Roofscapes of downtown New Orleans, 2003-2007
Bottom photo by Ronnie Cardwell; all others by Richard Campanella
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Dewat of the wirca-1732 Carte de la cote de 1a Louisiane (sbu' ) shotvi the hdaiyof French colonidl
Zprusiana gov ghly adze leration after it sbunding. Natckez u./present-day Minsissippi appears & 7 p-
vor left; Putoil Raotige, Manchac, andytiie Bayagoula 1Zgion are visible at (ter left; New (i lans
appears aJscenter; iloxi is at center wi_ht; and Mobile ¥ rigina'an<. eve: tual sites are visi's at far

right. THe famons 1385 Currier & Jves City of New Orleans bira s iye viev. “below) capturestl.¢ city’s
deyeldiment < sentury and a halélacer. Images cogricsy Libr’ ry of Calya ess.
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Mississippi River at Natchez (t0), where it reaches peak yaiduae; at Baton Rouge, just before it exits
its alluvial valley; and at Conv{ ¢ (middle), as it flows th'~ igh its deltaic plain. Aerial view (bottom
left) shows the forested batture and artificial levee separating river from natural levee of Jefferson
Parish near the Huey P. L¢ 3¢ pridge. Computer-generated image at bottom right shows Mississippi
wending through New Orleans and heading toward the Gulf of Mexico. Bird’s-Eye View of the Missis-
sippi River, 1884 courtesy Library of Congress; photos by Richard Campanella, 2006-2007.
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The Antecedent Cadaster

1“

JI_'

Antecedent c4dystral
(land parceling) sys-
tems influ€iyed the
layout of! /ijew Or-
leans’ stiret system,
as old, ivench long-
lot phintations were
derflived into fau-
bocng: and annexed
into the city. The pro-
<s gave New Orleans
a radiat.go pattern of
streess. “wdramatically
evidept 'in maps and
aeriu“views as well as
or tue ground. Mans
It bottom-left phowy
by Richard Caninan-
-\la; Perspective/, < New
Orleans and Sevirons
(1885) courtely Lou-
isiana Col'>cuion of
the Univel sy of New
Orleans( bottom right
photo courtesy Port
of Ne'w Orleans.
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These images juxtapose six Finch Quarter blocks (tof,y long lower Dumaine Street) against six
Garden District blocks (bottom, Prytania at Third and Fourth), to illustrate differences in housing
density, setback distances, “rden space, and foliage between European-influenced downtown and
American-influenced uptown New Orleans. 1883 Robinson Atlas detail courtesy New Orleans No-
tarial Archives; satellite imagery courtesy DigitalGlobe.
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Top row: Rare “first-generation. "Creole houses of West .. Jian design, mostly dating from the late
1700s. Second row: “second.aeneration” Creole townhouses and storehouses, reflecting Spanish in-
fluence and dating from the arly 1800s. Third row: Greek Revival townhouses, dating from 1830s-
1850s. Fourth row: Cottage typologies, mostly early- to mid-1800s. Bottom row: Shotgun typolo-
gies, mostly from late 1800s and early 1900s. Photos by Richard Campanella, 2004-2007.



The shotgun house typology in New Orleans, shown in various sizes and architectural styles, dating
mostly from the 1880s-1910s. Photos by Richard Campanella, 2007.



The shotgun house typolog in the Deep South. These photos were taken in St. Helena Parish and
Donaldsonville in Louisiana, and Natchez and Vicksburg in Mississippi. Photos by Richard Cam-
panella, 2003-2007.
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Topr left: " elail [OF
Corte dicours n
yreuve oy Louis (e dis
dix Jieucs auddlns de
la " Na welle - G/leans
(circa 173 Top
rig.: Urhanazed area
(hrker. shades)
¢t New Orleans in
1841,20d 1878, as
deniCid’in Report on
the Sccial Statistics ¢f
Cities, 1886. At cens
ter right is a rare 1622
aerial mosaic ol /Cle
city; at botton.wight
is a satellila’ image
of the same area in
2001. Maps courtesy
Library of Congress
and Perry-Castafieda
Library Map, Univer-
sity of Texas at Aus-
tin; photos courtesy
Port of New Orleans
and Tkonos.
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Munh of New Orleans’ meteoricrise in the Carly nineteenth (A tury (#h0ve) c#inbe traced to the d.
macvally ir Siaasing: ypulation and ageigultural productividy of the ans-Anniachian West, v(a1 h
Daalittle stwoice bt wo ship downrivei o New Orleasmto deliviy: its cont o/ dities to mark/ . But
even as {hsse shinments increased il 2 bsolute numbe.y/in eméryn g nel work of eastern amd Wiid-
wester'y ¢hnals, 12 'roads, and roads gave New Orleans unwa.l 2a new 4 ampetition for Misiissippi
Val'fyitrade. /T e city’s relative shave of the marke{(Felow)! Unce at/Uher 99 percent, £=ciined to
abcut 0 perfent by the eve of (5e'Civil War. New, Orleans’noula ';0'1 would continu€ 4 grow for
acenturyse come, but its ranl ahong American (¢ es wonl Usteaa. i/ ink after peakin'p ¢ 5 the third-
Lo~oést ir/The nation in 18404/ See “Lessons ireQver-Reli4.ive” for details.]
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Research and interpretation by RgEard Campanella based o f¥snsus Bureau and other sources.

A city’s destiny may be tracked izeconomic, political, cultiu®, or various other metrics. Population

offers perhaps the most straig orward. These graphs p/# New Orleans’ population (top) with its
ranking by population size among American cities (bottom) for 1790-2007. Certain relevant histori-
cal events and trends are ¢ 7 .1aid on the graphs. The data reveal four distinct eras of municipal as-
cendancy and/or decline. New Orleans’ population has been declining in both absolute and relative
terms since 1960, particularly since Hurricane Katrina in 2005. [See “Lessons in Over-Reliance.”]
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This 1919 aerial photograph of downtown New Orleans (French Quarter at upper center; Lee Circle
at lower right; Lake Pontciy train in distance) captures the “belt” of working-class neighborhoods
around the CBD where immigrants, in the late 1800s and early 1900s, settled in large numbers.
Southeastern Architectural Archive, Special Collections, Tulane University Howard-Tilton Library.
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These patterns emerge w.ien we map race...
I o-<0% White

B 40-70% White
70-100% White

. .Loat thov change ~ndrely wh o, we ‘o ap rioavity.
N ® 70-100% Mative ~-~m in Louisiana)

ol 40-70% Native
0-40% Native

? ‘3,’:‘



Numbers represent percent of population barmn in
Louisiana (“native™), by 2000 Census block group

O-45% Majority transplant amas
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Rasidents, 21

Parcant of Loutsiana B

“Lot:511na Transplant” bumper sticker
in /iy Faubourg Marigny, one of New
Q-lcans’ most historic but least native-
L2n neighborhoods. Photo by Laura
1larris, 2006.
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nambers in gray r L1 roent of stale res in-s1a arfer- - H
shaded states have more nalives; Bghler 3 e & transplanis a IVI y by

e
urnbeéds in Black and red painl symbols re parcant of resadents of

TRl Afrenican cilies Bam Il‘lw iana and New Orieans a e d
had e nati V8l nathily rates in 2000 st t an
| Cit

2000

Map by Richard Campanella based on U.S. Census

Bureau data, 1985-2000. Special than
Shelley Meau Tor dala processing a 4




City nicknames and slogans are significan. /I RFy" Fesaarch by Fichard Campanaia
because they both reflect and drive m/ts/ EEECE B
perception about a place, and how it Cavi-  [RERpF ST ELel - S,

ates from other places. At right is a chi nol- Nueva Orfeans

ogy of New Orleans’ various moni/.e1.) Be- Ml —— Al

low: Joseph Holt Ingraham claimea .o have 1803

termed New Orleans “the Crescynt City” “Sodom and Gomorrah,” "Gr#
s Southern Babylon," “Wet Graws

in his 1835 publicatiohy' i The So.anwest “Necropolis ol the South,”
a Yankee. He seems t("n2 corrapt: thesnic
name is exceedingly rase prioi s 185%,and
very common aftefards, R .om le{t//The
Queen & Cresce 1c'Hotel o1’ Camn street
traces its name /9 a railr d line céinecting
Cincinnati (“thcQueer” ¢ f the V(") with H
New Orleatia. tne Crescent Ci#® ). Bottom & gz2@merica’s Mogt
right: “ThC Uity [thai), Care Fol ot” slogan sting Clty™
appeared 1.7t 19183 nedony iide marketing

campaign,for the & Chatidy Hotel. [See
“ThefexiCon of Pl ce” fo: /3 tails.] Ad from
Philggyivhia Iidwyirer; ((rajphic and photo hv
Righa. U Cantoauiella.

e it P

WINTEANRESORTS

NMEW ORLEANS

% NEST ORLEAN AN

Amer -arnlval spd Coeovenlion Cliy

St Charles

et pll year Hotel 1n the Soath
rnder efncfent mepagement oo
Waldorf Astorsa, M, ), C.

European IMlag  Modern. Ilreproaf,
Accommudallng 1M Guests.

ALT'DED &8 AMER & CO |, Lid
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1845 elevations
from "Contour N

§ Histornic el
adjusied &a-rn Datum
1o modarn S¥ndards. All

elevalgns are relative 1o
at time: of

dor further details

Elevation / Soil Subsidence Pr@s w lysian Fielc@uenue, 1895 and 2000

[ ” = Elgvation orafils inclHes

Cresl and backslope of the matural o E
fevwe of the Mississipp River “ @- Elevation profile in 2000
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Feet above/below sea level

Distance in meters from Mississippl River (left) to Lake Pontchartrain (right)
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Wind Speed — 2050 —— B0-110

Hl;rriﬁanes Affecting the New Orleans Area, 1915-2005 inHnots —— 50.80 10165



Det.lof 188+ {rawing by Edswva
Iolitor soyws the Louisvil's %
Iiyshvil'eerlroad tracks tr vers-
ig the K.golets landbridga (up-
ver celiter) eastward toward the
Mississipyi Gulf Coast it was in
thid x<mote corner gt New Or-
leans that Manuel I.Za!quez and
his companions for'r.«’themselves
in a dramatic life.#pia-death moral
dilemma during e Great Storm
of 1915 [sefh“Manuels Dilem-
ma”]. Middle “»d bottom: freight
train and tracks in the Rigolets to-
day. Bird's-Eye View of the Missis-
sippi River, 1884 courtesy Library
of Congress; photos by Richard
Campanella, 2007.




Hurricane Betsy flooding of the Lower Ninth Ward in ; Hurricane Katrina flooding of same
area (and far beyond) in Betsy image courtesy Army Corps of Engineers-New Orleans Dis-
trict; Katrina image courtesy of the Associated Press.
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Bird’s eye views of Katrina’s@ pre-Katrina popula&istributions, satellite perspective, and
topographic elevation. Vi left are from the northeast looking southwest; views on right are
from the west-southwest 16\/\ing east-northeast. Computer images by Richard Campanella.




Cityscapes of devastation: New Orleans, autumn and winter 2005-2006.
Photos by Richard Campanella.



0 ndscap of devastatlo wer Ninth W es Parish (t@t and middle

\ ft Waveland, M1ss1s51pp1 (middle ri ir of photos b shows the au-
t or’ er house in eland before after 5 Grricand [Catrina (note blﬁsteps and crook in

anch at rlght) otos by Richar w




Katrina rest, Katrina Fatigue
CO\"&I‘IQ# rm, Aftermath, and Recovery in
MNational ws, August 2005-October 2007
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First anniversa

Pastan nﬂ‘

NI stories comparing Katrina to Califernia fires

| postanniversary drap-eff

= Daf Mssissing (med shown)

Top: A measure of Katrina ) ress coverage, 2005-2007. Bottom: generalized suggestions of various
stakeholders of where to draw the “build/no-build line” Research and graphics by Richard Campan-
ella; special thanks to Shelley Meaux for assistance with Lexis-Nexis searches.
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Relationship batweon Historical _ o
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Katrina's Floodwalers

Katrina’s flood made New Orlealy’ architectural legacy and “iture a controversial topic. Citizens
discussed and debated demolit/ v.2; deconstruction, houst aising, footprint shrinkage, green space,
environmental sustainability, Ncw Urbanism, and the me..y of historicity versus modernism. Pho-
tos at center show two ear'ym4ventieth-century houses raised above base flood elevations; photo at
bottom shows actor Brad k' t's “Make It Right” vision for Lower Ninth Ward, in which pink tents
stand in for environmentally sustainable houses to be built inexpensively for former neighbors. Map

and photos by Richard Campanella, 2007.
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New Orleans in many
ways demonstrated heroic
resilience after the 2005
deluge. Top and middle
graphs show the re-open-
ing of businesses along
three major commergi..
arteries (unflooded, paos-
perous Magazine S.uet;
lightly flooded, warking-
class St. Claude (. wenue;
and North apa “Sou’

Carrollton Ave /2, whid!

experienced’, ““anywhe.C
from zero#ty aeep fivod-
ing) dutuy the ‘nmein
months _ followir._,, Hur-
ricang, ‘I Atrinal Sotton

graphoolots a mmGt pita-
sure W51 the, {rmark !

clyic engagenient gmong
v Orledains foll »w ing
tie storn(, Uy courd ‘ng the
“mes “sivic as/(.lation”
or “nugaborbmod asso-
cia'idl1 | appeannd in the
locar newsp o' r. Despite
Ly eager. spiiit to rebuild,
‘(155 of/ h lsands of pre-
Katrina resi:dents opted tq
settle “Usewhere, leaving
affectad I neighborhof.s
mar.dly less populataa.
Few can argue that thisire-
ality represents “uigan re-
silience” in its pu/c s form.
New Orleans‘“ebounded
after disaster’ 1 1 a stronger
fashion in histolical times,
when it occupied higher
ground amid a healthier
deltaic plain and a more
vital economy. Business-
return survey by author;
special thanks to Shel-
ley Meaux for assistance
in civic engagement re-
search.
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in Post-Katrina Orleans
fon” or “Meighborhood iation”
red b City Populstian, 30

Maonths prior o and afer Hurricane Katrina {August 29, 2005)
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Cityscapes of recove .
Photo of 17th Street Camal.(bottom left) shows new gate and by-pass pumps installed in 2007.
T notos by Richard Campanella, 2005-2007.





