Left: This earliest-known daguerreotype of Abraham Lin-
coln, attributed to Nicholas H. Shepherd and taken around
1846-47, is losest we can come to picturing how Lin-
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Population Growth in the
Trans-Appalachian West
1700-1860

Lincoln’s ancestors emulated thousands Americans who, between the 1780s and 1810s, migrated westward
over the Appalachian Mountains and in hio and Mississippi river valleys. In a remarkably short period, Western-
ers produced far more agricultural co ies—corn, wheat, hogs, tobacco—than they could consume or trade
locally. They exported surpluses vi*ﬁts to New Orleans and the lower Mississippi Valley plantation country, in
exchange for much-needed hard, ncWMaps by Richard Campanella.







Above: A typical flatboat of the Western
rivers, ca. 1820s. These vernacular vessels
of oak, poplar, or pine typically measured
twelve to twenty feet in width, twenty-five
to forty feet in length, and capable of bear-
ing well over thirty tons. An on-deck cabin
sheltered cargo and crew. From the 1780s
to the 1860s, men by the thousands guide
flatboats downriver to the New Orleg
market. Image from Victor Collot, A Jou v
in North America (Paris, France: Ar] B

trand, 1826).

Top right: George Caleb Bingha he QI Ey L
Jolly Flatboatmen (1846) captures how B el e
most Americans came to per issis- e
sippi boatmen. Flatboats w monly
called “broad horns,” for'%d ng oars
(“sweeps”) protruding from t es,asda

picted in Bingham'’s painting.

Middle and bottom :'The advel
steamboats in th% ectiv
the problem of co rrent

and made sail- a
all but obsolete
West. Flatbo
effective—c|
gratis by tl
with stea

ew Orleans, crews
s, sold the scrap
s home, reduc-
ent and mak-
ing flatboat cqailer@ more economical.
They performed OWg@pard tasks for steam-
boat captains, such as loading firewood,
to reduce or eliminate their fares. Details
of “Bound Down the River” by Currier & Ives,
(1870) and “A Steamboat Race on the Mis-
sissippi” by George F. Fuller (1859) courtg
Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-5 and LC-O
pga-03028.




Above: The upp t sign on this flood marker
tlights) dramatically illus-

(just below
trates how hi hio River used to rise before
the advent o s and flood control. Flatboat-
men loved high water because it meant swift
river vel Below: City Hall bulletin board in
West P ntucky. River towns along the Ohio
and issTppi exude a poignant sense of past
grar‘QOnce strategically located, they now
sit o waters, as the nation and world have

vanced to new forms of transportation. Photos
ichard Campanella, 2008.

Above scenes: Thomas Lincoln launched a oft from the em-
barcadero of the tiny Ohio River outpost of nt, Kentucky, in
March 1806, guiding it to New Orleans and ing by early May.

Flatboating to New Orleans formed so of arite of passage
for young Western men; Thomas' neigh n, neighbors’ sons,
and many others in his world perf ritual multiple times.

Photos by Richard Campanella, ZQ .' :




Top: Downtown Elizabethtown, Ken-
tucky, where Thomas Lincoln and
Nancy Hanks married, settled, prg-
duced a daughter, and conceivé
a son. The Lincolns then move
Hodgen'’s Mill (later Hodgenville,

ond from top) in Hardin County, spe-

cifically to a place known as Siaking
Spring (which still flows at

tom of this rock staircase'i ar
Nolin Creek. There, Abrahagoln
was born on February 12, 1809, in a
log cabin now comm, rated by
a massive Classical

low). Lincoln’s

the modern-day

region; allusions

and narrative ar

by Richard Cam




Above, left, a
tionable Ke

: k place.” T, today is the
3 peacef ristine of the
oln land . Photos by Rich-

d Ca ellg 2008.

“[We] removed to what is
now Spencer county In-
diana, in the autumn of
1816," Lincoln explained,
“partly on account of slav-
ery; but chiefly on account
of the difficulty in land
titles in Klentuckly.” The
family settled near what is
now Gentryville (top left),
in the dense hardwood
forests and gently undulat-
ing terrain of Pigeon Creek
(middleleft). Thefootprint
of the Lincolns’ one-room
cabin is marked today by
this bronzed frame (bot-
tom left), which incorpo-
rates what are probably
the original hearthstones.
One of the many hardships
endured in this region was
the mysterious affliction
known as milk sickness.
Lincoln’s own mother Nan-
cy succumbed to it in the
autumn of 1818; she lies to-
day in this grave (bottom
right). Photos by Richard
Campanella, 2008.



e L

asaw Lincolrme
-one. Higfirst experience with rivers, vess®

Sout .
man of t
anghriverifly commerce e in 1828 at the busy Anderson
ijence (t here he gained empl nt
on Indiaha’s siw o River (top right). Amis

most influenti ors was the Gentry famj se
patriarch, James, oWhed extensive landholdi river
launch, and a store (middle left), where Abrah joyed
newspapers and conversation. In 1828, Jam ry hired
Abraham to assist his son Allen in guiding a tto New

Orleans. Gentry family members remaing ern Indi-
anain large numbers. Buried in the sam@w Creek Bap-

tist Church Cemetery as these Gent dle right) is Lincoln’s older sister Sarah (bottom left), who died during
childbirth in 1828. Closer to Gentry\Nds the home of William Jones (bottom right), another influential flatboat-
Ph

ing figure from Lincoln’s Indianq tos by Richard Campanella, 2008.
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Top two scenes: View of the Ohfo River and Street in downtown Ro The name of this Indiana town comes
from the white limesto Juff (middl ong its riverfront, a land r navigators and a landing for steam-

boats, as seenin thisi iddleri m around 1900. Steamboit photograph by John M. Killian, courtesy Spencer

County Public Librg ictureB# er photos by Richard Camgllinella, 2008.

Above'@nd right; dred feet downriver (/| 1 — - - 3 I
from the blu Id Lower Landing (Gen- =) MARKING D LOWER LANDING a
try’s Landing), wh llen Gentry and Abram_ L WHERE IN 1828~ AGE 10- 4

Lincoln built and launched their flatboat for ABRA HA—M Ll N 1; ] L N

Orleans in the spring of 1828. A limestone . WITH Al LEN GENTRY MADE HIS Fif

ment marks the spot today, inscribed with FLATHOAT TRIP TO NEW ORLEANS, HI
toriously dubious but oft-quoted line, “If | 5L/ SOLD AND 'SAID. . CIF | EVER
a chance to hit that thing [slavery], Ill h d.” A1 HIT THAT CTHING FLL HIL AT Hy
Photos by Richard Campanella, 2008. IPATICON. PROCLAMAT it il
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When in 1828 Did Allen Gentry and Abraham Lineoln Depart by Flathoat for New Orleans?
Evidence for Springtime Departu Evidence fige Autumn/Winter Departure
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Above: The mystery of Lincq b fitt tr|p to leans concerns whether, ched in the spring of 1828, or in
the late fall and early wi year. W xperienced on the Missis nd in New Orleans is contingent on
resolving this key question. nce pres in this book, and welgh caIIy in this chart, leans decisively to

an April 1828 launch. Analysis and chart d Campanella, see text fo

Left: This bankside view near Mt. Vernon, In
down the Ohio River shortly after launch.
1828; in fact, vast hydrological, topographj
River Valley since Lincoln’s time. Photos

N

epresents what Lincoln and Gentry would have seen while drifting
is riverside bluff may appear to be as pristine and wild as it was in
ecologlcal changes have been wrought by man upon the Mississippi
Spencer County Visitors Bureau, September 2008.




Above: Mrs. Jane Boultinghouse views the Rockport
riverfront monument marking where her grea
great-grandfather Allen Gentry and his
Abraham Lincoln launched for New Orlean
earlier. Above right: Mr. Robert Grose,
to complete two full formal reenactme
Rockport-to-New Orleans journey, sh
his 2008 trip (including a visit to
Mrs. Barbara Dillon, who is also
granddaughter of Allen Gentry: :

County Library holds a treasure trove of¥ocal historica
material and flatboat memoraRilia. Lincoln’sggonnec-
tion with the town and coun

of his flatboat trip, are major s of local s
evidenced by Victor Kup% 'work on @s at
the library. His paintings (bel depict and

Gentry launching at Rockoort and witn slave
auction at New Orleap¥ 0s by Ri mpan-

ella, 2008. .




3 the river landing in front of a prototypical cotton plantation, where flatboats and riverboats
ly inter. plantation life. The to aphy (which is exaggerated in this illustration) represents the
MississTpi’s bluff-igmmel eaggern bank from Vicksbu, ton Rouge. River towns here embodied two topographically
distinct sectio tes@ential district “on the hill,” ough commercial boat landing “under the hill.” Natchez, Mis-
sissippi, which LinCS@ passed in 1828 and 183 preserves this two-tiered geography today: Natchez Under the
Hill is shown in the middle and bottom left ph atchez proper, “on the hill,” appears at bottom right. This Missis-
sippi city ranked second only to New Orleansg s of flatboat traffic. U.S. Custom Service manifests show that some
flatboats operated in a sort of triangular tr ying Western produce from the upcountry to Natchez, exchanging
it there for cotton and other Southern produ hen transporting their new cargo to New Orleans to complete their
enterprise and return upcountry with ¢ awing by Adrien Persac, detail, Norman's Chart of the Lower Mississippi
River (1858), courtesy Library of Congriss; by Richard Campanella, 2004-07.
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Top left: The Ol
amount of wate

Control re, which regulates the
ng betv&e Atchafalaya and Mig
igi ation improvements st
ing around tHgti i ond trip to New Orleans.

a prominent flatboat la

e fortification (1783-1 ce
: Cypress trees grow along the d,
Mississippi River in remote nson

ove pair: Continuing d river, the
next r stop f boggmen was Bayou Sara, ng river
landing ranki commerce behind Natch New Or-

leans. Bayou Sara ctim to floods and chan es, but its
hilltop corollary, St. Francisville, remains today Louisiana’s

most beautiful towns. Right: Next stop dow as Port Hud-
son, last of the bluff towns and, in 1863, si ey battle and
siege that eventually cost the Confederac | of the Missis-
sippi River. Port Hudson'’s landing, too, n lost to the river;
only afew old houses on the bluffs os by Richard Cam-

panella, 2004-08.



Top left: River Lincoln’s time knew Baton

Rouge (populamom for its landmark U.S. Bar-

racks, a recently erected complex of five two-sto-
ried struc ith pearl-white classical columns
arrange eShape of a pentagon. The Barracks
served and soldiers deployed to the South-
west he command of Lt. Col. Zachary Tay-
lor. An uing legend holds that Lincoln visited,
signed-in, and perhaps even spent the night at the
3&5. No one, however, has been able to pro-

e garrison records to prove it, and the story

bably mistaken. Lincoln undoubtedly saw the
tures—four of which still stand (top right)—
and he later served under Taylor in the Black Hawk

[ “YW¥ar. Second from top: This 1858 depiction of the
Baton Rouge riverfront by Adrien Persac shows the
U.S. Barracks at top left (note flagpole), with a flat-
boat similar to Lincoln’s floating in front of it. Left:
Once past Baton Rouge, flatboatmen entered the
sugar coast, known for its opulent sugar cane plan-
tations and plentiful trading opportunities, includ-
ing at Donaldsonville (shown here) at the Bayou
LaFourche distributary. The decline in traditional
river traffic by the end of the nineteenth century
led to the disappearance of many riverfront boat
landings, including the term “landing” as a place
name. Caire’s Landing in Edgard (bottom left) is an
exception. Photos by Richard Campanella, 2004-09;
drawing by Adrien Persac, detail, Norman'’s Chart of
the Lower Mississippi River (1858), courtesy Library
of Congress.

>




Right: Drawing of a prototypical sugar plantation (1858);
note cane fields to the right, mill behind mansion, and slave
cabins in rear. Flatboatmen, including Lincoln, often “lin-
gered” along Louisiana’s prosperous and highly enslaved
sugar coast, trading from plantation to plantation en route
to New Orleans. Most vestiges of this antebellum civiliza-
tion have vanished; shown here are among the last survi-
vors in Ascension, St. James, St. John the Baptist, and St.
Charles parishes. Drawing by Adrien Persac, detail, Norman’s
Chart of the Lower Mississippi River (1858), courtesy Library
of Congress; photos by Richard Campanella, 2003-09.
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Around May 12-13, 1828, Lincoln
and Gentry were, in Lincoln’s words,
“attacked by seven negroes with in-
tent to kill and rob. . . .” The histori-
cal record offers a number of clues
that 'egnarrow thglittack site. Acquaintan alled it occurred below Baton Rouge, near Wade Hampton s
plantation (to as House, top left), clos ace associated with a woman named “Busham,” “Bushan,”

“Duchesne,” an bered as “Madame Du ." Documents record no such woman—except for French- born
Rose Philippine Duchesne (1769-1852), who in unded the Convent of the Sacred Heart (St. Michael’s, top right)
twelve miles below the Hampton Plantation, | esent-day town of Convent. These and other clues suggest the at-
tack occurred near the site of the now-dem acred Heart Convent, a few hundred feet upriver from the present-
day St. Michael’s Church (middle left), alon t ississippi River bank (middle right). The Catholic Church canonized

Mother Duchesne as a saint in 1988; a s St. Charles, Missouri, (bottom left) entombs her remains today. Note
the depiction of a Creole-style hip-roof ypical of Louisiana, in the shrine’s stained glass window (bottom right).

Photo of original convent courtesy A e Society of the Sacred Heart, Sister Mary Louise Gavan, and Sister Mary Pat

White; other photos by Richard C Q 008-09.




Above left: This 1820 map of the lower Mississippi Ri{ i appearing at lower right) depigts the lo-
cation of the Hampton Plantation and the “Church” ( a Convent of the Sacred tWould be
founded five years later. Above right: Detail of map St. James Parish. Som etween
“Hampton” and “Church” on the east (upper) banlg ere nearly
murdered in 1828. Below: This researcher identifi e Mississippi
near the present-day town of Convent, as the mo j 820), courtesy

Library of Congress; analytical map by Richard Campanella.
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Above: Annual flatboat traffic eans ed W early spring and botto in late summer. This graph
shows seasonal arrival patterns of aying fl averaged over the years (yellow curve) and 1845-49

(red curve). All other comprehensive wharf reports for the interceding years have be®®lost, including those from Lin-

coln’s years of 1828 and 1831vh new
L4

Below: This pair of grap! %absolut p)and relative (bottom) nu
boats arriving to the Port of NeW Orleans 1818-23, based on rec
o}

reports of those missing data survive.

rafts, barges, steamboats, and flat-
the Collector of the Levee Dues. Not

shown are sailing vesselgarriving from f Mexico. Graphs and an y Richard Campanella based on Wharf-
inger Reports / New Orl, llector of ues-Registers of Flatboats, Barges, Rafts, and Steamboats in the Port of New
Orleans, 1818-23 a& 9. No% a represent Second Muni@@y only, where most flatboats landed.
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Did
Lincoln

Left scenes: These photos show what the lo of the old flatboat wharf looks like today, well inland from its former
position along the now-shifted riverfront. roof cottage (bottom left, now a restaurant) on Religious Street at
the Orange intersection is the oldest surviyn ucture closest to Lincoln’s landing site, about four blocks away. Dat-
ing probably to the 1810s, it represents working-class multi-family common-wall housing of this area and era.
Right: This map shows how differengve cean-going sailing ships, river steamboats, and flatboats) were assigned
their respective docking stations at e of Lincoln’s voyages. The multi-colored line marks the location of the river-
front in that era. We cannot pinp al¥®y where Lincoln landed, but, working off ancillary information, can identify
the most likely area, shown her ow-to-green shades. Map and photos by Richard Campanella, 2004-09.




When did Lincoln first set foot in New

Orleans? Documents from the Collec- [
tor of Levee Dues and the Wharfinger 5_..'
(such as the excerpt at top left), which o i
recorded flatboat arrivals, do not sur-
vive for 1828-31. However, two local
newspapers reported this information

in their “Maritime News” columns. When plotted from April 1, 1828
1829, (graph below represents the Bee's reports; graph at bott

tally) we see that large numbers of flatboats arrived in spring 1828 ry fe

1829. This, together with other evidence explained in this boo y sugge
Lincoln first set foot in New Orleans in mid-May 1828, and no ter 182*
suggest. Further evidence indicates that Lincoln’s vessel w, g thefi at-

boats from “the country” (green color in graphs) arriving a ay 13-1
Bee reported these fifteen arrivals on May 17 (at rig by arro

boats from various places, with products from the co
Lincoln’s vessel was in that cohort. Second from bg
flatboat lumber was sold and used for scrap p,
author inspects old boards containing pairs of p

Flatboat Traffic Arriving to N originally served

5 r D A on a flatboat-like
g today in the attic
EE-H e : (builtin 1845) in the
: high river encourage French Bottom right: Shown
T flatboat traffic o .m here is oat board found in an
E_h‘ i uptow! se dating from 1850, on
z displagmi e Louisiana State Museum
;k"' in %uge. Note the flat nail, peg
544:: holes @d white striping from where
éim lathing was applied when mounted
=¥ e wall. Analysis by Richard Cam-
iE'-‘ 9, lla based on daily tally of “chalans”
g4 “"I"" boats), plus a small number of barges
o traffic d keelboats, listed in the “Maritime”
Eﬂi n E D:‘m eports in the Bee and Argus; photos by

2 = S P 4 E Richard Campanella and Greg Lambousy

of the Louisiana State Museum.
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Two premier intersections in the New Orlea Lincoln 828-31 remain busy tod and retain five of
the eight corner structures from that era. A "hartres the St. Louis intersectio some of the most
important commercial houses of the city;. s itself ely viewed as “the ‘Broa f New Orleans.” The

city’s number-one slave auctioning ven lett’s Exc as located on the corn (now occupied by the
ow hom famous Napoleon Hous pears at center. At right
in the sa le as Hewlett’s, known t roneously) as Maspero’s

is an edifice built around the sam

Slave Exchange. Visitors in the 1820s—
and oftentimes stepped into H ss the daily slave-aucti
of New Orleans,” one visitor said o [who] does not visit it ¢

Omni Royal Orleans Hotel). The Girod H
eing Chartres Street, parti this bustling intersection,
OW
laim to have] seen all of New
Orleans.” Below: The Royal Street intersection with Conti formed the heart of the b&7king and financial district. The

t
wi al. “It seems to be the Soul

three corner buildings seen h from 0s-1820s. Benjamin Latrobe_architect of the pastel-yellow bank at
right, also designed the U.S. itof, which completed until Lincoln’ istration. Photos by Richard Cam-
panella, 2009; special thal‘ gia Cha 'd Greg Lambousy for acce roof of the Louisiana Supreme Court
Building.
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Top left: lllustratio incoln in eans often depict streetsg@edwith
the city’s famous ir gallerie: simple narrow balconies ght
iron abounde i es did not arrive until aro 1850.
Buildings alon i arched openings on th r‘\d floor

and no galleri ore typical of the inner-c etscapes
s Exchange, where tho of slaves

i CoIn’s second
el (1840), also
s. Damage in-

rricane led to its
reg@gined empty until

present-day Omni
otel was erected in
o the old St. Louis Ex-
ects preserved a frag-
1840 structure: note the
of the word “EXCHANGE”

e man’s head at right. Top
n obscure legend posits that
in boarded at this house on St.

nn Street. While this particular cot-
did exist during his visit, and
any such residences did take in
oarders, no evidence corroborates

visit, wh i e grand St. Louis Exchan
the site of slav
flicted by the

: éé
i

W
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gl C——

Nuimber of Slaves Arriving 1o New Orleans,
Arcording bo M0, Argis =Maritime” Reporis

. :

]

o. 1L . the story. Photos by Richard Campan-
F R i B - ella, 2008-09.
== § rk§ i
EES= ¥ E i
arntn ok bl [™
Slaritiee” regrts

r Second visit

Left: In terms of season and era, Lin-
coln visited New Orleans when it en-

gaged in the importation and trading
of slaves with great vigor. New Or-
leans not only boasted the nation’s
busiest slave market, but its traffick-
ing of human beings, wrote historian

FamEAREE AR PR AR E R R b

1500 E

1600 § Frederic Bancroft, “had a peculiar
i dash: it rejoiced in its display and
s00 § prosperity; it felt unashamed, almost
: proud.” Graphs by Richard Campanel-
& ! H : la based on “Maritime” reports in New
ZEZE2ZcIRHaAG £53335%50238%% Orleans Argus, and Notarial Archives
--------- = SE=S=S=%%==5%% recordsresearched by Fogel and Enger-
Girnph hased on Notarial Anchives \I‘Ebﬂﬂ b Fogel and Engerman (197.4) amd man (1974) and tabulated byJonathon

tahulated by Jonathon B. Prite 1. Figuires reflect only those slaves impornted from B. Pritchett (1991).

out-of-state and sold In Mow O th roconds In the Notarial Archives,
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Left: Vincennes, strategically located on the Wabash
River, formed the most important settlement in Indiana
during its French colonial and early American era. When
Thomas Lincoln came here in 1817 to finalize his Pigeon
Creek property purchase, the influence of the town'’s

French- ing Catholic population predominated in
the str@e. It may be seen to this day in “The Ol
Fren e” (mid ft), built around 1806 in a st
simj at of Lo /It was at Vincennes tha
Linc mily, i 30, crossed the Wabash (
t)and ot on Illinois soil. The mi
d two' er Abraham’s first flatboa
2 year before the second dihe State
i rates the arrival of its m@Kt f8hous
ument (bottom). Photos chard




Above: In early spring 1830, the Lincolns settled
on this bluff overlooking the Sangamon River,
near Decatur in lllinois’ Macon County. They built
a cabin at the spot in the distant right marked
with a boulder (plaque on boulder appears in
right). Here, Lincoln and his cousin John Hankg
launched their canoe to commence the first led
of their spring 1831 journey to New Orleans.
The pair picked up Lincoln’s stepbrother Joh
D. Johnston outside Springfield and then fou
Denton Offutt, their boss, who was supposd
have prepared a flatboat for the crew to gy

New Orleans. Failing to acquire the vess utt
instead hired the three men to build wat.

Photos by Richard Campanella, 2009,
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Above: This bank on the
Sangamon River, seen
here with swollen waters
in May 2009, is within ear-
shot of where Lincoln and
colleagues built their rus-
tic craft. The construction
and launch was filled with
mishaps, including, most
influentially, getting hung
up on the mill dam at New
Salem (left, showing a de-
tail of an idealized 1909
depiction of the incident,
with the mill enumerated

el 3™ as “3”). Lincoln’s ingenuous method of freeing the vessel impressed
many villagers. New Salem apparently WSed Lincoln, because, immediately after his return from New Orleans,
he spent the next six years of his lifgahe oto by Richard Campanella, 2009; drawing by Arthur L. Brown, “New Salem:
Home of Abraham Lincoln 1831 to 1 ia, lllinois: R. J. Onstott, 1909), courtesy Library of Congress.

as “1,” Lincoln’s flatboat as “2,” and the



Bypassed by railroads and de-

pendent on the unreliably navi-

gable Sangamon, New Salem

withered away and disappeared

by 1840, three years after Lin-

coln departed for Springfield.

wentieth-century reconstr
of New Salem’s shops,

» L, and the mill dam (left)

nearly destroyed Lincol

boat, receives thousand

tors annually. Below: |

of the lllinois State

Springfield hang mu

Salem painted aroun 85, in-

cluding one depj incoln’s
mill-dam inci . “Whotos by
Richard Campgge 009.
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Top: Once beyond the wending Sangamon in late April 1831, Lincoln, Offutt, Hanks, and Johnston floated down the
wider, straighter lllinois River, through scenery just as bucolic today as during the flatboat era. After the lllinois joined
the Mississippi River (second from top), the terrain on the eastern bank presented the most rugged topography (sec-
ond from bottom, left) Lincoln had seen to date—including one limestone cliff famous for an indigenous painting of a
winged monster first described by Marquette and Joliet in 1673. A modern mural of the beast recalls the “Legend of the

Piasa” today (second from bot-
0 tom, middle). Next came Lincolnj

view of Alton, lllinois, wh

':- ic riverfront downtown (sic-

¢ from bottom, right) incl
Ne Franklin House Hotel,

\ ncoln would, many yea g

debate Stephen A. Dougigs.

m m ly, around April 25-26, t

parture marked
ent in Lincoln's
ew Orleans—and
strange way, twist-
ing t that trip would be
inter by history. Photos by
Ric mpanella, 2009.




Number of Flathoats Reported Arviving to New Orleans

Above: This graph plots Linc robable.
Orleans, as recorded by threeglicalWewspap:
about a new infrastructu' ogy, rai

by this edifice built later in 00s), a f
first demonstration of a steam-powered

a horse-drawn line ina ted only
Elysian Fields Avenue i
future legal and pgisi .

line a decade befor:
eastern Architecti

atboat Arrivals
to Alew Orleans,
Q May 1831
\ sreen: As reported o
the New Orleansdlie
Red: As rcpnrt:.a

the Louisiana (‘al:"'t‘

Blue: As re by
the ntile
riiser

ﬁnn]:-ﬂimwl Campani(la

w left: When Lincoln arrj

t this intersection of

May 1831, New Orleans was abuzz
Commerce streets (now occupied
| exhibit gave New Orleanians their

Gir.

locks from his landing site,
tive. Two miles downrivﬁwrst railroad west of the Appalachians,

rlier, connected the Old

ith Lake Pontchartrain on what is now

in particular, would play a major role in Lincoln'’s
p play )

1922, shows the same Pontchartrain Railroad
mpanella, 2009; 1922 photo courtesy South-




On a few occasions during 1831-61, New Orlea
Lincoln’s life. In 1857, a black lllinoisan named
imprisoned in New Orleans for lacking papers

left), negotiated with New Orleans lawyer B. F,
office, above right, operated in this St. Ch
Street building, formerly Crescent Hall) to
spare him enslavement. Shelby ranks a
can Americans (if not the first) ever fre

(“Billy” Florville) worked as a barber,
Abraham Lincoln. Born in Haiti of mi

Florville spent some time in Ne i Os¥nd like
Shelby three decades later, found it e black
man. In 1863, “Billy the Barber”

letter of gratitude for issuin roclamation.

Below left: Stories of New O 'es circulated
n incident of

throughout the West. On', 1834, in
slave torturing in the Royal t mansi wealthy Creole
woman named Madame Lalaurie. Lurid ries of the abuse

reached a young Kent irl who ter marry Lincoln,
. The Lalaurie story

and helped her for ti-slavery
is well known loc king French Quarter

“ghost tours” hear eatly €

the presidential te to skeggic
marched in front coln’s hofle (@ktant left) in Springfiel

e is a recreation of one
ing “a flatboat on which s

YThree frontier symbols helped sell Lincoln

-‘"z, n, and the flatboat. Thousands of supporters
A t 1860, pulling along “a mammoth flatboat on
og cabin floats from that campaign procession.
xuded from a stove pipe and roosters crowed in
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ked tirelessly to commeggate’Lincoln’s Indiana roots.
Her biennial riverfront pageant, “Wi ing from Rockport”, ran g % from 1926 through 1930
and involved five hundred actorsi of Lincoln family, friends, apa hbors. Among them were
Roby Gentry (center), who play n her Allen Gentry, and R jend Millard Huffman (right,
who portrayed Allen’s friend Abraha unty Public Library, Box 7, E-049, E-026, E-003, and E-048;
special thanks to the library staff for access to these and other materials.
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Above: The 19 ® ant began with the reepac t (note
film crew at right) of e Lincolns’ 1816 ferry cro@f the Ohio

River from Kentucky into Indiana. Later, the Ge nd Lincoln
characters reenacted their launch for New using a flat-
boat-like river barge (right). Rockport’s bie
thing of the past, but Lincoln’s trip to Ne
future reenactments in 1958 and 2008.
brary, Box 7, Picture E-049, E-026, E-(,
to the library staff for access to these

County Public Li-
48; special thanks
materials.




To commemorat Qquicen-
tennial of Linco, h, Duane
Walter and port Jay-

t
cees in 1958 flatboat and
reenacted t trip to New

atbuilding skills
falling sh&t eir enthusiasm,
constructed a
rope-wall raft—The
iana—propelled by
ed Evinrudes power-
h only to keep the craft
current. The journey com-

d in July with a big parade
ain Street (top left—that's
ert Grose in the wheelbarrow,

who also journeyed exactly fifty
years later), then launched in front
of a large crowd on the Rockport
bluff (top right) and crossed the
Ohio River to
greet neighbors
in  Owensboro,
Kentucky (mid-
dle). After various
adventures—
getting stuck on
a sand bar, nar-
rowly evading a
deep-draft ves-
sel, and receiving
warm welcomes
in  Mississippi—
the crew arrived
safely in Louisi-
ana (bottom),
where they were
treated to a meal
by Louisiana Gov.
Earl K. Long. Pho-
tos courtesy crew-
member  Robert
Grose and Spen-
cer County Public
Library; used with
permission.




Lincoln Movie Films
to Be Taken in Orleans

Henry annnr,' direclior of & moving
pletura corporation, is in Neow Orleans
lo. make & movie of tha entire Ilife Ot
Abraham Lincoln, with Laurel Lave
playing ihe role of Nancy Hanks,

bhave worked for sevon years gel-
liog the Ideas togeibor for thjs plo-

turs,” eald Mr. Balmar ll, o EL hl-ﬂll
Hotel Mundn “and hat
will lake ;r nine n:nn ] tu t[nllh
tha qutir: 5 Im, b kot

“Wa came here because we undars
that & studlo was avallable, bul w

much disa olnttﬂ whén we tﬁuml th
this was, p'npu!. so. But we shall

Awois reen
mon r on the a

iversary (1831-2006)
lem departur g thirty feet by twelve fe
of tulip and poplar; realistic vessel was desi

teenth-century documents and built using wi
of that era. Right: New Orleans slave-auctio
to dramatic depictions of the Lincoln st
have featured them at least since 1891 an
musical Abe!, by Lee Goldsmith and Ro

ilt and launched a flatbgatinto the Sanga-
In’s New Sa-
constructed

just witnessed. Scenes from Abe!
Jeff Haller, Lee Goldsmith, and Ro,

es: Flatboat scenes appear prominently in Robert E. Sherwood’s Abe
own the Sangamon Rive

cording to nine-
ning techniques
s lend themselves
atrical productions
bly earlier. The 2009
erson, opens with this
auction scene below a projected imag e dome of the St. Louis
Hotel. A thoughtful Lincoln subseNontemplates what he had

ermission; special thanks to
erson; photos courtesy Lincoln’s New Salem State Historic Site.

MNew Orleans Times-Picayune
December 3, 1918

es wll we need iz the four
me large em ‘hulll!'ln:. For
wooded sffecls Lo almulale

's TheAler an
ctures: These "IHJ
Orleans.”

on. Excerpt from New Orleans

e mill-dam incident but not New




Above: In 2008, the Spencer County Visitors Bureau and partner organizations spons®

d a full-length reenactment of

the 1828 New Orleans trip to bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth. Using a well-built sixty-foot flatboat
made by local farmer and Walain®ton lawy; rake (a descendent of f men affiliated with the Lincolns’
Little Pigeon Primitive Ba" 'ch), fRemembrance launched b fanfare on September 9, 2008. Slow
river currents, storms, seve swells, the remnants of Hurricane gi not prevent the crew from making
over twenty event-filled stops educatin nds of townsfolk about nificance of the voyage. The bearded
gentleman seated by t el flatbo ert Grose, a veteran of the ¥'trip. He is the only person to complete

two full-scale reenact, t59f Lincoln’ e. Below: The Journey offRemembrance entered Louisiana waters in early

October and arrivi ely, proved to be as aloof to the flatboat crew
asitwasto Lincoln 1 Is at the Port of New Orl

ored organizers’ repeated requests to dock
downtown, forci instead ta t at a private Harvey Can
in a car and, like y flatbo before them, enjoyed gni
Remembranceggrewxmembergan

on the West Bank. Undaunted, the crew piled
he French Quarter. Photos courtesy Journey of




While lllinois, Indiana, and Kentucky poured millions of
dollars into commemorating Lincoln’s bicentennial in
2009, Louisiana conducted a broad range of innovative
activities with dedicated volunteers and a shoestring
budget of $3,000. Below: Chaired by David Madden and
themed “Lincoln Chose Louisiana” (a reference to the
president’s vision to use the state as a model for swift and
non-vengeful reconstruction), the Louisiana Abraham
Lincoln Bicentennial Commission held poetry readings,
lectures, symposia, art showings, plays, exhibits, and a
February 12 ceremony on the steps of the State Capitol
in Baton Rouge (right). The newfound appreciation for
Lincoln’s Louisiana connection contrasts with the histori-
cal scorn once directed at the man. Lincoln place na
for example, remain rare in greater New Orleans; most
few streets, a school, an abandoned park—are affilia
with the African American population. Perhaps t
famous is the now-defunct Lincoln Beach (midd
the blacks-only lakefront recreational facility t
ated during the last two decades of Jim Crow. O
weathered entrance signs remain. The Lincol
located closest to the area traversed by the fla
is Lincoln Court (bottom right), a tiny street
class section of the Seventh Ward. It mea
long, hosts a single street-fronting ho d suffered
five feet of flooding during Hurricane Kamommissi

images courtesy Louisiana Abrahangali icentennl
Commission; photos by Richard Campdi
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Left: Allen Gentry (1806-62), cap-
tain of the 1828 journey, rests
under this leaning tombstone
in Rockport Cemetery, Spencer
County, Indiana. Below left: His a
@aiant, greenhorn boatman Ab,
incoln (1809-65), two vy,

S
nior, lies beneath this tom
\ringﬁeld, lllinois. Photos -
~ d Campanella, 2008-09.
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mm left: The irrepressible

John Hanks (1802-89), source of
any colorful details (reliable and
otherwise) about Lincoln’s flatboat
journeys, lies in this simple grave in
the Hickory Point Township Cem-
etery in Decatur, lllinois. Bottom
right: His distant cousin—fellow
rail-splitter and flatboatman, seven
years Hanks' junior and the target
of much good-natured ribbing—is
remembered today by the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Pho-
tos by Richard Campanella, 2009.




tinhood, and Old Age) by Thomas Cole, 1840. The
S@¥fte in Lincoln’s biography j ecause they invoke many key elements of classic
t ordinary of circumstani ives a call to adventure and embarks on a long trip

New Orleans
mythology: a
to an exoti

ncounters danger, crossegl moral threshold, and returns enlightened—and eventu-
rm of the monomyth recu untless stories, from Greek mythology and the Bible
nema. Lincoln througho eflected on the river years of his youth and drew lessons

e New Ogleans trips in particular punctuat our-year (1828-32) transformation from adolescence to
i lains why Lincoln owned a print Of Cole’s riverine painting Youth, and displayed it prominently

ingfield home. It hang@e to this day. Image courtesy National Gallery of Art, 1971.16.2;

anella.
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