. Interview, John Hanks, by William H. Herndon, ﬁ 66, in Herndon’s Infor-
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w
# w n February 20, @, Grigsby closefor
or $125, finally detaching the f#nily from Indiana*®8. Wit worst
#winte ther over and plagging season still weelgs away, it e per-
fect o roll. t s

136 Lincoln in New Orleans

in turn sold his ha ¢ Hall on the id ecause both men
had married two i s daughters, the n of family separa-
tion arose. Sho Lincoln clan go separate ways, one
remaining in t i ficumstances of so n Indiana, the other
to the pro ite westward? Or should they all move together?

Sally Linco and’s ear.
Rel , Th greed to emigrate, Wghough it is uncleax@ctly

when. omas and Sally r ed to Elizabetht Ken-

tion fo . o know that n or Charles Grig cur

s farm on Noverm 6. A
ember 12, the Pj Creek Baptist % issue

of Dismission.” sirals allo r
f oxen es,
e Lin and

cking of possess

gular titles and

ile regional- amaional—scale issues
s

s@) explain Thomas*®@Ecision to move ily f; entucky to
¢ na in 1816, persdnal matters mostly. is d to leave In-
#\a for Illinois i . Or perhaps uld ﬁs family’s deci-

n: historian Loui arren noted that 9®me pr must have been

o s Qrought to bear cipally by Sally)gso conv a fifty-four-year-old
~ man who toile urteen years t a ho d out of virgin f

s & &

y

r

3

west. In doinNincol
ven—the friends, the me\w

est—and earn pect as a family arme,

life over agaio a new frontier.”? 1
Much ¢ @d for Abraham In du *e month of Febr 1830.

On th 1fth, he reached= majoriggd-his twenty-fir day—

carpenter—"“to

officimy making him an

le v &keeper of his ow ges, and

an i endent man. O ast khat month, the I%olns closed

@@r on their Pigc?gk ho d boarded with entry fam-

i one final evening:Wext dagthey bade farewell an arted to the
0 %

behind all he had known since age
g on the Ohio.

e dreams of wi

329. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 204-208; Sandburg, Praige Years and The War Years,
1y

&

ir town lot, as if § epa,\m



#part
'~ dyr

S a1ajor tributary

~ it a more world

s &
3

m in I , and came to Illi Their mode of
was ons drawn by ox- ... [Abraham] d

¢ of remoteness ¢
\ @ former French
° the Territory of
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He would also leav i ves of his birth er and full-blood

ince he moved i diana: in Decem-

prised a nuclear : f four; by February

clan of thirteen {itlHa confusing array of
e two closest women

of his life. % oln wrote about sove in the stilte o-
tionallyQ ed, a@utiously restraine e typical of his io-

graphic ings:

—[Abraham] h st completed his

arch 1s
ar, hi r and family, with milies of the two
ers angsotss-in-law, of his step er, left the old ho

ard the village of Decatur i&nois’ Macon Cogche sl oving

its way. Two we f grueling passage Elong half- mud-

ow

nd across icy stre rought the emig ns such

as Dale, Jasper, argtersburg, inala e th

i ral as they distané@¥Fthemselves from hio Reger“artery. That

nged when they qggiveé®at Vi
ial outpost thérece@,
na. The town’s poSiion on

rved as capital
abash River, a
Ohio, connectedgt with aggrander realm and gave
Many Vincenn%dents e French, practi
ived in French C1€~ tyle with double-pitc

founded in 1801.
for the night, Abraham

Catholicism, a

incennes even boasted a co

and hipped rn
dition holds the Lincoln par, pped
1ces of the Weste un.

taking timgeto view the printi s at
Thomincoln had bee incen efore and thus le way.
After arty ferried acrossgd’ Wab to Illinois aro rch 6,

Den nks took the lea ting Ilinois soil, Ab ended
e another fourte& rs before

inois’ landscap rised intermittent prairie a°)rest, with a
winter climate@iffer rom that of southern Indiana. The
arty bore north into &g flat valley of the sh, through set-
ements that were in som larger in 1830 % hey are today—

330. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” June 1860, in Collected ) 4:63.
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9

Palestine, York, D#ggin— n turned northw ardly toward the
center of the stat ina incoln’s words, o
[We] = d the y of Macon, and s d there some
tim* et Joh nks, who prov1ded orary shelter]
withg e sam th of March. [ Mxther and family
n the North side Sangamon r1ver,

e timber-land an rie, about ten mil
catur.33? é

The 23§-mile j took two Wee ow came the gr to1§
ho ding. m w
m built a log-cabin which [we] re and
ficient of rails to ten acres of grot&eneed #
e d i@oke the ground, an d a crop of sow

e year.333

John s, proud of his in ent1c1ng the Li
call new homestead as located

0 M west of De ——& about 100 St
F[ork] of Sangamon River & on the No

'
\: of bluff—The se[’s] logs ... I cu
O them to old incoln: The hou

South—qghi as west End. . . 3%

? /
O ~ By summer, th ff hosted a log c a smofelduse, a barn, fift
b ¢ acres of plante

n, split-rail fenc1 d th1‘ arby acres cleare
John Hanks’ #t@her Charles.*

Despite ard labor, Abra ound for intellectual engage-
ment. OWy that summer, ate itical office Cam&own

and mad@ffampaign speecho terna rovements. “[I]t a bad
in Company, 1922)

'y §
rz‘mzt (Boston and ork: Hough-
incoln, “Autobio une 1860, 111 Collected Works, 4: g
. Lincoln went on to expidin that sese are, or are supposed t the rails about

so much is bein st now, they are far from ng the first, or only
ils ever made by [me],” a rcfere ous campalgn i s “the rail-splitter.”
incoln, “Autobiography,” June 1&30[1&1‘(3&1 Works, 4:63
334. Interview, John Hanks, by William H. Herndon, 18 66, in Herndon’s Infor-

mants, 456.
335. Sandburg, Prairie Years and The War Years, 49. m
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one and I Said Abe@d b atmohn Hanks recal$

I turned abo and Abe made his ch....Abe
beat [t didat eath—his subjectffeigg the naviga-
tio angam iver. The man . .. Abe aside and

aske wher ad learned So much afjd what he did so

wellf@§be Exp , Stating his man method of read-
wha ad read: the man uraged Lincoln t

raham speciﬁWmentioned his at \
ans, but because, job represented gigttially a
perience and w. learned on that ey rel
] improvements st have at least ed v@e
cident as Abra inc% rst

orians identify t c
‘ { N
's The ress enjoyed in thﬁmer of 1830 d last. autumn m

s were greatly a d with augue an er, to they had

¢ en used,” rememb Lincoln, “and hich were greatly
ssCouraged—so mugit so that they deteriggncd on m the county.”

\ weather interve ith a vengean “Qnter of the very
elebrated ‘deep sn f Illinois,” recalle n, blizzards, sub-

Co
o

ero temperature ness, and limite d bel ering the prairie set-
~ tlers and claimi e lives of new nei rs. T et of snow blan
the region bet Christmas and?& ear’s,gallowed by freezing ragn’

more snow, o weeks of temperatures i eens. For emplo
: Abraham matiied a thousand fer%nls for al landowner who lived

three milggpaway. During onN ut early suffered p ent
Q incapacit , having broken ugh ic nearly freezing et.3%7
T s’ reluctance to le diana ed well founde is had
inde the family’s circ ance ward. The Linco otted to
relomlgain once spri wed, intry confinem e dreary
X (o)
. Interview, John Hanks,Swith Wilam H. Herndon, 1865-1868; in Herndon’s In-
rmants, 456. %
4337. Lincoln, “Autonly,” , in Collected We 3; Interview, John
anks, by William H. Herndon, 1866, in Herndon’s ants, 456; Harry E.

Pratt, Lincoln: 1809-1839, Being the Day-to-Day Activities of-
ary 12, 1809 to December 31, 1839 (Springfield, IL: The A
9, 220.

m Lincoln from Febru-
Lincoln Association),
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prospect of anothe n@ther cycle of la aring and cabin
building compel dependent Abra to cast his eyes to
the wider world ced two years e - His outlet was the
bluff, the Sanga hough no Ohio, the
ed (barely) navigablg passage into the Illinois
River, whicklioined th: ssissippi near th gjuence of the Mjgsauri,
which y travel from the ¢ ence of the Ohloaike
the pla:?geo , this new homefte¥ offered access to ntire m
riverine West, jus bititf. The only thi ac
o V &~
aham ﬁtlon came in tl—@m of a local m
Dgaton Offut some ways, Off] as to Illinois’
rrmount at James Gent s to Indiana’s S
ner river merc “a brisk and v
erations extende@ for many miles
however futt “was a wild—re®fk]less—careless
hard er, but neverthel nthusiastic[,] i nt itive and
agree he was a pbrﬁal dreamer, str1 i
nutty scheme Colonel Sellers
storian put it.3* t crossed paths

d here over two gears earlier, and th
#enterprlse “Oftr me to my hous anks recalled,
to run a flat boat g that he heard
at I was quite oatman in Ky: ﬁlted o go badly.” Hesitant

wildly sinu N

steps below t

CK na

§

N
hi
o

nk

Y

im—

)
5 A
7 as sm

L

/
~ to commit unti anks ned to the Linc
¢ homestead an {%g un relatlves Abra
and his step er John D. Johnston. Both d at the opport

’. “We made an®fngagement with tt at 5 nts] per day and_$60 to
make the zgn to N Orleans,” d.3* Divided th ays,

this com tion amounts t what than the elght Is per
month return fare that aid the inexpe youth
three earlier. Lincoln} n re 1on, penned in a 3 letter,
was his experience |

?/

. Herndon and Weik, don’s L ln, 1.72.
9. Interview, Willi reene illiam H. Herndon 30, 1865, in Hern-
n’s Informants, 18. Q %
e
93 1,

340. Logan Hay, “Introduction, am Lincoln Associati 7s (Springfield, IL:
Abraham Lincoln Association, 193

341. Interview, John Hanks, by William H. Herndon, 66 in Herndon’s Infor-
mants, 456.
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month.”*** Lincoln ioned an additio mployment pos-

sibility upon lan t N ans: according t azy recollection,
Lincoln had “thi ntion ying [in New O through the win-
ter to Cut Cor<®od.”34 first came the ¢ tment to Mr. Offutt.

Lincoln, w in the person years later, falled in the details:

with his step-motlgs Son, John D. John- ”
: anks . . . hired t elves to one Dent
Clldtt, to flat boat from B nwn Illinois to Net m
Orleans; aq that purpose, w, join him—Offu \
&ring? s'so soon as the s ould go off.** w \

(*/,
SC
S

n
O,.,

artin X)rris, March 26, 1843, Collected Works,

q 343. This particular recoliection,@ligile #iot unbelievable, s from a number of
rrounding factual errors and la tantiation in other s. Letters, J. Rowan
Herndon to William H. Herndon, May 28 and June 11, 18 Herndon’s Informants,

6 and 34.
344. Lincoln, “Autobiography,” June 1860, in Collected @ 4:63.
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