é, mlusions Os

~The slavery i ternal 1mprovemerﬂuence ~The political
image 1nﬂu e wo. influence ~ The rite—0I-passage influence ~ The
mythologlca ence ~

merce and ante

aneys to New O@P
g

1ncoln of cours

lea nation, fight to savgat,%and emancipate i ople. Re- m

'
1s ever since have ed Lincoln’s earlj ts and clues
¢ d understandl ow such a towering fi could ge from such
\ nary circumstan he tlatboat jour to eans thus rise
(potent1ally) gre 1gn1ﬁcance on phica s. This chap-
o qér explores ho expenences affected the man so read1ly identified
O '~ y Americans a greatest premd y pos five specific infl
ences: on the f slavery, on eofi 1 1mprovements,¢
b Lincoln’s poligigatimage during the 0 pre tial campaign, o
personal wo w, and as a fol of pa s rom boyhood to

A hood. We conclude with refl o n h hlstor1ca1 narr ves of
the flatb urneys have in d %ns interpretatio that
Q presid% b @

l

In rable histories a gra ave deduced on narrative
fr incoln’s flatb neys that the sight of sla\@n New Or-
a large scale and in all'its brutal vul-

—specifically slave grading
arity—helped cothe y an of the 1nstmns moral bank-
ptcy, and planted in him ds of opposition t ould eventually
lead into its destruction. So prevalent is that narratj is literally written
into stone. Proclaims the plaque on the limeston ument at the Rock-

/)
N
Q
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port launch spot, # s

INAVE EA E OF THE WO}QT MIGHT
BE SA MANCIPATI OCLAMA-
ICH OLNISSUED I , OWESITS

OR TO v FLATBOAT TRIP4y
That i tat1on sz‘s origins to a &mn recited furth\”wn
on the : 6 #

8...ABRAH NCOLN WITH O
Y MADE HIS T FLATBOAT \
ORLEANS. HE SLAVES SOL

w I EVER GET ANCE TO H A
,JLLHITITH ’ #
eause oft-cited “hit it quotation pla a fun ental

role in interpretations, it warrantS'thorough investig her
ote arrived to t storlcal record co tesy John s, the

Lincoln’s blolog other who join coln e second ~
he h incoln say m
o W11 . Herndon
ot down that

TH

ew Orleans slave rket, and reporte
g a circa-1865 igferview. Strangely,
cific quote in his , despite its strj
ience. Here is wh erndon scribed as

arting from Ilhn 1831. Hanks cla
1ncred1ble pre-

ks sp

] we landed in N ere 1@% Saw Ne-
ained—maltreated-& d. Lincoln ¢
heart bled—Said notfiing m was silent from O

as Sad—Ilooked felt b s thoughtful &

V. abstracted—I Can say a&l that i s on this trip that
ed his opinions o 1 iron in him then 8&

May 1831. 1 hay,

on generously s his ith Ward H. LQ, whose
187 The Life of Abr in ated the above f Hanks’

in w, with cleaned- tax. on did not, howe ention the

. i hard” line. Th&‘ rds would not come to publ ention until

%1. Interview, John Han!! bw , Herndon, 1865 in ed. Douglas L.

ilson and Rodney O. Davis, Informants: Letter:, iews, and Statements
About Abraham Lincoln (Urbana and Chicago: University of Press, 1998), 457.

2. Ward H. Lamon, The Life of Abraham Lincoln; fmm th to His Inauguration as
President (Boston: James R. Osgood and Company, 1872 and 82-83.

&

. Q .
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a decade later, whe mer L n advisor and fri saac N. Arnold,
while researchin to Herndon about
a rumor allegin Llnco d visited in New, ans “an old fortune
teller, a Voudo ress” “became very m cited” and predicted
“You will bwldent, all the negroes will he free.” Herndon, again
dlsplaymg tlonal erosity to a com author, wrote ﬁ on

ing the fortune-teiilyquestion and offerdfigiad-

Octobe
ditiona atloi slavery (italicizet@phases appear in @rigl—

nal):

m Orl in 1831, told me ory. At that time
n was made an anti_ y man. He saw ) bea
ulatto girl, sold tion. She was fe@ pmc/ye
trotted around to show to Didders that said articié®Wwas sou
b Lincoln walked from the sad, inhuggane scene
'~ deep feeling of m@em&lg hate. He *

this: “By God! If get a chance to hi
hit it hard, John.” got his chance, a
Hanks, who wag two or three times

\: ¢ the above fact ut the negro girl

There is no 0 ol about this. As to

e

Qr

" do not a ything or deny anythm
O ~ Arnold reprodugc@®iierndon’s wor otnote to his Lif
b Abraham Lincolzspublished posthum pparently elthe
nold or Hernflol)shared the letter’sscontent w; other author, Wl

ause Kelley quoted is 18 ok, Lincoln an gan

D. Kelley, bec
: A few ot rlters picked up ese sources over

few year
ot until 1889, h r, th “hlt it hard” ecame

cult entrenched, whe ndo elf finally release ecades-
in-t aking Herna’on’ #'ﬂon on New Or s construed

orlglnal recollsc into t arration:

’. 3. Isaac N. Arnold, The Life of

mealn (Chicago: , McClurg, & Com-
pany, 1885), 31.
4. William Darrah Kelley, Lincoln and Stanton: A St e War Administration of
1861 and 1862 (New York and London: G. P. Putnam’s S 85), 86-87.

4\“
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In New Orl

mind and conscie

mm
g »
P =
B 3
mm
==
@ 7
=l
5 ©
a5
Q:»

girl w
tion at th
gade he

H,
q

s Lincoln came t? highly influentia
books, articles, pladues,

on81stently explojed the dramaticallyig

aking its exact ge for effect) a

Qe ple needed tg t way from the Linc
n 1891, for exa§

a Chicago theat pa
an outraged Li in a New Orle
get an opport to hit that 1nst1t of sl
it hard.” In , author Charles rleton
Herndon’s 1859 book, but none s took 1
scene in reathless present
boatman turns aw: th so

&

goes out with ]o anks
@leerlng, for his sou nfi
that institution, I har Ez‘erna/ God!”
'
QS William H. Herndon a s e e1k Herndons
reat Life (Chicago, New York, a rancisco: Belford,

1:76.
6. “Is It In Good Taste? Public Opinion Divided as to
C/mago Daily, September 13, 1891, p. 32.

or the @ime Lincoln behel$
slave saw “negroes in cb—whipped
Agai 1s inhumanity his s of right and

, an
e had often heard a
ons has said, an the iron into
> One morn1ng i rambles over the
us and comely m

thorough exami

pinched her flesh

Conclusion

true hor-

ere awakened

ead No doubt,

@

ing his companl low hl%
get away from th ver 1
chance to hit that thing [meaning slavery],

1s incident was fL@d me in 1865, by Jo

ess subse-
tanes Writ-
t ” line (often
atin of everything
rleans episode.

F S

3
N
g
v

ed a play in whi
tammers, “Ifl e
. I will hit it, anb)

attrlbuted the 1i
ties as he descriped the

g rising in his t o
sunsh1ne His li
s if I ever get a cha ¢

’&

: The True Story of a
& Company, 1889),

‘Abraham Lincoln,”

?oy

4\“
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Conclusion

Coffin concluded, i rmrds ever spoken e prophets of Is-
%than those utteree Abraham Lincoln

, with increasin@ls of literary license,

tion-block 1nd1gn1tss unfurling before the

ge. More often not, the one-pa ph
angry Abraham s ing off, with “hit rd”

. Authors John @e&ge Nicolay and Hay m

te into an allitefytive drumbeat wor « \
Batgmn of ublic™ \
tisre how [Lincoln’s] so@rned with lndlﬁ
it

ans . . . and that ex-

hit that thing, I’ II ard.”

ber of the Ilh slatu

on of slavery is f on bot
“hit it hard” When a me

injustice and bad pohcy o
# b(:ongress he ‘vote he Wilmot Provis good as ~
'~ mes.” He “hit it ha en he stumped ge agai
‘ Kansas-Nebraska . He “hit it hard? n h m
m the law abolishing ery in the Dlstrlcmolumb
¢ “hit it hard” wigen he signed the act ing sl in aH

\ the Terntonest8

o Qm 1895 article m “God in Lincoln” rode the quote into the theo- m
O '~ ogical realm, rh%ally poundlngo g and “it” (slaverb

¢ until climaxin& '
b [T]hgy same hand that was lifted u&mn oath before
€

God New Orleans sl art too he God-inspired
A peamof liberty, and das the 1pat1on Proclama
t .. That was an hrlst It was the
esus Christ; for it wae spiri esus Christ that fil
'~ s

@

ncoln] with powe

harles Carleton Cofﬁ brab incoln (New York: Harpegrothers, 1893),
9 (italics in or1g1nal)
8. John George Nlcolay a w ., Complete Works @ aham Lincoln (New
ork, Francis D. Tandy Company, 5:xix—xXX.
9. David Gregg, “God In Lincoln,” The Independent, Dqto the Consideration of

Politics, Social and Economic Tendencies, History, Literature 0 Arts, April 4, 1895, p.
15.

&
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L@OWCV ffers from one fa w: Lincoln took
's 18 paign autobiogr, that John Hanks

rleans in 1831. H disembarked in St.

The “hitit hard” q
pains to explain j
never accompani

Louis and retu n his own." G1V at Lincoln had abso-
lutely nothi gai nting out Hanks rture, and that Hanks
theoretical every#é to gain by writj 1mself into histogy after
the ass n, we, chned to take Li Word over Ha\'mf
wide m

Some 1stor1 ve cast John H in unfavorable 1i
of thisWgconsist estioning not is memory and
also oneﬁdence suggests John Hanks hi

ort wi “hit it hard” clgaed™in an 1887 lett

n re e to a now-lost f questions, the g
a tically answered, “§gwas his step Broth

ark name was Joh on [sic] I was @
time e cannot be certain Wiat question HanKSWi
#respo istorians Douglagal.. Wilson and Ro,
'~ that had in fact ask anks about the §
in ntence certainly, t in that directio so, th

he di

s, and that perha
ator’s bold proé case, Weik did
ication, and when Y9rndon co/n came out in
quote made its nto hj
ik later inquired t that&mer rumor, uns

to John Hanks a “Voglloo negress” in New

ln to New Orle

~ (Inc1dental
¢ prisingly also t
leans predictdd®incoln would one day beco 31dent and eman

the slaves. Ati¥rritated Hanks dj ciated @fnuself with that stqry too,
saying, “‘I@n’t [k]Now whet got hi@lgstune told or Not.MVeik

Herndon’s Lincols

ers, Bess V. n and
the “hit it hard” as not
er by Allen Gen ring Lin-

mann and Van surmised).

and Her omitted the Vo tory
Ty entieth-century Iiglifina re
Frangis Marion Van Natte imed?;

ove by John Hanks j 1,
co, 1rst trip in 182% @29,

Q!U Abraham LincoW}bmgr ritten for John ipps,” June 1860, in

ollected Works, 4:64.

11. John Hanks to Jesse Wﬂha , June 12, 1887, i don’s Informants, 615
and footnote.
12. Hanks to Weik, April 19, 1888, in Herndans[nfarm 6. See also Arnold, Life

of Abrabam Lincoln, 31.

<
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Conclusion i

Ehrmann obtained@inf n in a 1930s intefigw she conducted

with Absolom G ) W. ed that his fath en said years after
the experience, & stoo watched the slavi d in New Orleans

and Abraham .. [I’® Ehrman{{oftained additional de-
tails from m G(w# nd built them into this narrative of that mo-

ment: & ¢
ay as woln and Gentry] a walking along t
Xta crv(n;cracted their attentj nd they drew near

slave market. The en were horriﬁed@ as
th tears streamin, n her face, was g
dder, young Abe, renzy of anger, tuffed¥o his

Gen mily descenden enty-two-year-o

'~ cal is grandmother u Gentry remem nd Allen

S g of his experien ith Abraham i
¢ 1 and testified to ghose thrice-passed-do
\ evit notarized on mber 5, 1936: Q
o o e levee, tneir atten-

Van er obtained similiE information when he intervie

[Als Ge

Lincoln went up on
tion was

slavesj@iat the actions of Ugyers a tioneers towards
thetyaller” girls were d% gt Gentry and Abra
incoln, and that Lj sal ntry: “Allen, that’
isorace. If [ ever get a t that @, I will hit it hard.”
! /
13@5 A. Warren, Lincolgs Youth: I ears, Seven to Twenty One, 18161830
(I@gpolisz Indiana Historj ciet 959, reprinted 2002 nd 261, end-
n
alte

) /
Bess V. Ehrmann, The Missing ter in the Life of Abrabam*LZincoln (Chicago:
r M. Hill, 1938),
15. Affidavit, E. Grant Gentr r 5, 1936, Franci on Van Natter Pa-

b/
rs-Regional History Collectim@“e‘r 136, Lewis Hisgoridal Library, Vincennes

O .
hip-clo
b ¢ the “y girls, after being Ned by gpective buyers,
N brou lot higher price than the W en and women O
4

University (hereafter cited as Van Natter Papers). While E. t Gentry certainly felt
this information accurately represented family tradition, it j te with dubious details.
Slaves were rarely auctioned directly on the flatboat d nd “yaller” (mixed-race)

&

see what ng on. A man king a speech an \
gring fo a young negro wo, tanding on a huge \

ted by a sale of n laves{@mked except for
ing sold on a ra’i tform e levee; that ¢



ocked off at $250
ncoln muttered tmtry: “Allen, that} “ grace! m
r get a lick at that T'll hit it hard.” € y: ¢
¢ §etter get out of here, Abe.”
'\ A% make of these —29 versions? G the identical
p the Hanks/Her 831 n had been
c

&
o

¢
3
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Van Natter wove t recall@ls (plus other in$ation gleaned in

interviews with J ayn, a, Hannah, Rose Absalom Gentry)
into his book Lj s Boyh Chronicle of His na Years, published
posthumously @63. Van Natter,

coln could see ov crowd and what

. For probably the time in his life he”

scene he had he scussed so often
ople. He doubled hi tightly; his knuckb

y lield hands and

s@servants. Black and

each. The sale o cy

or almost twice ale
inued until some girls ¢
iece. Unable to stal I y lon-

)

ting for nearly halt a century before
ed to surface, ay hypothesize

had unknowin

erviewed in the m[
Oom—internali anks/Herndon version and mistakenly credited it to

contributions have erred in the etho

went whit watched men we ig white hats and m \I

their own ancesto Natter and Ehr , wh ked tirelessly in r
searching Linc ndiana boyhog&_ﬂ desei ple credit for tl-é

y by over—relyir:q
rom the fact, wi

the testimo people over a Wy rem

primary sources at their disposa

methodowbally when, accor hi otes, he asked w ight
be calle inary leading jon.” I ants are vulner o be-
ing “I ward answeringd cergi , a risk that i s when

the on is posed to yi inii or no) response. en Van
i o were often em s domestics, would rarely sell for@ money than a

uctive young male field hatid.
. Van Natter, Linc#oad:A icle of His Indiana Yeggs (Washington, D.C.:
ublic Affairs Press, 1963), 145. Q

17. It should be noted that Ehr d Van Natter strove
Indiana heritage. They were partisans in the battle with Ill
Kentucky) regarding which state lays claim to “forming” t
ing the “hit it hard” line to 1828-29 rather than 1831, it

ne light on Lincoln’s

and to a lesser degree

at Emancipator. By dat-
es an Indiana story.
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Natter asked a G , “At New Orle ave market did
Lincoln say to A ever get a chaanhck that thing, I'll
lick it hard?)” /Herndon quote to
his informant, lidated it.'"®* Not nformants, however,
answered a ; en Van Natter asked the same question to

granddaug nah, and Rose ry on January 2

they re q ard it said.”” Thad®uconvenient testi d1d

not ma . m
Ironicall ter knew about HRnKs’ claim that Lin id t\

“hit 1 d” linggi 1, but he dismiSs@¥! it because he re Ha

did Lincoln to New, ans.?* What V ter faj

Hanks” 1831

ot merely coinci

on an
; in f: e
ende

relationship be
@—29 recollection
the latter. Des
and heartfelt tes
gleaned un now1ngly from mu
man e “hit it hard”/“ligls it hard” quotatlon
' ou In literature and #m perception.
historical recor rly suffered a far
20s, when a journ named W11ma
s of the venerat®d Atlantic Monthl; y

overed Lincoln ents. Minor’s j
hzed by the ma e in 1928-29, va 1

Ui
read vira

1n51d\$fectlon in m
tunned the s

¢ Ve of newly
\ he material, se-
° d Lincoln theo-
1es and popular ptions in a man hat se ed almost too good to

/
O Q~ be true. In cont izing one partlc a letter by Linc

to county sur John Calhoun r set ncolns visit to

Orleans w1tl:910bhgatory local color “1 . quaint ce
ies”), and re ed readers of 1 1a rd” of the “hit it hard”
§ line. Thepgghe unveiled Llnco &
Q er have forgotten le i 1ns f my memorable s
ew Orleans wh as so by the atrociou
ty practiced by ma . [Once] I had s
0 question an o d h ed dejected at hi

w questioned hn% u hap slawery> the old fa un-
gl& Note Card #1 of 1nte iew f entry by Francis @)n Van Natter, De-
mber 30, 1935, Van Natter Pap
19. Note Card #1 of interview of Anna, Hannah, and Ros@try by Francis Marion
Van Natter, January 21, 1936, Van Natter Papers. m

20. Van Natter, Lincoln’s Boyhood, 186.

&



« dubi .
distr inor’
'\ 1mp ce in Lincoln’s visilgto New Orleans.
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bent his bac@uc

resignatio were
mo. whi s thin

brin ab, they

[me: Ish
tho@lf the

—no Marse I ne

t black folks nevah

disagrees with m

h15t0r1c 1f1<:‘agr

ample backg

tend to shy aw m ascribing as
trips as their predeCessors did, once t

s piece of evider;‘t:pon which thos
dditionally fr

....lamnota“ lover’ by any
sue my wonted courSoagainst slavery]

Mmor veries ngly elevated t w Orleans trip
ut shortly after cation, they wer
he mendac1ou er had concocte
research cleve

Conclusion

ible and raising a f: hopeless

is happy no

tOP remem-

itional
torical
modern
gnificance
mthe most fa-

ed is, in fact,

ncoln remained

S
inted. The case s Q i
q ent regarding j ions or lessons lear m tvew Orleans when

e penned his a raphlcal notes eeti

where-why tri ails, yet still man d to 1

/
bO $ in the Scripps 1ography mosgl er m

collectlons he wro
e who—what—wh &
many basic quesfg

unanswered, to mention dee hiloso inquiries. Of gr.
irony is the fact that Lincoln dev Ver o ird of his accou of the
first trip out of 102 word f the “seven ne " an
emphasis@fonveniently con to th -v1ct1mhood n e fa-
vored i hlstorlography

erhaps we ask forfto Xpectlng this fa private

ma spell out such r 10ns wally. One

of Li s defining
ratlo over emo-

tr as his solernn ce fo ipline and
Painful persona~mo he expressed only p ely, if at all.

’. 21. Wilma Frances Minor, “Li Q Lover: I. The Settj

Monthly, December 1928, 844-846.
22. David Herbert Donald, Linco/n (New York: Sim
80-83, 118.

&

ew Salem,” Atlantic

chuster, 1995), 66—67,
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It should also be r

memories. Waxi

plain w,
with inl i nutiae and frusfathgly devoid of i and

'S
&
S
3

/

&
..QA

de i
. itten@W igi ter has not been ,a d\&te
e shggly atter Lincoln first ted its contents ary 0,
nd iy into the collectim Judd Steward, ublis and
m 0

#grap

me

in

separated, wo that of a new Re Go
a boy I went mfw Orleans on a fla nd th

a turbulent nati

@berid@ Lincoln was ru for president in

slavery when he ed those flatboat
on the horrors h essed in the Queen
needlessly exace d estrangement with
with that importanscity in particular. Lin-
ion, coupled with @y political savvy, %ex—

ts in general are ete

City of the So

SouthernerN
coln’s emot& i

dre future Confedemvme—p

a similar versi to Se

associated missives in a 1909 bod¥let. The letter inc para-

loring Stephens cognize the emerging natio ssess-
uman enslaveme d embrace the Iéation e Union,
Lincoln said, °

m [Y]ou say that ':avery is the corner om the s nd if

. When
slavery
s as I have never seen them in Kentucky, and I

ething” in a priv@tter\\

v

and slave,

heard wmhw Red River planta Tho d prayed that

the gra ancipation platb ; e Lib colonization ¢
e

[plan] t lead to its extinctih the U& States. . ..?
Here, ﬁnally,Q have in Lincolr@n won@eliable citation of gat

he saw in New Orleans and y ed him, as well n ex-
plicit yo of that influenc his

nal desire—thr, hope
aceful
e “heard worse e Red, plantations” cor ates the
of that central- sia n in its treatme slaves, a
on dramatized i wil ular Uncle Tom'’s (1852) by

t Beecher Sto the subsequent autobiogra
ve by Solomorn, Nogghup. t Lincoln seemingly restrained him-

Twelve Years
23. Abraham Lincoln to Alexander !Iamilton Stephens ry 19, 1860, in Some

Lincoln Correspondence with Southern Leaders before the Out: the Civil War, from the
Collection of Judd Stewart (New York: J. Stewart, 1909), phasis added).

&

—-
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Q ment. (Precision accuracy are not sy
e

218 Conclusion

@yi t ripps autobiogra nd elsewhere, he
y, but clearly an ionately. Stephens

” the version tha Steward published
ombined with th@llefler’s perfectly credible
incoln scholars to acgept Steward’s letter col-
communiqués.*lfge1r authenticity is fmcther
at the original ve&of another letter ar-
klet, from Step o Lincoln dated ber

corrobo gr the

inginJ ewar

14, 1860,

ubli the Li
sio for > Because of th arrival of the Ja 19 1
to ggholarly attdgtion, the New s information tied th
e man‘#y Lincoln histori d remains infre ’h’ cite .
unf@ktyitate that the unre but dramatic quot; i-
tes t}mture, while the mle but somber quot s all
but forgotten.*®

# incoln quote, co with the empiricgl evidence ted in
V' this that a veritable cape of bondage ed Li in New

a
implication: tha® Lincoln witnesse O1l the brutal re-

es of the slave t nd internalize Qsllcctual devel-
ymou former implies

Or , invites us to re anks’ “hit it ha uote. hould not
0 pensate for its i7za¥ecise wording by@ng i overall ac-
in

vel of detail, e latter means all coggectness. Accuracy with
precision is optj accuracy witho cisio ill acceptable if
b ss, regardless of p

etter informa exists. But inacc is wo,
sion. What \QVC in the “hit it hard” quote e regarded as a c
accuracy wit precision.)
Suppgag of that accuracy rom the Stephel&tter,
but from recollection of s offic Robert H. Brw, who
(¢

clerke incoln in the earl Osa embered him ‘T saw
[slavi myself when I lya der than you are§ and the
hor tures are in my at he saw

n apparently me‘
gand 16.

?/

orrespondence, 18.

. Stephen’s certification is Cited in Qe Lincoln Correspondence,
. Letter, Alexand(#phens aham Lincoln, Decamber 14, 1860, Abra-
am Lincoln Papers at the ibrawo ress, Washington@., and Some Lincoln

26. State of Georgia—Executive Department, certificatij ned by Alexander H.
Stephens, January 19, 1883, confirming authenticity of Lj s letter to Stephens, in
Some Lincoln Correspondence, 16.

&

turned up in th coln Papers rele to t\
t Congress in and matched S d’s \

o
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9

rleans, use Browne, bor

in th 1850s than Linc

835, would have
as during the 1828
incoln’s long-time
y,” as Lincoln affec-

i Mr. Lincoln refgrzto it
himself gin notes, scrawledWpxt to where he do nt-

ed his i te his convictio
on. Mr. Lincoln

nd noble. Linc

as stated this to

reconsideratio
ough embellishqg
rds of the educate
on themselves to history. Becauft ofjhose s class
ifferences, Hanks has suffere the historical reCO&. Thi archer
#sugghe reconsider Hanlgcontributions in thgir cultural gt, and
'\ app him for what he@rought to histori i is ear-
nes endearing manrgather than dismis i i

uld listen more clo to the man: “I'5

$ en,” that slavery #h New Orleans se Granted, we

imself also war
icating history-
¢ sophisticated st

w Hanks did no r Lincoln state, ntinfent@z New Orleans,
Q t that is not the place Lincoln coulG®ave sa It is possible, as

IS New York Tim cle suggested in 2929, thggwhile Hanks “did not
O ~ go as far as Ne eans,” the two rn&lkedﬁward [and] Linc
b ¢ told him of se in that city hum Ings s n the auction blogk®
N Out of this I is conversation may have co famous line, or,

y

Orleans

importantly, 8 implication behi 31
Beseﬁincoln might h n, 1, the experiencewew

ot suddenly ma futu sident an abolit@t, nor

'r~ E. Fehrenbacher an inia Feh-
nford, CA: StanfordWniversity Press,

collected by Robert B Bfbwne,

erndon and Weik n’s Lincoln, I

6.
. As quoted by Phillip S Palu “Lincoln and Negro Slag I Haven’t Got

ime for the Pain,” Jo he Abr. incoln Association 27, m0. 2 (2006), 11. Palu-
an found this marginal no 0 délensive on the part&rndon.
30. Interview, John Hanks, by H. Herndon, 186? , in Herndon’s Infor-

mants, 457 (emphasis added).
31. William E. Barton, “Lincoln’s Two Cousins Who
Times, September 22, 1929, p. 17, c. 4.

ed His Life,” New York

&

an say that this g'nony m
this man [Hank: ou
iy
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even a racial egaht@ R ce@‘olarship has sh reshing light on

Lincoln’s views o, ery, nd black Ameri he mythological
Lincoln—the deiti® icon, sinated for Ameri acial sins on Good

Friday and res er Sunday as the t Emancipator—now
appears mo i awed, savvy, compr(vnsmg, and paradoxical.
Lincoln, 1t

uman, and thu roduct of his ti He

degrading langu s those around hmen

. He believed th African descent Q gen-

, if not biologicafly.t1e opposed slave an 1\
erican ideals mrty and contrary@ono\

an as a force of ring imposed da n m111

n beings (whose nal anguish h poke

i e Presidential ¢iigir upon one prm lone,”
lass “namely, o

used th
speak1

erally
ft and

§

ation, as the Roc port
implanted in the dmg
emories that w serve,
k ethical conte , elu-
moral courage o issue of
ies, whatever hi eral feel-
otivations might been, the

ed sending A @ Ameri
Afrlca more so than emanci
sla the Confederac not in the loyal b
pocritical and ¢
the sake of his “ -ch11 ” black Amerlcans
O We would ive, then, to over: pret ew Orleans ex
b ¢ ence as Lincolfiglife-pivoting racifl phany e “hit it hard”

young in tual unforgetta bnewitn

subtly pisodically for a 1i e, to

& mains that Abr&
imes of Frederick D@ From 1817-1882, ed-
2),

ition to the extep f slav,
ery 3% Lincoln e
ing them domes Y,
favor radual fadlng- the institution er than i
e destruction. manc1pat1on P
led areas such as Orleans reveal immation for mili-
trategy over hunfhn liberation. Li hort
\ rproductive blj hlSthS nation, and
o at Douglass fam called Lincoln’s “ciifidren, Amerlcans He
IS 1d not end slav
suggests. Wk d be guilty of oversunphﬁc 1f we viewed the
’. rience as the €¥igin of the Ema on Pr@x
plaque demes Rather, the ea
onal conviction,
slav hatever his poli
1nco!n ended slavery in th ted States of
’. 32. Paludan, “Lincoln and Neg%ry,” 1-23. m
33. Frederick Douglass, The Life an
ited by John Lobb (London, England: Christian Age Offi 372.
34. Ibid., 373.
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imagery witnesse, A/

America, all the w@ m the wellsprlnﬁignature mental
o~
O ¢ 0O

The two fla journ posed Lincoln, for v§peks on end, to the vast-
ness of the erica scape. No subs life travels wo ver
match ta journeys. They jgetifcated in him the on-
ship b ation and econo development in est

demonstrating p
dehv hard-
I'tS to

e that risk, and that access to
est of Abraham

, puls

Father
of W at a time When . Henry Shreve’s ments
we talk of the Missi i Valley. He curs n River’s
water, wrestled ts obstacles, and nging veg-
. In the Illinois, Ohio, and Mississip ed sawyers,

r
around sandba Vaded logjams, and suffered
rs drifting arou n1ng meander een eliminated
1th short cut-offs! traversed the Missi 1pp1 at a time when

il line west of
there. The riy periences of 18

pala commenced ser
, and gticularly the New
incoln to the pr

and 1831, introdmced Abr
of long-distance commerce ang roblems @ existing transpogtation.

The solum::vas what Ameri tt called “internal i ve-
ments,” hat we now ca frastr tiite”: navigable riv anals,
railroa ads, bridges, fer ams.

es as no surprlse, In’s first public-a speech,
deli extemporaneo ter the first Ne rleans trip,
p ted internal impr ents 0 tral Illinois. N ould it seem

% al that, while run ois state legislature months after
Q, econd New O r1p, featured the improved navigabil-

of the Sangamon atform. He dr erally from his

35. A. H. Chapman to William H. Herndon, Septemb Qﬁ in Herndon’s Infor-
mants, 100-101.
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incident at the mi

Conclusion

flatboating experie@vheﬁ MmCing his candi&ven citing the

[Flor t@t twelmnths I have given @(
tio stage o water in this river,

=

counnc the month of Ma
enced the buildi

finished and too

“ timber,
i ing the velocity of, rre
nstrating both hé
he Sangamon wi
a passage see

rovements advoca

gleaned

e Sangamon’s

zag course, forms
through at the necks than to remove the
bends—whic

>

ncoln also paid

done, would also le

ge to the other

i ers, I
2hmo [sic
pring. S@cC that time, I have b
at New Sa «
” “remo e turf)” “dam

eep, and straight

n the lower Mis

complete peninsul

meagder loops:
es above this whe&iveiﬁ

ticular atten-
any other per-
AB31, in company

flat boat on the

@

ut in the course
oncerned in the mjg m

j np the

nt”: Lincol wed ali
nomic vision an tman
gh fo
from Henr

pi, Li

)

cut

ement ongoing

New Orleans: oads. “A meetinghas begg, held [regarding] con-
structing a rail rom . . . the Illi ver [t h] Jacksonville
Springfield,” L&)In reported dud s 183 itical campaign.

then opined:

munication, bet@
from each other. the
mmercial intercou

ater, or freezing
of water comm;n'

and

\: rly Lincoln rec@ the re&utionary

36. Abraham Lincoln, “Comm
Journal, March 9, 1832, in Collected Works, 1:6.

37.1bid., 7.

38. Ibid., 5-6.

il
ifnot i ?~ted by either high
er, vk . render our futur

n to the People of

ther improvement‘
never failing sourc
siness remotely si
the regular prog

opes
uncertain.3$

promise of raQroads. But the
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s straight: a ra11 onnectmg Jack-
sonville and Spri ' 11n01s River w ypass New Salem,
he Sangamon. imary constituents

were not the p of Jac ille or Springtie t of New Salem. Be—
moaning t]‘&art ap g shock accom pany ¢ [the railroad’s] cost,”
which he e ﬂ ated at ,000, Lincoln o no further sup for
the rail :

his

cing his cand meoln demon
tion by successf iloting the stea

ip hasty and risk the Talisman n

ende

me mill dam th eviled meoln at the
ved two points is dramatic dem tion:
river man, and angamon Rive rately,

provement. m
coln lost that first electio®¥(despite overwhe

in
Sale part because his 11—through July-1 Black
' r interrupted th paign. The polit;
les nforced in him t ternal improvem tly funda-
for Illinois, a rn]g‘e he carried to t @lattre when he

gain and won i 34, Unfortunat ents never ar-

\ d to the Sanga iver, and, as again Lincoln’s
o 1nt New Salem dingly Wlthere peared by 1840.
s 1nc01n hlmsel ted for Sprlngﬂ cept for his Wash-
O ~ ington years, h call Sprlngﬁel e for est of his life.
b @ Drawing f%hm personal r1ve! riencgfrealizing the trium
New York’s 9 anal, and knowing firstha e Louisville and
’. : land Canal’s §&cess in bypassin reat of the Ohio R1V I,
coln chamgéoned internal imp out his 18305— gis-
Q lative ca y NO means m

ys, he also recoﬁd the

power e iron horse to re offpmic geographi region
hithe thered to the pat r@astically
sup state subsidies ovements and h% esign I1-
li ambitious plans f etwi anals, roads, bri Jand tracks,
fter the Panic o derajled them. He cast the ing vote for

ing the Illinoi anal, which, when finally excavated,
eplaced the terrestrial"&hica e with a com lwaterway con-
cting the Great Lakes an t Mexico waters h setting the stage

39. Ibid,, 6. m
&
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‘9

for the twent1eth cy of Ch1cago) Lincoln’s mind,

such moderniza w would call “infr cture investment”
or “capital impr  t —dehvered the 1se of the America
Dream to the on f and working m#{Q. SVrote historian G. S.
Boritt, L1n nders and preached that a Qetter transportation sys-
tem Would en th se of Illinois ec 1c life, raise livi an-
dards fc erty values, and ct immigrants.”™ raoln

express i n core Whig soc d cultural philo
ance, religion, y, and foreign i
d toward the ¢ vatlve Rather, h
mselves mostly i economic realm
porting protectj fs a nationa,
d state 1nvestm transportatlon erniz

ovements [as] tm st interest and
Jis highest ambiti as to become th
he tinkerer, Lin. engaged perso solv1 natlons
rtation problems ired by a steam rip a ake Erie
as his flatboat exp¥tiences, Lincoln

ned a e to levitate
nd bars. It involv harn at were low-
the water on

vessel, like gi-
buoyant crutch nce inflated, the

° a then lift up the
IS ull enough to e entire operatiga, off th stacle and into safer
O Q~ waters. In 1849 @

rnatters such as t

oln secured Pat 0. 64 his invention,
only America sident to be 50 ¢ guls Ithough I rega
the thing as actlcal I said nothing,” co William Hernd

his readers, ° ably out of resp r Lin well-known reputation
as a boat ” The Scientific it kinder when it&nted
i @there are thous f mec

Q outin 1 s who would de a bet-
ter ap s for buoying ste oats o

rfbars, but how them
woul le to compete sytc full 7
Lin Improved Man
? /

e race for the Pre cy?” “A.
onald, Lincoln, 58—59

essels,” as Abra& called his

. G. S. Boritt, Lﬂd the ics of the American (Memph1s, TN:
emphis State University 7

42. Ibid.; Eric Froner, “A New Lincoln?” Revie erican History 7, no.

3 (September 1979): 375-379.
43. Interview, Joshua F. Speed, by William H. Her 65-1866, in Herndon’s

Informants, 476.
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contraption, never @ intE maion, but did d strate a creative

mind grappling cmntly ays to improve @ation’s transporta-
tion system.**

Amid year clerk man, surveyor, apuntry lawyer on cen-
tral Illinois’ eenth it (dubbed “the mud gircuit” for its bad roads),
Lincoln alsﬁved fo ms in the Illinois ﬁgislature and o rm
in the U, sentatives betwe&% and 1849. By rly

1850s onally from ma aw to practicing ith

uccessful legal firgitice, in cases inv rig
main, and tax li . Perhaps his rmnﬂue
Rock Island Rag , legally clear.

een boatmen and oad men, and a

us progress in t nineteenth ce
uing¥railroad compani

#he “a d whatever promgging cases came his w,
V' som, tical or philosop:wzgenda through g

coln’s rising statLQ—n the legal profes y on rail-
r ses, enabled him t6®€turn to national- iti ecade’s end.
¢ than a year sepgated Lincoln the rom Lincoln
\ president. As chi ecutive, he sig o lay th@Pacific Railway
° ct of 1862, for th struction of a railroa®and teleiph line from the
IS issouri River acific Ocean. Bygdecade’sgad, iron tracks and iron
O ~ horses united t ion.
b ¢ Circumsta evidence and C!N wordgfconnect Lincoln’s
commitmen nternal improvements with ver experiences
’. urneys to New Qrleans.

early adulthoS® most prominent flatb
The voy: offered firsthan@ggstificagi r his brand of mic

Q Whigge lumes have bee en on mergence of Lirﬂs po-
litical ”sophies, but at lene inf] nt who was p t their

colnw of Buoying Vessels,” oln Lore: Bul-
undation, no. 1439, January 1958. tions are from
\a, am Lincoln: An Extragilinary ,” exhibition at National ¥dseum of Ameri-
@n istory, Smithsoni ution, April 14, 2009.

45. Louis A. Warren, ed.,¥ The litter and the Railroaminmln Lore: Bulletin

uis A. Warren, ed., %
le he Lincoln Nationalllf

the Lincoln National Life Founda . 484, July 18, 1938

46. James W. Ely Jr., “Abraham Lincoln as a Railroad Att ” 2005 Railroad Sym-
posium Essays, Indiana Historical Society Press, availab ://www.indianahistory.
org.
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birth specifically r@d
“W

“Jackson Democ
his first New O trip.
instilled in Li ’s mi nature imagery

switching allegi

Conclusion

s from that of a

1828, the year of

that institu\ e tra rtation trials and tribulations of his flatboat

Pontch Rai provided eviderffeThnd ra

lifelong advocacy ernal improvemw
é ('

d lafifegymauling rails, at

ked h oating to what

state politician Lincoln advocat
redit for shapin triumph of poli
ower of folksy s—“Old Hickor
etc.—that were de 71gueur in ninetee en

Oglesby sought g& accessible symb WO
pro

journeys, agossibl demonstrative ¢ ences of Shreve’sgchan-
nel imp, nts,gﬁw Otrleans stea omotive exhibit, the

tial candidate @m Li
“that twenty five Seals ago a
n a flat-boat.™% ng soacoln
soon become st fambglsym-

tionale foreoln’s m
0N

erican poli-

of strength and
ting convention,

tur
i; ray Abraham

ichard gles- ~
icono, y. Aware m
ippe and Tyler E

ti
a

~ glesby erected normous temp mee ouse in downtow;
Decatur and dub it a “wigwam’s eta idely recognize
gwamgy p y recog

\ incoln as a frontie moner with m
° %oral fiber. At the 0 Republican Party state no
O .

N : however, spdkethothing of Lincoks himself,
y ; those who knew the candidate glesb

ed

geon wh e had known for wh

in his yi “Well, not mucl—eny ki

cted Works, 4:24.

1 participation in th&®politic na.* A faux wig ,
ing better ideas

a garrulous cgrmud-

t work Lincoln e: d at
t dreaming,” the @man’c

a:;ed “1828-9”

—8.” Others

en s, who at one point g
e when Lincoln chgiloe@ his and later revised it to I8
d; John Hanks cl e “was never a Democrat, he waflalffays a Whig; so

crndon, Septem-

1s father before him.” Intetview, is Hanks, by William H:
er 3, 1865, in Herndo ants, 1 ; Louis A. Warren, Lincoln’s Youth, 189.
48. Abraham Lincoln, ¢ q ven, Connecticut ch 6, 1860, in Col-

49. A drawing of the Republican Wigwam appears in “
broadside published by Rufus Blanchard, Chicago, Illinoj
Collection of Lincolniana, Library of Congress (hereafte

&

epublican Standard,”
. Alfred Whital Stern

as Stern Collection).
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talot of rails wh made a clearing
ay the two men out to the spot and
ails deemed to es Lincoln mauled

responded, “but he
twelve miles wes
retrieved two w

thirty years ea led them back tofD&atur, and at the right
moment du 1on inside the wigwam, Oglesby’s informant

#aring the wood. ils with an affixgelsion
reading n, the Rail Can e, For President iﬁéO.
Two ra 000 made in 18 .. The informa

John Hanks, the irrepressible spi o gave us the °

, and so many colorful details

incoln’s youth. Ne@pers picked up o

campaign enco it with words

d enthusiasticall political histo* mad o
ivegifas, tiie symbol that fafilgges in the North melai at
uveni ers were making ith their fence @

Hanks could have just as eaSy mentioned to

y Li s flat-
¢b03t1 perience. Had h e so, “Lincoln thgBoatman” t have
'\

eme s the candidate’ ier symbol of r ppea
deféigtial article dubb incoln “The Flat Man.

er, had problems. I'¥bting a ﬂatboatﬂup aci
vessel—did not @ictographically ho dle t
b in a wilderness

eputations. The
by might have @bed— n “Lincoln the Boat-

N thers suggested
s & S &

’. : d by Jo anks with an X and,attested
by R.J. O , certifies that the e “fry of 30,000 made by aham

Lincoln a elf thirty years ago i county. S, ['he figure was later dtoa

Q more rea ¢ 3000. Hanks Fami ers, M ript Collection, SC 6 raham

Lincoln dential Library, Spri

0.
Linc ~1, As Related by GobOglesby,”
. 2%0): 271; Mark A. PSlmmer, Lincoln’s

ana and Chicago: Uniy&flity of Illinois

p 001), 41-43. ls
. “Political Intelligence ompl Among the Farmers,” Wew York Herald,

ne'25, 1860, p. 5, c.

53. “The Republican Nothinees,”@liicle¥originally appeari the Boston Journal,
cked up by the Sz. Albans Daily er (St. Albans, VT), 1, 1860, p. 1.

54. Lincoln himself gave equal weight to rail-mauling an oating in his speech at

New Haven—which, incidentally, occurred two months he Decatur convention
and the birth of the Rail-Splitter.

&
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Flatboating insq ass rnm secondary but n$eless significant
role in symbolizi inc candidate. A fa campaign paint-
i xample, promi featured the Rail-

kside forest overl g an Ohio-like river

ing by an unkn, artist
Splitter mauli s in
flatboat drifts dowmnriver behind Lincoln’s
ail campaign ﬂﬁtured the famo lit-
cally incorporateG9pld Abe in his ﬂatﬁ or

in the dist and

figure. Env@es use
rail fen:@L also

“Hones inco His Flat Boat” fitgithe design.”® One aign
item deployed fla ng as its primary/roliography: a broads tit
The blican d featured a c wood engravin in
poli atbo n the Mississip(mrounded by a bor, split
two log cabins o flatboats. It #n read,

COLNASAF OATMAN ON

e O MIS PI RIVER ﬁ
QUINCY HE DISTANC
I m

&ter the Great, to whose genius Russia owes her tame, se

apprenticeship t ip building. Abrah Lincol

rved an apprentice to flatboating, an he ye e
the Ship of State is own inherent h of pu 6

ocumented evidegce indicates that 14 cmﬂatbo@ past Quincy,

ississippi wel froftitgconfluence with
oats could not na e aga e current). The

o e Illinois River. (
e roadside’s blog§al text read,

O S
At twen®y-6ne he removed to , and the first year ¢

b Lo e labor on a farm, re he fellow laborer

N (na anks) SPLIT T E TH D RAILS, in °

, the year 1830. It will be inte@g to th ions before whom
h ow placed as a can ort st office in the gif’

Q ee people, to kno e onc aged a flatboat on t

Qio River. The anecd hich metimes related
nds of his maritiQ(pen ore the introducti

@eam on the westeE 1S, cribably laughable

Nghat New Orleangs he entiré@outhern leg of higmeys go un-
ioned. Quincy, on t other:nd, gets prominent tré#ment. Would

Qlining light on Li expe in the South’wmier slave mart

55. “Winnowings,” New York Times, November 5, 1888, p@
56. “Republican Standard,” Stern Collection.
57. Ibid. (emphasis in original)

\m@
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invite potentially difggctin ns, at a time wh y further nation-

al divisiveness mj 1o ssion? Or might j to the suspicions
of ardent aboliti s that ucky-born Linc bled all too much
in the South a slave ing economy—hilidtlaws were prominent
slave-owneNnd lac e passion to destrgy the institution? The
omission c%ponds Lincoln’s own autobiographicalgnates,

in usly silent on sla“ad—

which, ed o ier, remain cons

ing in ]erean pared to what h

campaign, like Li , seemed to be highi \
of political sy sm, composer (%@gs Gr\

ate’s metaphors i@ng and dance. 60 “Lg

eatured frontier ings on the co& ched w

@EST OLD ABE” lit many a rail 6
up to his work, an@ surely not fail,

He has guided his FLAT-BOAT thro’ many a strait, o
R # b\d watchful he'll @t the HELM of thatate.sg ~
3 ML&I}’ inclined Lincgupporters also p ed ﬁdeﬂwa&e m

t or, Rail Splitters Book, which inv, flatb emes in dit-
\ 3 ch as “Lincoln &at Horn™
o I'shall go fo@aham Lincoln, the —handuat—boat—
o man. ..
O '~ Lincoln, oatman of the S o!
Lincoh*e oatman, is the Friend! ¢
b Lincc@ Boatman, lead to victory!™ °
,. : Supporters alsO used the flatboa in mam culture. Republjcans in

Cassopoligglichigan, built “a n K t Cabin, or Wig , for
Q their use Wing the campaigrg he te thousands of wi nthu-
siastic Qorter’s who desce on S@ﬂdd in Augus pulled
alongga fammoth flatboatfon heel!N eir mile-and-a- ng pro-
cess Other rallies la at atured floats de;&ing all three

uick , Dedicated to the Hon. aham Lincoln,”
ect music (Philadelp & Wa 0), 2. Stern Collectian.
59. The Wide-Awake Vocatist or, Iiters’ Song Book (N‘wrk: E. A. Daggett,
60), 29, 58. @

60. “Summary of News,” The Constitution (Washington, ) June 2, 1860, p. 3.
61. “Lincoln at Home: Seventy-Five Thousand Republw Call on Him—Impos-

. Charles Grobe, “Linco

ing Demonstration,” Chicago Press and Tribune, August 9, ,p- 1.
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symbols: the splitti log cabin, and atboat on which
smoke exuded fr and roosters cr in their coops.”?
Some supporter; mbolism in the at—of the poverty
imposed on g@% i like Lincoln via vils of slavery, from

which Linc~ug :
* by ¢ [Lincoln’s] yOQf all advantages, 0
ed and im on a flat boat.b at flat boat, bearib
c

enemies saw thr he manipulative\ical i
tead Lincoln’s -bucolic ascen into t

sional class. Ot isdained the acco his
rustic riverine roots. “They hat coln,” wrote a L n sy zer in

#refer o this group; “T re refined and edycated men; vulgar
Y/ jeste, olent of the flat- nd the backwo@ne el
\ nev&per, suspicious of;

ew York

rural Western “ and Is” whom
t sident-elect migh oint to federal p ns, tu he imagery
¢ int@¥insults by describgag Lincoln’s men agg o “have been
\ oard the same at, and taken yghs f ghe same tin cup
° th [Lincoln].”®® eland editorialist ndidate Lincoln
S y cackling in a gerated rural Wegtern diajgct, “He split some rails
O in Illinoy and b a roarin’ flat—boé\emaiﬁonly qualificatio
b aside frum [siclyis personal beautﬁ resid the United States®
The editoriaQalso derided the aforement Republican Sta
ing the former t captitinitising to guide the Ship

&
’. : broadside he

e Linkin Capting e Shipg®f State, and in less thw
ear she’ll be wit Uddvi ass, or anchor.&
Y /
. Canton Regular, Auguss R

8, 1860Qs interpreted by H. Pres'glmes, “Political
agCantry in the Cam~860 i is,” Abraham Lincoln Quarterly 4, no. 7 (Sep-
mber 1947): 332. Q
63. “Our Representative Men,” Tribune, June 11, 1 -2 (emphasis added).
64. “The Light-Haired to the Front,” Daily Ohio Statesm lumbus), 31, no. 291,

June 2, 1864, p. 2 (emphasis added).
65. “A Raid Upon Washington,” New York Herald, Mal@86l, p-6,c.C.

&

0SS io to free soil, fre supplied what slav m
denied, a ¢ him steadily up o the Presidency. \
&brah?c In . . —from ¢ t-boat to the Presid, \
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wants to se@ Shiﬁ te degenerate int kety old

flat-boat?S,

ticulate yok\ ey lam ed Lincoln’s pro al biography:

Olc&e is bor suffers from teet]
serts . . @ome with an axe on.{

eco dshipman on a fla
service, fli s commission to t
xe, and ces his career as4

ith o elebrated as hims
inspir: of his talent, spits ail splitting, tears

m fro s, and turns law & . An extraordina
si ture casts him int tate Legislature. ill more
édinary convulsion

im in Congres r¢ he de
es the Mexican W poses the Ameri iers an
: ets his mileage. He goes home and is driven into obscurit
'~

&indignam constit He is picked out tégun at the
the abolition ma for President, an iously s
‘ the result.*’ °
¢ @ciculaﬂy scurrilogs satirical pamphl Qed in by the Cop-
\ eads (Northern "Western anti- oc o viewed Lin-
o u

Other oppone revg\rlapless John Hagflsgdisdained as an inar-

ed Hanks. He f

as a despot) m the images an tione veracity. “Now

0 entlemen,” say incoln figure in ope vigne
of calling me a oatman, a rail s , Al rth. I assure yo
never made b e voyage on a flaf. and plit but one rail a

that’s the 74/ 7 “Really, Lincoln,” respon isgusted citizen

y are the meantfi—,” only to sto;@id—se as he watched Ling|n
' A guzzle chegp whiskey.* \ s
Q Rep ns used the att n L& rusticity to t van-

hei
that og cabin, the s ims, and
thei date but success ndercut
sa new Republicar& he party
#' - 0
- “A Political Sermon—0by/the Refy Hardshell Pike,” origina ublished in the
Qe eland Plaindealer adpiclyd up bAiscomin Patriot (Madi
8

“people are very fond

tage— eftly so, for they
the fla not only huma
Der@ts’ depiction of

on, WI), August 18,

60, p. 7.
67. “Life of Lincoln” pamphle ing at Chicago nomi
ported by Weekly Wisconsin Patriot (Madison, W1I), June 30,
68. Abraham Africanus I: His Secret Life, as Revealed Und,
York: J. F. Feeks, 1864), 31 (emphasis in original).

g convention, as re-

p. 6.
esmeric Influence (New
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of the entrenched @y i@cy. Members of $ssionately pro-
Lincoln “Wide mes” % y co-opted thei°30nents’ tactics by
singing,

Let Qr mail—splitting, splittiridsplitting, Flat-

o
1, and drive the v@ For Lincoln, the”
ling symbols helfled endear the assassi
t Americans t day can recite a
t featured two m (the log cabi
oln Bicentennia igns of the pe
theme: the ren of the wilder
mesticity (log ca agriculture, pa c
erce (flatboats), t h individual sty it
rd work. While the flatbodt lagged in press réie o
#imag pn, it may well be ase that of the th ~
'\ prov, be the most gem@ influential in I_§’s li? m
o .
$ anschauung refers&m individual’s ¢ i &ptualization S
umanity and lif arth. Its loan tr Qrman in the late m
o Oineteenth cent duced the convenient and self=defining English
O '~ word “worldvie tboatmen saw Ugrvorl change as a res
of their journey they broaden ersp of folks back h:
b ¢ in recountin experiences. “Thesc®iver- .. brought us st
y accounts of t untries in the fagSouth,” r one old Hoosieer
y

A T told us of the m , th s, the live-oak, o‘
Q t do

large and populow
69. gide—dwake Vocalist a@'l Spli ~ng Book (New York:b Daggett,

1860
e flatboat symbol, h@, ret: certain stigma for de One admirer
o ormer president d n 1895 that; although Lincoln ided flatboats,

ancoln was never in any senscof the a ‘flatboatman.” Viele dettied that word not
s an occupation, but a cter: en were “a distinctelass of men . . . rough
d lawless, [and] a terror t0"[stea sengers by their gies. . . . To say, or
ppose, that Abraham Lincoln w ne of these men is si bsurd.” Gen. Egbert

L. Viele, “Lincoln Not a Flatboatman: Fis Trip Down the
Sell a Barrel of Whiskey and a Case of Tobacco,” Springfi
MA), March 12, 1895, p. 12.

ppi to New Orleans to
publication (Springfield,
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!! As quoted by Ryglwren§er, Lincoln and his
irth to Illinois Legislature echw, ’A: Stackpole Boo
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plantations @her tl‘Qerseer would buy a a whole

boat-load plie ad seen also the slaves, men

and Womerkin e plantations, and ‘;Q!ards armed
with g d whi . They told us, in dertone, that
this y hard k at; that is was all g, but that the
law ‘ d the gs.”! L4

“The tr ous p?e river life playe Qeveloping the #lons

and inte ce OQ estern settlers Aca@er be estimated,” nded m

a journalist later i nineteenth cent 0 them it brought
of th Vized
s to the notion

y it alone they .
tanschauung wh allin@
fimo i i
. &

”»
religi , lin-
rlea ormed

ed his worldvie ~
rips placed Lincotilgn a subtropical z r th and only m
his life. Magnoli@d a few palms he hav during his

ngton years, but theTuxuriant flora an inctivmna associated
it a nine-month ggfwing season and fi six f¢ nnual rainfall
t his eyes only dugimgthe trips to Ne ns. @15 of the voyag-
i the floodplain of the"Mlississippi and Yazoo rivers
Vicksburg, exp Linc@@gto one of the last va
tinent. Had he \é

sses of the casty foft
nd with a new roagei
have—Lincoln va

train while in Ne rlean

1828 and a ilroad in 1831, hgcertainly
have gained his one and only vie ulf wa According to ong recol-
lection, t ips to New Orlea o1i upon Lincoln t&yna—

mism of ntamed Mississi iver. ining a large mj map
hangi ainst the wall,” r beredaitucky Congre eorge
Yea ter a visit to the In ~ ouse, the presid

w pointed out wher, Mis river once made a&se—
rid: The Early Years,

06), 83.
, p- 10, c. 3 (emphasis

72. “The Mississippi Valley Fle
added).

73. As quoted by J. Edward Murr, “Lincoln in Indiana
14, no. 1 (March 1918): 149 (emphasis added).

Lake Herald, July 12

ana Magazine of History
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incoln Lore: Bulletin o
75. For a discussion on L1 n
incoln’s Interest in Catholic Ins ) Lincoln Lore: Bullat:
1944,

#Ame
se G?ﬂtil he stepped u
elected congressmarl in 1848. It also
gcrse and culturallygreign city in the U

Oent ever came tQ s
into Niagara Fal
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shoe bend, @ a or@ circuit, around he went
on a flatbg®min des &g the river, and poj out where
the river throu e narrow peninsula e he was at
New O, s, maki new channel thro ich the pilot,
on ourne ed the steamer, wh&i®it was dry land
on Q‘ n tri L4
That g hical é@ion informed Li s advocacy for i
navigati d co ly his role as mi commander in

Flpating into 1d have seen for t

(inde
not only aboun
Orleans ranked e largest city the
d would remain

\WSt ethnically
annot say that
@he tuture presi-
becatise he day-tripped

he city first expos

s, or Catholics
eoples and their gl
iver.” But we ca

re—in terms of gthnic-
s, foodways, arc ure,

coln’s visits to t thern entrepot
g foot in another co
nada, in 1857. N

or Spanish-spga immi
occasionally enco
tural ways i iana, Illinois, o

that Lincoln immersed himself i

ity, ancesmeligion, language;

Lincoln to Fre
Catholicism,

, ca

and shee an magnitudene so i Orleans than i other

place e of his life. rlean ated scholar L . War-

ren, Lincoln] an opp%ity Ei~alize a typical for, ity.”7 It

wouldialso expose him t nati est concentratio ree people
/

QNew Orleans,”

. As quoted in Louis A. Warren, “Lincoln’s Return Trip
oln Na ife Foundation, no. , April 25, 1938.
oln héficism, see Louis ren, ed., “President
the Lincoln National
Life Foundation, no. 790, May 29,
76. Louis A. Warren, ed., “Lincoln in New Orleans,” Lj

coln National Life Foundation, no. 333, August 26, 1935.

&

ore: Bulletin of the Lin-
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o groes, a ners, and catholics.”
Y/ I should'b emigrating to so untr re they make
O ~ no pret f loving liberty—&sia, fc ance, where ¢
¢ despot%an be taken pure,'~witho&e base alloy of
hypoc sic].”8 O
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of color, among tthe f @ealthiest and be$ucated people of
African ancestry er &oln never specifi ommented on the
city’s diversity, but @me closc¥yhen he personall d-edited biographi-
cal words on t pic p

ing at “the N—negro anter of the sugar—cqut, and the patriarchal

by W. D. Howe 1860. After marvel-
creole of L(&ana ” ut edits from Lirg owells saluted 0
bc voyageur and t

~

t i opulation of Ne leansgn
wrote forceful st th ist
litica ment gaining p ity at that tim m not mow—
othing,” he declared. Q
one w. -

radin;
y declar
read

e Knggv-
ed eqf
hen it

at is certain. Ho d I be? How can
‘ ors the oppressio groes, be in favor
of white people? . s a nation, we be

m “all men are creaged equal.” We now prac
are created eqigil, except negroes.”

¢ get control, jgill read “all men a

es
hat
men
things
ept ne-
es to this

One other worldview influenc nts @, one that parlayd con-
veniently, military strategi Lin%r in life regular eled
p

Wester rs while on lega oliti ircuits. But onl g the
New ns voyages did hgfexer tr e main lower t hannel
of t rssissippi River sys Dug Civil War, that became

vit e Union’s strate, a mander in chie it—“bisect

\ !
g77. William Dean Howells, Life rawam Lincoln, facsi
ography corrected by the hand o am Lincoln (Bloomi

Press, 1960), 25.

78. Abraham Lincoln to Joshua F. Speed, August 24, w

ition of campaign
: Indiana University

n Collected Works, 2:323
(emphasis in original).

&
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‘9

the Confederacy a t e 1551pp1 flow unvefig to the sea.””” The
bluff-top cities t ; d up to in 1828 831 now, in 1861,
aimed artillery ps As Lincoln 1th his generals and

devised strate only nal mental imag e could possibly have
drawn upo visionj aces like Memphis,Vicksburg, Grand Gulf,
Natchez, P udsonf@gfon Rouge, and N rleans all traced to
his dec flat emories. When, each of those pl fell
to Um(nps, beamed optimi 1ly, “The signs 1 tter.

»80

The Father of W: gain goes unvex the sea. m

€

with

grad ions, debuts, sweet sixteens, and gumceanem . 1 rites
are u pegged to a cer ge, in the expectgion that ood is
fort ing.

ore infor-
ften viewed
s is a passage

it, oc

onstrating adult@ rather than decl
ru st hu

and variously. In 1 America, a bo

tary traditions

commg—of age rience. Service i arm i
ected of young rowmg up in s wi i itions.
Oroselynzmg m re a prerequisite for n eteen— r-olds before they

3
N
g"’
v

issi
gain full standihrhe Mormon Ch a semester abroa
working a sum the Rockies, Oi g the Corps are regul

pitched to col tudents as persona Velop t opportunities of
cial significaficeyWhat each exa has in on is a long trlp,
alone or without parents (usual e flrs ), requiring resp 31b11—
ity and r cefulness, involv 15CO nd risk, and pro ga
transfor e experlence Fi 1ve1y sprang, they may be ht of
as “rit assage.” Accepti e r e “passing” satis y earns
soci roval and profess adv ent for the youth; ining or
faili garners dlsappo sternation, part1 rly from el-
d@rho may view 1t5 Ject1on eir tutelage and f life.

or young white m in t trans Appalachlan of the early

79. As recollected by James F. & in Fehrenbacher an i enbacher Recollected
6

Words of Lincoln, 388.
80. Abraham Lincoln to James C. Conkling, August 3, in Collected Works,

6:409.

\
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1800s, flatboating e passage from
boyhood to man d those who made
a living off rive from their sons. In
return, local s i atboat credentials"—
piloting ski ol savvy, knowledge of the Mississippi River and
New Orlea ics,
who co r‘are,
who ca “No
young man could
munitWastated

informally valid

proven his man
himself among #ye Clite young bucks
iana county his ‘without having
>*! Even if the yo arned no profit j

had been to ‘Or and ever after }i
782 Lincoln’s fat omas performeq e

06 and perhaps a ard; his close

uld 1 come a famous sippi River nay g son

raham followed his father’s p&¥n to New Orleans® ater, as

#did m’s relatives on his mother’s and gepmother (John
'~ a ennis Hanks, anﬁn D. Johnston), who e of age

&
o

¢
3

wﬂ ator H&Qge (Baton Rouge and Lon
niversity Press, 1990)¢
82. “The Mississippi Valley Fleet,, ke Herald, July 12,@ p- 10, c. 3.
83. Louis A. Warren, ed., “A RQ Lincoln Memorial,” Li7t0/n Lore: Bulletin of the

I was like “Amwhen he went to rleansOlatboat].
" o I could n& that infernal slavery. I saw “niggers” killed by
a

un homas’ custody. aham’s paternal- ousin Lincoln
a rformed the rite—2a¥d had a similar ex@nee i Orleans, as
ted in this 1907 jiterview:

their m jes’ couldn’t stand

Lincoln’s emplSys flatboated to 1l nd directed the y
men under tf{eificharge to do the es Gentry of Sp

County, per ed the rite regulclyy as did son Allen, his bgothers,

and theirgmns. Another, Den fut Lincoln with a oat
job befoming him to run S store. The rite inated
the bu@s of the Todd famj Lexi Kentucky, ughter

' W.
@s quoted in Mich n, Western Kivermen, 1 763—1861:ﬂand Mississippi

en and the Myth of the ouisiana State

Lincoln National Life Foundation, no. 553, November 13, 19
84. “Abraham Lincoln’s First Cousin Still Living, Giv, ollections of the Great
Emancipator.” Chicago Daily Tribune, February 10, 1907,

&



xesswe people.” He felt t
Ql bsurdity of dotin
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Mary would one da#mry m.% “I had resol en a small boy,”

declared one Ho to ew Orleans on a Qoat. ...7% Lincoln
and his peers w ave e sed the same sentjfint."
The flatb urney:
but rather w\ate a
ness and s % epend

ot stand alone i king Lincoln a man,
ear passage (1828—32) from the impetuous-

1ndepe f ad d.®® That journe

with t pecte h of his beloved

the responsibilitiggand
an, as readers wi all,

ary 1828, a trage also deprived Lj
hre onths d partly becauSeWr that trauma, ¢
rip a@ts influences. A eturning, the alrgfity-changg
am star ding more an fault with his gi but si
.Hea enated village p d burned social

he was outgro the people of hj ]
oody hog-slaug g, and wearisoflie T8il-split con-

vinced h1m that the life of thos®around him woul&#EOt be ne for
h1m , on February 12 0, Lincoln turned gwenty-on ained

hat

lega pendence from her, including t nd keep
his wages. A few w, ater, the Lincol i iana, end-
i Abraham fourtee ars of familiarity ity affiliations.

or—but also

nities, and cha mch spawned the

ring 1831. Upon r nmg ummer, Lincoln

ished permane 1den:$rt from his parents,
'

85. Jean H%ﬁary Todd Lincoln: A pljy ( York and London: \U

Norton & Co 1987), 25, 33-34.
86. Isaac Nayl0t, ‘Judge Isaac Naylor 1873: ob10graphy, India

zine of Histo no. 3 (September 1

87. Ttis i ting to note that Ro Lm& 43-1926), Abraham child
to reach ood, also visited N leans, Unlike his father, incoln
was well by local leaders a ht seeing tour of , includ-

ing fo 0 Metairie Cemeter
Bou treet. Whether the
his r’s famous visit, is u

old1 e, and the French ouse on
oure of the old flatboat rf, or discussed
. pleased with my visi ew Orleans,”
R told a reporter, “w

ve found to'de a hospitable city fj intelligent and
ew Ofganians “had now fully rea the uselessness
unple s of the past.” “Ple with New Orleans:

on. Robert T. Lincoln ome and the Op aily Picayune, No-

mber 8, 1893, p. 8, c. E

88. See Joseph Kett’s dlscusswn of semi-dependence as a@ of life in nineteenth-
century America. Joseph Kett, Rites of Passage: Adolescen merica, 1790 to Present
(New York: Basic Books, Inc. Publishers, 1977), 29-36. w

4\”

during childbir anu- m
n of ever being a

3
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and earned his ow@ges cl@g in Offutt’s N alem store. The
tollowing spring rve N Black Hawk W#Eun experience that,
while not invol comb

sponsibility, a olve

sed danger, requif®® leadership and re-
from militi@wce i mer 1832, Lincoln gmpaigned for a seat in
T

trips into new fzifns.® Upon returning
the state le t by then he wa an

by any four years of tra travel, responsib in-

depend ngthy flatboat j . m
gist Arnold Van nep’s seminal wo e Ri\

of Pa i ied three intercGn{cted stages com rate

suc ctices

wide. First com aration from the tliar w
of outh d amb

Sy wed by a limina f transition, or%
itiyftiinally, the passage, th re-incorporateg soci d
mes gfls Of" her newly earne@@igher status. Lingg ars
ou o Van Gennep’s @: the 1828 trip fiark inififSepa-
¢

ration; the alienation and dis of 1828-31 reprtd
trans ;

1 era, which cul tes with the secogg trip to rleans
and quent Black Hz@r experience. Afj rd—i , imme-

ew Orleans—L re-i
alem society with®®ll manhood stat iving

dia pon returning fi i -

'\t
supporting

¢ elf, and aspiring # lead by running fc e.
\ Evidence of thi age into adult%meg a rare personal
o collection of Lin s a flatboat captaii®@uidin o from New Sa-
s a:m to St. Louih\nd 1835. “One iceablegsrait about Lincoln was
O ~ that he never i ed [sic] to anyb&ha‘c l&nsidered his wor,
Q atw

b recalled crew tephen W. Garﬁ~ “The as in his charge
we addresse@ as ‘Cap’ or ‘Captain.” Acc ying Lincoln’s d
’. : held sense o onsibility and s ness offglipose was “a sad lgok™ on
his face, aggf he was “in a dee or st a friend or relat@e.” In-
Q troversiom.thoughtfulness ied w. er moments navi n did
not: ¢ the boat was on s h wa d needed but I ntion,
he re e and talked s - Mver had anythin@y about
him The crewmates 0 at Lincoln’s emoti®nial distance,
/
ighting Indians, like oating ew Orleans, also forme ething of a rite
f passage for young esof t and place, as evidegced by the previously
%ed Isaac Naylor (quoted htre in \I Kdd resolved when boy to accomplish
o objects if I had the opportuni so. I had determi% o to New Orleans on
a flatboat, and to go on a campaign against the Indians. Havi omplished the former
object, I had an opportunity of accomplishing the latter.” r, “Judge Isaac Naylor,”

136.

&
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@nd master and w iked him.” That
w Lincoln agai incinnati en route
residency. “I co ill detect the same
ace that I first SQ quarter of a century
own the Illinois toggther.””°
henomenon rele %o Lincoln’s flat ex-
change.” Today thiSgverused expressionlaies
inking caused b, ly any agency. T
Shakespeare’s Tle  Tempest, suggests
undly transfor rst-time traveler
rged new surviv tegies, created s
iritual awarenes ey sailed acro reate
isembarked at t estination withpersp s
life. No doubt t is truth in the ‘sed@ange;’ an

ings rm slightly every@ thus it seems r@fisolfyble th ifi-
cant shifts occur over the course O lengthy, risky, fi e tcheanic

trave
Y/ ¢ hat about rivers? el on rivers, wit isible of their

\ nea anks, imparts legrstery and risk th

ting experience arg@bly may be viewe i ver change”

$ ts. Evidence preg®nted in this book s

saw new condj and geograph i eril, witnessed

Q ignant spectacle ined skills, built nd came home
s hanged. Other the change in Ldacoln, prior to the intense
O ~ microanalysis L ’s life received a e a:s%ztion. An admiri

e intel

b congressman, ing in 1864, tra' incol‘ lectual, social,
y
' [T]hat one trading trip flatbo,

a whole college co

moral develo t to his river journeys:
Q own the mighty Fi

ew-Orleans was‘
7. . passed, day aft
aw its tributaries, a

ided, observed an
nversed and trade

ts people, and fo i t robbers, gainedgen-
w largement of so;l ntelle ariety of informati act
and independen~charac er that no learned profesaould

4\ have impar did e e lowest duties he undertook
90. “Garrison’s Prediction: Death o; Abraham Lincoln’s d Recalls a Prophecy

Made by the Old Man That Came True,” Omaha World September 30, 1899, p.
4.

&
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honestly am@, ye h@‘—expanding mind$ him to
higher duw life l\

Four years late aging ce Greeley drew Qilar interpretation of

the river tr trinsicely’ life-changing, goli¥fso far as to analogize
them to a c% diplo@scribed on sheepski¥

lege, I wi .. .. [Lincoln st introduction to \b
utside m the deck of a ¢ -horn” must have \
onder, Interesting and su@e. To one whose w

county town[,] th
m havm a marvelous spect ich glowed in his rom
t s of the Ohio and t er Mississippi. Th Cairo ¢ c
Memphis a wo
dge with a few s i
even these were in striking contrast to the somber monotons{of
§ great woods. Th&s were enlivened b
\ ‘ eeding steamboat pensing smoke by
night; while New @ans, though scarcel
m she now is, was the ¥9cus of a vast comm,
¢ tion which (fof®@America) might be
¢ not that our ¢ d green young b
a piece of w ned sheepskin suitasdy.
e o rendered wo boat trips memorable ashis degrees in ca-
Ny pacity to e3Vell his part on tha@ whic%mank‘md for ¢
/

its audigice.

N ‘

? We should b%lptical, however, scribinmncy to inanimate 1°—
y ral forces. The Mississippi di g but to the Gulf; it was the
human cmucts exploiting it ent ing its banks—t il of
Q navigati e commerce, th tatio people, the metr@is, the

bonda hat influenced t rs like Gz Coln.
n himself alludecbme I ~ his flatboat expe s played
in al development. rdi e recollection, hagieferenced his
ri@ays while lec’aﬁ@;roup unday school 50‘1 s, explain-

491. “Character of President Li marks by Hon. @kcman,” New York
imes, November 27, 1864, p. 5.

92. Horace Greeley, “Greeley’s Estimate of Lincoln: An lished Address,” Cen-
tury Illustrated Magazine 42, no. 3 (July 1891): 372. Greelegmsidinally wrote this address
circa 1868.

&
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ing that “the only @mci O@Cessful navigatio . on the Missis-

sippi . . . depend ner in which [th oat| was started.”
Concluded Lin ‘So it ith you young folkS#". . Be sure you get
and you’ll make d voyage to a happy
mpaign trail in 1843 Lincoln cast his 1831
ticating, dues-p experience, ass nmhls

flatboat Vo&as ana
politicaao ters Wnis presently rising“Wgature made him

man of

. the older s of [Menard] C

ears ago knew m angelr], friendless,

wealth, and arrist family d1st1nct1

1860,hi't speaking in Nev@en on the presi camp ra11,
incoln invoked his flatboat toil®as evidence of his ona ge out

#of th&rty of his youth assage he we to say, t uld be
rep by the free blac § s

the ork for himself afterward a lly to hire men
to wotdlor him!%

may lo rward and hope to 1red latorer this year and O

Observe ticed how the ri per affected Lincolpge Wiy of
commugiciating. A journalist ng in ary 1865 detec edm—boat
lingo” e pre&dent s dict such' 1s promise upon @ igening th

presm to “run the mac as d it.”% After the sination,

. “As In Years Gone By, icago , February 13, 1895, p. 5
. Abraham Lincol tm March 26,1843, 1 llected Works, 1:319—
0 (emphasis added).

95. Lincoln, “Speech at New H arch 6, 1860, in Co, Works, 4:24-25 (em-
phasis added).
96. “Latest News from the South,” Sun (Baltimore, M ry 21, 1865, p. 1, citing

other Southern newspapers.

\“

Q

iless boy, working o at boat—at ten do w
arn that I have be down here as th #

[F]rce society is O that [a poor ma ows et-
ter his condition; he knows that there is xed c on of
labor, for his v& life. I am not ash twenty
five years ag as a hired laborer, ) ork on a
o flat-boat5i bat might happen to any poor many Son! I want
every ma ave the chance— beli black man is
entitled in which he cag hlS co n—when he ¢
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a New York City p@an, ie@ng on the late pr nt’s mannerisms,

wrote:
was to become Pyfsigent . . . made
t -hand, and appa , not without

as

imp som@e peculiarities of that@bcation upon his
c r; for, he thoughtful andéwhat reticent na—
M. n’s mind, was alw, ended the free a
mann the voyageur. The s of wit and aptnb
of anecdo h which the tedi the boatman’s life
ried, 1 a characteristic_ofgMr. Lincoln’s conv@
tion. . . istinguished states nd intimate frlen e
deceasCPresident [stated ¢ ny of the most nt
m dise@ . of State po eived point and 1 t10n
apphcatmn ofan ecdote, drawn fro stores
@mory which seem y supplied with G
i explicitly found inspiration in the boatman’s patient to to-

our
ourse
f rive

orld

rivers
e boat no
el as a met-

challenges of t
point to point,’ arked, “settin
than they can see 8 Indeed, the no
for life occupied a special place in Linc ally. On the

of his Springfie]%ning room hung ed the second of

omas Cole’s fou m us Voyage of Lj, 1ngs§ctively subtitled
Om‘b Youth, M. and O/d Age. It features a robust lad departing on

ment. “The pilot

3
N
g
v

O '~ a gilded vessel d lush river, towa subh dscape of majesti
mountains and 1al clouds. ' b
b Voyage of outh hangs in the coln h& to this day.” O
-\ ‘D
y
This stu ds that Lincoln’ oat ys to New Orle flu-
Q enced an in meaningfu . W how
the hi al narrative of t

clude by conte

inﬂuenced our‘%—ending
so readily identi ur great-
or wrongly, we & mytholo-

O

ity of New York, Un-
ny, 1866), xvi—xvii.
asis added). Lincoln
G. Blaine.
e Cole print indeed be-
e of their occupancy.

mnderstand the eni
est dent. For better
@ o
Q . David Thomas V Obseq braham Lincoln, in ¢,
r the Auspices of the Common Counci wélork: E. Jones &
98. Abraham Lincoln, as quotwonald Lincoln, 15
used this river analogy to explain his Reconstruction plan to

99. A U.S. Park Service ranger attested to the author
longed to the Lincolns and hung in their dining room at

&



t o is now destined
of the monomytl@recurs in countless
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gized Lincoln, and@ein iemue in understand&e role the flat-

boat journeys pla inc ature. Q

In his revol ry 19 ok The Hero Wi housand Faces, my-
thologist Josep lyzed myriad legéacross human history
and found aracters, and lessons.

ong their storylines,i‘
«

e termed the o-
logical hero passﬁ;st,

stances. He th eives

From thes

3

and evigtually s
usu

to battle back ically, “seize the s an ge
e return trip conw additional thrg t the now
thrillingly overcom® adversaries with*®#r-mo ease.

greatness: the sa f his e. The basic
, from k mythology

returns to his ordggary world, but no Igager is he niy, for
ught back an eli a power, a treas§r ales arned—
e great adventurg as transformed and, powered,
Ali@onderland, The

, and Harry Potter.

Lincoln’s N eans trips, as degicted inggistorical literature over
the past 150 ye gn well with the &:nts o pbell’s monomy

m the most orcﬂ~

of ciﬂg tances. Like mo
his peers, he Qs the call for adventure to s down the Missis ]

something ent®uraged and expec his el Off he goes on the long
trip to a erous and exoti i Orleans. He e ters
risk (in r avigation, as alb ), engages in bam with

the seyfighlack men in Louis ufjgles with an or tness-
ing s and slave tradingj. i in each case, ev: naviga-
tion ards, resisting b ing a lesson of m@ral'outrage—

If Jmpcr get a chance to hit 3 it it hard—{rom w, saw at the
l&sauction. He retu d; the seeds of grea are planted.

day he will us@to sav, eople.
Problems emerge,“&f courggawiitn we investig e New Orleans
ips critically. The seemin&nless alignment ditional Lincoln

literature with the monomyth starts to show some . For example, the
trips did not stand alone in Lincoln’s passage ulthood, but rather

&

myth,” ugh which the m

the herq‘ ano sly in ordinary

a call to adventu luctant at first, ¢ s encouraged by eld\
arks on his adve , W]‘\

the unknown. ncou
threshold intops €rous

3
N
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ation. He proba ver said the “hit
y gained moral e tion in witnessing
then, the experj did not make him
n abolitionist. A esisting supernatural
maintain that Lincgln was never “destined”

erely a good mgnavho

punctuated a four-
it hard” line, alth,
New Orleans—s
a racial egalita
impulses,

n 1magin
em the 1 of the flatboat and why it featu min in
k written about am Lincoln, fr tldren’ ers
es. It speaks to yline we have that

profoundly resonates in the hu mind, given tha osep mpbell

disco we have been t@ it since time imngemorial. ~
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