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MORPHOLOGY OF A MET@)LIS tom up, forming spontaneously by the aggregation of people

at river confluences, intersections, resource-extraction

sites, forts and out d other convenient locales. They

Analyses of urban morphology—th , form, s

ture, and growth of a city—often d sti expand in irregul -like patterns, and only when perma-
between planned and unplanned t nency seems ass they come under governmental au-
premeditated visions executed in a own f 5 thority—and p@g

centralized authority with the glneers vey— Most Fr cttlements in North Ameri planned
ors, who lay out networks of d block istori- but because

cal times, planned towns represe the imgp

’s New World endeavo more com-
irion of or- mercial than lo onial or imperial in thei iectives, carried

and threate? »o wilderness.

and, de om the bot-

der and rationality in a rem

Unplanned towns, on the

ivicuals or companies gra ding rights, no
ban design was consistent uted throughout
“Ty ‘ : :
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These perspectives of urban grow @ ade by digitally co-registering elght hlstorl ss, delineating those areas depicted as de-
veloped, then overlaying the result sw on an elevation map and comparing thwahte -based information for 2000. From its

initial 0.3-square-mile footprint at the rrench Quarter in the 1700s, the deltaic met now spans about two hundred square miles

across four parishes. Map and GIS processing by author. @
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the French possessions of Canada, the Grea the Mis-
sissippi Valley, and the Gulf Coast. This co s with the

Spanish towns and cities established to tmhwest, W,
s

were developed under a strict and ¢ olonial

ervisi\ e
ance few i-

the

ertain

toward urban design, “under the car,
monarch.”" As a result, towns of N

versity of city plats reflecting t ical geogr

sites and the capacities of the s, unifie

common traits of French design. ec, Louj
treal, Detroit, Mobile, New

French frontier communiti

g, Mon-
rleans, St.
patterns with centralized uated along
waterfronts and protecte t no two were
identical: some were el
nal in their arran
series of rather : were behind forts,
aside forts, or
urbanist Johp, W. Reps, “Fren
nd interes
eed, i
e ori

ated, the
sses virtyally anything else of its kind in Nor

their variety,” wrote
ial towns have some-
what more ¢ an be found in the Spa
ties as Quebec and N

nch character has not

ish settlemepsa suc

Orleans, al

entirely oblitc of the urban scene or
scape s

Ameri

rleans epitome of a planned on-
il 1717, il&ed in 1718 by Jean-Baptis oyne,
¢ Bienvi designed and surveyed 1-1722

r and Adrien de Pauger.’ It represented

ing of Urban America: A History
tor1, NJ, 1965), 56.

the siting of New Orleans, see Ri mpanella, Time and
ns: Past Geographies in the Pr retna, LA, 2002), 18-
Wian
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New population rose steadily from tiic City’s foundina
to aroun . It was slightly majorit o for mo
first century, until Irish and German im —"on in the

made whites predominant. The bl
majority around 1976 and now c
population. Declining steadily si 60 peak, the city’s
total population is now at Depression-era levels. Graph and

ation regained the
p ver two-thirds the

analysis by author based on censuses, 1770-2003.
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the more rigid and orderly end of the urban-planning spec-
trum of New Franc ring a symmetrical grid pattern
with a central place ing the institutions of church and
state, dramaticall ed upon a cusp of the Mississippi
River. Surroundi
forts and three

later) inspiredwb

eleven-by-six-block grid were four

rts (some not actually ntil years

the French military en Sebastien

le Pietre de n. Even though a co ial enterprise

brought New Urleans to fruition, Bien his men in-
Orleans a strong sense o authority and
esence, quite contrary to th ack atmosphere

remote co-
‘iirm&
] relare for
< pace triggered New Orlﬁ % its

al confines. Suburbangeaw . starte layout of
inue within
ars, and well

cs of New Or-

complicated: it

e parish for roughly thc
eyond parish lines. After 1788, the

leans’ urban morpholog hbecame a bit
expanded in a fashio edatt -
but unplanned at acroscopic, ide scale, guided
invisibly by the s of prox topography, econom-
ortunity, and circum-

not to recount the sta;
,* but rather to identify @
he why behind the wh
ix- lo

d that original sixty-si

subdivision scale,

ics, infrastructu

1900
ision in the expansion to fau-

town,” or inner subur s immediate

existing urbanized area. g St. Mary
ple, was laid out imme upriver from

(save for a narrow commons unavailable at

evelopment), while the' aubourg Marigny was

1805-1806 immediatel the city. The four
courgs—Duplantier, Sol ourse, and Annun-
laid out in an imagif¢i ssical form by Barthé-

afon in 1806-1810, wi
the Faubourg St. Mar
ing faubourgs.” The F

ed immediately upriver
rst case of faubourgs ad-
g Tremé, founded in 1810,

as again immediately t to an established urbanized

area, at the rear of the al city. Existing development,

then, was a strong predictor of the location of future devel-

opment—until ne sportation systems, in the form of

canals and railroad ed spatial relationships. These new

transportation s diminished the need for immediate

36.

i See the cight ’ @ of the Friends of the Cabildo’s New Orleans Architecture
(Gretna, LA, 1971-1_ lies for a detailed account of early city growth.

s Ibid., vol. 1 er Garden District (1971, reprint 1991), 7-12.
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"Rules" of
New Orleans’




®

5

/

'*uildings.
; lingeri@e of being separate cities, as does the ville Sw
en Dispg rmerly Lafayette), whﬁew after the fortific nd th
sent—@arles Avenue Streetcar ade it acces- SpanQ ned Carlos Laveau Trudeau
i C b

9
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adjacency (read: minimized walking distanc e expan- man habitation of this backswamp mostly comprised raised

sion of the city, broadening the rule to accessi

. The tiny fishing camps and s shanties. So correlated was to-
agricultural community at Bayou St. Jo ich dat pography to urban ment in nineteenth-century New
1708, exploited the natural Bayou Stgloh ou Roa Orleans than, at ance, city maps of the era resemble
tage from the Mississippi River to tcha t elevation maps. ellation “Crescent City,” which dates

i sivil-
s

when the man-made Carondelet C crease(\ from the 1830 ibed not just the shap e river in
ity to the bayou in the 1790s, dividedgmto New Orlean the shape of urbanized N eans,” in-
e.

bourg St. John (1810). Canals and dicating th ical one-to-one relatio etween the
the Carondelet/Bayou St. John, river’s natural levee and the city’s expansi

Fort into lakefront ports and gesorts, and th If1 e conveniently accessib well-drained, it
the Metairie/Gentilly Ridg qualifi trong candidate for urba nsion. Butitalso

farmhouses and the Faub years before had ally acquirable for sub n. In most cases, at-
New Orleans proper wo pe eas. Ferries of trac nds near New Orleans ﬁw-ned as s@mta_
various forms have lo ith the original ti the years prior to their iision. sselC to de-
city, and still do. i 1 d (1830) made I\« increased, plantation ow@e entu. decide
another otherwi ssible 1 spot, Milneburg, sween continuing in aggi with all i redictable
into a booming rt and re ile the New Orleans ¢«s and rewards, or su the lan velopment,
& Carrollton,Rail Road (1835 rectly to the establish- ither by hiring a surveyo erseeing t ocess person-

ment of Fau

many other

Bouligny a ollton, and indirectly t ally, or by selling the entire lot to a er. There were
faubgargs. “ith these new conveyanc some hold-outs—the ge story o Foucher tract is
New Orlez W farther from the city, one such case®—bu tion ow nerally recognized
still partake d real estate developers when the benefit division eighed the costs of

and Carrollton in parti sonate Mary, a wedg

the epo Common Street. Spani

unobstructed firing lin

ible to ¢ proper. An 1847 desc@ alludes to the Fau . ) not immediately adj
nditi geographical adjacen aphy, spacious- old city, but across this fortified commons. After
nesd; ial desirability that gui th in this area: , with &ﬂp of the commons in dispute between
mediately [outside] the cor its of New Or- ity and eral government, pres unted to
-Lafayette is most beaudf%ated for dwelling- elop thiin , especially in light of the ration and
es. The ground is high and anc. vegetation flourishes '

) : k solescenc he colonial forts. By a Congress on
it with amazing luxuriance. }
March , the federal government r

collected many of our . .
nized the city’s

hade and enliven the sce arge commodious one story

wealthy citizens, who have built ome villas, with gardens
and large yards.... Here they have elbow-room—fine green claim to mmons, but stipulate at it establish a sixty-
lats, for the little ones to ler and roll upon—trees, to fo “way on both sides of a lanned to connect
i

ended to the footpr banized New Orleans.

he idea lives on in Canal

houses, full of windows des, and without those hor, the r ith the Carondelet C tarting in 1810, the
rible, knee-cracking st@ cﬂs minus the right—og—wa subdivided into lots
p 1

et, whose extra-wide n

e last remnant of the o mons. Parts of the area be-

After accessibili in New Orleans needec@ as '&E
suggested above, “ d dry” before urban deel ent anal was never excavate
could occur. This tant topographic rule &&d th %ground may be regarded as
city to the naturw of the Mississippi River small- ‘
er Esplana% tairie/ Gentilly ridges) fr ot

early 190, the municip al dramagcm remove 7 “I have termed New-Orleans the crescent city..., from its being built around the

een the Carondelet O nall near Orleans Avenue) to pres-

runoff lation from the backswam allowed segment of a circle formed ceful curve of the river...” Joseph Holt Ingraham,
The South-West by a Yank (New York, 1835), 1:91.

. . bJ
city to ¢ oward Lake Pontchartr € rver s The Foucher tract avoide ntial subdivision because of many years of absen-
levees crested at about ten feet above se at the rive t tee ownership and nmumed out to be a blessing: this last major plantation

. in the crescent event me Audubon Park and the campuses of Loyola and
and SIOP ed downward to (and b ICVCI, where cither Tulane universities. Frien f the Cabildo, New Orleans Architecture, vol. 8, The

cypress swamp, deforested wetla arsh prevailed. Hu- University Section LA, 1997), 39-46.

» U.S. Congress, Respecting Claims to Land in the Territories of Orleans
¢ J.D.B. De Bow, 7he Commercial Review of the South and West, 8 vols. (New Or- and Louisiana,” Ma! , 1807, as recorded on pages 1283-86 of The Debates and
leans, LA, 1847), 4:262. Proceedings i gress of the United States, printed 1852.
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more then eager to accommodate this expanding market. cultivation, and i ccasionally, however,

time, @utlying ents would be subsume the government i inexorable march of~
me ; some mpletely lose their ideid sies, but i n. The best example w:

ot uld mai sin old street networks, na some | city and the Faubourgm
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ent-day Common Street/Tulane Avenue w;
public commons, and were eventually devel
bourgs Hagan and Tremé."” Governme
course, are far more constrained in rel

to private interests.
If issues of accessibility, draina&i owne a-

vored certain areas for urban e
teria prioritized exactly which t and
more aggressively: the size and terrain,

rich, de-

»

and its adjacency to the mor

favored ar-
ut rather only

delayed or restrained i meander of the

Mississippi in upt

mile from riverfr n below the French

Quarter, where and its natural levee

a halt-mile. T

sickle, wit

spanned bar.
was shaped
resenting thegentown naggnl

handle dep hose ¢ wnt¢ m.

Developers thus ha former plantation lan
town tgysubdivide into faubourgs than in the lower city.

Fortui for the e same areas were also ically
co ly vibrant and socially ff sionable
ﬁ&" his was the American s , where

rotestantism was pract usiness

d, and eyes looked toward the great cit-

ecidedly external. A sh

ir offices and stores i
'g nomic and profession
st, wwoked more to the Euro
and immigrant sec-

e. This predominantly
n that differed from thgy

tl ke French, practiced a
American norm, and referenc

. Downtown, by
st than the Ameri-

fading colonial worlds
France and Spain for cultural enlightenment. There

f the professional di s, great hotels, theaters, a
" ther amenities (particul the “Poor Third” DistrQ

low Esplanade Avenue atch those of Faubourg St

lower-city plantations -

and deeply reflecti
day, the riversid
Ninth wards (
Holy Cross

rg Marigny, Bywater,

ten to twenty working-c

ery one t structure, and of those, ve
mansi over one hundred years,
and home-btilders had every econo

© Kathryn T. Abbey, “The Land Ventures of/ en
Orleans and State of Louisiana,” 7he Louisia
359-73; and Charles E Zimpel, Topographical

fayette in the Territory of

! Quarterly 16 (July 1933):
lew Orleans and Its Vicinity,
1834, Southeastern Architectural Archive, Special Collections, Tulane University,
New Orleans, LA.

t
istricts—tended to devs
mixed with industriatmad ¢ mmerci
s further from such @ acted hi

hically, New Orleans ent for a more moneyea 1. Housin e city’s poor-
ide, curving blade rep est residents, usually African-American ch alow prior-
s and the narrow, straig ity for developers that (jher urbanizat les, particularly

n
Y y. Complex social phe

95

cultural reason to focus more effort on uptown than down-
town, a fact reflected expansion of Orleans Parish’s of-
ficial borders. The
sometimes dram
eight-and-a-half
1797 and 1874
been fixed at

Quarter, sin

arish line moved constantly and
, from present-day Iberville Street
iles up to Monticello Street, between

hand, has

wer parish line, on the

on Barracks, three miles b

5—the oldest terrestri line of the

Orleans Parish
volved proximity

to exiaging Conditions. Areas closer isy, smelly, unsightly
or [ hel vise offensive “nuisance od zov@road
anals, dumps, wharv i Ie s, red-

W %idential

se, while

d develop-

for drainage and acc , carrie

poor to settle in s

amenity, high-n

eight, leaving the
il " 1solation in the low-
»

tiquated most
teent tury growth Orleans. The automobj
moder tates a s neutralized the need
imiqﬁ
ner c
municipal drainage system built in the early 1900s o
ckswa urban development and eli
d topo restriction. Developm
ger lay iw& ands of sugar planters lo

professional real estate

even il crte(hit: why live near the co
en pea urbs await a short driv

antation
hand-in

nomic o

ith government planning“Zuthorities. Eco-
unities in places other ghan the Central Busi-

of New Orleans drew d

urbs names like Metairie an ood, rather than in-
rbs with names like Fzu t. Mary and Faubourg

ment to outer sub-

a involving race, class,
, gentrification, lifesty public education played
and deeply influentialg les in determining the why be-

ind the where of urban ion. Taxation, high costs of

1 The present-day Orleans/Jefferso ish line at Monticello Street also dates back
to 1805, but had been changed to Felicity Street in 1812 and thence relocated
throughout present-day up, r the next six decades. Former upper boundaries
of New Orleans include a tation line near St. Joseph Street (1797), Mon-
ticello Street (1805), Felic t (1812), an old plantation line between Foucher
and Antonine streets elicity Street again in 1833, Toledano Street (1852),
Lowerline Street in 1 finally Monticello Street in 1874, where it remains
today. The city’s lower ary was relocated from Barracks Street to Jackson Bar-
racks in 1805 and mained there for two hundred years. Algiers was annexed

in 1870. Sam R. q @ \A Report on Survey of Metropolitan New Orleans Land Use,
Real Property, and L come Housing Area (New Orleans, 1941), “Growth in Area:

New Orlean@na” fold-out map.
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living, and exasperation with city life playe nal roles the region’s lowest crime rates and best public schools. New
in driving out middle-class residents from th ity to new development in Jeffer, t. Bernard, and Plaquemines par-
suburban subdivisions. Finally, new p restrictj ishes is less commo new subdivisions in New Orleans

such as hurricane-protection levees,gwe
coastal erosion, and subsidence have
ment in many fringes of the two hu

with decent public schools.
the North Shore of Lake P,

ition—ra/ &/ a8

idly growing areas of the regiorr, and notgai

New Or-
e only rap-
dentally, boast

n the Lower Coast of Algiers. The
an expansion within the boundaries of

proper now occur

last great wave

Orleans Parish red east of the Industri al, along
the new I-1Qgrorridor, during the 1960s a 0s; since
then, only s pansions such as the a gated com-

munity of English Turn in Algiers have a

Irops , the rising stars of mod

real estate de-
the historic fau-

bourgmadjacent to the original ci re, tourism_has led
invd rort ‘o renovate historic struc to fashid v & "bou-

velopn® at 11i New Orleans are, once

Another way to track historical urban gr 4] by mapp
the WPA in the late 1930s, were tr
91,026 structures, of which 92 p¢ ce
1 percent public or institutional.
between the Civil War and World

T

-

a to a digital format, block by block, to prod
re entirely or partially residential, 4 perc e commercial, 2 percent industrial, and
sidential structures standing in 1939, 3 were built before 1860; two-thirds arose

nder were built in the 1930s. New Orleans

, a quarter dated from the 1920s, and th

v
-

map. New Orleans at the time counted

¢ average age of structur ock. These data, originally collected by

ased on Carter/WPA, 1939.

probably retains around 2,000 antebellum structures today. Map and analysis by w

N

K
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tique hotels, and gentrification draws spec o restore

old houses and “bring back” decaying neighbol iods. Where
@ﬁrst and

opment at the turn of the nineteent

cency to already gentrified areas. The

revitalization, starting first in thg

the Faubourg Marigny, Lower istrict,

ter, and now Tremé, loosely miricii the seq

these areas were originally deEIOPCd two ce@go.

restoration and gentrification occurs is d

most, by a modern variation of the injgi

97

Epilogue: After Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans will likely
“rules” that drove the morphology
1es earlier, primarily flood protection
igh natural levee. To an extent, the
city may contract from the vast ‘Spread

ecent times, and reconsti e shape of
istorical times.

gain new appreciation
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AN ARCHITECTURAL GEO@PHY
oF THE FRENCH QUART@

Preservationists use the French out e
describe both the object of their int and the {¥pctveof
their endeavors. The “total impz or, litera ery-
thing together”) created by h @ orical
structures, more so than any o 1s what
captures the ambience of the past; preservati us strive
to save entire streetscapes—Ii. yicate pano f rooftops
and dormers, shutters and nd hitching

or the preserva-

of tout ensemble are

What appear.
i

ing but random. Reve
ell worth the effort: th

terns diyulge both national and local history, the architectu
styles %ant an ous influences, and the lex
econgmic. and poli a city once predicted me

tive “histor al, s actugd y a

on@e world’y reatest. They reflect events ental
% cious b a long-ago night, and entous
® transitio w Orleans from its Europeaii past to its

e centuries-old

d above all, they track

ctive house types and s

rican presen
lutio und almost
owher uch concentrations.

€
But/ 10

o detect these patterpg? I , New Orleans
e of the oldest and mos

ities in America, prod

ish

is

ted preservation-
me of the nation’s
toric districts and utili some of the best his-
t ocumentation. The m ce of primary recor

is the city’s unique and price tarial Archives, storing
iginal documents relating to real estate transactions an
o ies involved, from the s to modern times. Chain

y erty title and the hi
’ ings have been researc

neighborhood, an

d architecture of old

cond-oldest legally pro is-
1on (1936-1937, after

Rosetta Stone of the F

toric district in t
South Carolina)
ter’s property h

rleston,

research efi

eux Carré [tha
should be preserved....
S, March 3, 1937), which
protected the Quarter’s “quaint and distinct 7 and particularly “those
buildings having architectural or historic wort quoted by Florence M. Ju-
monville, A Guide to the Vieux Carré Survey (New Orleans, 1990), 14; and Bernard
Lemann, The Vieux Carré—A General Statement (New Orleans, 1966), 5.

commission for “the preservation of such buildings i
be deemed to have architectural and historic v:
was followed by a municipal ordinance (No.

s«

®

i and patterns in geo-
a random mix of struc
ti_Fall yoked under the adj

929

»

coordinated by the Tulane University School of Architecture
between 1961 and 1

every property, squ
documentary evi

he survey compiles “an index of
quare, together with all available
ot the history, especially architectural

modifications, o uilding and a brief indication of [its]

present historic hitectural interest,”"® a been up-
dated sporadi in the following decades. es one or
two three-i ck binders per block t all this in-
formation, which, in its entirety, fills a bookshelves

in The | New Orleans Collecti iams Research
Center > of the sole original cop opening pages of
each

c: typically contain:

ap of the Quarter sh wiw block’s ;

etches of the four stree ions (bfi'ding rofiles)
ounding the block; & *

three to four pages ary desc s of each

building, including @ al type a

tion date or era, and '« -coded ass

©

e, construc-
ent of its val-
ue, ranging from the lowly brown onable or of no

ce) to the re

he 1720s and 1730s,
e nineteenth century,~
an e-lnsurance maps, p

arc
ral evaluation maps,

of the binder present

architectural impo
historical or arc
o a series of h

dimentary Iﬂ

T
and gr

maining 95 s
data for lot on the block, even' raca it

ones rical I

nt photographs, newsp ip-
pings, - chures, emera are integrated w%@doc—
umentary essence of the survey: the chain of title e lot,

g with transactions and going bagk as far as evi-
permit limbing down the rungs dder into
ast.””® I ocumented in amazing detai times back

g
colonial t , are the transaction da 'a) ference to the

fice Book in the Civil Dist
parties involved, the

onvey:
which d
ov; otary, and whenever po
an ral details. It should b

d

ented the transaction,
building contracts
, however, that these

imarily describe the pro nd only secondarily

ding, if at all. Informa structures is sometimes

isingly scant, and one i times uncertain whether

rticular fact refers to g \extant structure or a long-de-

olished one. The origina Carré Survey also contains
dai s from the 1970s to 1990s, but

other archives do not include

hotographs and other
microfilm copies availablc™
these recent addendagA New Orleans aficionado can spend
many hours perusi binders of “The Survey,” fascinated

as much by the s of history behind familiar sights as

k-and-white photographs of Quarter
goed 1960s.

1r6—A General Statement, 5.
the Vieux Carré Survey, 3-13.

by the intrigui
street scenes i

15 Lemann, 7he
1 Jumonville, A Gu.

5 Tbid., 10. 0
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from the colonial and antebellum eras e Often
rame and shotgun hou other

ere simply appended. 120 bon is

ower floor was once a circa-1840 Creole
Greek Revival details, to( vhich Victorian-
ere added in the late 18 tograph by

saral characteris-
, structure type, origin

rnment for every extant re. Conducted durini
autumn-winter 2001-2002, thess took eighty hours,

lowed by a roughly equal amount of time to verify an
the data in the streets (much has changed in the Qua
i
Q;nd accuracy, and ma

e 1966, despite its p

1832);
and only

er half (53 percent) are kngw .
ercent are known to th " / ef . Am

teenth- and nineteenth-century s 5, only one out of

every eleven may be nailed dow/ t rticular year. This

uncertainty is explained in part b t that construction,

renovation, and remodeling often span long periods of time,

Urban Geographies

and by lack of documentation, particularly for older, hum-
bler abodes, which f¢

their characteristics

esearchers to “age” buildings by

ask of mapping and quantifying

necessitates that ddl yions be made about these “fuzzy” data,

¢ construction date, the latest, and the

most probable

searchers co

Creole cottal

1830 for the _carliest” date, 1839 for th st,” and 1835

for the ‘e t’robable” construction is this last cat-

appears in the maps and Wthat follow, but

culd be aware that a cert@nge surrounds most

pecial problem arose ing builfs Qtion.
ices wer x

as floor ns, large-

8 percent of Quarter having

dergone radical remodeld

a
820s Creole cottage sti

ve that clas
expanded with a second floor and en with Victorian
ornamentation in the aOSP Or is it Victorian store-

e extensions, new fa 1d recon n. Does an

tion if it was

house? If a storehou g from 0s was completely
dismantled and re the 1980s, it still be honestly

recorded as a str dating fr Spanish colonial era?
“How do yop pi t a build: grew like Topsy, with~
-dated fronts, and re-orj
the same dile ¢ the Banquette” colu @
the lmux Carré . “The picture is clouded" to
by am h of old | s and oft-told tales.”’¢ -
remodeling, the earlier
tage Blooms Under Scott Touc@ Carré

sott Long while confront

sion:
1 Edith t Long,

case

The Vieux Carré Survey described 1028 St. Philip as follows:
“Originally this c. 1839 single, long brick cottage was
approximately 3’ | height [than] it is today. A massive c.
1880 renovation, cluded a roof change and a possible
raising in height rmed the early cottage into a late 19th
c. single shotgu@ there are two construction dates (1839
and 1880), two s (arguably Creole and Victorian), and
(cottage and shotgun) manifest in a single

quarters in the rear, a rarity for shotguns.
thor, 2004.
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Roofscapes of the Frencl Q 1a ter. Photographs by author and Ronnie Cardwell, 2003-2004.
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be used. For cases of drastic remodeling (su e oft-en-
countered Victorianized-cottage example abo e building
would be “aged” according to the overall Qt—day im
le
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sion it casts upon the streetscape. Thaab amp

thus be recorded with a most-probab in the

the case of rebuilt structures, the re uction I1d

be recorded as the most-proba alyses ing

age appear in the chapter, “‘CuQ Houses@:’ Pat-
terns of Construction Date in th ch Qu

more funda# what ex-

ity? twin com-

%sidered one

h a tiny shot-

1 as single struc-

utbuildings? I

rbside edifices with
had addresses and
ey. I felt that it would
d larger structures (fo

Another challenge was ey,
actly comprises a single str
mon-wall townhouses on

structure, or two? Is it reaso
gun house and a block@z
tural units? What

decided to restri
addresses, plus

were recorded. in the

be perfectly o count s

example, a ti agea ar, - townhouse) each as sin
ut ball d a
same scale o1, for exam

Hotel.
adjac

structural unting these entities o

e block-long Royal O

cided that when a single structure spanned many
of a row, it would be d d as
a se structur sented cartographicall@ts)
lin@ block. 7 \is seemed like a reasonable mise
'*n the rel f structural unity and tl@ﬁcance
unit size. TWc Royal Orleans Hotel is shown on the
#ﬁ as ninegailics, because it occupies rou hly nine parcels
appin na Royal, St. Louis, and C streets, and

countedyas iune structures in the gr

en th architecturally speaki

o

arger structures that di

is Cathedral, U.S. Min

elsin t

d tabulations,
single edifice.
| of sites were affecte is issue; neverthe-

Id be kept in mind w ing the maps and

orm rows, such as the

dmiil:l
(LS
L

“keyhole” entrance, typical of circa-10+Us Greek Revival style.
Photograph by author, 2004.

7
~ere recorded as “Frenc

Urban Geographies

ing, were depicted as single points, because of their promi-

nent nature and salie itions in the streetscapes.

How many str , then, are in the French Quarter?

Using the above ia, this tabulation of the Vieux Carré

Survey enumera 44 structures in the area bounded by

enue, and

the MississipgiRiver. (This count does not i the “100

blocks” ber\aanal and Iberville, w technically
a

not in the V?X Carré but are in the rré Survey.)

In 198 rcher Ann Barnes cou
in the Quarter, including the
and ring rows and larger u

ure may be considered a

Parish Assessment RNds sli o
ely owned parcels in th% Qu

ural status. If one w

, shed, and outbuildi

tructures in the Quarte

Iberville Street, Rampart Street, Esplan

,843 structures
-Iberville blocks
single structures.'
ative e ! The
2,700
rdless of
nts quar-
se to 3,000
ng buildings

o

ude ever

are prob

. Indeed, c
in the French Quarter js like countin n a forest: one
nd robust ¢

d enfo

ill arrive

must agree on reasona of what exactly

constitutes a single e consistently, and

even then, ten cou different counts. All

2,244 a tal. °
presente re predictable prob—~
uildings’” architectur;
at is Spanish Coloniﬂ@
what is Victorian to an

. I relied on the judge s

data presented h.

Architectura

styles is
one person is
is Viet
the Vie

confi

Italianate t

ré Suryey chers for this assessmen,

descri’ “a a¢hilding as a Creole town ith
o

no o listic 1 s, | recorded “Creole’ ima-

ry style, with no secondary style. If a shotgun housc'ivas de-

as Vi Italianate, “Victorian” was.entered as its
ry style talianate” as its second , though
e may 2&\ hile “Trali-

at “Victorian” connotes
ate” a s those few cases Wheré]on-architect,
d to rﬁudgement, I relied on ven e sources such
eard’s French Quarter §anual (1997), Lloyd
Vot Orleans Houses (1985), he Friends of the
Cabi ew Orleans Architecture or guidance. There
is&nportant exception: @rld War II construc-
i hich by law must stylis aintain the rout ensem-
er Revival,” despite their
ough a 1960s hotel may have
eek Revival style, ora 1970s
architect probably intended

bience of the French Quarter,
ose particular historical styles. The

t style. The reasoning:
been designed faithfully i
ouse as a Creole cott
primarily to emulate the
rather than to exto
late Malcolm Hea

Carré Revival,” ari

ribed this resulting style as “Vieux
rom a feeling that new construction
cenographic and that it should fill in
uarter fabric as inconspicuously as pos-

Carré Survey—Listing of Buildings By Block and Date, un-
82, Miscellaneous binder, Williams Research Center, The
s Collection.

¢
¢

¢0

®



9
sible, leaving the limelight for older buildin

. alysis of
styles appears in the chapter, “A Draping o ions:” Pat-

terns of Architectural Style in the French er.”
Probably the most straightforwagd c
ed in this study is one of the least ap d:

or typology, the functional body a%pe of ture,
based on culture, economics, u d geo ~Dype
is distinguished from szyle, thﬁi fashion n the
building’s construction and em ment, i mostly
# apparel,

o jeans, or

from cultural factors. Extending the dichot
type is to style what shirt is

shoes is to wingtips. Styles ya

ty) in the French Quart

ish Revival, from Cre
inst primary types:
ouses, aps storchouses. Analysis of
e chapte ilosophy of Space:’
ypein t ch Quarter.”

French Quarter s
ple: residential, reside

An Architectural Geography of the French

eristic r

St

almost thir-

cottages, shotgu

typology appea

Patterns of S
Structur

ctur
as decepti

stitutional were the m

I, o
@nt of the structure’s ori
or structures that may ow
a business on its ground floor and resi-

the

purpose. A gra

not havasonce hous

dence@. When

use orded a tial/commercial.

@inal cat%was an assessment of the 7
' 7 structures fagades. Whi

er these features (particularly galleries)
&most people

e quintessential signat the French

e of the first mental imked when the
rleans” are spoken. 05, and especially

s, dominate the French

as a doubt (which was

marring beautiful fa¢

r streetscape and
guish it from other downtowns. Iron

ation was ranked on a ive scale, mapped out,

Heard, French Quarter Manu. b
Vieux Carré (New Orleans, 1977), 138.

) @

&

v
&
Q
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and analyzed by the structural type to which they were at-
tached. The analysis

rs in the chapter, “Signature of
-Lace Galleries and Balconies in the

A word ab mapping of the data: Using Geo-
graphic Inform ystems (GIS) technolo addresses
for the 2,244gentries were mapped to U.S. s Bureau

digital stree containing beginning ding house
addresses for every block in an associat@:ﬁ database.
This pr Qlled address-matching oding, is billed
as “au@’ but is really semi-auto@ecause nuances
and gmaeratizations in the files us necessitate_that the
arto-

the h ni foer on

¢ 3 1eeded substantial editi\g updati Xthe cor-
ons were made, nearly 484 pc.Cent of tms mapped

. re geococ@nuaﬂy), but

of the street.

he points on the maps appearing in t four chapters
are sufficiently close toEir actual loca for the purposes

till needed to be adjuste

of this study, but one or ors from absolute

locations. Readers ng for in
house should be

that the
depict all detai ery struc

find or

tion on a particular

f these maps is not to
its exact location, but

and geographical p

S

out ensemble.

Or, rather,

Epi Altho Mme Katrinas winds cau
erate e to r@rd felled a few walls in
Quarter, the tout e e of the district survived i
hibecause the relatively high elevation of the natural
@atars at a block or so. The gra me of the

r-old Ursuline Conven#‘s massive

into the steep hip roof, but
gly well.

rter, the
se withstood






“Curious OLD HOUSES 7 /1¢sE”
PATTERNS OF CONSTRUCTIQMVIJATE
IN THE FRENCH (QUARTE!

How old is the French Quarter? there are ad lymbci of

reasonable responses. The undef @ teirain is abaut 5,000
years old; its use by Indians as £ ‘ermy us in the [ v/r{ o-lake
portage is perhaps 500 years old," " Sibly much oricr. Euro-
peans under the command of Bienville first cJ¢ irec.its timber
in March-April 1718, the tinijeenerally recog ized as the
foundation of New Orlean. \Ine Quart{ s s .cet network,
which survives today aldiosc i its entirety,-as laid out in
1722. Perhaps this lasgf1a offs a fair be'ichy ark for marking
. But it is.noe

time in the FrenchpOux 3 street grid that

imparts the strong ser Wyf historici piie to this space; it is
the streetscape—* tout ensemblé 01 shtly clustered build-
ings crowding narrow streets, env. Bped by iron lace, gas
lamps, cruni g stucco, wel o M brick walls, and steep
roofs. How old 1s%.vis Frensh QU eer, the historical built e
e k ow tod’ 2 Ti

tion by disceiiing histor:

vironment chapter addresses this qum-
d geographical patterns il t'ic
construction dates of extant French Quarter buildings, bascu
on th¢ Vi ¢« Carré 5¢ pzanalysis described in theggavious
chaprar Bt before ¢ yla'ing these trends, it is womy whiie to

poi o(  some sus crlatives among them.

SGUE SURI T/ 8G FRENCH

C OLONIZRA STRUCTURE
Only<

colonial #7a:

complete building survives fram e first French
ttie Old Ursuline Convef r/utf 1112 Chartres
¢d in 1745 and built £93745-1753 by Claude

Josépliillars Dubreuil according tof st .1s by Ignace Brou-

street, ¢ sigs

tid “he Ursuline Convent is the ol@est wocumented structure
U8 tanding in the Mississippi Va pand deltaic plain, and
the 1..0st aged in the city by a i of about thirty years.d
Additionally, a few French colo. !{_ra walls remain scattered
v youghout the Quarter, long since incorporated into

cor tructions, and plenty/. arly eighteenth-century build-
'"cams) have been recycled int
of the French colonial Carps

Garde are “encased in“iggf walls of the Cabildo,”” '« ing

ing materials (bricks, cypi
extant buildings. Rem/w

it as another French col¢hia. irvi-
litte’s Blacksmith Shop at™
bon Street is repfits 440 date from the early 170"

e 1770s or 1780s. Some c.
" Toulouse was erected in /.

some researchers to/ .« .
vor. The photogenic L, Bour-

£ is more
'd hat the

rraordinarily

likely a product
storehouse at
early yed "0 /1720—before the streets we pliid out—bue
s a more likely date of aroff 71808.2" Y/

" A dependency of the convent dating from the sani
structure in the graphs.

» Edith Elliott Long, “Creole Cottage Blooj
Courrier, March 17, 1967, p. 2.

» The Vieux Carré Survey: A Pictorial Record and w24y of the Land and Buildings in
the Vieux Carré, 130 binders (Williams Research Center, The Historic New Orleans
Collection), Binder 61.

evidence

s counted as a v d

Ul e

scott Touch,” Vieux Carré

105

da

7he Uid Ursuline Convent (cenwc. a.the only pinior ¢ .ctural
/. ti" e of New Orleans’ French ( vloriul era. Pesig 'in 1745
I an_ built between 1749 and 1" 7, the conve. wanks as the

‘est documented struct; Sl standing insthe vississippi
Valley and deltaic plain, & d the ost aged i’ tF e/ ity by about
| thirty years. Photograph b, “as’ e Cardwell" T author, 2004.

lack of French colonial era structures? & ac . les of 1788 and
1794 destroyed over a ti jusand of thent,“ Jhers, built of ma-
terials and by methoc  considered /£11 i Pby later standards,

where demolished4c.". e more robu " constructions of the
Spanish colonialf’i and afterw! as The nearly two-and-a-

the end of the French
d that fire, storm, demol;

'fve passed si
sed the liké i

- would claind i

half centuries th.
regime have 11ic

. . .
tion, or & ructural vestiges. A seco d
French coloniai‘era transpii.
city o¢

November

secretly starting in 18004/ he
Msibly remaineg 11 Wanish control) and officie v 11
503, only to ( Wiclude permanently a mg thiat-
er, wl' en e Louil anad hwrchase was made officialand iiew

Orlea..

structures arose during this brief transitional era, buttaey are

_ransferred “ nerican hands. About tv :li e xtant

of . ntionally” Mmacnized as Spanish colonialeera structures,
not .‘rench.

There al 0 exist a handful of French cgloriiil szyle struc-
cares that, wiiiVpost-dating France’s prif ary, idministrative
era, nev/ t « ss reflect the old French t(aid West Indian)
ways, for t.city retained its Francogfrone culture for many
yeas, | itc. Jards. The most prominéi:
at 632 Jumaine Street known ag
by 1t i€ \mediately after the 1788 fi

aits: pavilion-shaped wit

aample is the house
. iadame John’s Legacy,”
+ th classic French colo-
ni. sep double-pitched roof,

er chimneys, and colonna waf ipholding an airy gallery,

Co

Jed high on brick piersg the house’s foundation as well
as some of its hardware mawz aate as far back as 1730, hav-
ing survived the 1788 fif

New Orleans by picturing scores of structures like Madame

U e can visualize French colonial

John’s Legacy, of varigus sizes, setbacks, and orientations, lin-
ing the streets.



RARE SranisH CorLoNIAL E
STRUCTURES
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Like “French colonial,” the term

i'a coloni
New Orleans can imply an architect e or an/yistor

era. The Spanish colonial style appe&ocally iche o er
years of Spain’s dominion (176 , particulars, fter
the 1794 fire, but persisted fo

ﬁ ears afte@iepar—
ture of the Dons, and for decac ce as an nce in

related styles. Only thirty-eight of the 2,24 French
Quarter structures were buiti)during the h colonial
era, and of those, twenty- ibit Sp lonial style
Another three structures e this st postdate the

era by a few years. Edi iott Long, ctural historian
and keen French server fo ca-1960s Vieux

Carré Courier, wro

ably only a score, t the mos tually descend from
me. Hurricanes were

[the Spani olonial era].

known to eveled others e great prosperity and
business drive i emerged,after erican purchase of the
Territor ts for t stry(rion of the rest.””

Some secondary so ply that eighteenth-ce

buildings abound in the French Quarter, even suggesting t
hood rh more accurately descri the

many notable Spanish ag sitectur-
carried on in subsequent tyles,

s of Spanish Period,” Vieux Carré Courzer, October 1,
" column, p. 1. Differences betgeen Long’s count and
st to the “fuzzy” nature of judgi construction date,
istorical structures in a district of t ds. See previous
ical information.

se presented
e, and fi
apter for met

b
R

.-

""f\ :
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This Chartres stras izape possesses the city’s larg
of Spanish colc' iz ¢ ructures. At the corner is

e erablage
1795

Reynes H ... as a townhouse with trait f the
Caribbear&lin America. It adjoins 5 ‘Chartres,
built co oraneously. Next is the 1795 ownhous
with i ught-iron balcony and Spani rtyard. g
fires of nd 1794 started near thi which
why these buildings generally date to 1 thereafte
625-627 Chartres is a porte coche Iding with a wooden
balcony, built during the last year h rule. Three other
Spanish colonials occupy this sam . In the background

is the Cabildo (1799), the city’s best-known Spanish colonial
structure. Photograph by author, 2002.

\Bayou S

cate th s was dismantled from the
ne@t. John around 1781
(sgfle gecondary sources date th
e

! /

Urban Geographies

dest extant structure in
arkable Ossorno Hou design,
gin, and function, it w

from Bayou
. John around 1781 an led at pr y 913 Gov.
Nicholls by 1784. Althou riginal ian-style hip
roof had been remodeled to a gable by s, the house is
still distinctly rural in earance, orie , and setback. It
is an amazing excepti he Fren er cityscape, like
an old Dutch farmh ew Yorkw
Los Angeles. Photo, y author, 2

structures built @ i
ra are, in

the Spanish galo
Quarter to
T
ucture in the rear of the

al

i | irgundy, and Rampart the
last areas to be built wp—is the remarkable Oss ouse
Gov. I

ilding urrounding sixteen blo ighty years

er than t average age, and possi only struc-
e ever t y its parcel. The Ossor use is a “pure

Spanish mission in

olls. Tt is over twenty-five years older than

gn and prob-

lantation house” in i
p

ably in and function as well: primary documents indi-

| plantation country
assembled by 1784
to 1787). Although
e hip roof had been re-

nal West Indian plan
adeled to a gable by the 18

al in its appearance, oriefation, and setback distance. It
an amazing exception in rench Quarter streetscape,
ke an old Dutch farm

Spanish mission in mo

e house is still distinctly

in New York City or an aged
os Angeles. While the Ossor-
no House dates from the Spanish colonial era, it definitely
does not represent anish colonial style; rather, it is a
French Creole styl tation house that postdates French

colonial times. e of two plantation-style structures in

» A few French homes built during the Spanish colonial era still stand
in the Bayou St. ou Road area.

2 Edith Elliott Lon: iscovery: One of Our Oldest Buildings,” Vieux Carré Cou-
rier, “Along WUctte” column, May 27, 1966, p. 2.

Q

al styles and/or during °
ite rare in the Frenc
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ery hund
nth ¢
uilt betw
ate froa

80) interspersed among threc“peaks” (1820-1860, 188 .

, and in the 1960s an 70s) in the construction semck

< :
FIRST VALLEY, BEF
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the French Quarter, the other being Mada s Legacy,

but unlike that much more famous buildi e Ossorno -

House once actually stood on a plantatio structur

boasts an interesting human history;, een the w Construction Dates

of prominent New Orleanians and i of Extant Structures

ssessi
three families from 1795 to recent d . That %0 n the French Sluarter,
House may have literally come ayou Ro the j by
Bayou St. John plantation COQ ended ¢ Gov.
Nicholls Street, where Bayou R ntered . is also
of great significance. One view itasas monu-
ment to the historic flow s traveling
this route from city to bay, i observed in
1966 that this outstandi i ow eluded the
attention of tourists, a@; s, who devoted
their research to thmbe in the heart of
the Quarter. Th tion rere ins‘.rue today: the Os-
sorno House al ver appear 11t popular photographic

books or walking tours of the ven Malcolm Heard’s
arter Ma issed it.

thorough Fr

These graphs show tl
Quarter structures ar.

61 percent
tween th

aresent-day French
of New Orleans

HISTO Pa S (1815) and the Civil 861). A of every hundred
Quarter structures the 17005; e of four were built

oF CONSTRUCTIO ATES in the 1800s; and f five date e 1900s. Graphs and

T ogram uction Dates of Extant Structures in analysis by a“”’w
the Fr warter, ade, and the pie chart of b - -
Exmucturex i ench Quarter Built Durin rical 5% « 1?5:—;30@
w that, st ally speaking, today’s Fﬁluarter Tm ﬂT&
i cidedly th-century neighborhoo out one 1“;:3

ctures (1.2 percent) dgtes to the eigh-

ile about three of four ercent) were
00 and 1899 and one

e (21 percent)
ser, the histo-

twentieth century.” Vie
at 61 percent of the e sent-day Quarter
815) and the on-

en the Battle of New Or
ivil War (1861), especi etween the 1820s and

nd in particular the 183 histogram limns fou,
1930-1960, and afte&

e French Quarter’s e ructures.
820 s to the maps and graphs section: they depict
m ) o P the patterns of exta ildings, but also patterns of
ety-six) surviving struc(esPre- wlition of previous ones.
ourse, represent low le con-
ar. On the contrary, th er wa T PEAK, CIRCA 18 861

1820, so much so tha spread The rise of sugar tton, the arrival of Northern
into a nu acent faubourgs. Rather, ey’ r
flects the e on centuries-old bas inab
semitro ort city. Parcels opened u e disappear- trade ushered great to New Orleans during this ante-
ccupt bellum “golden a ndreds of multistory edifices arose
« 3 . . . .
later “peaks” in construction, which br p an inter to meet the de specially in the 1830s, when New Or-

leans ranked a the wealthiest cities in the nation. Il-
» Since these figures were computed, the Qui ¥ twenty-first-century struc- lustrating t erity of this era is the fact that, of the
ture—a townhouse controversial among som bors for its above-average . . ’
height—was constructed on Ursuline Street. It is not included in these maps and 1,294 extan ctures built durlng 1820-1862, over half

graphs. w
N
Q

The relatively fe
dating 1820 do n

struction prior to

entirely develo

emigrants and foreign i rants, the development of the

steamboat, and the city’s monopoly on Mississippi Valley

ance of t cient edifices were usu

»
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(52 percent) were sumptuous townhouses. Tmch Quar-
h

ter in these times was an affluent residentia borhood,

108

as well as a business district (in its uppe
to a substantial working-class immi
ticularly in its lower and rear flanks).
evident in the data: 21 percent of st
were storehouses, with comme

and residences above, and ano
where the working class citizens

The drop-off in constructionyin the 1840s
be explained by a number rs: full deselop
city’s parcels; increasing p ity of upt{ w1 ; nd Esplanade

Ridge sites for new cons ; reper, o.1s of the Panic
of 1837; and increasi e comp
Northern canal a i construsti

SECOND VAL 2-18

The dearth of structures dati

in the form of

he

until 1877. Many Jlocal and regional businesses (na
plant folded, ent dollars were limite few
buildingsfwent up. percent of today’s bui ate

cra.

om these ﬁfteen years ew structures’ were shoty
I events, not just subse 196 shotguns and eighteen bungalow
the blockade of the po fully

izl
cotf ‘ruction interrupted the cigg’
ns quick surrender in @
m

Urban Geographies

SEcoOND PrAK, 1880-1920s

But while a nu impressive Italianate townhouses and

storehouses we this “second peak,” t construc-

tly of humble wooden ab r families

he upper class had by ime departed
splanade Avenue, leavin ench Quarter
class, including thous indigent immi-
icily and elsewhere in rn Europe, who

wer modated in old mansi divided jnto cheap
ﬂatas a phenomenon seen, in big citi% era:
“¥cared houses were converte tene
uses,” observed geogra David
trends, “while vaca
h cheap new structu

French Quarter,
1920s. And of the

2 David Ward, *
ies: 1840-1820,”

- 1900 -

s
i - ]
. '
L i "
L
- SE -
G
" -

1917

Scale mn Feet

1899
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these four decades, only 8 percent were ups nhouses

for the affluent.

struction in these years. Depressio

THIRD VALLEY, 1930-1950s m m
A number of factors contribut@dedix

verted attention and funds away,

while in the midst of that er
Quarter as a protected historic d

demolition and new construction. Tourism
during this era were at levels encourage
new hotel construction. ds were the

extensive renovations of dministration

and Public Works Adlw&on in 0s, especially in
the French Marketgrea, " . the gerr ing of the Vieux
Carré Commission iction fr. 6 to 1964. During

that eighteen-y od, certai of the Quarter (the

Rampart Street front rside of upper North

Peters, and t 0 block of st their protected status

allowing for
tions.

er 06 ns and modern constr

THIRD PEAK, 1950s-1970s
The late 1950s t id-1970s saw the final (to date)

boom in French Qi onstruction. These new structures
tended to be lar s and affiliated structures such as
parking garages in response to the growth of the tour-
ism economy. f these new hotels suc in recol-
lecting histor#faptecedents, such as the Roy ans on St.
Louis Street ned after the famous S is Hotel and

"

City Exchan&Others were flagrantly e
PRESQAY VALLEY, 1970s
imse wne late 1970s, new con on has tailed off in

ren | Quarter, a result of pr i'lon on /@arter

els (panned since 1969) an&ng, deli prov-
ess for new constructi%) e fin of new
astruction according togups al stylex St. Louis

lot and now

9

e

ENT
o}

1, is one dra-
ced traditional
f Formosan ter-

matic difference: aluminum beams ha

wood, a response to the yery serious ¢

o

in Quarter Home,” Times-Pica-

mite infestation.?’

of small-scale “clumps” of similar
aggregate them at the street level
century buildings predominate in the
Maps and analysis by author.

When the era of construction of e zch Quarter structures is mapped at the b

ildings interspersed with structures that ma
hat patterns emerge: antebellum structur.
er/lakeside section, and twentieth-century

evel (left), the overriding pattern is one
uch older or younger. It is only when we
il in the center of the district, turn-of-the-




®

O
/

Q(‘)ttages C
I

”@

110 ¢
THE FUTURE Q
Does another building boom loom in the @ ¢nch Quar-
ter’s foreseeable future? Barring fires or disaster.
ction a

Iberville to Toulouse. This terrain formi es

after the city’s founding, whe ng rive osited
sediment along the bank and at % d the do land
base. The French Quarter batture was home, e 1870s

only possible site for significant n
“batture blocks” between North Peti the le m
ifti

to the 1930s, to the city’s Sughr District, co of sheds,
refineries, warehouses, offic nge.” This
charmless industrial lan d or burned

piecemeal during the 1
lans to develop
and gone over t sed rezoning of the
area in 2004 ma excensive new hotel con-

struction.?

GEOG AL

CONSTR jif TION s m
While historical patterns of construction dates clearly
io

svents, geographical patterns of age in

S OF

> a) .1t more complex to unr ere

are pansive ous occupied entirely by str
» era; rath overriding pattern is small-
s

larly aged buildings inter d liber-

s
~clumps” i

ith struc hat may be much oldergr younger. One

n se townhouses built simul&.\sly, a line of

es of

ted within the same or a series of

ting from the 1890s. Bu

g or near them

ay'be Federal-style mansiotr, ssive Commercial
sty ~)use from the 1910s, or rn hotel. This pat-
it =lf is old: “There are still,

there, the old houses, sanav

Uaj,

tial intermixing by age
hed in between thosi

er generation—quaint, lated, and picturesque,

ated one observer in 1885. So rench Quarter buildin
*rwickety, wooden structures, with overhanging port&
and, with windows and dcé out of perpendicular.... o .
hly historic area is the ck of Chartres (lake
slajme to the Quarter’s hi mlcentration of Span-

structures, with great

»30
ily is apparent in the first @o

h shows construction da es catego-
Idin

econd

Qers are massive stone o

doorways, and paved
This spatial co

accompanying ma

rized by fifteen hi al eras for each and ey,
This level of d scures overriding patter,
map, Geo, 1 atterns of Construction Dat

Quarter,

is problem by aggreg:
three eras (antebellum times
War I, and to the p

tion int

War an

» Richard Campanella, 7imes and Place in Ne e
ent Day (Gretna, LA, 2002), 133-46.

ast Geographies in the Pres-

» Bruce Eggler, “Council Clears Way for Qu " Times-Picayune, October
23,2004, Al.

» Captain Willard Glazier, Peculiarities of American Cities (Philadelphia, PA, 1885),
273.
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it at the street level. That is, all buildings on both sides of
each street were sum gether by their construction era,

e charts. The size of the pie chart
or buildings on that street. Amid an

. . « »
S, three overrldlng age zones cmerge

9

nd to cluster

which is depicted i
represents the nu

abundance of exaai
in this map. 0

Antebelluﬁe — Older extant buil
in the centr rt of the Quarter. The p

res on Chartres, Royal

. Well-off families

erect ses,

N ance, e, had
& survive

ur data).

ere less de-

commercial,

hose toward Esplanade and Rampart to be overly
iented, and loser to the river

bustliw port and market

ar out t graphic patterns. The

plebeian and old-worl
were too noisy, sme

activity.

&

Numerical

&

oasts th average constr uction

s is, as ex , Royal Street (1850), fo
1cholls (1 nd St. Peter and St. Phi
(1855). Three . these fo ts penetrate the heart

hose with th est average structural co
al Bienville

Quarter stre

9

tion i 8), Iberville (1890), an
Rame 882), [ 1 the» of which are outside t ct’s
heart: estrian- ervations also bear this alk

own | is a raffish encounter wi
od_epodge.
The dep est cluster of very old buildin

art of thi within one block of Ro

ito Du especially around the Royai i Peter intersec-
tion). ninety-six Quarter strifstures which pre-date
1 alf occupy this relativel area. Incorporated
int

nial era structures. Ve uildings have managed

ive around this stretc al because of its distance

demolition-prone peri heral areas, and because of the

agnificence and significance Of the buildings themselves.
his was also the area ined by the fires 1788 and 1794,
the

clearing the parcels for ore sturdy constructions man-

dated by new Spani onial building codes.

Turn-of-the-C
structures, defi
1862-1918,
lower/lakesi

poor Thir@

Zone — Turn-of-the-century
nerously here as those built between
re likely to be found in the Quarter’s
drant. This area, which once abutted the
ict (across Esplanade) and Tremé and the
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swamp (across Rampart), was home to worki s families cal French Quarter streetscape to the second quarter of the
often residing in cottages, which were often down after nineteenth century, few streetscapes pre-dating this

the Civil War and replaced by inexpensmtgun ho era and a fair num st-dating it. But, as these maps in-
Demolition and replacement by sh less Iik@ dicate, exceptions rule—and gloriously so. The spa-
high-density commercial areas (tow al Str\ tial heterogenei e French Quarter makes it a Rosetta
blocks already occupied by spaciou housesw ed Stone of local, al, and national histo alk down

into apartments. any given stra@¥ is a rich and rewarding tou past and
of the proc change. Wrote the Ne ns Press on

Twentieth-Century Zone ings po g Word transformations in the French Quarter ¢ 5,
War I are more common in the upper and | ection of fs have begun o disappear, litele cottage
the French Quarter. The m. ism i , responsi- te nts...are fast changing into the n e of corniced
ble for most Quarter const : es, explains resi ... On all sides, one, who is ervant, can see

. . . . at fickle old fellow, Time, is back the
this pattern, as hoteliers conomic and for th S 1d Creol

ay for the present.... Some o old Creo
legal factors to the ¢ rter. The lower wiiose roofs have sparkled and Nﬂ the s . s
Quarter remains e h Market also ne hundred years still rcmaig y are f: al ay.
urious old houses these.?!

registers some twen tion because of the
Public Works i n work there during
the Depression.
How olk, is the Quarter? From a stru
tural stand° it seel@nable to date the prototypi-

s William H. Coleman, Histoxi
rons, with Map (New York,

tch Book an. 7 New Orleans and Envi-






“A DrAPING OF FASHION
PATTERNS OF ARCHITECTU TYLE
IN THE FRENCH QUARTE\ m

%t . \n
same persisting and evolving [s

late Malcolm Heard in his 19 i
Quarter Manual. While Heard contended th
ings are more distinguishe

“Architectural styles arrived by s
er like fashions in clothing, to

typologies
(next chapter) than for thei ese fashion

statements are neverthel nt and richly

rter. Th er seeks histori-

@behin t years of styles
today.
out grad rough the adoption
traits, tne modific of others, and the in-
ones. Dem
nomenon in rete eras i efore about as debata
as classifyiléstyles msé es. In Bernard Lemann’s
Vieux Carre Genera ent (1966), historic arc

rench Quarter were identified as Colo-
arly Federal Period (180 25),
Paleotechnic (early indg triai age

, and Modern.?® The a2

catalogued in the Fren

cal and geographi

represented in the
Styles phas

of some earli

troduction g this continuous phe

ses in the

Carré (1968) delineated the
and Spanish Colonial;
ek Revival (1835-1850);
); Later Victorian Peri
tury.* The late Lloy

ajor sty-
nsitional Styles
bellum Pe-
2-1900); and
chitect and au-
er’s Guide (1985)

ew Orleans (not

olonial Period (1718-1 : rrench Colonial style Y
ostcolonial Period (18 0): Creole style
o : e Antebellum Period (1830-1362): Greek Revival

1900): Gothic Revival,

wresented here adds a quapsisa
chitectural phases, based onimary s

2 Malcolm He rench Quarter Manual: An Archi wide to I %ﬂ
Vieux Carré (New Orleans, 1997), 119.

3 Bernard Lemann, The Vieux Carré—A Gen ent (New Orleans, 1996),

11-30.
s Bureau of Government Research, City of , Plan and Program for the
Preservation of the Vieux Carré (New Orleans, 1 -35.
» Lloyd Vogt, New Orleans Houses: A House-Watchers Guide (Gretna, LA, 1985),
25-26.
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of extant French Quarter structures as identified by Vieux
6

Carré Survey researc oughly thirty architectural styles
e 2,244 extant units in the Quarter

nd others quite rare, others ubiqui-

are represented am
today, some very si
tous throughou trict but found hardly anywhere else

les of the
olored by

ost popular.

in the nation. chart Primary Architect,

tial numbers:

h Quarter Re-

ame given for all structur after the official

proteggian of the French Quarter, new construction

was| nar lated to mimic histor'cal‘mThese %‘istic
0

gorles, which may be “dra cotta, ouses,

ns, framehouses, or ot tructure &ount for
rcent of all Quarter .
Romanesque rick Style Q
Revival -~ gpanish Colonial % aiifornia
<1% \ 1% | Beaw lows, City
| { <1 < |, Graftsman
i5 g 1%
2%

Cregle ara, 17008
o 18308

Styles sesociated

—|whh era of
Americanization,
16308 4o Civil War

our styles are found in s
evival, Victorian, an

Roman Classical
<1%

h Revival

Iuwma

Eastlake

1%
; E
Federai;
Fran
~ Empire,
2% % %
e roug architectural styles rep ted in the
ch Qua ay, only four (Creole, Revival,
ictorian, a ch Quarter Revival”) ad percent of
e neigh d’s 2,244 structures. Cra analysis by
author.

Co

in, New Orleans exhibited “F
styles of architectur

L-ERrRA STYLES s
st of the colonial era, majority of struc-
Q:olonial,” or “French
erature of architectural
rians, anthropologists, a ral geographers records
Colonial and French Cre-
to describe this eightee ntury style; some save the

erm French Colonial for tions of state and church, and
French Creole or simply

inconsistent use of the term:

for residences and vernacular
structures. This being architecture and not biological taxono-

my, one should exmd embrace a certain level of fluidity

in terminology. Fo urposes of this discussion, we may

think of these

s About 500 Quarter
Both the primary,

in this study, but

and maps. See
ological detaj

Q

nth-century Francophone-influenced

res—about one in every four—exhibit a mix of styles.
plicable, secondary style of each structure were recorded
primary styles were tabulated in the accompanying graphs
itectural Geography of the French Quarter” for method-
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styles as “first-generation Creole.” While the clature is
debatable, the appearance of these structures is istakable.
Main house characteristics include a si incipal

raised upon piers, large double-pitghed ion-like
broad wooden galleries supported wi icate ¢
and balustrades, exterior staircases,

or mud mixed with moss (bowusi t
ing skeleton of timbers. Cente
shutters, and a lack of hallways a sets cha

i-r

al condi-

tions, and specimens may sti c roughout

riors.”” It was a style more suiped to rural or s

former colonial Louisian nois, in the

aceregions and on

Road. That it

cse p the early city’s
$ anthropologist Jay
¢ o 'something from tropi-

Natchitoches, Opelousas
the River Road, Bayo
also prevailed in t
village-like state.

“The conno
Dearborn E

cal (plantati ean and eastern Brazi
Southern Lougdsiania i nsidered the only Cre
region in t se of its strong cultura

to the West region extends historic

along the coast, from the Texas to the Carolinas). Vernacular

Creol tecture, ay be described as © chi-
tect dition ly descended from a esized

tr olonial 73 Four interrelated hyp, have
ered on esis of Louisiana’s Creol ectural
39

» ..
ouse,” Louisiana

Origins of the Creole Raised Pla

he Origins of Creole Architect terthur Portfolio: A

ik |\ Material Culture 29 (Summen/Aut 4): 157.

“The Origins of the Louisia ottage,” in French and
Mississippi Valley: Landscape an Traditions, ed. Michael
rardeau, MO, 1988), 20-25; an dwards, Louisiana’s French

Creole architecture: an oversized do
center chimney, colonnades suppo
staircases and no internal hallways
One can visualize colonial New
similar structures, in various sizes, s
Photograph by author, 2004.

airy gallery, outdoor
high on brick piers.
picturing scores of
cks, and orientations.
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One commonly held proposition is that Creole archi-

tecture was essentiall nted” here as a series of rational

adaptations to the nment. Houses built in the Creole

tradition, wrote o carcher, are “perfectly adapted to the
climate, the top , the taste, and the times of the people
who built the

out of need.

Jhey are uniquely origi evolving]

omplete and honest an e on as the

log cabin o ountaineer, the great arn of the
Pennsylvania ,Uutchman, the sod hous e prairie pio-
neer, a dobe dwelling of the s 40 This
enviroy sental-determinism hypothesi>' i & nbraced by many

al, cultural anteced i ¢ heavily
rchitectural
ding to envi-

raits. Only later are they
ronmental and practic r instance, the
in frigid French
n rainy New Or-

leans. “That full-

houses...were being

built only a doz nization began™ also

casts doubt pn e style was invented~

here. Unless i construction techniqu

from nati i in a frontier environm

generally do n i i+h risky new housing designs.

They ore likely t n what their forebears ®
them, ing th ons to new conditions e

only

sequen( yeca
er hyp it siews Louisiana Creole @ture

as a descendent of Canadian houses derived from Nor-
regio ance, modified in the t Indies and
iana to ocal needs. Edwards su es the re-

rch of a ¢l ampion of this hypothesis, C

¢

ewing the le house as “a frontier i
ern houseform was tropi d to better suit

anadians in their southgard migration.”® This
ure diffused down

e derivation of Loui-
ance, particularly Nor-
y, ascribing less import the modifications made

ouisiana, and even less to.2 nmental determinism. One
esearcher, Jonathan Fri dentified key Creole architec-
tural features—raised consciuction, steep hip roofs, galleries,

exterior staircases, bousi/lage-like material—among centuries-

Vernacular Architecture: A al and Social Bibliography (Monticello, IL, 1986),
1-9, and other sources

“ Edith Elliott Long, mall Creole Town House in Full Flavor,” Vieux Carré
Courier, May 19-25 1.

@ See Fricker, “O reole Raised Plantation,” 142-44, for further discussion
of “climatic detef i .
 Ibid., 146.

 Edwards, “ ins of the Louisiana Creole Cottage,” 20-21.

Q
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old farmhouses in the countryside of Franc oncluded
that Creole features derived from “the folk buil ¥ig tradition

of medieval France. None was invented

Atlantic; hence, none originated as
either of the West Indies or of the
many other architectural styles fou
English, Spanish, Dutch, and F
have been invented here as en

only later were acknowledged as ved larg
pean traditions.”*

A fourth and favored esis see e architec-

ture (particularly its sign allery) as action from
a West Indian cultural
of European, African,

the Arawak India
houses through

a wide range

ns, particularly

solely in French

colonies but in s as well, as early as

1685—Ieads aad esis to de-emphasize
the French & eole architecture. Whilg
underlying and nadian house types we

gion by former Canadi
also brought with the

ontributions and modifications, whi

oy,
brought tocw
the founders and early

nifican

were and need by later ge ions.

at Creole architecture ed up

i from the Caribbean, rath down

a opgirecly from France. EdwarQed this
ndian/C@nﬂuence consequential enough to war-
; the Caribbean region 2 ' “another major

the domestic architectu stern North
with England, France, S@Iermany, Hol-

ration” Creole architectu
ouse and its additions (1

balcony, arched opening
, and a dependency with
ext door is 610-614 Ro
he “high Creole” style of

. »
erica,%alo

Sc

dinavian countries.®

)/

olonial or French C les prevailed in

l in 1769, because

ns even after Spain too

al were built in the sam and style.
plicity uninterrupted by, ing detail

itants remained deeply ophone in their cul- e styles. Photograph by aut 04.
tu the new Spanish rule

not aggressively seek gy ut if one were to apprc@e the trend, it
h and urban development \would s e 1720s, peak in the 1750s 1760s, decline

change this. But population g
reasingly rendered these structures inadequate, waste slightl 1770s and 1780s, then@lrop off sharply in the
—and dangerous. O thousand were destroye 17@11 but disappear by the ntury. Geographi-
c

he great conflagrations 8 and 1794, and alm ch Colonial style struct re found everywhere
others were lost over ars to decay, demolition, s i ity into the 1780s, but n ve for the aforemen-

all

ern of absence.
colonial administration

and fire. Only one in nal example survives to m g exceptions, form only ¢
the French colonia e Old Ursuline Conve ed \\fter the 1794 fire, the

1745, completed 1 while perhaps the best %le ofa reed new building cod
French Coloni residential structure ( John’ d looked to their own

revent another catastrophe,

ticns to foster the development
Legacy, built i , after the French dom mains of a sturdier urban envi nt. Wood was discouraged in
at 632 Du reet. The remarkable cir ssor favor of brick; steep roofs went out in favor of flat or gen-
House ( . Nicholls, see previous c would tly sloping ones; briclabetween-post walls were covered with
been a ly fine example were it ere replaced with clay tiles. Other

tion of its hip'roof to a gable. A pauci ed to fire safety came with the new

r the mo stucco; wooden shi
tant s Spanish features
of this style in the style, such as ar

balconies, an

prevents the graphing of the rise enings on the ground flood, pilasters,

“ Fricker, “Origins of Creole Raised Plantatio See Edwards’ review of this ards. The fenced gardens and wooden

hypothesis in his “The Origins of the Louisiana Cottage,” 24-25. galler ies of a
* Edwards, “The Origins of Creole Architecture,” 156; and Edwards, “The Origins

of the Louisiana Creole Cottage,” 21-22. m

village gave way to the stuccoed walls and
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wrought-iron balconies of a Spanish city. “A; tructures
er evolved
accordingly—the influence of northern building
ditions, transmitted to some degree & e cold z .@

dian provinces, waned in favor of t

proliferated, the physical character of the

forms of the Spanish.”* Derivatio

plete throughout the Quarter tg
of pure Spanish Colonial Sty @

Quarter—exhibit this style,

in the Spanish colonial era

us: the Old
n, built , and the Gi-
Chartr in 1814, with a
wing dating to 17
The Spanis style i re form rose in the
French Quarter ly durin 780s, peaked in the
1790s, and fall off steadily in ade after Americaniza-

ﬁﬁve surviving historica
it o blocks of the interse

iving street scene, despi er-

postdate the Spanish yea

ly, these

the past two centuries. € cor-
s) is the circa-1795 Reynes , orig-
ly evocative of Spanish ture in

tin America, converted to a storehouse
1896 to 1962,
res, built at
stripped of its
e.* Next is the
s, a 1795 town-
as a courtyard and

as Victor’s Grocery fro
is attached to 609-615

the corner building a

| retaining a Spanish
ue House at 617-619
exemplary Spanish trai

iron balcony, though its arched openings and

s site, and the December 8, 1794, fire started just b

San Juan, Puerto Ric
erected during the rs of Spanish rule. Unti
Spanish streetscap@ Chartres climaxed wi
Pontalba Buildi the corner of St. Peter, aoly de-
signed by ilbwmllemard and built bel@9 and
1796. ButNal decay, including old g&flict
by the 1

demoli

;" vhich explains why t uildings mostly tend to&
rom 1795.) At 625-627 es is a porte cochére (car,
way) building with a en balcony (reminiscent o

ater modified into a st S

th
Orue-

ire, led to its condemnatio ontrove

May 1962. Architects Wnd Ww

i« Heard, French Quarter Manual, 4.

71In 2003, the Vieux Carré Commission per ed
torian gingerbread gallery on the facade of th! plain building. While the
gallery per se is perfectly appealing, and a similar d existed there a century ago,
it distracts from what could have been enhanced into the Quarter’s best example of
a Spanish colonial streetscape.

onstruction of a large Vic-

»

d terrace roof were late eled in a non-Spanisly gs?
fashion. (The Good Friday fir arch 21, 1788, began at~ Ed‘mates that while the pure
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signed a fine reproduction of this beautiful building in its

original 1789 form, as constructed in 1963 and now
houses Le Petit Th¢

cupy this same sq

hree other Spanish colonials oc-
unded by Chartres, St. Peter, Royal,
inuing downriver on Chartres are the
Cabildo
resbytere
ithout their
Cabildo and

an zdcalo or an

and Toulouse.*®
city’s twin jewe

(1799), seat

ar lifted out of an old
central.

in would control New Orl r less than_a decade
rchitectural style finall da locmold.
0

or spanish officials departe glo-

03 b
an culture came to pgn nate,

. leanians
nd themselves with an of archite traditions
L buildings skills, so of Fran
pain, others by Canada, st Indies

rica, and elsewhere. From this admixt

e by way of
America, Af-
rged what may 9

ion” Creole s

be called “second-gene

EMERGENCE
While only
ry “first-generat

E

s of eighteenth-centu- 'O

REOL
three sp
survive in the French

unt, about one of eve

tural styles that are @
ped” on cottages, town
es, or muses built between 1800 and 184( ¢ @
period once- colonial influences wa
oncth Amey’ an <Olture waxed. These were res
with digeno rleans look and design@icb

ial (particularly Spanish) anteceac'its, but

be thought

harks back to coloni
. »
neration

cal m ions and variations that
.01 the pu f this discussion, as “se
ole. W\t e ancestral origin of t eole build-

eenth-century
Creole_tral flon survived intact throggh the Spanish era in

bo nd urban areas, it was d&
an -American influences i ting the Gulf Coast
a@tbe dawn of the nineree

placement of Creole t

tury. The result was
rench Quarter bear a resem-

by new European

hat would take another
ones. Hence, the Creole

lance in structure and ion to the raised, pitched-

oof, gallery houses fou
ally lack the galleries, hav

foot or so raised abo e ground. By the 1830s, “Creole ar-
chitecture had und@ a profound syncretism with Anglo
forms. Georgian _geouctry, with its emphasis on symmetry
and axiality, Wa@tuted for the Creole love of asymmetry

 The Vieux Ca A Pictorial Record and a Study of the Land and Buildings in
the Vieux Carré, 1 ers (Williams Research Center, The Historic New Orleans

Collection), 2.

Q

e eighteenth century, but usu-
ess-inclined roof, and are only a
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and hierarchy.”* So too did roofs, fagades, a arrange-
ment change from old Creole ways, though e remained
the same to warrant the continued use term “C

architecture”—only here, Creole pripari plies na
New Orleans, and secondarily “desce m a
tropical colonial form.” Most of the

ole townhouses in the French
and graphed as such in these p i
teenth-century variation of Creo

eighteenth-century tradition

French Quarter and throu

second-generation Creole ied again in
S, ed later) and

the 1830s and 1840s (¢ i
were finally replaced, e Anglo Ameri-
cans’ favored G d Italianat

d for al
ree s. By the 1850s
and certainly by, War, t
dition—derive edieval

e architectural tra-
of the Louisi:

diffused and altered
# Edwards, “Th ins
Marston Fitch, “C itecture 171¢-

tion,” in The Pg Peelude: Ne lea
Orleans, 1968) @- and Edw| s,
0 Edwards, “Th _ins of Creo .

e Cottage,” 9-10. See also Jam
The Rise and Fall of a Great Tra
8-1968, ed. Hodding Carter (

0@
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MGENCE OF AM

via Canada and especially the West Indies, and modified for
ions of the lower Mississippi Val-

local needs on the p
ley and in the stree ew Orleans—was dead. “The truly

significant period Orleans architecture was brought

into jeopardy by, uisiana] Purchase and brought to an
end by the Civi wrote James Marston in his out-
standing arti the rise and fall of the tradition.

“The Ameri_sniz (tion of the Crescent s long been
completed, at least architecturally; and mle nation is
the poo t.”°! We are fortunate i and deeply in-
debte neer preservationists, tomvithin our stew-

ardshé nation’s largest concen of this upique and
bea radition. &

wn

ki into N eans after

Louisiana Purchase ese local ar-

itectural traditions, hav tle choi 0 move into
existing structures or hire local build ild what they
modified t

knew. Some adjusted tructures, as de-

st Fitch, “Creole Architect

rigins of Creole Architecture,”
ture,” 157.

Popularity of Creole and American Architectural

1860,” 86—80
0" 13 JI

of Quarter's 643 pure

.... 1837, average construction
date of Quarter's 238
“transitional” (Creal
Revival) structures

1847, average co n
date of Quarter's 437 pure

The architectural transition from C
and political power in the city fr
“transitional” structures exhibitin
Greek Revival structures, we see th

e to American elements. The stylistic cha
eole and Greek Revival traits. When we
toric shift of New Orleans society in eve
permanently toward the Americans, and as it did, the old colonial-inspired Creole

" includes mostly also some French
includes mostly Greek 850 some

nds to the 1830s-1840s shift of cultural
spired gradually, as evidenced by those
average age of Creole, “transitional,” and
detail. After the 1830s, momentum swung
ded away. Graph and analysis by author.

¢
¢
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scribed above. But when the trickle grew to a torrent in the
years after the Battle Orleans (1815), the Americans

¢ local architectural traits in favor

increasingly brushe

of their own imp

ncepts—and their own architects.
ration or so earlier, they might have
classical styles that we e rage in
er South in the 1700s, s eorgian,
s now called Jeffersonia icism.>? But

arriving as they did in the early 1800s, mericans im-
ported p ﬁy the latest architectu s sweeping the
North@se of ancient Greece.

caliest known surviving s

Q

e in Louisiana with
i H@m
(627 young
%r of the
&) and Ar-
ry House is
otable for its unusual sc distance , and Greek

both Creole and
res dates from the
Creoles to Anglos.

1830s, when poli

author, 20 » Vogt, New Orleans House

Creole traitssinclude ny, jack arches above

windows, arrow  pass: ween adjoining units; evival portico. The Doric columns ceful curves of

Greek Reviva teristics i the denticulated cornice h h hidd decad 4 . di b

squared op A " e porch were hidden ecades untt r re-discovery by
S,

T.;Lll' T < TL

Scale in Feet by " P
3 o TG Re _Span

No clear spatial pattern appears in
Creole and Greek Revival styles a
in the “Americanized” upper bloc
ethnic geography of nineteenth-cent
area. Maps and analysis by author.

above, where architectural styles are plotteﬂbuilding level. But when we look at only
at the street level (right), we see that Gree | specimens outnumber Creole examples
he reverse is true in the more Francophol city. This architectural pattern reflects the
ew Orleans, when Anglo Americans predo i a‘ 2d in the upper city and Creoles in the lower

&

¢
¢

L
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in 1940. Architectural historians trace Gree ival archi-

tecture in the lower Mississippi Valley e that w
make it famous through its iconic plaat mansion
this unpretentious little home.” W; few

Greek Revival style spread in the ci
tion houses, townhouses, storeh

Richard Koch and Samuel Wilson, who rewhe house

the first major American archi

Orleans, one that may be seen t
French Quarter and by the t
Georgian, Federal, and Jeff

Greek

ian Classigi the other ally. T,
citywid@ Gothic and viv;

“missed” ajor wave of an

other Northeastern styl
Anglo settlement in l@va. Only, n extant struc- t

with a Porch,” Vieux Carré

h, “The ar tural language [of the American
f Graeco-Roman origin, most
o hern identification with Imperia
y @ ary use of the Classic idiom...r
ulture instead of being merely
to Classical-style plantation mansj

t new urban dwellings. Fitch, ©

convenient ideol
Rome [and] Peric
garded human s
blemish.” Whil

his characteriza
Architecture 1718-

also ap
60,” 82.

Style in the French Quarter

ings. American hi

¢ into these patter,
History is
American sty,
American A

styles peaked i the 1830s then fell off

The trend was notice

The houses are rapidly ch
h style, to more elegant
three stories high, with

» In this graph, “Creole” includes

tyles, and “American” implies Gree
styles, as recorded by the Vie
included in this analysis, not a
% Joseph G. Tregle, Jr., “Cr
Americanization, eds. Arnold

don, 1992), 152-57.

tures in the Quarter exhibit Federal, Georgian, or Gothic
styles. The Greek R

614 structures, mo

cribed in the patterns
e graph entitled Popula
ural Styles, 1820-1880%

eaked a decade later a

rcnitectural transition fro
onds to the 1830s a
cal power in the city fro

from the
new houses
and a sum

an-
ostly
m with

rench Coloni
evival, Feder
arré Survey. Recal
ctures that ever e

the Quarter.
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tyle, on the other hand, adorns
one in every four Quarter build-
and Louisiana’s place in it, is written

ole versus

reole and

that Creole
initously, while
ff more gradu-
le to Greek Re-

s shift of cultural
le to ele-
isitor a% 828:
t

Spanish Colonial
argian, and American
/ extant structures are

Below St. Louis
Greek Revival

the ratio reverses: Creole style -
o 2-to-1 ratio (656 styct

==
&g

Creo
oy
ey

Bulld
in the

designed primarily
style, per street

.-| \

L .
Size of pie chart indicates total number of extant Greek Revival and Creole buildings on

Buildings

each street. Analysis and map by R. Campanella
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5 Decatur: at
, atright is a Roman
90s. Photograph by

Contrastmg ninet
left is a circa-1830s
Revival-style f.
author, 2002.

ry style
style stor:
ing from

Urban Geographies

observation that “[t]he conflicted process by which Creoles
assimilated American nce became architecturally mani-

fest in the large nu of Creole townhouses built in the

French Quarter d the 1830s.”8

The geogra Creoles and Americans is also writ-
ten in brick. ibed in the chapter New Or-
leans: The phy of a Controversial E ” Creole
culture in a m times was by no 1ctly limited
to the confines of the French Quarter, nglo Ameri-
cans resj ilswely above Canal Str egend has it. In
fact, bg 5 etiinic groups (plus many could be found

thro the Quarter, with Cre edomlnat in the

1 and Anglos in the p cks, clo anal

he pattern was observ numb ni- feenth-
travelers to the city, ap® \ng them aw Ol-

, who in 1854 descrik

a cab ride
s Avenue to

blinds. In
are still pre

er suburbs, fr es, with Spanish roofs,

The s chang ed not as a drastic, su
switch but adual | transformation. The
ho

Carré Survey refers to those structures (usually town

e and Greek Revival attributes as
lot separately the aver, of
d Greek Revival struct e see

detall.
e Creole

g bot

»

es) ex

“tr ans

Cr ransitio

' e ric shlft 0
[O) t ansition eared almost exactly whe
was at its peak (late 1830s). Afterwards,

erican 1t
mentw permanently toward t

s it did, t colonial-inspired Creo s declined and

ﬂ and other new Am rlcm

alcolm Heard’s
ield, The Americans As They Ar ed in a Tour Through the
ississippi (London, 1828), 154, 1 this quotation, “Spanish” prob-

cond-generation Creole. The

Orleans society in eve

ericans, and

es caught on.
em to corroborate ar

d “frame houses, with Spanish cly describes Creole cottages.

‘ what I am calling Spanish Colo .
@ “clegant forms” of “three stories’smmbatiy means American-style towb
o - |

around 1829; a
Iding built in 1883.

Creole-style structure in a row of
right is a Victorian Italianate comn rci
Note the simple, clean lines of r, indigenous style
compared to the fancy traits of th e nineteenth-century
imported style. Photograph by author, 2002.

S

popularity

rtheast in the 1810s, peake
ined steadily over the ne to forty
cent of the extant struct the French

it Greek Revival as their pri chitectural
by author, 2003. b

s Hotel. In the lower , Olmsted witnessed

uccoed walls; high

and entresols, and

signs, ten to one of
till within the Quarter,
glish, and the new brick
dings American.” Upomp rossing Canal and heading up
t. Charles Avenue, he s

igns, the latter predomi

ench, Spanish, and English
799 Architectural styles to this
day bear out this historicai pattern: while Creole (which Ol-
msted would call “Freach”) and Greek Revival (“American”

styles may be foun on practically any selected block,
aphical Patterns of Greek Revival and
les in the French Quarter shows that

the map entitled
Creole Architect,
s Heard, French
 Frederick Law

and Slavery in the
1:291-92.

N

anual, 41.
The Cotton Kingdom: A Traveler’s Observations on Cotton
ican Slave States, 2 vols. (New York and London, 1861),
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Almosc 81 s townhot =s I .e the streets of the Quartel pw inly a few bear wooden’ “whle galleries. T2 Gic k Revival examples on
Che. es Street, bu''t'.. _dly in 1846 according to de.. s by J.N.B. de Pouilly, form 2 it scene ' ve u,pical of the Lower Garder ’

D, */ic’ than the F' ach Quarter. Photograph by a@w 2002.

This townhouse at 1025 St. Louis Stree

i
Ly

S
—
A7

< ne of the ..

examples of the Greek Revival sty’" ipnthe Quarter. Built in
1840-1842 for two free men of ¢ for, u ' 7,600-square-foot
mansion’s Greek key doorway, si. wha' ' squared openings,
heavy lintels, attic windows, and dentiis are classic traits of this

antebellum style. Photo by author, 2002.

while the reverse is true in <7 “French” blocks belowsar
street.. ¥ LLouis Street/ s's, hificant because, in 182¢ yrhe
famous U rcCle aristaerat (rnard Marigny identifief’ it as'a
de fat o ¢ viding [ ne I ‘ween American and Crags, 1niter-
ests.*"“Cioken dow che block-by-block level 'tie trend
is,even more dramatic. In the heavily Americanizea blocks
el v en Ibervi. ad Bienville streets, whichameall Manhat-
canfor Boston| s so than the lower Quarts \Grcek Revival
of ildings op number Creoles by an elevenga-cuie ratio. But
irom St. Aan o Gov. Nicholls Street, an' ‘rea hat resembles
a southe /& Jopean or Caribbean village, Creole structures
outnumbeitGreek Revivals by more (han a two-and-a-half-
todp’ raco. This architectural geog Why, though subtle
and_novverwhelming numericall®, 75 4 direct descendent of
thetl hic geographies of nipgteei Wlentury New Orleans,
wiic.:the city underwent its he'cd %y and sometimes painful
tia sition to an American fusl

JTRENDS THROUGZ3ViODERN TIMES
Architectural styles| son inue to reflect New Orleans
history when we extend the timeline out to 1750 to 2000
(see graph, Historicalglychitectural Eras Represented in Todays
French Quarter). A_stnl from this graph (because they are
absent from the ggreetscape) are most colonial-style buildings,
which spanned (0! the eighteenth century. We start to see
the previoush@@pscribed rise and fall of Creole styles in the
late eighteer| i alid early nineteenth centuries, followed by

© Tregle, “Cref .0 apd Americans,” 155.
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the peaking of American styles, namely Gre al, in the
1840s. Both Creole and Greek Revival fell al completely
out of fashion during the Civil War and uction y,
when new construction in the Fren came a

to a halt. The turn-of-the-century pr for
styles—Italianate, Victorian, Queen Edwa o-
Classical, and others—is capture a modest p, und
1900, which petered out by t ssion an War

I1. Finally, the “French Quarter al” style ated by
preservation laws to maintaip, French Quar@ography,
he 1960s.

eservationist

doption and aban-
eceeral trends. Note the
ialice style just before the

(see graph, Rise and Fa

1980s-2000. The few

years continue to

gradual intr
Civil War, a
rwards. An outgrowth
ent| \d a nineteenth-century

, the Italianate style w

Urban Geographies

of luxury” and “artistic values,”®" particularly in the urban
South. Fanciful Italia tures such as decorative parapets,
segmented arches, and cornices supported by paired
brackets were “ap ike an overlay to traditional building
types within th
Greek Revival ile maintaining the u

house/storehggse structural typology. Accor
rian Joan Gaell, “the Italianate styl

taste in domestic architecture in New O

effectively replacing the more staid

ing town-
art histo-
e dominant

ses, joined by

thousands others in adjacent neighbor n the Seventh,

Eighth, and Ninth wa
of Later ctural Style in the
tracks th and fall of some less

The graph Pop
¢ Joan G. Caldwell, “T Domestic
(Ph.D. dissertation, Ti iversity, 19
& Ibid., 1.

Americg by way of England in 1839-1841, aa-
increa@erican interest in the | etic

tectural Eras

French Quarter, by
kmrical
Re ted in Today’

O

K7

French Quart

Creole Style
rican Style =
Other Styles ¢ |
French Quarter Re tyle

o:ade of

Plotting struction dates of extant r struc s the rise and fall of Creole
styles, namely Greek Revival. Both Cre Greek ell out of fashion around
halted. The turn-of-the-century pr or exotic new styles—Victorian Italianat

others—is captured with a modest/ :al
mandated by preservation laws,
hotels and more stringent preservati
by author.

- — ! |
sgloszssazsaiEecsss
on of Extant Structures

ring the tourism-driven construction b

nd 1900, which petered out by the Depressi World War II. “French Quarter Revival,”
oversight led to a drop-off in new construm

N\
g

CAAN

followed by the peaking of American
il War, when new construction all but
n Anne, Edwardian, Neo-Classical, and

he 1960s and 1970s. Prohibition on new
t the end of the century. Craph and analysis

»

&

e in New Orleans 1850-1880” ‘
|
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100, | : - - —— : :
80— ‘ - 4 ’
Rise ani} °, of
. % - Two Ma'r
=4 =
S 970 Postr ~"w..n Stylas
25 |
@ “ 80 T S EemEm,
w
= £ | M Ite. " ite Styles
5 £ 50| [ Victorian Sty! s _I
—
o240 |
B
EQ
5 30
=
20
10|
0
00 10 g
1880 ) .
Decade of Cor it 1 -on of Extant Structures 1910 1920
The It i1 te style ¢ maout of the “Picturesque” movement, introduced to America fron' 52l nd around_ 247 "It arrived to the French
Quar. pi or to the © vir. ar and achieved modest pa .ty after the conflict, rep! sing .. antebellu. Gro Revival style. Victorian
sty!®zame into vosu. © century’s end, mostly adoi’ 7 shotgun houses built primari. wthe lower (ua' “r as working-class homes,
T i’ sf les are of* n described as Victorian Italianate. (/he term Victorian dene . era as well (= wtyle.) Graph and analysis k [
AU
L - -

sonion styled r¢p:isented in extant French Quarter struc-
tures. Note the:
e tuly -tiic-century preference for i Jppean styles
such 2s Rliaissance Revival, Queef z 0dle, Neo-Classi-
cal,f nd{ eaux Arts;

cary,wwentieth century populelic Wf Edwardian and

Spaii..n Revival (not to be copftii i with Spanish Colo-
styles;

urge in Commercial sgdfparound 1900, reflectiny
the conversion of some bl¢ ks 1 the upper Quarter and
French Market area from retail and profession to ingul
rrial and warehousing;
e post-Victorian eme_=/n¢ 2 of City Beautiful and Cfie
man-style bungalows:

e frequency of “ffCtonal” structures (sheds,/g  Myes,
etc.) built in th@¥psades prior to legal protection when
the Quarter wis [ 1 in-down neighborhood i \ae to de-
molition angd@nctional usage;

e rarity of I+ 1z ational or Modern styles ¢hi 1 ame in
vogue 4. Wehe preservation era and are gtyhut4Urbidde

in th€ " harter today.

Many " Jesentatives of these latef117afeenth alt ~ar

twentieth-century styles occur in the IC0FL, lakeside queii-

rant of the Quarter, for reasons th c a{~ Hlated to patterns of from Greek Reviva' (o Italianate. The heavy lintels above the
structure age (previous chapter) ai_gaf Cture typology (next side window Greek Revival traits, while the decorative
chapter). This area was historically more residential and less parapet ancisfeniented arches on the fagade are Italianate.

Photographshy «uthor, 2004.

This late-1850s { w o »use at 934 Royal illustrates the transition
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affluent than the Quarter’s central heart, andfw o Hore likely
to host cottages occupied by the working ‘cl . Cottages,
which did not efficiently utilize parcel spafc, sfire more lilm'y
to be razed in the postbellum era (gglikc ¥Wge townh e
and storehouses, which were often suc. Wided ird. woart-
ments). The demolished cottages wil yusually {C Tysea by
shotgun houses or bungalows, 4 o, with theirgglongated
shapes, made better use of pai :l dif ensions. | =fai je this
transformation occurred at a timc*..nien Victosnn-italianate
style was fashionable, we see ghis and other ¢& =a-1900 styles
predominating through the law s the Quartgs Bu! exceptions
are the rule, and, just as one r ny tind eigh/ :¢1ti-century and

twenty-one-century buildings practicalkgan®ine same block L i ]
Rel._ s institutions in the Q wster Cxhibit almcut/ xe wide

in this veritable outdo/ r/nfiseum ofg chi ecture, one may T 0 1 P G a T e, AT, it (00
y . L .

also encounter a $pnisi“Colonial garle iy a Spanish Re- | O Jrsuline Convent is Freng" Colonial, wi " thct. Louis
vival style, or a build= ™ the stylp ot aucient Greece near a “awmedral reflects Greek Paviva. nfluences. 1. 7, on the
. . . . t 1 1

bungalow fashidi ke those inal aliJrnia. ) urth. Rampart edge of th® uisc. t, is a rare ¢/... inle of Gothic

tyle in the Center for | ws t ' Lord Ch{ <1/ center), and

Spanish Revival style in St..""""«s” Metho<'ist Ciiurch at right.
| Photograph by Ronnie Cardwell with authi 1,2 D4.

Str' res

JAa

Numb! of

Populai "2 of Later Architel * z  Styles ’ qf

[4
ol
in th2y »>nch Quarter, by'— cade 3
Exc! av Creole, Greek Revival, and  “ r Earlier suy e

This graph tracks the rise and fall of less: non styles . : French Quarter. Note the"(zin-of-the-century preference for European
styles such as Renaissance Revival £ ‘u¢ 2 Anne, Neo-Classical, and Beaux Arts; the ec '* o entieth-century popularity of Edwardian
and Spanish Revival; the surge in [ Ymi.ie ial style around 1900 (reflecting new industrial’ und warehousing activities); and the rarity
of International or Modern styles, v.. ' ame in vogue after the preservation era an¢ a < i but forbidden in the Quarter today. Craph
and analysis by author.
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and of the sixteen types identified in this study (see pie chart

9

(19
A PHILOSOPHY OF SPAC )
Structure Types in the Quarter),* only four accounted
PATTERNS OF STRUCTURE Tw for 81 percent of 4 buildings in the Quarter: the
IN THE FRENCH QUARTE m townhouse (35 p , the mixed commercial/residential-

\ use storehouse ( nt), the cottage (15 percent), and the
Structural typology, more so #rchite e, shotgun (9 per
1

shapes the French Quarter’s bys
guishes it from the urban Ame %

nment tin- A town s a multi-story brick struc in a row,

rm. Tjp .1 Lype often with s alls, designed originall

e residential

is the underlying form, shape, ¢ ation, a ut of a occupancy of its affluent owners. Town in the French
building. While styles are informed by ever ng tastes Quarter, etsually mansions. A st ¢ is outwardly
€y, type re- simila rves a commercial purp he ground floor,

ans of its b [y and owners, and ord either residential mercial (including

y-determined ve) | se on the upper floors. B @tore—

7aly | privacy would ses in the Quarter were us ys on

ays, such that ; f two to three floors. i t ears be-

oms, while gregari- ~en townhouses and st
ous societies m ore incli embrace such an ar-

rangement. Individuass with ab t means, and a desire
to display i opt for a muse; those with limite

. and fro ed-use to

r some nes between

ese two types. But ther onfusing ti. I with cottages
and shotguns. Cottages are rectangula are residential
structures (unless the they often serve

means may choiga, b tle for a cottage or sh
gun. Style i e scen{ os if hot inconsequential, but i retail functions as ne-and-a-half sto-
secondary. ries plus an attic, el with the abutting

ture types

,like styles, sometimes resist easy catego-
pe and function for entigis
lurry, as is distinguishin y
¥; g

to the cottage gpe (as I hav

jor distinctions are th

flat roofs, balconies or
ings; cottages and sho
ick or wooden walls, o

OF m

ical Trends in Structure

portant ones,

Sources of the Shotgun House: A d Caribbean An-
cedents for erican Architecture” (Ph.D. dis Indiana University,

975), 16
e are “dressed” in the
even one rare Spanish
e grap
2 ‘1odays Fr
i y

Not all in the Quarter are Creole c
Gre ivai, Queen Anne, or Italianate styles
apartment houses — Primanly for
{built &8 such} "

epresented
arter, shows that cott townhouses,

ding boom

arter of the nineteenth . Townhouses

popular, but because these data represent ex-
s, this peak may reflect the greater likelihood

th tly’ and architecturally signi townhouses were
m y to survive to the pr y. Shotguns, on the
oand, were extremely s e early 1800s, though
tirely absent. Constru all types came to near-
%halt during the Civil , returned at minimal lev-
during federal occupati
Once the city got b its feet in the late 1870s and
1880s, a new built envir tarose in the French Quarter.

Gone, with few exceptions, was new townhouse construction:
the wealthy by this ¢ ad departed the no-longer-fashion-
able old city for u nd Esplanade Avenue, a trend that
had actually st efore the Civil War. Others had lost

“Structure type” refers to the . .
yp their fortunes t nflict. Storehouses also overtook town-

orientation, and layout of a buildi
types identified in this study, only ounted for over 80
percent of extant Quarter structures: nhouses, storehouses,
cottages, and shotgun houses. Craph and analysis by author.

ing form, shape,
sixteen structural

colonial cottage, tyle and era of construction.

% Based on an an, the Vieux Carré Survey. See the chapter, “An Architectural
Geography Wnch Quarter” for methodological details.

125

Q

&

near structures orient-
ibed in detail below.~
alling types: townhous
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310
300

ggg Historical Trend - "n Structure Type,

270 ..apresented in Tracy's French Quarter

250
240 — Townhouse!
ggg — Coftan :s
210 — Storeho. se5
200 4
1 Qﬂ Eh t’ U5
180
170
160
150
140
130
120

Number of Extant Structures

100

1R
1830
1840
1850
86
870
1880
89r
=00
1910
1920
1930

-— -

' Year of Construction of Extatn iructures

| Cottages, = ‘mhouses, and storehouses were ali' . pular during antebellum ti' tes. fter the’ _ivil ¥ 1, the French Quarter changad. INCw
townhouse cu. truction declined as the w' ar /' departed for uptown and Esp. " de Avent. Stor nouses overtook townhoug s/ i ther

L indicati( g th" t what was once a commerci._ 2" .dential neighborhood with both affluent and wo. king-class populations had trar. ¢ rmed
to a gric " rict for the working-clasc. < poor. Most significantly, shotzuns surged innopularity, at the expense of cottages, which had
dediil v steadily after their 1830s pe7 ar . never really returned. Graf b /i analysis = wthor.

e E LN UL REERER]

e - = —

This rare flat-roof Spanish colonial cottage at 707 Dumaine,
circa 1799, demons! ay sithat cultural tradition often trumps
environmental cons. 3'.on in housing: a flat roof works
Most of these houses, which exhibit Gre " P .vival or Cic. " styles better in arid Spaie’ than in humid New Orleans, yet colonists
draped on the cottage typology, datf rga the 1830s and 1840s. The nevertheless con @ ¢  this and other traditions in their new
500 block of Burgundy provides a' idC.|  rear-Quarter residential environs, adapting t' “m to local factors only afterwards. Until

streetscapes from the mid-ninetec. ' atury, prior to the boom around 1890,/. = ‘ar cottage stood to the left of this one; as
in shotgun house construction a hali-century later. Photograph by was often the' a =/ it was razed for a Victorian Italianate shotgun
author, 2004. double, visi**»here. Photograph by author, 2003.
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This handsome house a

ORIGINS OF THE SHOTGUN HOUSE

The shotgun ho the most ubiquitous traditional
vernacular house ty, e South and particularly in New

Orleans. Its simp istinctive appearance, conspicuous

name, and assocj with poverty make the shotgun a quint-
essential compo f the Southern landscam that out-
siders revel iff disgovering, for it seems to fu pectations
of rough-ed uthern authenticity. Fo olds that the
utterly non-eyshemistic name derives fro ability to fire

a shotg ugh the front door an e rear without
touchi all. Another story claims he house’s shape

reca ingle-barrel shotgun, a thus re ling a
do rrel shotgun. The , st in N eans,

&

t. Louis is e type adorned NARC
in the Queen Anne st pular in -of-the-century $ o have been applied r vely: obert
era, particularly u ..<reareo representatives 2 losi has found the ter un hou only af-
of the Queen Anne the Fren ter. Photograph by 10. a decad , laricy:
e 0 910, a decade or two e shotguns opularity;
lier references descri as box tenements,
houses, a rev end, further indicating r cottages.® The name one thi r: rooms in a
that what esidential neighborhoo shotgun house are adjgined consecu@rming a long,
with both a ss populations had tra narrow structure. Fo Mi lach defined the
formed to i i mercial/residential di typology of the shot ‘ de, one-story high
with only a wi ation. Note, however, t building with two ted perpendicularly
in stor e constpyction in the 1890s, possibly caused by to the road wit ; gable end,” but added
the bi industr i!dings and warchouses in that “other i ion, roofing, porches ~
the and rive cks in that decade. i decoration have been

ps the fascinating postbellum

Q in populagi ot the shotgun house, at t
d declined steadily in the Quarter after

ttage, w.
# 830s p never really came ba&hat explains
s swit irst, some background on t ous shotgun
Qouse.

These specta reek Revival-style town
t date from around 1850. Tow
omes for wealthy families, ar
structur in the French Quarter, re
prosperity. When the Quarter declined,
into cheap apartments. Today, afte
many old townhouses have been s
condominiums, though some still
These particular units have seen be
author, 2003.

built a;

es of gentrification,
again, this time as
ir antique interiors.
days. Photograph by

Its outstanding exterior char Yeristic is its elongated s
some in length-to ratios approaching ten-
i i 1s

oms.

Scholarly
Fred

ousin explored structure typ
delineat%ural regions.®® Debate h

geographers, architect

terest in the shotgun house dates froin geog-

n’s research in the 193 Louisiana

s a means
continued
storians, and
as to the shotgun’s origins, torm and func-
usion. New Orleans shd guns present a special

r nowhere else are they so on and so varied.

of hypotheses on the WF the shotgun house
n offered:

ive American Originheographer William B.

pmeyer saw parallels bﬁtbe shotgun house and the

ative Louisianian “palm se,” pointing out its rectan-
gular shape and “high gable roof...oriented with its

« As quoted by Judy Wal otgun Appreciation,” Zimes-Picayune, March 1,
2002, Living section, p. puter-based scarch of nearly one million pages
of books and journals fro 1900 revealed not a single use of the term “shot-
gun house” or its vari “Creole cottage,” on the other hand, yielded eight us-
ages, mostly by well- cal color” writers such as George Washington Cable
and Lafcadio Hearn. Seard “on Cornell University’s “Making of America” database
(http://cdl.library, u/moa/index.html) conducted on August 25, 2004.

& Vlach, “Sourcel f] otgun House,” 29.

@ Fred B. Khniffen, isiana House Types,” Annals of the Association of American

Geagraphers meer 1936): 186-91.
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greatest length perpendicular to the bayou, r road.”®
Knipmeyer traced a lineage from the struct rm of pre-

European Choctaw huts to indigenous to hous
wooden frame camps and eventuall otgun,

he viewed as a fairly late developme led b -
bering of the late 1800s.”° But ano cholar at
indigenous building types and es in Nor ica,
unlike those of other continen d “totall quate
for even the lowest levels of E an requi ts,” and
were largely ignored by colonigers beyond th@udimen-
tary settlements.”! g

Haitian/African Origi John Mic ach also dis-
agreed with the Native ican hyp in his 1975 dis-

sertation on shotg

hteenth-century en-
aint-Domingue, who

had been re

peri-coastal a
known at t

d by slavers he coastal and foreste

the west d central African regio
gable-roofe
regions of modern sub-Saharan Africa, specifically those

the Yc ; inked them to similar str res in
able characteristics suc an-
taposition, and ceiling heig ough

er, “Settlement Succession in Eastern French Louisiana”
na State University, 1956), 75.

r’s dissertation primarily addres

ement succession,

, “Creole Architecture 1718-1

Rise and Fall of a
The Past as Prelude: New Orlea. 1968, ed. Hodding
s, 1968), 72.

Mississippi River region, particularly in
populations. These shotguns “on th
in Vicksburg, Mississippi, illustrat
closely associated with Southern
pierced columns,” an architectural tr.
Photograph by author, 2003.

house type is still
ote the “Vicksburg
ique to this river city.

Qe as G ncaq’hd Angola. Vlach describ
sing stG. enous to the western ¢

Urban Geographies

required to convert the Yoruba hut into a morphologically
ift of doorway.... [TThe Haitian

a product of a continuing process

guns to their possible African ante-

cedents more s connecting either to N leans, but
his general e is that the exodus of s to New
Orleans aft insurrection of 1791- rought this

vernacular house type to the banks of t r Mississippi.

“Haitia es had only to continue isiana the same
life th aa known in St. Domingm‘ shotgun house
of P rince became, quite di the shot: house
of rleans.”” The Vieux Car ey, whi ates
c shot-

truction dates of 1810 t for th
e houses, seems to sup i

pproximated
ca-1810 shot-
oldest according
1840. Other early
e residential blocks

shotgun-like “long " appeare
of the Quarter, ing to
in the 1830s, o six,
is favored by e strand of indirect su
come*he distrib f shotgun houses throus o
Louisialia, ) map ographer Fred Kaniffe e

l93ﬂffen sk wed@hat this house type was lly
foun g the

siana as well as the Red, Ouachita, and Mississipp:iverine

n the n part of the state.”” These areas tended
,and re ore Francophone in thej re, higher
rt

their pro s of people of African a eole ances-
ieri | Beyond state

ounda@tguns are found throughoti'ie riverine areas
of the lo ississippi Valley, spatiglly correlated with an-
ntation regions and wi s that, historically
p ions.”® If in fact the
mhrough New Orleans
e North American dis-

But there are economic

for New Orleans shotg

s and bayous of southe oui-

their historical develop

. and ol

te
an tly, host large black
diffused from Africa, to

the Mississippi Valley,

N

tion we would expect
lables at play here as wg' \ and they may trump cultural

actors in explaining the s istribution of the shotgun.
p g g

7 Vlach, “Sources of the Shotgun
7 Ibid., 80-155; quote from 189.
7 Some architectural histor}
1840. But a simple shotg
L. Boqueta de Woiseri’s 1
tation of Marigny, sug,
late colonial era. A d:
Avenue.

7 Kniffen, “Loui se Types,” 191-92. See Vlach’s response on 38-41 of
Vlach’s dissertati
¢ Among cities, Lo le, Kentucky, has been described as second only to New

Oileans in iPmr of shotguns.

. 80-155; quotes from 154-55.

estion whether any true shotgun house predates
ucture appears in the lower right corner of John
ting, A View of New Orleans Taken from the Plan-
at this basic form was not unknown to the city in the
is painting appears in the chapter on Elysian Fields

Q

Archives documents,
to the survey, still ex—~
ery early shotguns, t
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Independent Invention Based on P, Con-
straints — Others speculate that while the sl gun resem-
bles house types of other cultures, its m@tion in
Orleans and the South is related togshe ly beca

ease of construction and conservatio urcesN g
materials, labor, space) made it equ active N -

eas. One may reason that, giv, ild climat Ider
need not rely on the wisdom ors to dw rudi-
mentary edifice that accommo a narro ct-side or
bayou-side lot while minimizing materials a r. A shot-
gun, according to this the imply a lggst-cost solution
that any rational indivi ould inv, dependently,
given certain limited resqurces. (Only, -to is simpler,

and, alas, there are so in the Quarter

with “leaning” ro i ry point to the Spirit House” sculpture .e in the
traditionally nar, ng parc ew Orleans blocks eole-associated Sevent shotgun
and the slender ots follo terways in Louisiana U duse as an African co to Ameri way of the

aribbean and New Orl lying but pay homage

arly Louisiana
author, 2003.

as other caus‘ive agents for c% ion of elongated struc-

ed a Times-Pica-

ent way to house a
0-by-120-foot lots,”

es in the 1860s and

{ R . . .
| y as o Maison Portative de la
C

any truly invented th
local traditional form™ i’ the key

stion. Others have suggested that shotguns were mnvented

king-class rear Quarter po/ ess, . numerous “long onse to real estate tax code whi ged taxa-

- ses the early nineteenth ceptu. Only a handful still ge rather than total are ouch no one
@ ossibly representing th%on’s oldest surviving . . . .

zedents to the shotgun house. e above, built in 1823 ¢ to identity the exact code) ¢ invention

ge, is located at 1024 not explain why the sh is not always

Gov. Nicholls Street. Note the f covered with flat tiles,
masonry construction, and staid exterior of banded stugco
other is the so-called Baker Cottage at 819 Burgundy (yelic
to date to around 1810

narrow lots or frontage-based taxes exist, yet
n these conditions do /5t exist, such as along
en roadsides of the Miss i Delta plantation
r the woodlands of the nas. Nor does it ex-
on until many years

dditionally, it could be

ments utilize space more

st _acture below), once t
more likely 1840. Both

have since been beauti
2004.

e delineation of narro
d that common-wall r
an blocks, yet we rarely see
ese structures in New . Could cultural factors out-
weigh local invention i development of the shotgun?

>ctively than shotguns

Jay Dearborn Edwards points out, “anthropologists have long
realized that indepe invention is rare in human cultural
development. Peo far better at borrowing the ideas of

whole cloth.””

7 Judy Walker, “S
tion, p. 1.
7 Vlach, “Sources o Shotgun House,” 60-63.

7 Jay Dearb rds, “The Origins of Creole Architecture,” Winterthur Portfo-

N

their neighbors w ey are at inventing their own out of

preciation,” Times-Picayune, March 1, 2002, Living sec-

Philadelphia’s “trinity”
ort for the inventio
& Company, a New

ed in 1856 that develow



130 ¢
Some scholars note the presence of li se types
with interconnecting rooms in eighteenth-c{ iry France,

e othe

raising the possibility of a European lin
gest that this vernacular house type

evidence shows that, in the Qi
gun indeed filled the niche le
turn-of-the-century rental-h Orleans’

working-class and poor nei were also

ble, or “apron”
ace; with hall-

lio: A Journal ofAmer
 Ellen Weiss, Clty and

Louisiana Buildi 20 1940, eds ]e551e
Rouge and Lond 281 82; an
1880: Diverse Tast gothic, an

1940, eds. ]ess d Ba
1997), 178. N 1ted res hers
and did not offe as hypoth

and Barbara SoRelle Bacot (Baton
aldwell, “Urban Growth, 1815
ate,” in Louisiana Buildings 17
e Bacot (Baton Rouge and Londo
tioned these characteristics in
origin of the shotgun.

Urban Geographies

ways for privacy; with grand Greek Revival and Neo-Classical

porticos; with elabor: ictorian gingerbread; and, finally,

as “bungalows,” arg the final variation of the shotgun.®!
Their relative nu
area was develo

French Quarte
developed bygite fime shotguns came into fa;
on the othe , developed precisely d

c

turn-of-the-century heyday, and its housi ck is nearly 50

percent &.82 Though some pred Civil War by a
numb rs, and others postdate

stiotguns comprise only 9 percent of
ures, because the distri

‘War I, most local
e 1890s,
decora

re built within a decad en they

jig-

sourc oberts

ed to standardized desig

tlng the

eans shot-

ful pastel-colored fa

house masked the f: the family

d.

ercent of the housing
o er 3 percent. As quoted
, March 1, 2002, Living

When structural types are mappe’ at
zone of cottages and shotguns in t
the upper Quarter. These patterns re
Quarter. Maps and analysis by author.

uilding level (above), and aggregated
nd lower Quarter; townhouses clustered i
centuries of history and help drive moder

et level (right), three patterns emerge: a
strlct's heart; and storehouses prevailing in
ommercial and residential use of the French

t"’
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Shotguns were replaced citywide by the nia bun- decline rendered obsolete the servants’ quarters that were tra-
galow in the 1920s and 1930s and, after Wo ar 11, by ditionally appended rear of city structures. We see far

the ranch house, as the “default” house@for new fewer of these slant
struction in the city. For years, archigstu storians @

their eyes at the run-of-the-mill 189 orian &7 Mgnace vant became les raable. Many antebellum cottages had
shotgun houses lining street after st fter str id such quarters r dependencies (such ischens and
not protest their demolition, ey, ¢ French ricr, as outhouses) them, overlooking a co that oc-
late as the 1960s. In recent dec Or- cupied the he parcel. With such e quarters no

leanians have come to appreciate@ ion and longer necessary, the logical adjustment be to fill the

dependencies built after the war,

because slaves ha reed and the luxury of a live-in ser-

exuberant embellishments ofjthe classic shogr 1n, “nd today ire rempngular lot with rentable s | space, rather
they are a cherished part of nd a favor- than s anaering it on obsolete deMes and vacant
ite target for historical res on Resource 5. Technology by this ti wed kitchens and,
Center of New Orleans e onth (March) tol +ts, to come inside the w again l@ less
to the shotgun, durin ion workshops, Meed fofinte space.
art displays, lectu ena ‘s mit” are held . ehad a n intro-

he many wvay. in which New Or-

to survey and e lier, but ned fairly

leanians treasur i« oddly si dly named abodes.® fect sol a more ef-
Throughout ghe rural South, s remain a symbol of cel space; emolition of
poverty and %ﬂy cheris%ose who reside in the a typical cottage availed space for two singles or one
When lined g bargly paviUstreets on the wrong sid his the cost iency of mecha-
of towns lignalds ille; t. Francisville, Natchez, i t rn-of-the-century
Vicksburg, tiicy form bo resque vistas of Southe shotguns, versus t er, indivi d construction of a

and poignant remingders of a troubled past. traditional cotta: the logi itching from cottages
[ ex he rise of shotguns in ost- to shotguns see pelling. hypothesis is correct,~

pense of cottages? On he- then the cott tgun shi e late nineteenth-centu
onomic French may repre structural response to

| L= !
Size of pie chan indicates total number of ‘on both sides of each street. Empty pie charts
‘along streal represented other structural types (institulions, hotets, markets, elc ). Analysis and map

K

¢
¢
&
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132 Urban Geographies
momentous historical and economic transf (1 .. Jons occa- lower, lakeside (northern) section of the Quarter was, from
sioned by the Civil War. the mid-eighteenth tq@id-twentieth centuries, the working-

class section of the g yhborhood, hence the relative scarcity
(GGEOGRAPHICAL PATTERNS C of townhouses and{ yundance of humbler abodes. Addition-
STRUCTURAL TYPE ally, this was, andgimmains, the more residential section of the

1 e oreilenes district, thus th{ are” onderance of residential@mastures over
The spatial distributions for_all s.en structt. Jgypes ’ ‘

. . , , commercial gges, (shotguns are all but incifip tible with
are shown at the building leve’ in"t_ ) accompaf’, ig map,

and for the four most common a=s t the streew =1 (Geo- commercial { se)’ That cottages and shog both prevail
graphical Patterns of Four Common Structuf " Types in the

French Quarter). We see that {}yttages and shé_as both pre-

in the same area lends some credence to" phypothesis sug-
gested almpe. “T'he pattern seems to corfl Weate the Plan and
Progragy for vhe Preservation of the Viea) (arré’s observation

dominate in the lower, lake®¥s Juadrant & B Quarter. Of . ]
that shetotns “replaced numerous @ Jer cottages, mostly in

the 565 cottages (of all sga'pe Hnd shotgu'is (i'icluding bun-

. . the :ing  areas of the Quarter an< &' crowde/ ¢ 7 nar-
galows) in the French Qamrer, almost 96 Mycent occur north Q

. . ra™ lots with narrow walkways ither sidef*34
of a diagonal line dra & 2  ross the £_ps.cr, from the Ca- ys 2

nal/Rampart interSC ¥pn to the foof W sprinade. Shotguns

in particular are/ Ll y scarce =h of this line. Reasons + eau of Governmental Researc!t Nrleans, Plan and ™ Wgram for the Preser-

for this preponderah relate to & deomics and land use: the < on of the Vieux Carré: Historic I trict D onstration St{ ly/ N s Orleans, 1968),

M. cal Structure Typologla
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- w Decatur Street - 2 '
- . g ; Y
4, . .
” Historical structur O] 1
. + All other buildin \ A
P 60-80 pedeslria&wr
@ . 20-30 pedestrifiipininute
\ : 0-4 pedestria te
&
As this/ w7 yindicates, most pedestrian traffic ... the Quartgnflows, |a dogleg-shaped patter' 1; or upper Bourbon, Royal, Chartres, and
Decatur s... 5, through Jackson Square,/ v a¢ French/ ' keu nd back. The reason is simp_ *- s is where tourist-friendly restaurants,
galleries, bars, hotels, and shops predom " *< But why aic " 'y here? One reason is thesor<entration of storehouses in this area (red
points), a historical structural type® gyathat today best accommodates tourism-relate’ © us nesses. Townhouses, cottages, and even
shotgun houses are also used for ¢/ nnir; al purposes, but none are as suited for commerc/ as storehouses. The circumstances that led
to their construction in this area ii. 2. shteenth and nineteenth centuries thus he!, 7 the French Quarter experience of millions

of tourists in the twentieth and twenty-rirst centuries. Pedestrian survey conducted .y hor on February 3, 2002 (Super Bow! Sunday
afternoon) by counting pedestrians for fifteen seconds at every corner (one minute assinersection). Analysis and map by author.
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A Philosophy of Space’: Patterns of Structuee in the French Quarter 133

The “townhouse zone” is situated in th heart of of tourists spend most of their time here simply because this
the Quarter, where mansions were built in larg Faumbers in is where the structur needed to serve them is found in
the antebellum era for wealthy familie townh the largest concentr;

@ A street-level or the French Quarter bestows many

and storehouses are more likely than gehe ctural ty
dominate entire streets, because, as r ings, N e rare and strikin s to the observant pedestrian: buildings
often constructed in multiple units. % older than enti rican cities; architectu es drawn
The upper and riverside ¢ the Quar eled from the worlgyoyer; ironwork exhibiting th hammer-
centuri d the blows of eigq-century artisans. But ightiest fac-
n

the Qu nd con- tor in formi
e

“storchouse zone” in the map,

lion’s share of commercial activity § ese streetscapes—struct ologies—can

tinue to do so today. Most gourists experi French be miss e pedestrian level, as fo missed for the

Quarter by strolling the u of, on, Royal, trees. Qeciate fully the panoply cm;sembled here,

@i‘on Square, ercn from a nearby high-ri commended. In the

y this dog- con{ slex Jangular, jagged, mul ifamglisteni cape

urls below, cottages Ng]e wilt.to ouses,

#ins iterate parallel lincs%\ ouses / *with in-

sove nment Sons loom

cupolas @Aate the sky-
America

legged swath? Because (a¥ i where s old storehouses t
have enabled the e 1 ine estaurants, and
clubs to sell the yisi caws experience.” True,
many residentia ouses an/ cGoages have been con-
verted to tougist shops, and ma nesses simply followed

the tourists,

ial buildings, oversizs

» ically, and church steg

than vice ut, in general, millio







SIGNATURE OF THE CITY
PATTERNS OF IRON-LACE G£2ZIERIES
AND BALCONIES IN THE FaEl Zd
QUARTER

Few images evoke New Orlf 75" hthe mentald@e ot the
world like the city’s iron-lace go wries :nd balcot _ount-
less iconic references to the city—photograf@nin generic

“American the Beautiful” calefdars, destinati
the seedi

adsin airport

waiting rooms, casino moti5 octions of Las

Vegas—depict the frilly sgrridof iron lac ¢ o vding narrow

French Quarter streets. Zalevision com@mecials wield wide-

angle shots of iron lace] ‘gfaf ociate thd yar duct with a New

Orleans they inva Whly portray asg®aunk;’ yet authentic.

Movies pan dows hey railing yto set the location and
wmers’ exfl stations are fulfilled when

1

mood of a scene. I«
they see for themselves that themlassic iron-lace streetscapes,
complete witt, was spilling f{ 511 anging gardens and aloo
eccentrics legme in Fregl daGiways, do indeed exist, afic

in great nui_hes .

The rilly designs of cast-iron/ an. jes form internationally

recognized iconic imagery for Orleans in general, and

, ‘he French Quarter in particular. This specimen adorns the oft-|
_ atographed Labranche He::se on the corner of Royal and 5.

| P. er. Photograph by authd, 1 0(3. |

While architecturf:
with New Orleans in giigfil and the French Quart/: i ar-

nwork is intimately assoctac

ticular, the iconic if5; e of the calendar photograp ™ was

a late addition to h yereet scene. Ironwork “Wiight” by,
hand may be trfv 1back to the earliest days £ fps colony,
attributed o bl yfurtisans and French and s - influ-

ences. Wrougi.' en, containing about 0.047° 3 percent car
bon, forfier la “malleable substance whic wafly be shapca
g, stretching, or rolling”$%

by hamu: to “geomet( <

curvilinear designs,”® producing a strot ¥\ arable, retad Wty

flexible finished product with a d& Zipf¥iwely austere texture.

% Ann M. Masson and Lydia H. Schmalz, ¢
Orleans, 1995), 5.

s Ibid., 5, and Marcus Christian, Negro lronworkers of Louisiana, 1718-1900 (Gret-
na, LA, 1972), 3.

Iroi nd the Crescent City (New

It was costly in terms of labor and material, and therefore did

sape. Elegant but simple wrought-
ao half the width of the banquette
(sidewalk) and sufl prted not by columns but cantilevers,

not dominate the stre
iron balconies, spay

were traditional ggSoanish colonial-era structures, and may
be seen today ol \eig iteen of the twenty-five g#lighy structures
that remain. Aglother two Spanish colonial bii ss, the Ca-
bildo (1799} \nd ’resbytere (1791-1813),

wrought-iron railings. Even as these survit

' their simple
specimens were
being ingmllea two hundred years ago, 4% Wgraft was about to
be rengs «ed vbsolete by the Industrial ©ig * 2nd the economies
of magmorcduction.

“as) (ron, a technology deyelo, Wi ver centyluc, id re-
fifed 10 the early 1800s, was firse aroduced fpNeviDrleans
Uy 4 Leeds Iron Foundry ip 1825.% Cadgiror bntained

a1 ten to 150 times mogamacbo. than wroug,. Iron, mak-

n it brittle, weaker, rof ther,| hd more fr¢af to rust, but
acey, detaileci T olds. The end

result: a fancier (though not necessari’ S Jerior) product,

also conducive to pouring

available faster and chc mer. Soon, baic “es with a mix of
wrought- and cast-irt_iaitings werd 12 W fronting the hun-
dreds of townhous{. ™0 arose in the. ©,30s, a “transitional”
decade in New @ ‘ans ironwol < "¢ hwell as in society and
in architectural £ o ® Wrote M. " s Christian, “the Victo-
arnate; the ...

rian taste for . asing demand created b

the sugar/ -on, and busir’ i ealth; and the advent of { ¢
foundry systemiCoupled wic Whe heavy influx of white izan-
workel \ghat made chefy Synwork possible accounte | 0!
the chdiigc fom wrough o cast-iron ornamentaty 0 .t
overgluaic New Of “ans¢ter the 1830s.”® Reflectipe tiidin-

creasc. ' -mand fC_sad Oy casting, nationwide if n'p oduc-

vdtlasson and Schmalz, Cast Iron and the Crescent City, 3.

SO ¢ pter, “A D of Fashions:” Patterns of ArchitecturasSsvle” for details on
e 0 asitional eral the; $30s.

Christian, Negra/r kers of Louisiana, 31.

This Dumaine stree_ =: 2 presents three ways in which New
Orleanians have ‘tuftered the private space of the house with

the public spac 1e street: with a narrow balcony (early
nineteenth century  foreground); with a spacious wooden
gallery under’ . wrsized roof (center, late eighteenth century),
and with a t. ¢ >- tory cast-iron gallery as wide as the sidewalk
(mid-ninetanati century). Photograph by author, 2004.
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tion rose from about 20,000 tons in 1820, £» /1, %000 tons
in 1840, to 1,000,000 tons by 1855.”°

Multi-story cast iron galleries, suppg’ te ddwith columms
and covering the entire banquette, gartcc 8" appear i /¢
wealthier blocks of the French Quartepai: ¥aubourgpaurid
1850. “One who has not seen New 2 years
1852, “couldgget 1ail to

be impressed with the extent ari_\imp/ tance of { =iin prove-

leans since
ago,” wrote the Daily Picayune in

ments during that time,”' among ..Ci the neygaenchant for
ornamental iron. Unlike balcgnies, which wg = dcligned for
little more than a perch andhrewh of fresh gés tiicse new gal-
leries were spacious, shaded | "attorms hal’ vy Setween pub-
lic and private space, the perrect re-artigalaticn of a porch or
front yard in an urban fn; 11 nment tg col gested for either.
Conceptually, gallghies Wil nothingnew < Frouisiana build-
ings: in functiontht Were typic | t¢ eighteenth-century
French Creole aic wscture, thoyt h < earlier versions dif-
fered greatly jn form (usually a wrap“round front porch uni-
fied under a* " =le roof) and/ n 1 Sterial (exclusively wood
with colonnadsas 1or supmgrts «i balustrades for railingd

Madame Jd n’s) egacy £ 632 jumaine Street is the last @

» J.B. Wickersham, Victorian Ironwork: A Catalogue (Philadelphia, PA, 1977), 4
o' Daily Pigyuxe, July 7, 1852, “City Intelligence” column (article cited by Masson
and Schy ald

New Q' 2/ Jis the only American city where 1 __.-lace gallerias |
dominate " ‘»nsive streetscapes and /(. ) the ch te
of entire neighborhoods. Why? Perhaps' "> ity had jusc
right mix of population density, 4= nate, cultural heritage,
wealth, port accessibility, and [ jpripi te housing stock,
plus a “golden age” that coincide. wit'" the age of cast-iron
ornamentation. This “galleryscape” on Koyal Street is among
the most spectacular. Photograph by author, 2004.

Urban Geographies

example of an original French Creole gallery in the French
Quarter. One wondey@¥the circa-1850 popularity of iron-
lace galleries may ba ‘mked to the cultural predilection for
semi-private outdd] pspace among eighteenth-century New
Orleanians, whigiihaa been forced into the patio (literally)
by Spanish buil ing todes and urban densififfitian, only to
return years Jg¥er, when technology (iron caifng offered a
new and aff¢ dal ¢ way.

Many sources credit the Baroness Mic' g, Almonester de
Pontalbgmad tier twin rows of elegant sments and stores
(18494 251 bordering Jackson Squai®, [ o/ introducing full-
blowagironi-lace galleries to the cigg® Wery unit of both the
Bar aest buildings is lined with (3l twidth cfacp d ve-
rgdan—"“probably the earliest 1. Mye city”*~fgnd & Fiqually

1 ¢ third-floor balcony wis | graceful gpt-1rc: Vinitialed
sterns, not to mention wigtow rilles and sta:y iron col-
rins. Such a notable re’ dent’ nd such gt sofbitious, cen-
trally located project may' W 'nave popuiciiced large iron-
lace galleries among wealthy peers.” Mz vaii Pontalba’s effort
was joined by that of “jother promitic )y New Orleanian,
businessman and phi ‘iiropist Jutic & Touro. Just beyond
the French Quartl "2

iron with his six+"., (£ Touro Rol,

aro helpea ([ ypularize ornamental

851) on the 300 block
=0 Row” occupying the
entire Canal 5¢ s block bet! ciRoyal and Bourbon (buils
vetween 1852 . 1856). While the St. Char' s
row had (and sc il retains) «
the Td = Row on Canf:
level coverd Diron-lace gal sy spanning the entire blg’ <. 711-

of St. Charles a1 " +¢ elve-unit

in increm
»cy canopied balcony of jzan,
yet boasted a magnificent wo

otherf ov. »f busin’ ss by'dings at Carondelet and Coniizon,
built “FH.C. Ca wpad {in 1851, had similar if g w k. A
Daily Picayune column on July 7, 1852, praised theicreas-
f1gf dpularity” Fshese features on the new building stock of
tnefSooming { v:

Each nonth witnesses the commencement.ar cciapletion
of some ne' pme family residences or stord  ai. ‘every new
buildif_ “wt has been lately erected, shows Ar property
hold| 5/ .r¢ not unmindful of ornament.... One of the most
admiral“innovations upon the old syl em of building tall,
st 1., pructures for business purposel; whe plan which we
«._Nad to see is generally coming in , o1 erecting galleries
Ind verandahs of ornamental iron Y b’ ..{ [Instances include]
thi hew row of houses erectedfnn St arles street for Judah

~aro, and several others of a sim wle on Carondelet street,
in the vicinity of Common.”

Two wealthy, distinguif® sd citizens thus seemed to play
important roles in transfosming the New Orleans streetscape
in the late antebellum ye s, I' 7 erecting massive iron galleries
at two prominent locations at roughly the same time. Oth-
ers copied them, andgsity streets changed forever. Architect
Malcolm Heard of|[ b/ € uarter wrote, after Pontalba’s instal-

» Masson and Schmal £ 'szi yon and the Crescent Ciry, 17.

» One observer was not pa’ cularly impressed with the new feature, stating that the
upper Pontalba by sompleted by November 1850, presented “a much more
striking and mas_ ¢ ip] carance” before “the heavy roofed balconies were erected.”
“Pontalba Buildings,aily Picayune, November 2, 1850.

% Daily Picayd *C. ulv 7, 1852, “City Intelligence” column.
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lation of ornamental iron in 1850, “buildingm replaced how does this compare with the previously cited historical

their wooden and wrought-iron railings wit cast iron, evidence? And why d w Orleans and not other Ameri-
frequently enlarging their balconies into w.\pporte can cities exhibit thi guishing characteristic?

leries extending the full width of thegide The tra To address th stions, photographs of every build-
mation of Quarter streets with filigr, e de r ing in the circa Vieux Carré Survey were reviewed,
1850 must have been dramatic.”” ictions o\ et verified, and up n the streets during lat to quan-
scenes from before the 1850s g mostly “tal g’ tify levels of ish-lace adornment. Each stru as ranked
building fagades with little mo e occasi cony. on an ordin to-four scale, where “07 " Wisated no iron

But those dating from the late 18

ing sketches made by correspondents duri ivil War windowgmille;2” implied simple, cantd balconies; “3”

and occupation” and the 1 s of Theo- meant/ sabi¢ galleries or multi-level ies; and “4” was

dore Lilienthal, are reple edged iron- full-blown, highly or ulti-level,_iron-lace
lace galleries portrayed in the photographs gall(ies! ' The results were ma or every@g in
and postcards. (uarter, according to the ibiin the

For all their f: intrigui ‘ons about New . /1, “An Architectural G*&g y of Quar-
Orleans’ iron-la remain ered. Where is or- 0 accentuate the undgg'ping | atterns, t ding-level
namental iron ted with rench Quarter, and a were interpolated i tinuous and color-
why there? edifices erected, and oded from yellow (little 0 green, to (classic iron-

Sace streetscapes), which appears in the panying map.
er wal\_ Architectural Guide to New Orle

% Daily Picayu 1852, “@ence” column. » I did not distinguish betwe ought and cast’ o “ .ost wrought-iron balconies
7 For example, s fred R. Wai sketch, “The Excitement in N fell in the “2” category), eliminate rece: nstalled galleries, from the

leans—View on St. Charles Street,” Harper’s Weekly (August 18, 1866): 516. tabulation. Wooden balggmins and galleries uded altogether.
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Iron-lace galleries and balconies e concentrated in the Quarter’s geogra eart, an area that also hosts the greatest
concentration of antebellum townho . In its core are the Pontalba Buildings of ) Square, where the circa-1850 fashion is said

to have originated. Map and analysis by author.
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m found at
varying levels on almost every block of the Quarter.
But the distribution is not random: it @o be co

trated in the district’s geographical hgart se dozen

blocks layered two deep around Ja&]uare -
ters out toward the edges of the Qg Amo st
magnificent iron-lace streetscap, al from I to
Gov. Nicholls, St. Peter and St m Roy catur,
and the blocks around the Cha umainggiatersection.
This pattern seems to correlate spatially t

that the Pontalba galleries i

located in the crux of this

Buildings probably expl
the cluster? In other w@'

Pontalbas” and a ashion heca f spatial prox-

i been so ent of neighborly

e than iny e blocks, where mis-

matched gallgries may pe seen ent separate buildings.

More likely, Nern simp ts economic geography;
this central rmedghie

thy residential blocks
the French@er, wh' e scC s of magnificent reside
townhouses arose durin 830s through 1850s. I@
iterated inyterms of structural age, style, and type,
previous three chapter the
in the Vieux Carré Su#his
ad substantial or full-blo eries,

s at all.

wners may have been impressed with

138

The map shows that ornamental iron

e nypothesis

imity? There m
competition, if

ad no iron galleries or b
fashion statement, saw! ts aesthetic and
ad the financial where
r by adding them to e

to copy it,

ted in 1851, the Daily
ic lady, Madam Pontal

e members, however ri

ded “that spirited

at menting, “seldom

0
S

our community, tax
tunes to such a degree

us Esplanade Avenue, ilw;arden District, and in
noncontiguous wealth in the 1850s indicate th

trend diffused hierarc wherever affluent New,

ans resided, rather ntagiously outward fr

n concentrations in th
ant of the Quarter can b
per capita income of t

of origin. The spa
side (northern)
the historically
produced

er housing stock (cott

houses) as not conducive to such a ent an

The d iron in the upper Qua

by economic geography: this was the

also e
omme

of the district, where storehouses mercial structures

outnumber domestic buildings. (" llerie and balconies being

primarily for the leisurely use of and not the storage

 “The Place D’Armes,” Daily Delta, January 3, 1851, p. 2 (emphasis added).

¢...place of their natiyy
ced, it is worth notin \plainin

ity, and when such generosity
ncouragement to other wealthy individuals”” Encou
were: the appearanc iron-lace galleries on pros

Urban Geographies

or sale of merchandise, we would expect to see less of them

in commercial areas. Vieux Carré Survey data support

this premise: of the orehouses counted, 53 percent had
no iron galleries conies at all; 26 percent had simple
balconies, and ercent had full, multi-story, ornate
iron galleries.

rré Survey data also she on when

, though they fall shor

. Since ornamental iron

swering the
en added to
s—a trend that conti this day—the

extant be

constr@iate (which is recorded survey) is often

not thehes! guide to the gallery da ch is not recorded.)

Thd avel lge construction date of tmructure o or

lit'e tron lace was computed&i, refletyi

-the-century shotgun es and ot
itable for such adornns for all ot

2/ e the mean construct of the h

853 (“27), 1855 (“37), 4 555 (“47)

erally substantiate the historical evid

origin to this feature, ai-,concur with M.

Lydia H. Schmalz’s

workers and iron

from the ISSOS.m

This leaves

many

uildings

a

els of iron

ctures were

figures gen-
a circa-1850s
Masson’s and
ornamental iron-

of pro

ss, whos ations often dated

ost intriguing ques-

ries: why here? Why i
ican cities in its associat@
i not the only city with i
lace gk d river cities that expericac ®
ninetee ntury ¢ booms expressed thei
throxcunboy oxamental iron, sometimes ed
exact e a Ne ns-style gallery. Exam@ be
found in Charleston, Savannah, Mobile, Baton Rot. ¢, Nat-
Vicks t. Louis, Natchitoches,
me a fe ew Orleans is the on
ere iron& eries fill streetscapes, d

stas, and a the character of entire

Galveston,

pothesis views

a challenge. The popul

galleries

url nment in a hot, humi y climate. Indeed,
galle e not usually seen in rum/ns in frigid climates,

b we do not see galler-

airy, spacious response {9 a dense and crowded

hypothesis fails to explai
e ughout all crowded ci arm climates. Cultural
Ns may be at work as we aps those semitropical or

ical cities imbued wit

e more likely to exhibit it. (The semi-public domes-
ic space afforded by ga@is more in line with southern
ivacy than with those of northern An-

resence of skilled African, Spanish,

men enabled the tradition to take
ay be involved: iron may have been

ench and Spanish influences

European notions of pr
glo-Saxons.) Perhaps
French, and Creol

root. Economic

t
s—port cities, for example—and the
ad to be sufficiently large and moneyed
of iron-lace developed. The cities’ build-

lz, Cast Iron and the Crescent City, 45-50.
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Talconies span balf tie width of the banquette | ider alk) and are usually supporteu Uy cantileve. arlier examples in the French

Q2w ter incorp or i, wrought iron and tend to be s...iple and strong. Galleri¢' cover the entire /” nuette, are supported by cast! ro.
‘umns and lac¢ « nd form semi-enclosed, semi-private space. They became p.  'ar around 18 9 p :rmanently transforming th
Orleans city me. In these photographs, balg aies appear in the foreground, 224 gaileries ingthe 1 .. Photographs by author, 20 .
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140 Q
ing stock would have to harbor a certain str typology,
namely brick townhouses, to host the features.[ Trobably the

durability and permanence of the materiﬂ: atmos
where wood is often quickly destroyed, .h ething
with it.”!" Finally, cities would have maniNl

(
C €

relevant variables precisely at the ti

cheap, available, and in nation o beco
this regard. Perhaps New Orl@just the
density, climate, cultural heritage,“vcalth, po ibili

and housing stock, plus a “galden age” tha@ded with

an age of cast-iron orname e splendid

Stl‘CCtSC&pCS. The questio

That iron-lace galler asthc
of New Orleans, thenQﬂerive fror -
abundance. It ma e ve. diwide mytholo-

' Nathaniel Cortlan, lew Orleans. uses, Shops, and Public Build-
ings (Philadelphia and Lon ), 144. ee plenty of wooden balconies

in steamy San ]u%Rico. m

Urban Geographies

gization of New Orleans, to foster a nostalgic and romantic

ambience for the sale ducts and experiences, for which
pictographic refere

There are probabl ilwaukee-style restaurants in Japan

or Atlanta—themq'n s in Las Vegas, hence no need to lift
h

ron lace offer convenient imagery.

attributes from ities to “brand” the off:
and, is used incessantl

leans, on the
to commer ducts and services, fro

alcohol to mic to gambling, not to me

itself. A istinguishing aspect of
cultur@rovides an opportune s
ers cagmece the city’s mystique wit

=ti¢ appeal of the swirlini ﬁ:m‘

2 aptation to restaurant menu

ix cartons, CD labels, tﬁon stu i
e “A Night i ) s” theme s, cinches

ba woul | at how far
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ELysIAN FIELDS AVENUE m

BAROMETER OF URBAN GRwH

A map of greater New Orleans s cresce a
inner city embedded in a larger spreas cagle-sha -
olis. Street networks therein vapg©e i

diating lattices to seemingly ha @
densely between and beyond th:

arc of the Lake Pontchartrain shore. Rare ar

connect river and lake with aingle, straight s rarer still
are north-south-oriented ¢t hfare:hly one ave-
s

nue in all of New Orlean cts the ppi River and
Lake Pontchartrain wi gle, straj orth-south line:
Elysian Fields Avenue.

The corridor with t ing name deserves

special attentio

the history, geogra-
ture of New Orleans,

phy, urban developmicat, and a
because it t

Wrative sto
in all four realins.
only steps ﬂh
and deepes ,
the river’s natural levee, u

in its entirety until a cen
ated the tive swamps lying behip
r& e feature to do so in the
t

ies of the critically imp/rtai) Bayou
e Gentilly Ridge, scored t

in shore, and terminate®! at the brackish
at communicates with If of Mexi-

e age, a steady
ited the city by

b the New and Old

ut the city’s experience

parts of the original ci
iver at its most promi
lantation of one of its

ebellum era to the aut

ail o and passengers entered
0 ian Fields Avenue. Along

Only o Orleans thoroughfare conne
River e Pontchartrain with a single,
Fields Av eserves special attention

in the history, geography, urban develo 4 :
of New Orleans, because it tells i stories in all four
realms. This satellite perspective e avenue from its
riverside “foot” (foreground) to it t “head,” five miles
north. At lower left is the French Quarter; at lower right is the
Faubourg Marigny. /konos image processing by author.
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Basin canals and the Mississippi River, it formed a principal
ingress and egress to ractically founded on the notion
exhibits the full range of Crescent
nd types, from Creole, Greek Re-
panish Revival, California, and Mod-

, cottages, and shotgun
ranch housesgiind office parks. And it is th

of most of the Seventh

of expedient passa
City architectural

vival, and Victori

ern; from town

the street n

ighth wards,
dictating the orientation of the urban gr by countless
residen otorists into the twen entury.

t 1¢w mansions and canopi aks, no clanging

nd not a single Mardi parade; St_ Charles
1s the lock on those worlmus sym sian
only claim to fame is itsNin Ten e llliams’
tcar Named Desire and %e] Perc oviegoer,

icar_mplicatio as a real

centuries of
rban growth, Elysian Fic enue sta e.

ORriGINS OF ELys IELDS Avb

DuBreuIL’s CAN

Elysian Fields
century, but its a

the early nineteenth
tes back to the French

is a produc
ent traje
tly 1740s,

colonial era. . In mmons immediately,

an angled line betwe

present-d planade Avenue downri

to Franklin ue, came he possession of the wi
and imal coloni ractor Claude Joseph
Dubreuit. > Va builder, euil required a steady s
ber, fi
e 1753,

power a moulin a planches (sawmill) by diverting wa'lr from

her construction materi

bric
time ted his slaves to excava al to

er dur stages through a waterwheel about two
ough the

ter of h%ge—shaped plantation, po at a sharp
nd in th uch that its velocity and' lov Hirection were
ully ex 9 With that project, Dubrciii (builder of the
Chartres Street) un-

192 Dubreuil’s canal pa

Old Ursul ¥ Convent still standing

wim ablished the trajectory ure Elysian Fields
Aven d much of the urbani igned to it over the
n centuries. This came to ecause the canal was

ined in the landscape, ¢
es Delachaise in 1758,

he property was sold to
hed upon by the belated
ns in 1760, sold again to Ma-
, to Gilbert Antoine de St.
ur in 1789, and finally traded
ny in 1798 for a plantation in

axent in 1776, to Lau
to Pierre Philippe de

12 Friends of the Cabildo,
4, The Creole Faubourgs, 4
0 According to Gwendol

rleans Architecture, 8 vols. (Gretna, LA, 1974), vol.

o Hall, Dubreuil owed some of his success to his
“African slaves’ techn knowledge—how to dam and control the waters of
the rivers and bayou w to work metal. If so, the engineering of the canal
and the construction or t!° sawmill, which turned out to be so influential in the
design layout of s street systems, may be partially accredited to Dubreuil’s
African slaves. Gi Midlo Hall, Africans in Colonial Louisiana: The Develop-
ment of Afro-Creole re in the Eighteenth Century (Baton Rouge and London,

1992), 137. w
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able wate
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nd sloops,
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This detail from queta d 1scri’s A View of New Orlea from the Plantation of< =i 1803) sh Marigny
(formerly Dubr nal and sa the lower city. Two year he canal was incorpo the desi e Faubourg
Marigny as the sub on’s mai e (Elysian Fields), establishi rajectory that would in e layout of eastern
New Orlea tructure at lower right. C Library of Congress.

tice the shot
present—day'xtte.104 In ear, the Spanish coloni population growth in
surveyor C rudea 0 the Marigny plantation.i subdivide his conve
his Plano nudad Orleans, complete wit@ velopment, for whi
fifty-year-old canal jutting out from the bend in the ri de Finiels in 180
Labelﬂe Can. olino de Don Pedro de Mariony, the historian Samu
ditch addled

ino de tablas (board mil gh the [streets] i area. The old sawmil
Wl@sed the dve
Ahe ral levee&
I&ny clan later augment the canal a semi- given e name Champsgiisées (Elysian Fields) or Pro
sufficiently wide and dggp for the mule- Publiq%nspired b rand Parisian avenue of t
timber-bearing rafts (a n schooners nam erhapgf’ the nythological reference to
intersection of Marninne ian Fields “a beautiful

‘massive walls, with trees and lawn

inced Marigny to
1on for urban de-
engineer Nicholas
ording to architectural

st during high water).

and present-day Decatu d shrubbery, and a wind

masonry...used as su o the sluice gates igh swan were to float gracefully.”'” Finiel’s design

or t admitted the waters o iver.”'% The canal we Faub arigny, driven by the ry of the
f the early Faubourg Mas ony neighborhood scene: rigny Ca then passed to Barthél@on to sur-

e banks near Washington Sqere, young Creole boy ﬂand lay eets, in 1806-1807. Th ourg Marigny

would hunt for large bullfrogs | ouararons."”’ Marigny§~soon dey, as a working-class residenburb of New
Orleans to a large population of mostly “Europeans of

La

ery Thing Prospers”), pai in 1803 on the eve of ential Creole and immig

bourg. Thus Finiel’s

nal and sawmill provided an 1Gcii symbol of bucolic indu
or John L. Boqueta de Woiseri’s A View of New O in tion and of Creoles, whigg \nd black,”''’ and clas-
QT n from the Plantation rigny (“Under My Win sic ineteenth-century New s architecture—the
qui

Americanization. Lu illed at this site, and bri
here, remain in the s Z.1d attics of some old Fre

the Faubourg Marig rmed Dubreuil’s circa-

s sawmill canal into Ely: ds Avenue and moored

ter structures, pos luding the Old Ursuli o re was no reason whatso-

ajectory as a straight li
r to incorporate a bend) the river to the backswamp.

y pure happenstance, i ded perfectly northward and

The el ny died in 1800 and p pointed toward a section Lake Pontchartrain shore that
tion to year-old son, Bernard lay closest to the Mississippi. The advantages of the trajectory
Marig andeville. After the Louisi did not go unnotic@

i Friends of the Cabildo, New Orleans Architecture, 4

15 Charles Trudeau, Plan of the City of New O, ljacent Plantations, Com-

piled in Accordance with and Ordinance of the inistry and Royal Charter,

December 24, 1798 (s.1., 1798). s Friends of the lew Orleans Architecture, 4:8.

w Henry C. Castellanos, New Orleans As It sodes of Louisiana Life (New ' Meigs O. Fros e Stories Behind New Orleans Street Names,” 77mes-Pica-
Orleans, 1895), 154-55, 332. yune-New Orleans ‘Magazine, August 30, 1936, p. 5.

1w Ibid., 155. o Castellano rleans As It Was, 155.

Q
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river water, down the ba e of canal det the new streets, the ca
low-lying cypriera behelos The itself becom e principal street to which wa



Elysian Fields Avenue: Barometer of Urban @/J

THE PONTCHARTRAIN RAILR

With the Marigny Canal running t its neutral

from the river to a backswamp stre
present-day Florida Avenue and confiec
John. Beyond that juncture lay the &
lowlands, and the wild, uninha re o

train. But across the lake and e o Bilox@e, and
Pensacola lay lucrative trade opportunities fo Orleans.

The city demanded lumber, i, bricks, fire
other raw materials supplie e towns
of the lake, and its citizen d transp

cities of the Gulf Coast

ame, and

orth shore

n to the sister

ese coastal ations had great

difficulty in reaching t e distant mouth
of the Mississippi clying in he shorter and
safer route thro igolets, ake Pontchartrain,
into Bayou St. nd up t atondelet Canal to the

rear of the o

ity. Though thi

gable water
did not des
channel of nnect
When His Highness Dukc“Ccrnhard of Saxe-Weimar-

ach arrj t the f Bayou St. John (Spanish Fort) in
1826, rty opt alk to New Orleans, a
nas mpy aregy.. L udy [and] hung full wit erri-
bl -moss,” than pay the exorbitant llar toll
® 4 oat thro e bayou and the Caron anal.'!

and the twisting, shalldy
u slowed vessels to a ¢

ative was the Marigny Canal, which was

q only othe

y occasi ble and not really,
rpose.#e, though near the city,
Qc;r in 1835, Swas inaccessible. Vessels |

ight arrive at the ter
the city, but the broad
he far-off towers of the (¥i

igned for that
ved one visi-
ith their valu-
of the lake with-
tending between
-for mart, might as
r any means of com-

m tion it could afford.”''? o this the growth of by
ity and the usual challenges o ping on the Mississippi

been the cloud-capped

a
" Qection from the city to
But what, and wh¢, Id span the swamps? T

pletion of the Erie Ca ew York in 1825 spu
excavation nation ut news of early railrofdi
cesses in England cotland, carried by the

intrigued New s businessmen more. “ in the
upper faub ary] wanted a new, dee
lake, whil s of the lower faubourg Og

a railro eplace the [Carondelet Can d
int for either canal or d wo

the ter

1 Duke of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach Bernhard, [ e is Highness Duke Bernhard
of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach Through North Ame ’ ears 1825 and 1826, trans.
William Jeronimus, ed. C.J. Jeronimus (Lanhani; and Oxford, 2001), 338.

2 Joseph Holt Ingraham, The South-West by a Yankee, 2 vols. (New York, 1835),

1:172.

o as sand bars, cross currents, and decrepit wharves¢
iness opportunity em: a better transportation gan-
t e.

< Library of Congress; Ikon

on of an 1815 map by ci
ity and Suburbs of Ney« O
shows the developmen

eyor ). Tanesse, Plan
, with a 2002 satellite
aubourg Marigny (1805)
aund the Elysian Fields Aven . Notice the maintenance
e ancient, curving Bay orridor (upper left of each

0
age) in the modern-day %cape. Historic map courtesy
ite image courtesy CBR; GIS

processing by author.

the faubourg promoting
the summer of 1828
met in Hewlett’s C

. 1 . ,,1 13 I
particular improvement.”'" In
roup of lower-faubourg businessmen

ouse to discuss the construction of

a new river-lake rai , and appointed a committee for the

preliminary en g and cost estimation.''* Among the

attendees was

ce W. Hoffman, originally from Balti-

15 Merl Elwyn
1850” (Ph.D. disse
14 New Orle

N

isiana’s Transportation Revolution: The Railroads, 1830-
n, Louisiana State University, 1957), 106-09.
‘er, July 17, 1828, p. 1, and July 31, 1828, p. 3.
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more and an enthusiastic protégé of the Bal nd Ohio
Railroad. Hoffman trekked across the swa the lake,
map in hand, scouting the terrain for th oute an

challenges that lay ahead. After the med the
Orleans Railroad Company in Augu&, Hoff\ -
eled to the Northeast to research th&e of th in tail-
roading, even purchasing materj tupade i

in New Orleans.

The breakthrough came in
granted the men’s request for
train Railroad Company, capi
stipulated that the compa
right-of-way for the trac
attain necessary land,
twenty-five years,
warehouses at L
tive committee

direct line exgending from the

(a point as “Pontc
the three-a f-mil ar Canal, and continui
straight n other [ ne-ai !-a-half miles to Lake

asons we old: this route minimiz
lake (4.96 miles of track were needea),
ich

tchartrain."
distanc

ississippi River. Th

e
m that the railroad woul
‘ . that remained to m

lenty of room for

anent the river-to-

-to-north rectitude of hamps Elysées was the

a uisition and actual co

The route spanned five pl ns. Most owners, sens-

ompany. The Marigny mroved to be the most ¢
sive purchase ($25,00

ause of its length and crit
to the project. The o ldout was the Darcan e,

idge at the present-d ec-
d and Elysian Fields. T pany

y for this land, preferrin to litiga-
use of the upland’s soil nd its
e Darcantel plantation provi

situated on the G
tion of Gentilly B

tion, but
timber for

useful as se and waystation for emplo he Sco
philan Alexander Milne owned nd at the

front end of e route, and, sensing a readilyﬁ
right-of-way and profited hands en he subdivided

the adjacent area for the future ity of Milneburg,

5 Reed, “Louisiana’s Transportation Revolution,” 110-16.

®

e large quantities of soi d for
gh the lowlands came & Gentil , the lake-
e, and from the roa excavat ultaneously.
to run tmriages upon

Elysian Fields Avenue e company allowed t
Junction”), parallelin he roadbed to tamp it down,
surpassed the high-wat{); mark on ne

Z& mckholder

1on of the railroad. 'I m"&
the eventual spread of New Orleans into their lands, g
, even eagerly, sold ns of their properties to t

Urban Geographies

New Orleans’ first lakefront faubourg.''® Clearing of the path

commenced on Mar 1830, and by June 8, the com-

pany reported

that the u

ity[;] that the e ot the Route has been opened through
the Swamps t¢ @ ke. A considerable extent of disching has
been executed, .rious Buildings erected; Tha f the

Timber w: as been contracted for & is in co deliv-

ery[;] The the/ hole of the upper swamps fr lbow of
Marigny [present-day Elysian Fields ss at Florida
Avenue] t‘e high ground of Gentilly [Gent oulevard]

s d as is believed sufficiently h; he Road ap-

id and firm[;] That of the Road lower Swamp
igh ground of the Gentilly t

ing has progressed with great rapid-

ha
pe
fi e—the distance
h is about 2,500 yards,—80 ave been
per end, and 450 at the e% ake...
(o)} €

nkment

then ra higher undil it

ees. In this man-

ner, future Elysian F enue e rom the swamps.
As the bed w
1830, three one-

arrived from E

ing com in the autumn of

ed-ton shi ts of wrought iron rail
while r lumber for ties came
i of about 250 feet per

slowly on the station
ain”) extending into the |

ess had designated as

from Mexi
day. Mea
loading doc

from Milneburg, whic

ficial melivery a f
New ns.''®

Oacks cg ipleted by early spring and

, 1831, the horse-drawn P rtrain

on Saturday, April 0

ilsaad ma
g state

arture, on par with the

its inaugural run. Six stagecoach-like cars

| dignitaries, a band, a company

the most imposing manner, sound of
tors, who

musi a large concourse of admirin
line e of the road, and reached the lake by happy co-
inciden the moment the Mobile sted aboat arrived for the

i at Port Pontchartrain with il. The mail and
ers were immediately forwar: city in a car des-
ead of the road in

atciied for the purpose, and reac
qgn hour.?
!/ ith that river-to-lake bion, the Pontchartrain
€

became the first railroad w Appalachians and first
the nation to complete il system. Seventeen months
ter, it introduced stea otion to the city, “to the great

admiration and wonder ast concourse of our citizens,

who were assembled...to witness this novel and interesting

16 This suburb and the ramort Pontchartrain were located near the present-

day intersection of Le imon and Elysian Fields Avenue. The neighborhood
immediately east of section still bears the name Milneburg today. Ibid.,
113-19.

"7 Pontchartrain
tions, Tulane U

18 Reed, “New Orle:
" “Opening

Q

ompany, Minutes, vol. 1, June 8, 1830, Special Collec-

nd the Railroads,” 35.
ail Road,” Louisiana Advertiser, April 25, 1831, p. 2, col. 4.

&

®
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Elysian Fields Avenue: Barometer of Urban Qh

sight.”'?* Rickety and primitive as the line . Oakey
Hall called it in 1847 a “relic from the infantiie! ¥ys of the art

mousand

the ecoqr
railro\ e
renderiw te

an

of steam propulsion” and its locomotive

121 —it had a significant

quito power

ics and geography of the lower city. T

old sawmill out of business in 1832

the Marigny Canal, which was used for drgs d
filled in incrementally. It incre@y ten—fo@boat
traffic on lakes Pontchartrain a orgne, ¢ a busy
port where there was once ogly marsh gras initiating
the widespread constructio ised “ca d cottages

oad was one

isolated Third
g incorporate it
ion hub. If New
ompared to Ameri-
the Pacific, then the

of the valued assets of t
Municipality (later the
into the city’s criti
Orleans’ reach fo
ca’s “Manifest

Pontchartrai
of the first t
its time. Th. -

ailroaa may be

tinental r:

ile-lopartin
ne

technology: ing u nsion, and intense busi

competition—the ambi ew Basin Canal was al

under truction by 1832—to serve New Orleans for 1
its

years, tion’s lo ived railroad operating

origi arter. T ds of passengers arrivi ew
n the nif seenth century from lakesi oasta

(@) th th century from lakesid tal

'ﬁ rst set foamt ilneburg, then rode the
ad dow n Fields to the city proper, this route
#g the f: d most comfortable im&from points
t. visitors were president gnitaries, il-
strious
om th
o

s, pontificating about their
escriptions of the city:

g any described their tri
to Milneburg, then down Elys

lds Avenue on the Pon-
o artrain Railroad to the Faubourg Marigny, where,

/

®

of the day—and trave oirists, usually

heast or England, w he nation’s ma-

pen in hand, waxin ently about their

~—

nd leaving behind
they encountered. A

Q arles Hotel.

TaEe ErysianN s LANDSCAPE

IN THE NINE@TH CENTURY
One of the firs itors to describe the Po

Railroad and t ian Fields landscape w:

Ingraham, geou 33 or 1834. “Its adva New;

Orleans lable,” he wrote; the li “an avenu
of weal which “a great trade is car n with Mo-
bile an places along the Floriwﬁt...wi

™ Louisiana Advertiser, September 18, 1832, p,
2 A, Oakey Hall, The Manhattaner in New i ases of “Crescent City” Life
(New York, 1851), 113.

' Ingraham, The South-West by a Yankee, 1:17
1 One example was former Pres. James K. Polk. Daily Orleanian, March 19, 1849,
p- 2, col. 1.

>

rtrai

ed houses on either side. A the Leyé
e city and all dwellings behin car the N‘orne
mintersection], and were flyi g1 the fencel abit-

i as the local equivalent
thirty-eight years befor
e “Juld endure vast changes

Mobile on steamb0’~ 1ve struc

than not, a cabmaWId transport them to th*

? /

Champs Elysées; and every :
Holt minded us strongly of Pari g
centre of ropes passing a 055 e streets, as in France; women

145
and rapidity.”'*
passage to Milnebur.
(which, incidentall
an elongated stati

He paid six bits passage for the round-trip
oarded the eight-to-ten car train
already been segregated by race) at

e foot of Elysian Fields. With the
fiery leader moved forward, smoking

y and steadily at first— faster and
along the track with bre rapidity.”

clanging of a be
like a race-hors
faster, till w

(Locomotiv: on the Pontchartrain d would be
nicknamed “Smoky Mary” into the 19 graham then
took no e physical landscape, b ng the traditional
ninete ntury view of the natura as a threatening
and ing place:
he rail-road, commencing.at t , runs for
mile through the centre o% street, yhich lo -
left

s, rank,
twisting
e trunks of
e watch, we
ree minutes an If; and in less

1 , quite a village
t E. Lee and Leon
ire-ainted hotels, cafés,

s, burst at once upon

1ne folds a
some water-sna

and winding their long, serpe
the trees like huge, lo

than nineteen minu

[Milneburg, on Elysi

dwellings, stor

our view; lessened our speed,

er.... The pier [near

and firmly planked

Q.
ooners, which were taking m
uite a bustling, business-like
goed negroes, and gentleme
umbers farther out in the |
icate amusement of cray-fis
r was alive with bathers....'?

brushin Iders with French- a glish-
ing localg raising a ruckus at Milneburg’s smoked-filled

nd billi s, Ingraham reboarded turned to
city. Ala

ere be

®

ai is infant port.

ere fishing

a
otha=s weie engagedsn th

the righ® che

turn trip did not go so ly: some-

the Gentilly Ridge and t . the locomo-

ompletely severed a COWQ
e Englishman James Silk Buckingham arrived
from to Port Pontchartraiﬂ boarded the train
thﬁerfect swamp or morass impervious woods
andghiciiets on either side” for thm'\our journey to New

ltural landscape than

In1

ear . He was more attun
ysical one:
d the city was called Les

hat caught our attention re-

The avenue by which

lamps were hung from the

were seen walking unbo , with gay aprons and caps; the
names of all the streets and places we passed were French; the
car-drivers, porter: hackney-coachmen, spoke chiefly
French; the shops ateways, pavements, and passengers
moving in the stre seemed so perfectly Parisian, that if a
person could ported here suddenly, without knowing
the locality, i be difficult for him to persuade himself
i

that he was me city of France.!*

» Ingraham, 7/
= Ibid., 1:173-74.

12 .S, Bucki@ﬂ]e Slave States of America, 2 vols. (London and Paris, 1982),

N

est by a Yankee, 1:171-73.
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The English geologist Charles Lyell ar, y a Lake
Pontchartrain steamer during Mardi Gras 1 d traveled
the Pontchartrain Railroad bound for N eans an

St. Charles Hotel. The train

conveyed us in less than an hour\&at city, \
ing over swamps in which the tall cy&ung wit%
: S

ish moss, was flourishing, and be

and peach trees were in full bl
metto, and the leaves of a species

houses with port[e]-
lamps suspended from ro n either
side of the road, as in the deed have

ital. We
fancied that we were ap, ing Paris, bu negroes and
mulattos, and the lar: that the win-
dows required pr. i t. s a pleasure

to hear the Frenc

3 and 1854, a disori-
ould later gain world-

During his to
ented Freder;
wide fame i

Law

and whose firm woul
red a substantially m

nment along Elysian Fm

small buildings near the jetty, erected
thing-houses, bowling-alleys

design Au
developed

Avenue.

indications of a place of holi e-
e shore, I found a slumbering vi
ocomotive backed, screamin ly,

, past the restaurant...through the little

uses...and away into a densdigray cypress
or four rods [about sixty fe h side of
e

trees had all been felled and r eaving a

ip 0. swamp, covered with stumps continued,
of hree miles; then the groupd b dryer [Gen-
, there was an abrupt termi the gray wood;

irted still, and
e swamp-forest

was lifting...disclosing a flat ¢
ounded, in the backgroun
ds near present-day Interst intersection]. A few
houses, one story high, all havi ndahs before them,
e scattered thinly over it. '

At length, a broad road str y the side of the track
[established portion of Elysian Fields Avenue]; the houses be-
ame more frequent; soon ing a village street, with smoke
ascending from breakfast ;{ vindows and doors opening,

maids sweeping steps, b wagons passing, and broa
streets, little built upo ing off at right angles....
I asked the nam village [Faubourg Marigny] '

my geography was asfault’1 had expected to be landed at
Orleans by the bo ad not been informed of the ¢ iro
arrangement, an o idea in what part of Loui e
might be....
There

st n, “Café du Faubourg” and, y
head ou t dow, I saw that we must havi at
New Orlea reached the terminus, which ounded

[hac!

ey cabs waiting at the foot o

old stuccoed walls; high arched windows a ors, balconie

1:294-95.
17 Charles Lyell, A Second Visit to the United States of North America, 2 vols. (London,
England, 1849), 2:110-11.

Urban Geographies

and entresols, and French noises and French smells, French
signs, ten to one of Epalish....!?

road’s heyday lasted for over two
decades. By the | 0s, new railroads such as the New
Orleans, Mobil
directly with G

tchartrain, w,

hattanooga line connected the city

st cities and towns, rel the Pon-

epended on steamboat to a sec-
ondary stat
descend Elys ields Avenue from poi

i
the Pon &in Railroad served pri

Lake chartrain and to Milnebur

longer would preside dignitaries
rldwide; now
a way to get to
ch became more
alf-century after its

ofa nd less of a port. In 18

, the Pontchartrain Rai the

e & Nashville Railro rider-
mprised mostly local d lake-
oints, including tous using the

istakable cadence of]
s seeking the
the culturally
exotic and physically t:)catening env ent reported by

. oad goes direct@ lake in astraight

is the narr int between the lake
Third Presbyterian
n right) Shell Beach

e circa-1885 Elysian Fic
picturesque and the interesting—a far

his predecessors:

Leaving the
line, four miles
and river. Wal square,

oodchild

1862, an M
ilne

naphed after Alexander benevolent old Scotchman

T ¢ is compos ries of restaurants and bathi

houses: % the end of ¢ pier is a light house...."?

THQJTEC Axi1s w
nce the,Pontchartrain Railroad was successfully estab-

Avenue’s geometry was ained. By
Elysian Fields or Cha ées graced

-lake extent of the arter though the
actual ro ould not for some tinparles Zimpel’s
Topogra ap of New Orleans and Its Vicinity of that year
show

orridor bisected by the filroad tracks from the
way to a pitchfork-shap den pier over Lake
rain, with stations at t e major stops of the
Faubourg Marigny, ly Ridge (foreseen as
urb Darcantel at the ¢ d at Milneburg. Paral-
he Florida Walk was the

nts of Marigny’s old water-

ﬁ the tracks from the |
d Canal Marigny,” the
ay.'® It is clear from impel map that Elysian Fields

Avenue was not only th element of urbanization to ex-

tend to the lakefront, but also the antecedent axis to which
all future adjacent

1 Frederick Law Olm e Cotton Kingdom: A Travelers Observations on Cotton
and Slavery in the A lave States, 2 vols. (New York and London, 1861),
1:290-91.

2 James S. Zach:
are Zacharie’s.
1 Charles F Zim

Southeaster:

iyisions would align. Even as early as

Orleans Guide (New Orleans, 1885), 99, all directions

opographical Map of New Orleans and Its Vicinity, 1834,
tural Archive, Special Collections, Tulane University.

entilly Ridge (on left), a
Id fortifications erected in
is reached, a small village,
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147

inits/1g . and chai.

The foot of Elysian Fields Avc..ue appears in the lower half of '*'5 1920s photograph; the Pontcnartrain Railveaa _.ation is visible to the
right ofsthe smokestack. Oak-lined Esplanade Avenue (left) emanates from the same river/ o vertex as Elvi an ‘elds, but differs utterly

= Southeastern Architectural Awshive, Special Collections, Howa fi’ 5n Library,".

= University.

1834mwnvisioned fat.
sial Wiel Is—their® anners had no choice—thust”

“to Ely-
ither im-

gs were tentatively align

fating the avgge tito the future urban geoy an! 7 of the
“mckswamp. Z[ abe s map show ghostly outlines of projected
streets in thggewanipland properties of Milt =, Hopkins, Le-
beau, Hé
‘he antecgglent uxis.

Maitin, and others, all laid out ¢'hogonally to

Str rur ly, though, urban devfiporiiiiic proceeded very
sloviiymen Liysian Fields Avenue. “Mfi1y, ersons were led to
its readers in 1849,

d at either side to the
+ the Lake end more im

sullnse, “the Daily Orleanian remgnc
£ 93 0Ws of buildings would eX
Poii. Martrain terminus, and co

mediately with our Municipalic_ e Tow have [these expecta-
«nns| been realized? Any one desirous of informing higge
ot e fact has only to re W so the railroads and perceive

the snail-paced improven Wt/ n that quarter. Building'\ ¢

the open and airy road] gme ‘few and far between.”!>"
problem was the backifas'p. It was not until New/J & tas
lution of the 1890s and 290 that

these areas were cai aid for residential develof wsat, and

municipal drainagef:
not until a full & Hixy after the Daily Orleaniat gomments
that Elysian _Fic " <lvenue’s flanks were fully’ 'a:i¢ ved for
Today, all street networkag@funéed by St
Bernard /£ .v. \ue, Lake Pontchartrain, Pec¢ Jle’ Almonast.

Franklit:

ric homage t¢ Elysian Fields Avenue.!

residential 11V
aues, and the Mississippigiiver pay geg

1il swise, the o
names of the original Faubourg M@ ot subdivision may be

" Daily Orleanian, March 13, 1849, p. 2, col. 2.
' Among the few exceptions are four angular streets south of Gentilly Boulevard,
which may trace their origin to the French arpent surveying system.

found throug..
it the lakefron' .

the impal .0 rea, clear to the moderz
subdivisid

Elysian Ficids Avenue . psymbolizes the land-use gan-
flicts ¢ yarise when a p¢. ymmunity eager for invegs aerc
grows into city of hon ywners unwilling to toley te tiie
nuisa’ ces of indul ry. ¥hen the Pontchartrain Railroad re-
ceivec U charter ™ )0, the state and local ¢ w ' ment
bent over backwards to accommodate the investmet.s; grant-
‘14 permalfic Wysights to a wide swath of sgmi-rural land
tnal, within 4 ‘ev years, became envelopes by “residential
dfvelopmeni Tensions mounted between _resicints and the
.dilroad, especiily when brisk port buf nes turned lower
Elysian I'e & dnto a veritable freight yara“Ci noisy locomo-
tives swapj g out rolling stock. Thefconflict heightened in
thanll /0 when the city legally ch&iiged the right of the
railroac » the avenue’s neutral gif'c id, (which was air-tight
infieg{) terms). When the Syorei’ «Court inevitably ruled
in 10 railroad’s favor in 1874 "¥%yor Joseph Shakespeare
a. iy ordered its depot at th' S ¢ of Elysian Fields demol-
Wed. Lawsuits and complad s against the railroad’s nuisanc-
es—countless grade crossings, viockage of streets, smoke and
noise, unkempt neutral [ ou’ ds, even the parking of sleeper
cars in the middle of the avenue as “hotels” for visitors—per-
sisted until the line’s lasr days.

Protesting neig \bo1 played their part in the demise of
the PontchartrainyRairoad, but it was direct-line railroads,
automobiles, an’\4a: s that sealed its fate. In 1930, the Lou-
isville & Nashgille ‘Nailroad Company, which owned the line
since 1880 ¢ :¢ k-pt it running solely to maintain the com-

pany’s franghiscon the route, began divesting of the century-
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an Fields Large-format photographs captured by A.E. Stewart from

old line by releasing to the city control of t

neutral ground from North Rocheblave to e. “Aban- a low-flying aircraft i provide a detailed record of Ely-

donment of the railroad will remove th@narrier i
way of a proposed thoroughfare fromgehe issippi ri history.”*® The im

Lake Pontchartrain via Elysian Fiel % avenue emergin
rg by the intricate

sian Fields Avenue’ cape at this transitional time in its

w an industrial-looking foot of the
debris-strewn riverfront, surrounded

the Times-Picayune that year. Also i enth-century roofscape at is now
entertainment district, where g described by s historical name, Faubourg y, but at
came to play and where some jazz the time w ly the nameless worki s neighbor-
played for New Orleanians, clos hood below the French Quarter. Three tracks curve

t.134

wall and lakefront projec from N ers by the French Mar Elysian Fields,

years of service, “Smoky down the rcate into five tracks, so th freight rolling
Pontchartrain Railroad. 1935 from anaing uncoupled in the m the avenue. Close
Elysian Fields lakeside o al ground was of the courtyards an bms evinc%ﬂod-
landscaped, and its fla th the Gentilly- cityscape that, with the Nﬂ of thpautc Nobiles,
style cottages pop time. 949 and 1950, L { pass for a generation org vo earlier. n:.hgs from
an 1,100-foot, $ overpass was -onstructed over the neslines, chimneys and punct& rooftops,
Florida Avenue the bac edge only sixty to an occasional horse art can béed—this, in
seventy years earlie—making s and abut-

th Rocheblave

rtion of Elysian Fields 49. The streetscape re ined with

more like a % than a r al boulevard. It was no ted by nineteenth century structures u
until 1954, e finglgeg s of the four to five par
lel tracks w@noved m & brth Rocheblave to the ti
that the city 1iterests alo ian Fields Avenue finall At this point and later, at the Florida
out ovi railroad, This was achieved when the city gain Avenue Canal, tructures and open fields start

Q Florida e to the river, in exchan the to predominate. tly built isions appear sporadi-

il

Loui promoti Alboards positioned at k

ar from the scene.

Nash ilroad’s gaining access ute cally, comple

t, part of the Press Street s cor- intersecti ¢ the sub any American city in
. Thus ended Elysian F venue’s years after War II. cityscape takes on a sli
older ﬂsier appe t the angular Gentilly
Picayune, August 26, vard in ion, w Hebrew Rest Cemeter

sly. Fr northward, Elysian Fiel

conse
04 and 1

04, mediat are entirely drained an
Would Abandon Route to

“Pontchartrain Railroad Wi oned,” Times-Picayune,
930, p. 8, col. 3; Harry Heintz n Fields Avenue to Get

ing,” Times-Picayune, May 1, o raph Collec-
egard to Elysian Fields Avenue ( Orleans, 1909), 1-14. 7 oa

was once the mill’s canal, now Elysian
it was a busy transportation node from
e. Many prominent names of nineteenth-
est of the Appalachians and the first in the

The photograph at left was captured frc s sawmill, looking dow
Fields. The avenue’s foot is a bleak 7 but in the 1830s throug
which travelers boarded the Pontckt’ rtr: ailroad to catch steamboats to Mobile and el
century America passed through t The Pontchartrain (1831) was the first rai

nation to complete its rail system. ended service in 1932, it was the nation’s ailroad operating under its original charter.
The spur-line track bed at right is one of the last vestiges of the railroad system her: graphs by author, 2003.

Q
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half, it would be 100 percent incorporated /11> Jiban resi-
dential New Orleans.

The last photograph in the 1949 co’ ¢¢lidn barely ¢
tures old Milneburg, at the Robertgh. 0 ind New! /(ck
Street intersections. Founded in 183 14as" Wyt of th& pnge-
ments that created the Pontchartrail. Railroad ai. o oifi-
cial port of entry at the lake, D hurg (knowpgeelicqui-
ally as “Old Lake End”"?”) was{ ‘ew ( leans’ fir{ s'gi \ficant
urban foothold on the Lake Poriluartrain share, growing
quickly with the sudden sugcess of the rog . Like many
railroad towns, Milneburg striisures wereglusicred around
the tracks, which extended ¢ ¢ into the I4 ‘¢ u»on a wooden
pier. Platforms were constructed at a legal sich that freight
could be transferred befw/ ef vessel ang roll hg stock with no
hoisting, a railroadipe 1. 0vation atgthe . Perpendicular
to the tracks wag aro = 9f lakeshos “Ciinps,” connected by
boardwalks and"s: gd by live og s. i lost buildings of Mil-
neburg—"“thglargest and mostunig: e example of Louisiana
lake architect ® 2!%—were ral e’ 1 high piers and painte¢
white, givinggthe commagnity “quaint village-like atm
sphere. Buj ling ' along/ e tii ks served as restaurants,
tels, and saloouts; those arct e lake were often bathh{ /s
or fishezmen’s abodes, The social center of Milneburg was the
Washil <« o1 Hotel (1
passamy Milneburg © advort boomed until the nff 1-1850s,
wh oftl : New Qb -ans, Mobile and ChattanoesmKailroad

dhaw Dusiness avarzfrom the Lake Pontchartrail she e. Later

a stop-over point for trg@lers in

i, thic 1800s, it v as nome to an isolated but diverse popula-
tior. of (in 1220)“inder 300 people, about| wo-thirds white
ai.d one 0 1 brack, hailing from as far as Frote, Germany,
3razil, apd even Greenland, but more 1.6y born locally.
Yost w re 1 shermen; some were fgooc Liters, dairymen,
labdegs, Gi barkeepers; and a smalld i B of professionals

139

m@raincd the port facilities.'® Faclil'with obsolescence,

I il rg in the late nineteenth & yuiry—Ilike New Orleans
itsc.. pday—reinvented itself ag@urist destination, operap
ing as a lakeside resort in comp_yiti n with Spanish Fort and
Zest End. Famous names of early jazz played regularly gsa
ue @ venues. The end findcame in the 1930s, when tiic
demise of the Pontcharti i 1 ailroad, the rise of the { it
mobile, and the Lakef#ns land reclamation project Cic
the history of the cent'¥f;~¢id community. Some an/ -t & rm
ysite into the 1940s; the 1249 'oto-

graph described aboy aptures a small cluster off der-look-

buildings survived 2

ing buildings, by ey are outnumbered by né Sarous post-
World War II ¢

predominatc

ac s and ranch houses, the ke’ ‘¢ which
= today. The demolition gfm'd Niilnebus,
robbed ) '\ Drleans of an important comy_ynel ¢ of its stx

ture hist 3 early lakefront architecture

157 J. Curtis Waldo, [lustrated Visitors’ Guide to New € New Orleans, = ),
26.

1 August Perez and M.B. Young, Milneburgl npé 1 =d paper, 1955, School of
Architecture, Special Collections Vertical File, hlanef niversity.

» 1880 U.S. Census, Orleans Parish Populatiorr'c2icdules, Ward 7, Enumeration
District 55 and Ward 8, Enumeration District 60. The last pages of these enumera-
tion districts record Milneburg residents.
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ReaDING THE HisTORICAL
STREETSCAPE:
ErysiaN FIER S AVENUE IN THE
TweENTY-FIfC CENTURY
Elysian Field Jgfcver enjoyed the pulchiiuf hand fame

of New Orlef s &rand avenues, the likes of St./ " harles, Es-
planade, Nap ¥'gi'n, or Carrollton. It was o1 Jof a railroad
track—runnifgg grimy freight trains, not coe My streetcars—

and thal Z ey suppressed the exubefir = Bf both its built

envirof:’ Wt and its property values. 4 ¥preciating Elysian
Field mes in due time, after ifie nlore specymmlar ele-
met. ' the cityscape have beapabsiied for the  fcdzssible
¢ :mp. Reading its streetscape is, G best by yclc or foot,

A late-1870s lakefi'snn  <urvey is shown here overlaid on a

2004 satellite image " !~ ost all blocks depicted in yellow were
completely undeseloved at the time. The structures of the
lakefront resort of v Ineburg are visible at center, clustered
around the New 10/ . Street/Elysian Fields Avenue intersection,
afew hundre'., " ‘rom the Lake Pontchartrain shore. Robinson
Atlas map (ot te5y New Orleans Notarial Archives; satellite
image cous sy wigitalGlobe; image processing by author.
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as the avenue relinquishes neither its clues t st nor its aspirations that Bernard Marigny once had for Elysian Fields.
e few on the avenue that retains

present-day ambience to those who whiz b eding cars. The 800 block is on
its full suite of hist, rchitecture, including one of the
res of the area. The house at 820 Ely-
sian Fields is a sysiwor of Faubourg Marigny’s earliest days,
a circa-1820 b tween-post cottage wi steep hip
roof and the

century Cre

The following observations were made and wa

the full length of the avenue repeate most significant s

Recalling the pastoral splendor
Under My Wings Every Thing Prosp
Elysian Fields Avenue today i

, simple lines typical of e

role as a vertex in the lower-c hitecture. This patriarc

it a field of concrete and asphalt, has witnessed almost all of the avenue’s from the old

and high floodwalls and spripkled with the sawmill the Parisian landscap sed by antebel-
beer bottles. But a sense of ¢ interesti lum tr moirists; from Smoky d generations of
Dubreuil’s sawmill occupi Peters now ay-trippers to the lost ts of today._hunting
intersects Elysian Fields, ed directly up uking. w

the present-day grassy avenue. To the cading up the next fe to whs, wa the ru-
left is the outline ed into the as- (< e in the 1830s and theﬁl-of-to * 1890s,
phalt, a spur on ted to ¢ tracks on Elysian ent live oaks shade wagmoutVictorian n houses

wall is ag ‘trci early twentieth-cen-

Fields. Behind t
tury coach frgm the Gulf, Mobi hio Railroad, possibly
%tchartrai o evidence of the pas
senger statio ins, SO f its industrial neighb were removed. At the usy St. Clau tersection, amid
still stand, Qotabl ee twentieth-century Ro modern commercial res, is surprise: a Creole
esque brick ercCtrical faci the 400 block. It is notw storehouse with a t balcony"al " jack arches, painted

0 blocks ghat we start to see antebellum architec- bright pink (ho “Gene’s D

osing Greek Revival st uses only look good Orleans.
t intersection, one ador@h a style are unc this clo

endid as any in the Quart

ross the Reac ¢ North
quare, a leafy reminder grand blocks of mosti; late nine

rees growing in the net

younger, since it was not until 1954 t railroad tracks

a veteran of

intersection after ei
century back-of-town ha

r in 1952 and from space in 2002. The
front project extended the city into Lake
idential, and institutional use, at the cost of
onos data.

akeside Elysian Fields are seen here fro
northernmost third of each image upied by water until 1926-1934, when
Pontchartrain. The flood-protection pruject created new land for recreational, milit

Twentieth-century neighborhoods

e

”) in a way that could
ouses of this era and~
e former swamp edge.

old Milneburg and scores of lakeside fishing camps. Map by author based on USD,

Q
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overpass avails views of railroad tracks and a drainage canal:
this was the “Elbow o
mill canal of Marig
of Bayou St. John
street called Flog
Still the canal fl re, a descendent of the inal project
that created E'gsian Field Avenue. Still it sep ections of
New Orleanzation and wilderness » history and
. Coasting down the over into the former
ined in the 1900s, we twentieth-cen-
ape, with the oldest house ach block dating
of Jazz and the Depre ather than_the Age
and the Civil War. An these ar cep-

igny Canal,”*! where the old saw-
ubreuil connected with a branch
ntually flowed out to the lake. The

k, now Florida Avenue, parallels it.

acrial photographs captu 949 S}‘N locks

as grassy lots; full dev%nt carfn, in follow-
cecade.'®? As recently aaf¥a ar 11, ¢ -of-town
Btion of Elysian Fields lly, Nor r to Florida
venue) was the only po the ave per that was

significantly or predominantly black i idential popu-

lation. Most blocks rive side of this lo ing section were,
with some exception e, while northward toward

the lake were eit lly white ‘ol #iill vacant.'®® Today,

white transplant, some bla
Faubourg i d of the

A orth Rom section stands an ancient Am?rlcans g rematn ;
o ntchartr ilroad, its inscription “1 M? m the the inter . From Gentilly to the ]
i and covered with gangla ti. Itis resides a large population, including
i tern America’s first railroad.

uthor, 20
. the

togra,Dh CI'COI%ECS.
ht by an older corner , only to be
ncient-looking marble otruding from 141 Pon n Railroa , Minutes, vol. 1, June 8, 1830, ollec-
und. Etched deeply with oman numeral tions, Tulane University.

ewart, Set B1-B18, 1949 Elysian Fields Avenue Aerial Photograph Collection.

art on Survey of Metropolitan New Orleans Land Use, Real
sut maps fol-

is located exactly on from the foot of

’” e
Elysia

Railroad, perhaps one

ds. Amazingly, it is the ilepost of the Pon-

e set of five that Joseph
graham counted durin ssage here 170 year,
earlier. The elements have ru ay the full inscription,
‘1 Mile From the River,” and gaiigland graffiti now cove
rooked stone, but there.it stands, a remarkable rew
4@ Now it is its tombston
North” streets of Prieur.

son, Galvez, Miro, Tof ti Rocheblave—have an

town feel to them tgdav.“Seyond these blocks was de-

forested swamp u 893-1915 installation & rain-

age system. The geography is written into

geography: the ks host the last stretch

century arx along Elysian Fields, befg

ern infra urcintersects its path and co The overpass at Florida Avenue (called Marigny Avenue until

to that entieth-century boulevard. 1924) marks where rigny Canal once joined a tributary of

one comp t of that intersecting inf a/ 1 Bayou St. John and to Lake P‘ontchar.train. The trib}ltary

. diately by the 1.100-foot Elysi 0 formed the rear, of town until the circa-1900 drainage

fmme lately by the 1, 1U0- oo.t /¥ 4§ LIVerpass, project opened ackswamp for development. As a result,

in 1949 as part of the modernizai )n e street system and almost all nin -century structures on Elysian Fields are

elimination of unnecessary railro ings. Climbing the located rive this overpass, and almost all structures
— - ) N s lakeside of from the twentieth century. Photograph by

1 “Louisville & Nashville Employees Magazine, 1955, Louisiana Rail Site: Where

the East Meets the West, http://lrs.railspot.com/pontchartrain/p_tombstone.htm. iy 2@

Q

¢
¢
&

s predominate in the
while poorer African~
ormer back-of-town
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Beth Israel, and Jewish Burial Right cemeteries, all with east-

facing below-ground s, in the Judaic custom, situated

here to exploit the rained soils. Among the graveyards
is the Seventh Da

the street is the

entist “New Life” Church, and across
Martin Catholic High School, with
pearl-white stat he Virgin Mary and Je is micro-
cosm of NewgDrleans religious culture is ju d against
the fact tha this spot, in 1862, wa

tification to detend Confederate New
penetrat/ the Pontchartrain Rai ingress. No trace
of the #tion remains. wl

e architectural barome he housing_stock on

hat oldﬁ that
r hes of

ose fe

a small for-

from Union

ly Ridge is, expectedly,

Fields that rose ab
immediately adjace
structures still
such as these sho

Ahead,
Revival and

intersectio

ulevard intersection,
by author, 2003.

formed as

chartrain Railroad. It was that the
use and used it

Darcantel plantation

ersection of

isterous specta-
, but, peopled

in unpretentious

ip malls and jumbled bil

y local crowd, there i
to it, and it is appeali
ide of the Gentilly inter

and commotion; here, the

e blocks immedi-

ion provide refuge from

tral ground support
sumptuous magnolias proxim/ e ¢ ough almost to form

.vas Sholem, Anshe Sfar¢

anopy. On one side are the

p— 2’s Grocery, on Elysian Fields a ile from the lake,

T < 2 old shoreline prior to t ‘3 20s lakefront project.

; \ ral’s depiction of “Smoke ,” nickname for the

5 |f : L artrain locomotive, is o he tew visible recollections

d7, A 9.! - »f tne old railroad that put El an elds Avenue on the map
1 AP 1 ing in 1831. Photograph k or, 2003.

clevation allowed for urbasizacon prior to municipal drain-
this point northward exhibits pre-
World War II housing—Iiiost notably Spanish Revival cot-

tages, some of ther@e grand—up to about the Fillmore

age. Elysian Fields fro

intersection, after ranch houses predominate and a
. Approaching the streets of old Mil-
retain their original 1830s names, no

suburban motif

The UNO Technology Park at the h & sian Fields serves as
a twenty-first-century architectura.. 24" ‘nd” to a circa-1820
Creole cottage near the avenue’s foot. Photograph by author,
2003. known as

neburg, which

evidence of t -washed hotels and billiard halls remains

from the an and Victorian eras. The neighborhoods

ony and Milneburg today (which both oc-




Elysian Fields Avenue: Barometer of Urban ( ro. ih

cupy the area of the original Milneburg) are ¢/ n ;. ¥tely mod-
ernized, though their street network is decad i older than
many areas considered historical. Aside f51. fhe toponyms
the only evidence of Milneburg’s pastgeog ™ Wiy is a wal a'u;
ral painted on the side of the Ferrara’s 431¢ Jyy Stordy uting
its 1906 foundation and nostalgic m& gries of St s Mary.
This painting, and the aforemen ! milepost, aggshconly
outward clues of the Pontchart ‘n Rz road rem{ oin' along
Elysian Fields. Even the lakeshor¢, i Miilneburgigeazson dérre,
is gone. In the late 1920s andjearly 1930s, thy Oricans Levee
Board dredged sediments frgm e bottom g&lane Pontchar-
train to build an additional “slt-mile of 1" n'{ Juito the water
body, as a flood-protection mcasure andyas t.cw recreational
and residential space f¢ #af lake-boug { ni tropolis. Passing
Leon C. Simon D=, w. _n traces the to. Wr shoreline, one
can picture the lone= Wden pier; hatonce extended here
into the lake wacl pwhere coun' ess*teamboats from Mo-
bile and elsewthere connected the GOt Coast with the “back
2en City of thf+ £ =th.

The northarn terminugof n.dern Elysian Fields Avent

door” to the

never knew| he | bntchal rain lilroad; its underlying ter
is over a century younge.. L0 some houses at the ave [y *s
southersy terminus., The mid-twentieth-century neighbor-

hood [ # L e Oaks
fluensmsarich houses

s neo-classical mansiong@mnd af-
1e side, and the 1960s-e/f modern
ard i2d are of thg \niversity of New Orleans mgip, campus
ghpthe other. Adyic faither, the mid-twentieth { snt! ry gives

—_— -

This circa-1855 lighthouse once gui’ :d< e hersinto Milneburg,

where passengers boarded the Pon. 2+ lin Railroad for New
Orleans. The landlocked relict is now un the UNO Technology
Park campus. Photograph by author, 2003.
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way to the early twenty-first, in the form of the ambitious
UNO Technology Pa@imad its new glass towers. But, once
again, clues of geogffl yhies past may be found. Behind tall
grass and trees, igill wd Dy the proud Technology Park signs
and surrounded /gman unsightly cyclone fence, stands—in-
credibly—the ¢l sa-7355 Milneburg Lighthou#ef Port Pon-
tchartrain, a s@iraculous survivor of time, elc "z s, and the
literal expan( 9n/ 1 the city’s land base arou s foundation.
Once a beacon guiding the world to New ' ¥\2ans’ back door,
it now smpds cmpty, landlocked, and lict, but standing
nonethy =ss, in a richly symbolic positiof 2’ the head of New

Orleage’, original terrestrial connecti Yot river and lake.

Architectural eras marn »sted alops, Eiysian Fields: late
twentieth-century rari » nouses at tF': /2. “end of the avenue
(above)...

...e. v | ventietl centt ; Spanish Revival and /4 "‘arnia
bunga._ws near ti. .tilly Ridge (above), and 1 n' te -nth-
century Creole cottages and shotgun houses near i river
2aaw). Phot wsaphs by author, 2004.

Ef Jogue: If Elysian Fields, ser.
hured years of urban growth: .
Jio s that followed Hurricane,l:

ire elevational range of thi ty, from the crest of the riverfront
levee to the back-of-town Jgwlands to the manmade lakefrons.
The avenues uplands faré we . during the ordeal, but the low-

s a barometer for two
s a depth gauge for the

a. The avenue transects the

lying twentieth-century developments were inundated by up to
five to six feet (vescue fguys traveled the corridor like the railroad
once did), and may 4 el artial demolition. Once again, there
will be open land glong Elysian Fields Avenue—but not for long.
The conveniencl £ ¢ is spacious ingress and egress will prob-
ably attract regy'suls back to its flanks, and Elysian Fields will
record yet an_for chapter in the bistory of New Orleans’ urban

growth.
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in its sou” "a-no. h run from river to lake. N ip ¢ d analysisgaie~ thor based on field observations in 2003.
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. At lower lef_ " an 1850s storehouse clos/to the river, compared to a mo nk near t

augh separa 0 years and five miles, tintorical and modern structures s¢em to share
@ an Fields. r left is a circa-1820 Creole cottage (oldest on the avem&rthe river, cg . X
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locks.

construction is limited to river:

From January to June, eamboats, schooners,
packets, sloops, barges, a er vessels arrive at Port
Pontchartrain from Baton Rouge area eastward to
Mobile and Florida Coast. Over 13,000 bales of
cotton, lumber, fi shingles, fill, merchandise,
and thousands of ers, not to mention export
make way dow: n Fields’ tracks.

1850s New Orleans, ile and Chattanooga Rail
connectin ulf Coast, diminishes impostan
of Pontch: ilroad. Milneburg becom&e
resort th and railroad a means simplyso o
lake. Q

1855 uilt off shore at Milneburg.

1862

1863

i ns built on Elysian Fiel
section to prevent Union incursion
ped blocks along Elysian Fie .
to North Miro Street (mile 1.2)

1870s

City and neighborhood rg
battle with railroad for cont
ground; lasts until 1930s.

Urban Geographies

TIMELINE: 1878 Buildings line Elysian Fields from river to backswamp at
EMERGENCE OF ELyYsIAN FIELDS AVENU Florida Walk 2). Gentilly Ridge and Milneburg
Iso d. his time.
New Orleans established aeas o s dme
" breut] L ororect 1880 Louisville ille acquires Pontchartrain Railroad;
1740s | Dubreuil excavates canal project keeps lingd ation.
sharp bend of Mississippi, to p
plantation immediately below 1893- | Drain m installed throughout city, ing up
1798 Plantar T oanal 1915 lakeside Orleans for urban developm
antation and canal come
family; canal is expanded. 1926- | C on of Lakefront land add: iles to
1934 termi f Elysian Fiel
1803 Urban growth after Louisia e ur crminus o Eysian e
for new residential development. &
- - — 1930 acquires rights to Elysian F
1805 Marllgny ﬁrestlnlels om North Rocheblave to lake.
canal corridor beco
centerpiece of sub 19 endered obsolete by automo
1807 Lafon 1 . Milneburg, Pontchartrain Rai
afon lays ou
house construc 0 Scores of “California cot
Elysian Fields in vicinity,«  Genuilly B
1815 . undeveloped removed from North
'l) i 1(;;1 cvelope ground landscape
ile 1.0).
- - 39 Pontchartrain Be ment Parl on new
1828 to build rall{olald lakefront lands at t ern tip o ields.
access to potentially
1940s and other
1829 pany formed
1830 Railroad Company to build
1949
line; Elysian Fields Avenue is selected as optimal route.
path is cleared and bed is formed to
1954
from river to lake; horse
Railroad commences operation
stablished at lakefront termi 1950-
I and Banking C 1960s 4| in lowlands sout orth of Gentilly Boulevar
anal and Banking Company co nces .
excavaci New Basin Canal in Faubgarg St. Mary, g crection.
o compete with Pontchartrai ilroad and 1958 uis State University-New Ol
et Canal for lake and coastal sity of New Orleans) comm
f Elysian Fields.
steam  locomotive to oy e
hartrain Railroad. Old ds, though 1964 Lake Oaks, lakefront subdivision built on recla
igny Canal remains. lan, final major urban development along Elysian
Field: , is opened. Like most other ivisions
ocks platted along Elysia from river to .
- . alon e, its street network confor etry
‘Abundance Street (mile 6), though housing of Bsian Fields

& 983

train Beach Amusement Pat! endent of
resort town of Milneburg, clos

Technology Park built atgakeside terminus of
sian Fields; only circa-1855 li use remains from




UrTOWN/DOWNTOWN
SHIFTING PERCEPTIONS,
SHIFTING LINES

All but the smallest or most amﬁfs Am\
munities perceive a “downtown’ in ‘heir limj in-
ner core from which the comn@rew, whe@or ar-
teries intersect, where one finds ipal offi where
businesses cluster (or once glustered). “U
as ubiquitous, pervading mo
sharing less tangible but n
residential living, an air ence a

dwoods,

mottled shade of mat
infrastructure. Citi ive

rsall ized downtowns

e a mor guished and inter-
, giving newcomers

history have unfurled

istication, the

younger urban

esting aura tha
a sense that

here, that a in mystery only to locals persists
(This may e hy some rdly mobile cities decla
their “Up capi through official chan
whether po usage it or not.) The monoto
modern_suburbs comes not solely from the homogeneity
the h tock an ictability of the commercighstrips,
but m the | perceptive regions wit all
th develo 0 style,

* ut the same time, in th
racteristics discerning
€ 1L XL,
¢Vot ) eans. One is hard-press€ to identify an-
er A‘% with a more profound &uf downtown
town. - ’n Manhattan falls short areas are truly
i émind in the Crescent £
% ges and informing ma
ry.

144 Music.'® Roofscape
Indian tribes and traditions. T Ils, too, are distinct: the

ermingling of cooking aromas, early morning humigdi
n unhealthy dose of otive exhaust in downto

particularly the French
egucigalpa or Quité

in the affluent areas,

partic

uring up vastly
pects of the city.
chitecture. Infrastruct

streetscapes. Mardi Gr?

r) recalls the emanatio
ico City. Uptown, parti
rance of flowering gar

cts the fields and forest Fe-
residents, urban wildlif%ect the

pigeons abound in the

sprawling oak trees
licianas. Even the
distinction: har

and buildings

town, where squirrels

in leafy u e ratio reverses. Traver.
town to n i New Orleans is a jour
the ne the city to the country, fr

1 New Awlins is associated with downtown, and the
town. The difference may be primarily roote
have geographical associations.
15 “Creole style” jazz was played downtown; styles were heard uptown.
Al Rose and Edmond Souchon, New Orleans amily Album (Baton Rouge,
1984), 215. See also Jerah Johnson, “Jim Crow Laws of the 1890s and the Origins of
New Orleans Jazz: Correction of an Error,” Popular Music 19 (2000): 243-50.
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»

bringing, age, race, a
ve New Orleans in terms
h parishes, while transp|
rgs and historic district
-year-old public school s
ale born and raised in t
vel of detail is highest in
round his home and sc
school he attends in the C
eached via 1-10/1-610. Notice, however, the

e

und the CBD, and the co e absence

French Quarter and all n (three

a y-white areas) from his Note also

the nearby Industrial Ca ider than the

inaccessi issippi River. A similar “m ap” drawn by

ne student, a young professionai new to the city,
ong resident, or a tourist jvould reveal significant
in geographical percepti dapted from hand-
. Special thanks to B.G./ ior SEED Program,

an upto,
an elderiy

idea of where down-
cort of world lies on the
r side; these perception
the city. Wrote Elsie Ma

eir Depression-era chi memories of the city, “we dis-
covered that while we s the same unique culture and
customs of New Orleans, we often experienced them differ-

ently. One of us h ‘uptown’ experience and the other
had a ‘downtown’ nce.” !4

Such stronﬂs of place pique the curiosity. What is

inform one’s perception

and Margaret LeCorgne of

the provenance downtown/uptown discourse? Where
exactly are d n and uptown, and how have these men-
146 Elsie Martinez an argaret LeCorgne, Uptown/Downtown: Growing Up in New
Orleans (Lafw, 1986), xii.

Q
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wrccptions

ORIGIN OF THE PERCEPT, m
Two hypotheses explain the origi uniqu%
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tal regions changed over time? And what do
reveal about New Orleans?

ican perception. According to urba
the term downtown originated
Manhattan as an allusion to t

York’s booming commercial s
southern tip by the mid-ni

hydrology. Since mos abutted rivers,

original city cente 1 hile later devel-

‘up” the

opments expand rection of the river,

or “up” to highe e river. In time, these

ions away
references evelved into “dow

potheses aret " incompatibl

neither explai

in many A

y wedgrrc
n citi@ regardless of cardinal di
irections: inguistic diffusion occ
o Fogelsan, because, in mid-nineteenth-century
nce between bustling, er-
d, residential uptown #cd
‘

ical basis of the terminol ‘the
flected

eir origi-

tions and flo

accordi

n a functional meaning
e of the city.”"*® Stripped o

n definition, downtow, town became

of a dense,
outer residen-

N
to N as they visited other
ng@rips or moved there permane

p
commercial districts,
ns, but larger cities wi

often developed perceptions o

this vocabulary

long-term busi-
all towns, boasting

nly lay claim to their

n districts as well. Both

9"6

s spread to various American cities in the mid- to

eenth century, regar f their orientation or hydr

gy-
A series of circu

perceptions to take h

~Q

ces allowed downtown/u
the Crescent City. Ve g
nd

bourg Tremé was foun 1810,

arlier suburbs (Faubour . Marie
nd 1805) developed t hwest
e original city. Most t ur

them were the cardi rections: New Orleans

northward, when

but only after
and Marigny,

and northe

expansi oughout the nineteenth cen

a sout direction, because the

Mississippi availed more well-draine there

s

narrower levees to the east, or t ope of the natural

0-1950 (New Haven and
clla for recommending this

7 Robert M. Fogelson, Downtown: Its Rise
London, 2001), 9-10. I thank Thomas ]J.
source.

s Ibid., 11.

n nd “uptown.” The hy- ebellum era. Considering C
% case of New York), b y to New Orleans’ growing Anglo-Am
downtowns and uptow that Manhattan he@
t

urbanization histori@

b
ontinue
leve

®

Urban Geographies

levee to the north. To this day, cardinal directions are rarely
used in the streets of Orleans, and they clearly did not
inform local percep ot downtown and uptown.

Flow directio the Mississippi, on the other hand,

spoke explicitly otions of “down” and “up,” and since
the southwesteaead of the city equate n upriver
spread, the emi-rural faubourgs beca
“upper” pomf the city. Points east

were, for the

These

w as the
riginal city
ibed as “lower.”
itions (“up the
pper part of the

B ).
oun forms of this pe ccwuptow
ich carry deeper conN'\s tha tional
s—seem not to have %@ igenous
er by int

ime hydrological reason,
al terms were used as

the city”) or as adjecti

WI-

ion from
he high an-
uted liberal-
opulation, and

Orleans

rtherners who settled ®

mercial ties to
the Crescent City, e down with New
Yorkers as part of that also contained

the English lang

reek Revival architec-
d other n traits. Uptown and~
rall, E ras in a French-speaki

city, indi at they w indigenous concepts. 'Iw
timing seems . corrobo is hypothesis: “downt
accor*Fogelson ed in New York in th
ninetee ntury, wilil o ‘uptown” followed aro
centxacond rte(hthe same time when Ne
pour o New

the upriver direction.

ture, commen |

downtown w

hese years also saw the in

horse- streetcar line on present-day St. Charles
e (183 h initiated developmen “streetcar
urbs” sod i populated with many Northeri ks and now

ed with the image of u oW . Before long,

closely
he imp ptown/downtown terminc.Cgy aligned with
New Orlei Fans' new spatial self—per‘ption. An example of

appeared in an anecdot ished in the Daily

1845:
” n

Some of our “down-tow , whose vernacular
uage is the French, have a ay, very often, of trans-
ating their ideas into English.!

At the risk of reading %uch into one example, note
he quotations around doww-r0on (hyphenated in that nine-
nap

jargon, heard enough to ©

? /

eenth-century way), pg indicating that this was new

sed but not enough to be used

inconspicuously. Note also the us-and-them viewpoint, “us”

being the level-hea glish-speakers on the upper side of

town (the Picayu ce at this time was on the 300 block

1 “The Upper Banli
Annunciation, and R
Daunois and Clo
ments. John Ad:
1822), 9. See also
% Daily Pica

Q

acles] the suburbs of Duplantier, Soulet, La Course,
es....the Lower Banlieue embrac[es] the suburbs of
jene means suburbs, or in this context, suburban develop-
n, The New Orleans Directory and Register (New Orleans,
dimus, New Orleans As I Found It (New York, 1845), 5.
uary 7, 1845, “City Intelligence” column.



Uptown/Downtown: Shifting Perceptions, SF. ju.. s Lines

of Camp Street), and “them” being those strgi¢ - Wenchmen
on the “down-town” side, struggling with a ne fongue with
amusing results.

The Daily Orleanian, which servad tha Fird Munil g i;
ity below Esplanade Avenue, provides o Bxampld™ Spsage

=d that, it

he people ungowil are

from the downtown perspective. It e wake

of the 1849 Sauvé Crevasse flog
complaining of the want of te :mer ..... We v wid advise
such persons, by all means, to con.c"down hepge where resi-
dences can be had on reasongble terms...cons ared with the
rents demanded and obtained % town!”Bigllpiown by this
time, as implied in the piecC wwas wealthj r/:Iiin downtown
in general, and the Third Murlicipality,Jacaccd as far down-
town as one could gof wig the poorg - s¢ ton of the city.
ye edition of the
nably bec isc“Une would generally

(The piece did noglgn e Frenchglang
paper, L'Orléanajs s+
not address Engic

Also in 1849, the Daily Picayurnpredicted that the new
market at Di, © ‘es and Melp¢ n' 1. 'would “prove highly ad,

2caking upg wiic's in French.)

vantageous tggaur ap-towagpope ation.”'”* Another examp

appeared i1 the Daily | cayi; | in 1850, noting the “I¢

' Daily Orleanian, June 6, 1849, p. 2;°251. 1.
2 “Opening of the Dryades Street Market,” Daily Picayune, January 11, 1849, p.
2, col. 6,

This graphic', “anoses six French Quarter b’"""s (tCp, along

lower D Jine street) against six Garde D trict blogin!
(Prytan’ at aird and Fourth), to illustrate diffe. —.ces in housine
density, sc. wk distances, garden space/ .. 1/foliage baty' ce,
downtown and uptown. These distinct ci = Jes, traceax.
European versus American notions ¢ irhan planning and man/
nature relationships, deeply inforr’ sef ¢ of place and states
of mind in the modern city. Craph. Y5+ chor; Robinson Atlas
detail courtesy New Orleans Notariai Archives; DigitalGlobe
imagery courtesy CBR.
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crowds of our down-town citizens” catching a magic show at
the St. Louis Saloon. @ uch passing references are a far cry
from universally held® yeavily connoted perceptions of urban
regions, but they ifl icate a start. It is possible that the 1852
reconsolidation gfilew Orleans, after sixteen years as three
semi-autonomo,_ 5, 0 anicipalities, antiquated#Bld, terminol-
ogy and led ggople to adopt the more stabliiipd. evocative
terms of upd_wn! nd downtown. Use of thf Wsicon was suf-
ficiently apparent to a tourist in 1869 to4’ jsant mention in

a letter ymlnity Fair:

‘au cannot help observing a change'w ¢, after strolling
abaut 1. the business and American qu , you step over [Ca-
al' ¢ eet] and promenade in the Ci bl d arter. The £ .
.dopt the term of “down-tghwn” tc ¢ latter, and i/ nily
their own residential quarter as “uv .

Wdignify™

o river-floy@rection. Note

Jote the yoking of the wi ' up-town,”
1 the lack of any refeyf i<
50 the clear implicationi_jat # is was an [ e/ ‘can import.

Another example comes trom J. @hwtis Waldo's Z//us-
trated Visitors’ Guide tofNew Orleans (18 19), which described
the location of a paggict yr markeggmp considered very far
up town” "> when first Swilt. But W l¢ o) work—an early ex-
ample of a tourist guidebook, as yg'snown them today—did

not consistently, ufef he downt wr aptown dichotomy in

regionizing £ Mp.city tor newcgmers, - bmething that is stan-
dard pracgigess  day’s equis lents. Nor did his antebelluf
predecessors. g, travelogiy s o1 John H.B. Latrobe (183%)

JosephgHolt Ingraham (4235} H. Didimus (written !
1836), 25 S. Buckirnf b (1842), Benjamin Moof " Tps-
man (3%45), and A@Dake, r1all (1851) made no reféi ps to
“upt ywn or “dow town  least of all in a significapf" Warpre-
tive manner. Nor wal e terminology used in tht i s oduc-
tarvadescriptigns found in city directories of that era. The
it vical Sketa 2 Wt and Guide to New Orleg
11585) introdc W readers to myriad ways

¢’ y—by wil s,_districts, neighborhoods

wd Environs
divvy up the
bourgs, ethnic
patterns, /8 uses such as “commerciall 2n' ‘e of the city”
or “resid o e/quarter,” river-flow direction, and lake orienta-
tion—¢s used “down-town” and “y' -town” only passingly,
arfc | wely.”® The official guide to thc*/884-1885 World’s
Indgstriat and Cotton Centennigl Exjsition, an event that
h{ 9e¢ put present-day uptalp, NCWw Orleans on the map,
'so used this terminology inf pa -ive, sporadic manner, to
discern the “up-town lines ¢ [0iiCet]cars” from the “down-
wwn lines of cars,” putting " g, demarcation line clearly at
Canal Street. (Those stref.0 % heading toward the lake were
in a category of their o\ g ne “rear of city lines of cars.”)

More often, phrases such as “upper part of the city” and “cen-
p pper p

% Daily Picayune, January/ . 15,5 “City Intelligence” column, p. 2.

15 “Life in New Orleans,” Fair (January 1, 1870): 6, letter dated December
1869.

' The reference was| > lary’s Market, on Tchoupitoulas between St. Joseph
and present-day Howard,[ ow considered to be in the Warehouse District—and
downtown. J. Cur’ = "o, lllustrated Visitors' Guide to New Orleans (New Orleans,
1879), 44.

15 William H. Coler. . Historical Sketch Book and Guide to New Orleans and Envi-

rons, with Md eyt York, 1885), 1-5, 82, 149.
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tre of the city” were used.”” Into the early

documents such as a 1904 streetcar map of the

ench se
ns were F&;?
the i
et,

the “American section of the city” from
of the city,” even though these ethnic gsso
by that time."® One unusual usage o
King Saxon’s 1890 impressionistic
which depicts a bucolic landsca
area near present-day Audubc
George Washington Cable’s 1880
which a reference to “that sogial variety of
now distinguished as Upto
tional association of Creo
Judging from the do
teenth-century observi e

e cultural regions
ity...the
o flow

or

« » «

e age X carré e,

than b
defini popular

cen not ap,
tio lace th
therwi

“down

y the latter half of

ey would assume in the

«

Uptown”
ories. Entrepreneurs ar
erceptions, making Jwsi

of 1861, 1869, 1877,

m diem-o
6, 1935, 1940, 1947,

994, and 2001 shows
nization, or agency started the

3

the span of the twent
came somewhat m
is not until the lat
on among busi

Additional

see graph).

e

ews articles and the reco

e, The New Orleans Guide and Expositi
leans, 18 37-39.

' Map of Ne. ans Showing Street Railway Sys
(1904); New Orleans Railways Company.

' George Washington Cable, The Grandissi

1880), 401.
1w A, Oakey Hall, The Manhattaner in New
(New York, 1851), 162.

“the S s the Seco
of the Firs%ipaht},”mo);
tivn (“upser ourg,” “lower banlieue’
carry the deeply conno

seg s, they would have pro
ay.
uantify this perceptio&o count the

ntury, we see that the
ular toward the mid-19

~
tit Nthe turn-of-the-century,
caught and began to assumg
this assessment is accuss
ce about the regional pe@ of the

century,
discerned

simes, in
eans life
the tradi-

nd Municipal-

old square,” “new ci
n” and “uptown.” These terms, white

the ni nth
ercep-

i cen-
;u in the

Downtown”

ly quite savvy
ames arguably

rusal of the city

893, 1901, 1910,

, 1962, 1969, 1977,

o listed business, orgaly

e with either “Uptown” \ridor st

“Downtown” until around 1908. There were some
amed “Upper” as in pper Station of City Polic

/ ear Lee Circle, as far ba, 61 and probably earli
’ “upper” lacks the coans of “uptown.” Lookin

s that the terminology

®

Urban Geographies

who took the time to pen their thoughts. One such piece,
Down Town New Orle the Early “Eighties:” Customs and

Characters of Old R Street and Its Neighborhood, writ-
ten by Elise Kirsc 51, recollects street life in the Sev-
enth Ward in lagg@acteenth century, with colorful reminis-
cences of Creol h and Mardi Gras Indj he early-
1900s debategibout siting new public buildi s couched

strongly in own-versus-uptown te Hurrah for

Downtown”; _Downtown Is Taking the -7 “Downtown
Will H ﬁ\lew Postoffice;” “Do Will Have the
New t 1iouse”), with Canal Stre y indicted as the
Rubi The more recent recol s of Elsie_ Martinez

s and 1
ians of p

Ire so

e old

aret LeCorgne, from_th
predicated on these pe
structured their entirg

Cana eet, the itior..i Rubicon. Photograph b aje
Carith au@. l\m
the volume Uptown/Downtown: Growing Up in New Drleans.
wn” w. uschold word by 1923, when Hibernia
publish mphlet celebrating the,” realiattributes,
cribing iﬁs e of the most beautiful r ial sections

the Unite tes.” It delimited it as a
St. Charles Avenue fro e muse streets

rcle) to Audubon Parls,&restingly excluding

ile-wide cor-

(above L
theysi

t areas and Carrollton.!

, downtown/uptown p, ions probably arrived

inf Ned) Orleans from New York g the second quarter
22 ineteenth century, bu ow” in the local lexicon

when they rose in popu-

heir present-day connotations.
one explanation behind the

change may be the full ¢ el pment of the electrified street-

Book (Ne

¢-Q

of Creole Life (New York,

hases of “Crescent City” Life

1" Mapping business names by their locations is, of course, biased toward commer-

cial districts at the expense of residential areas.

feld car system by the late 18Uus, which fueled the development
of uptown areas (“st ar suburbs”). Another related reason

evelopment of the Audubon Park
-1885 World’s Industrial and Cotton

is the rapid reside
area following the,1

12 “Down Town Also That New Courthouse,” Daily Picayune, January 9,

1903, p. 5; and “} or Downtown,” Daily Picayune, January 13, 1903, p. 1.1
thank Mark Tull{ g E ging these articles to my attention.
1w Hibernia Bank & st Company, Uprown New Orleans: A Brief Sketch of Its

Varied and Vi

N

tivities (New Orleans, 1923), 5.
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downtown” differently, i
is to plot businesses with

ry, social connotations,
i e words “Uptown” or “D, g
is 7 aaly s, we see that the traditiana olds true until around 1970. and
m 7 thor.
Exposition, when man plantations trans- everyt t was old and Creole f; that was
om quasi-rural outskirt city of affluent homes and (even though closer in ions would
a -lined streets—in a w:? town. The terminol% ve reveal leurally speaking, a blurOJaration). Af-
ecl

gy seems only to have grown pular during the course \ter the e ce of downtownluptown, descriptive ac-
the twentieth century, esp y since around 1970 counts late nineteenth and eazly twentieth centuries
the national decliantowns everywhere an conti view Canal Street in t rtitioning role (wit-

nes

Qu lanting of uptowns 69 Vanity Fair quote abgim), No less an authority
!!o

ter suburbs and exurbs.

arles L. Dufour wrote in
LocATIONS OF
Ask New Orle

downtown and up and most will respond i

PERCEPTIONS

' Uptown includes the ar iver from Canal Street;
locate the dividing li

ﬁowntown embraces the area ver from Canal Street.
ach of these sections of N ns, while sharing many
things in common, has a lifc f its own—folklore and folk-
ways: Canal St e Pontchartrain Expres
Avenue, or Lo Avenue. Feelings on thi
C

ways, customs and traditi h differ in detail, if not in
principle.'*4 Q
surprisingl t, and differing opinio Elsie Martinez and Margaret LeCorgne had no doubts

with a q] &aggerated but ultima about the dividing I
li

een
of four

ackso

between downtown and uptown in

sense o ef. the circa-1940 Ne

Unquesticnably, the original di

ither of us at the time was aware of the
New Orleans or the historical and cul-
owntown New Orleans. They were just
we lived and Canal Street was the dividing
. When one of us went to Canal Street she

downtown and uptown New Orl anal Street. s “mystique” of;

perception predates the adoption own/uptown termi- tural backgrou

nology: observers of early ninete ntury New Orleans

routinely described Canal Street as a dividing line between

16 Martinez rgne, Uptown/Downtown, xi.




was going “‘uptown” and when the other to Ca

was going “downtown.”!®

q @
162 ¢
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spicuous barrier between the predominantly commercial

zone below it and t stly residential area above it—a
Many, perhaps most, New Orleani@ain this barrier that separa regions more physically dispa-
and rai rate than those a Canal Street. Second, from 1965

4

ception today, especially those who were
the city. Looking at the maps of busi mes
of “Uptown” and “Downtown” in Ne leans, 1*

we see that the Canal-Street-a n
the data until around 1970. T «
businesses were located below

5 to 1989, New s skyline rose from a modest profile of
), 1920s-era ofﬁcbings to a jagged silho f modern
e in skyscrapers. resence of ninety-four hig 5 (not to
amed mention thardome) sealed the tran tion of this
1 “Up- area from a

orical residential uptow: indisputable

"ﬁss District of bright s

Central stark shadows,
But something occurre at appar- glass b d concrete canyons, a p at anyone would
ently altered people’s perc e, the blocks idengi
immediately above Can former Fau- ha

bourg St. Mary (Ste.
a.k.a. uptown—sedm. t
Why? A numb
that may have
downtown b
Pontchartrai
enue to ¢

Algiers. T

6 Ibid., xii.

erican Quarter,
‘nto downtown!
curred in this era

their perception of
in the late 1950s, the

modern American do n. “The skyscraper
important role in the m,ment oéensm
ore in large American %” serving/“sa ‘ai_ior the
business district,”'¢” ob& rba%er Larry

" as a building at

,{ " these structures
stem listed New
orld, in terms of the

twelve floors (about 114 fee @

e located in New Orleans’ CBL Kk
rleans as nineteenth in the nation, a
visual impact of its skyline—surorisingly high for a =" tives,'small, poor Southern

city. Hong Kong and New Yo ranke nd second, with 7,254

and 5,321 high-rises. Emporj g Database ine Rankings,” http://www.
ines of Ameri es,” Geographical Review 82

«
>
“skyline ra

a seventieth i

emporis.com/en/bu/sk/st/st,
' Larry R. Ford, “Readin

@ Business
"D
EBu

(April 1992): 188 (emp, dded).
Nw;gd "Uptown" in é

If business names are any guide,
century, despite the decline in New
businesses are unclear. Craph and analysis by author.

town/downtown terminology in New O as grown increasingly popular in the past
ans’ population by 25 percent since 1960.

8

5 8

1
1

s for the recent drop in “downtown”-named

g

K
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and only downtown/uptown
rd of any other usage'®*—despite the fact that his
r routinely employs odern usage. A survey

Q that contained the wo wntown in the headline s
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Ford, adding that the downtowns of Philade leveland, and Girod characterized as a crime in uptown New Orleans.
and New York have also shifted with the rist 'f new sky- These locales are co d downtown today, even though
scrapers. Thirdly, this era saw the begin@f the thi they are on the upt of Canal Street. Other media em-
year decline of Canal Street from a reg mous uw brace the new defil ian: the June 2000 issue of New Orleans
shopping district to a raffish main dr, w—em\ . Magazine featu ver story entitled “The Lights Are
Most streetcar lines were removed f: he thor e in Brighter Down which celebrated the sifligh mystique
1964, and old-line department g 2 of downtow elineated it as exactly th area—the
other city institutions folded s CBD—that 85 tour guide describe p-town.””°

That so many,_New Orleanians neverth cling to the

old Ca Qt view shows the powe

that almost none remained by tt

diminution of Canal Street dition and per-

ed air of the “Great Wide 2 ceptio ace in this city.
robbing it of its Rubicon ro i ho disagree with bot anal Street and the
to the gritty realities of i Po rain Expressway perce ay poinahird
also saw the introducti | jargon Central cdriaor, Jackson Avenue, as t ntown/Mero ivide.
Business District, t ism, the devel- se of this definition is %e Upt Orleans
opment of zoni tablishment of the hone Directory & I ot Caide, whi s Jackson
Downtown De of which insinuated e lower edge of upto ¢ ide of St. s, but Wash-
in increasingly formal gton Avenue from St. o South rne (which is
manners. today, by the clear an seen as the rear edge).””! There is no hi precedence for
overwhelmi ndary, a district

Faubourg
but the hear:

usage, is that the for this; Jackson Avenue ever a paris
D, is not only downt or ward line, nor e ine be ubourgs. The im-
ose people incorporatin

usage ipstheir speec if pl‘CSSCd, generally identify the Pon- 170 William H. Colema tarical Sketch B Guide to New Orleans and En-
h . d / vid virons, with Map (Ne 885), 82. gly, this 1885 source used the
tehart pressw new downtown/upto Jae. hyphenated “U n scribe whatawe the CBD, and “Uptown” t

ople in the French Qu would refer to the comfo
ette Square as being “in up oday
of Lafayette Square as “in the

e in the modern uptown might think of
as “in downtown.”
g number of locals still in the tradi-

Canal Street forms the

n, pointing to
Royal becomes

St tc.) and that ad-

d S, ances, and directions e from Canal Street.
tative of the 7imes-Pic to whom I posed this
q , adamantly insisted

t anal Street was the onfy
and that he had never

ecatur becomes Mag

Times-Picayune piec t New Orleans (1993-

that 72 percent eithe
Canal Street, usually th

downtown spanned

Warehouse Districi. [Mbst of the remaining ar
did not tie the specific sites or areas, a
few cited belo I sites exclusively, eithe
unconscio ing upon the tradition

rusing t spaper today, one would

find, fa

mon descri

le, a new restaurant at S
as an uptown bistro, o

16 Personal communication with Zimes-Picayl e 's onymous source), May 1, Perceptions o e aptown/downtown divide seem to have
2003. shifted fro Street to the Pontchartrain Expressway in
'© Lexis-Nexis survey conducted September 1, . Articles that maintained the recent dec ustrated here on a 1922 aerial photograph
traditional below-Canal-Street usage of “downtown” were often written by Bettina and a 20 te image. Map by author.

r upriver, seemingly implying t
er an absolute one.
ccory & Internet Guide,” EATEL

Benoit, columnist for the Downtown Picayune supplement.

0

K
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pression may derive from the fact that, star 1929, St. tions, and enables a neat arrangement of chapters and a tidy
Charles Avenue below the Jackson intersection’ s zoned for restaurant matrix. At ne local television station report-
light-industrial and commercial use, w. rimavenue a ed using this inter ion in its news coverage.'”> Even as
Jackson retained its affluent residenti ce. Since one of the nation’ t urban national historic districts,

most natives perception of uptown

lower St. Charles Avenue suffered n demx this region falls
n

(with a small “ cluding such quintesseffially uptown

stately old homes and saw their re ent WN
brick commercial structures. T people @ this locales as theMarden District and Carrollto

stretch, no graceful canopy o des the , and in' rpretation of “Uptown’] official city
the ambiance is of a rather mun ommerg p» saved neighborhood of that name, bounded by@f, Napoleon,
only by the streetcar and angoccasional sur@]istorical i Jefferson, which the ar ral firm Curtis
structure. Above the Jacks i cton, all this ineated in its 1973-197 Orleans Housing
changes: St. Charles exhibi ory, with all ‘ahvorhood Preservation Stu. eling this arbitrary
the accoutrements. That li rring t ing
the downtown/uptow “The West.” No one us erm in % er, but
use. is in official city mapsyg estled am%, Touro,
Louisiana A isputed boundary, Riverside, Audubon/Idwiversly, and Fr The Cur-

but this is Upto n official designation nd Davis study, whi¢ i fied, deli@ and named
rather than of this premise is the cores of neighborhoods de, playe y influential
National Pa tional Register Histori role in altering perceptions of place an in the city. “As
a child of the 50s an s,” recalled iddle-aged New

District, whi ue, Tchoupitoulas Stre

South Clai@venu an oadway as the main bo Orleanian, “all T ev: about town, downtown,
aries. Visitors guideboo adopted this interpretati Kenner, Metairie, ut by the Now I hear about
174 The study applied

o unkno tiquated monikers to

dt s tract boundaries, whi
« » <«
uptown” or “downtow
iding line between down

n. An even ‘er line separates these

from a ind them. is, at what point along
ton @ do regl ientghonsider their locale to no
“upt but rat -City or Parkview or th
Bayou St. John area? How far up Esplanade does have
@to lea ntown?” Is the lower Njnth Ward still
ntown,” ough it is separated by 2 ‘alic’’and near-
@s ar frop’ fower Canal Street as Carrollton:“ e business-
me maps that, in 2001, downto ed businesses
\vere m stered in the CBD and up rench Quarter,
| and inde tended to the lower Ninggh Ward. But nearly all

iver and the North

se data, “downtown”

Uptowngfor the sake of clarity. Gray zones and fuzziness are Bywater, Carrol ert tow.

the n the per. of places, but they are ema

odify and manage. T wi

stina-

et | E

! HE o dii g (L w between the Mississi

ostAmericans would des !! ese cityscapesas “downto i Clai Avenue area. Accordinm
r

But according to the tradlitional perception of Canal Str i™d below the Pontchartrai essway but within the

the dividing line, still h G/’ any New Orleanians, thw Y. s of the historical city
oV e >
q

would be entirely upta *hotographs by author an until a century ago was
icted to the narrow nat

Cardwell, 2003-200 ee of the Mississippi.'”

da

own-named businesses # ‘edominated within the natural

-

evee of the Mississippi extending up the “Carroll-

7 Personal telephone communication with WWL staff (anonymous source), May
1, 2003.

7 Digital map file of New eighborhoods from the New Orleans City Plan-
ning Commission Geograj ormation System.

74 Yyonne Hiller, “Bl. hartrain-New Orleans Know-It-All,” Gambit Weekly,
December 21, 2004,

75 The 2003 map diffe the others because it was created through an Internet-
based Yellow Pa; for business containing, rather than starting with, the
words “downto ptown.” It therefore includes entities such as “National
Bank-Downtown B . According to this more liberal standard, “downtown” is
used well up treet, Tulane Avenue, and into Gentilly.

Q
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ton Spur,” again echoing the topographicall confines
of the historical city.

Every New Orleanian carries his wn m

IMPLICATIONS OF THE PIKCQONS

of downtown and uptown, along ertain if.. Ssations
associated with those regions. S oughts on ose
connotations may be: o

History — The maps indicate that New ians use
downtown/uptown, regardless fer to the
older, historical, architect ions of the

city, to the exclusion of
sions on the lakeside a

terms seem to be rese
hoods that made
to places with r uses and ¢

Foliage — P{thaps the single

of uptown is

acs.

evalence
canopies so, iguous
stinction can be traced

veritable fo forme

to the American preference 101 spacious, set-back homes
garde ich, in lent itself to the growth of mature
trees.w sightantown New Otrleans is as
co as a squi ich is to say, rare but olly
ibmownto the most part, exhibits a urban
~vhere str and open sky dominate t as over-
, and Whm is much more likely

cons tha.

see cliff-loving

dwelling squirrels. Pop
ntown in New Orlean

tic difference in the citys

n this
m ai ntral City may not
u

> despite its upper location

rsally considered
s trees and exhib-
ighborhood. But by
de Avenue might be

ty aesthetic of a downt
me hypothesis, oak-lined
ly is not.

consieered “uptown,” which it
e

rnal and Indigenous Influences — Esplanad

offers an interestin ase to help deconstruct ho

ew Orleanians use thwmology. If one under.

“uptown” by either of 2 ginal Manhattan meanin

a residential area for orthward of the origin

ti r suburb—then Esplan
” on both accords. 1

t the same time, and in

an affluent residen
would qualify as

were even built

of internationa
one ever dN
out in t ps.

his suggests that New

of Ne original downtown/upto mino
deed that was'its provenance, has beenw adapt

count for river-flow direction, loc th respect to Canal

ectural styles, as those
splanade Avenue as up a

Street, and possibly other facto ew Orleans itself,

uptown and downtown are an am f external and indig-

enous influences.

minating characteristic
ture trees, often formi town Creole community,” “the upt
en viewed from a perch; other perceptions that volumes

? /
~Street, t
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Race and Class — In the modern American parlance, the
adjective inner-city oft
black, while “subur

town/uptown car

New Orleans a
York City in t
lifestyle diffe

class, ethnic

s were primarily rooted i
family status,” not si
¢ But that sense in New

. While 2000 census d s a generalized
correl majority-white areas wm::im and major-
ity- ocks with downtown, re so ma
can tions—many riverside a@k—

offuptown are black, while t

the urban cor
out by s

signifi-

ions
ntown
s in the
ite/black
trivial: one
“the down-
stocracy,” and

Quarter is one of the
that usage of upto

t most, metaphoric
ten hears references to p

the subtle social-

geographical tension! no question that

uptown, past and ealthier than down-

town. Racial di

'3
ions are t as well: uptown is °
more “clumped; ntown is termingled. Uptown/
downtown ies have informed the spatial di
tribution umber of roups in the city’s histcw
including Angic-Saxons a -

eoles, Reform Jews a

thodo ricans and Creoles of .

s, and Afric

HE
ON

’s first expansion in 1788, New Orleanians

»
;l‘n
Hl‘ﬂ

o Z
@

space many ways: by fa s, munic-

tties, dis d wards; by church an ol districts;

ethnic agl siations; by neighborhood atmosphere;

y nodes clei; and by relative posi is-a-vis Canal

, or the river. The perceptions vary over time

b-segments of the pop%l. Today, for exam-

orn New Orleanians e likely to region-

and w;

pl

by wards, church pa and school districts,

ansplants tend to f: tly revived historical
s, like Faubourg St. Jo Faubourg Tremé. What
e Seventh Ward” to a

ubourg New Marigny”

orn black Creole may be
e Jazz Fest neighborhood”
a white transplant; w. he “upper Ninth Ward” to the
working class may be ° er” to artists and bohemians.
Many people spatially perceive the city by means of nodes
such as favorite re!sw:s, stores, and nightspots, forming

a perceptual map be shared within one’s social net-

work, but not rily beyond it.'”” Locally born people,
7 H. Laurence Ross, “Ups wn and Downtown: A Study of Middle-Class Residen-
tial Areas,” Ameri ialogical Review 30 (April 1965): 256.

-food store to the identity of an Esplanade Avenue neigh-

177 So central was
g

borhood that some ents jokingly called the area “Faubourg Whole Foods,” a

reference thw baffle those neighbors who could not afford to shop there.
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= o

Cityscapes uptown (left,. " downtown .. *, along the St. Charles Av¢ i »-' oyal Street corridor. Today( ad 1.storically, u.. w0 major
uptown/downtown <. nions are the ¢ “ad rontchartrain Expressway.ana. /1-foot-wide Canal Street, |- wred at cencc alow. French
Quarter roofscaps rie Cardw® 52004, all others by author, 20£ 5 4.
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particularly old-timers, are often unfamiliar e trendy Epilogue: The uptown/downtown lexicon gained millions of
splants are new speakers when Hi ¢ Katrina made worldwide head-

faubourg names, and many recently arrive

at a loss when asked what ward they live IQngs ace lines in the late su 2005. “Downtown New Orleans”
ago often identified themselves by re neighbo became the datelin e calamity: it was here where journalists
landmarks: the “St. Mary’s Market nd “S encamped, wher gedies of the Superdome and Conven-
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though the backsw ing to those terms has on’t care what people are Jptown,” ed on Martin
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in that same period. The ce of
e chasm they describe o grow

me. Geographical homogenization, the

States, poses no thre:&his diversity.
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on or Louisi-
early 2000s, the
agency tasked to

anal Street and the
Welcome to New Or-
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rain Expressway,'” ere

e owntown” signs at stra oints in the shadows o

the Pontchartrain Expressway. e first time, the down-\
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er hopes not: the rich
perceptions reveals more

this people and this an a line on a map or n
a street.

And what is t aning of these percepti place,

ntchartrain Expresswa
may soon homogeni

evelopment District,

crected “Welcome to
rategic points near the
rst time, the downtown/
any demarcated in the street,

e about where the division

with all their h? and connotations and Q ‘ lies. The city would be th for it. Photograph by author,
That New s irl i', indeed, a world unto it 2003.

Orleans-Downtown” sig|
chartrain Expressway. Fo

? /

Ronette King, ery May Get Fresh Start,” Times@, June I(Q
5.

7 “Gus Laurer-Irish Channel,” April 29, 194 on interview manuscript,
Federal Writers' Project Folder 81, 1.

7 The Downtown Development District’s ; eation of downtown uses
Canal Street, North Claiborne Avenue, the train Expressway (to South

Rampart Street), Howard Avenue (from South Rampart to Lee Circle), the Pon-

tchartrain Expressway again, and Convention Center Boulevard, as its boundaries. w
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data that, in fact, reveal much about cultural-geographical
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155 Rebecca A\w “Mixed Vieux,” Times-Picayune, March 23, 2004, C1.
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happily obliged them, often calling off tram bans on

late-night and Sunday sales to accommoda se arriving
at odd hours. (The words “Last call!” are m'\eard in
Orleans.) Port cities are also typic cosmop( i
and liberal than interior cities. So we not be\‘
that New Orleans, San Francisco, oston s
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race; for, in the [American

haracter;

althoug

ated from 1764 to 1770.
1764-1810 (New Orleans,

0 Charles Sealsfield, 7he Americans As They Are; Described in A Tour Through the

Valley of the Mississippi (London, 1828), 186.
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193 niversity of Wisconsin
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reading skills to measure
“literate-ness” of maj erican cities, based on the
ords of national associations

nsus, the Yellow Pages,
of booksellers, periodic library associations. Out of
sixty-four metropolitan arcas studied, New Orleans ranked

fortieth in an overallstist of “America’s most literate cities;”

t Sir Charles Lyell, A Seco
don, 1850), 2:121.

2 As quoted in Jose le, Jr., “Creoles and Americans.” In Creole New Or-
leans: Race and Americaniz ion, eds. Arnold R. Hirsch and Joseph Logsdon (Baton
Rouge and Lond 184.

" “1999 NALS c Estimates of Adult Liberacy,” Literacy Volunteers of
America, http:// racyvolunteers.org/home/press/may1298/Lanals.html (ac-

cessed Deccw 2003).

to the United Sates of North America, 2 vols. (Lon-
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was founded only sixteen years after the Pilgrims’ arrival. The

number of bookstore in the Yellow Pages can only tell

us so much, but thi is clear: New Orleans’ present-day

public-education s deep roots in the history, culture,

ty.
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Per Capita Seafoo

Sealtle

have been held to the
tleans had, by far,
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t ratio between

enomena. All cities i rvey except New

s an -food stores than
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’ high ratio. But cultur rs are probably at play a
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ard 198 Richard H. C New Orleans Underground Gourmer (New York,
1970), 13-15.
d tr

adi » Rebecca Mowbray” But Not Out: Even Though Convention Business

ional cuisines in the Is In a Slump, Festiv, ¢, illing Holes,” 7imes-Picayune, June 8, 2003, Money

PR . « .. section, p. 1.
world—the Creole cuisine;” an ins “a tradition of 2 Queries of Lexi atabase were performed on the city name plus the word
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7 Julian Ralph, “New Orleans, Our Southern Capital,” Harpers New Monthly Mag- where in the text o article, in the “General News” categories of all major na-
azine 81 (February 1893): 364. tional newsp: all available dates, from the 1970s to 2004.
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the “Fattest City in America,” and when it m dropped
from first to fifth place in Men’s Fitness magaz nual sur-
vey, local wags decried it as a “downrightmrrassing.
in the face.”*' “The whole culture cepter nd eatin@
drinking,” observed one recent trans an arﬂ
gaining weight in New Orleans. “S say yo%
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» Siona , “Fat Ci ‘mes-Picayune, April 29, 2004, Living section, p. 1
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, service stations, boot other venues

krant and take-out
d Away from Home,

y contrary to expec-
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Coast pu over twenty million pounds of dinner sau-

Q
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sage one recent year, more than metropolise ch larger
sizes.?”> One wonders, however, if this statisti 1d hold up

Center at Tulane University founa™iia
were more likely to be found n interior Sou
that New Orleans ranked
Southern cities tested. (

ast amops twenty-six
reported in
the popular press, a mi

The accompanying m

and French Restaur, s the relati
three restaurant in thirtz iv

National Hot Dog and Sausa;
Council, http:// n
29,2003), bas
ing April 2001-

in_bar.html (accessed Decem
nds of refrigerated dinner sausag

s “Barbeque Nation,” South at the eep South Regional Humanities

at Tulane University newsletter (Spring/Summer 2004): 7; Sara Roahen, “

There’s ’

ajor American cit-
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ies, with the total number of all three depicted in the size of
the pie chart.?”

Po’ boys, the u
wiches, are said to

ing the 1929 st

irous overstuffed French-bread sand-

een created (or at least named) dur-
strike in New Orleans. The Martin
Brothers restau n by former streetcar ¢ tors sym-
pathetic to tharstrikers” plight, “provided fre”wiches to
the carmen duration of the strike. ver a striker
would come by, one of the brothers wo ounce the ar-

r ‘poor boy, hence th ich’s name.”?%
otner stories, but all see ree that the po’

rival of

ed very close

«

27 While the Yellow Pages mai
ole” and “Restaurants-French,”
for “po’ boy.” Instead, I quel
the number of po’ boy joi
when viewing the map.
25 Brett Anderson, “H
May 30, 2003, Lagni

staurants-Cajun-Cre-
no such category exists
in their name to tabulate

I!'ll"loo.R1
- LT
; 8

B-113.0

0-1451
1451 -175.0

Scale in Miles
500

. 175.0and higher 3
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Musical Instrum%tores per 100,0?opulation

O -+

lute number (fifteen

leans boasting
d Uy 1ar the largest per
o« an unfamiliar (and

f the country. Were

New Orleans might fl
the map. The Yellow Pages confirms that, whatev:

ort n, New Orleans is t
and, incidentally, its Sici
“Cajun-Creole” r

cately lumped togeth

0’ boy in their name, the res

isputed home of the po’
usin, the muffaletta).

nts (the two styles are_i
the Yellow Pages, desmir
o predominate here, bu ide-

n food since the 1980s iffuse

significant differen
spread popularity

these Louisian:

nationwide. The com

Cajun-Cre

taurants wi

h there

anyin
o have

appear to be more

ed nationwide distribution,
ultural patterns in the
well. Cajun-Creole restaurants do not

the Northeast as they have elsew.
popular than French restaurants erior, while French
restaurants tend to outnumber -Creole places in the

more sophisticated and prosperous cities of the east and west

ps, not just those witl)’

? /

tion o
by national chains and e res-
nnection to New Orleal ns mA

®

coastss 18 surpri

jun-Creole restaurants, since it is home to a |
both nd Creoles of Louisiana ggigi

at Los Angeles did not

ore
arge popula-

n and once
ou within its

e New Orleans” neighb
interesting that, while Ne s offers its
ch restaurants, listings homegrown
ys, Creole, and Cajun dis orrowed from

its rur. bors—outnumber thos for the foods of its co-

ot.der by almost a three-to-

lo
Fre New Orleans,” noted m
B@derson in 2004, “them.ar

ants to choose from.”

ively few French-style
tleans listed forty-one

tio. “For a city as
Picayune food critic

n-Creole restaurants, he largest among major
erican cities in absolut s and even more so on a per

pita basis, but its twenbf rench restaurants were sixth

on the list.

Music
Aficionados O@Jew Orleans music scene agree on

litcle regarding agrists, styles, trends, venues, and making a

living playing this market. But most concur on two

» Mary Gehmai
Orleans, 1994),
20 Brett Anderson,

gniappe secti

Q

Peogple of Color of New Orleans: An Introduction (New

ging After the Fest,” Times-Picayune, April 23, 2004, La-
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points: New Orleans boasts a superlative heritage, where, it was once said, you could hold up a horn and it
d

contributing disproportionately to the worl sic starting would practically pla

with religious and martial influences in 00s, ope Total number ings in the “Music” category of the

Yellow Pages is pe e bluntest measure of a city’s mu-

and compositional work in the 1800sgiaz e carly 1

thythm-and-blues in the 1950s-196 in t , sicality. It inclu entity with the word music associated
dern Nﬂz with it: musici angers and composers, ‘cal instru-
osing its 1cCi ment dealersgetailers, teachers, venues, a ers. Since

and rap and hip-hop today. Secon

has failed to capitalize on this

reputation—and the attendan i all cities areato the same standard, er-counting
studies, and dollars—to adroit rviis isies, namely or dubious inclusions should be neutral@e per capita
Austin and Nashville.*'" “I d. y city in results fompi grporated cities in 200 sic” Listings per
the world that has more t ent talent, 100,00¢ '@: ulation) show that Nemns lags behind

than we have,” said Pulitz ist and New the |
Orleans native Wynton

prosperous coastal cities, might e t for a
in the Deep South. But rison to@ and
v )

has done as sad a job nt.”** The best y Nashville shows Ne ns to ind in
source on today’s a free monthly ory that it once dominas d. New O K
published on Fr buted in clubs and music-related entiti
coffee shops, do oversial efforts to re- that the average of

this area. The accom- ess than a quarter of Na

store New Orleans’ fo
panying mu ated maps say that New Orlea
has not only, remepa'mus ortunity, but, worse, m to mention the fact tha Jits relatively s ion j
have also | own if ligen s musicality—this in a up its presence on t , beyomuch larger music
2 Stewart Yerton, “How Do We ound New Orleans’ Music In scenes of New Yor 08 Angel t the contributions °
Times-Picayzne, April 8, 2003, Money section, p. 1. to jazz and rhyt d-blues New Orleans, also a

E. Bour, “Back Home,” Times-Picayune, January 3, 2004, . . . .

7 small city, dg n valent manner. Musi-

sic.*roducers, b
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a better gauge
rn. Again, New
store listings per
-five-city average

d lagged well behind

-0, trailed the big coastal ci
le’s 32.1 stores per 100
ion of this trend may not be

W

Qred years ago, at the pe e city’s musicality. No
the lack of a major m

of Music Producers,

this shortfall, as thi

well be that, while

creative music

ustry (as evidenced by
ants, and Services) full in

unity, it is just that unity

uarte
uit. Th
lation
lected gi

other c 4
oit, both of which

ent stores relative

of musicia ing in venues in the

Mid-City, and on the fc c
ity of New Orleans’ large

Marigny,
overall

have sli the levels of any rando

same phenomena seems to have affect
mous for their music, Memphis

have a minimal number of music_ \ins
to their populations.

pulation. The expland’

@ssing arﬂy of the marching band
ts, Dixi ios, and neighborhood

attributable to pover
lack of education. Much of New Orleans’ popul#
relatively speaking, r and uneducated one hun-

? /

id not exist a century a: uld t
rleans still has a large, t, and¢nted by this methodol

®

ing the Yellow Pages to shed light on this topic 15 biased
comm anifestations of musicalisz only enti-
ith eno erewithal to warrant lisg counted.

ng rap art-
makers who

radar of the Yellow Pages. er-funded pub-
rching bands often reuitheir instruments for

nt stores might be

fly bene
lic sc
m e

aro sell them new ones.
h@, and “bounce” genr
tial musical contributi

, inferring that fewer ins
usicians in the hip-
y the most nationally

e city today, come from

rican American poor, more likely to be under-

hat New Orleans still retains

deep-rooted musicality igmsidenced by its “second line” tra-
dition, in which ncigthther in the street and parade,
usually to the oomp of a tuba and the blare of a trumpet, to
commemorate an apgiyersary, a holiday, a slain comrade, or
nothing in particul a tradition that is unique in the na-

tion, and, unlilm other New Orleans traditions, seems

to be increasin ularity.

Whateve state of the city’s present-day musicality,
the mystiq ts historical musical achievements is well
trumpete , as evidenced by the relative popularity of

Q
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businesses using the word “jazz” in their n this re-
gard, the New Orleans metropolitan area le jor Ameri-

FrRATERNAL ORG

Is New Orleans a
»214

? re of “clubby

clubs,”?'* obsessed wit butante parties?

That is certainly ¢ ival season, the
y of its krewes, pa-
n fraternal organiza-

conclusive but none-

25 Queries of Lexi; tabase were

“music” (for exa “New Orle;
in the text of ¢ in the g
pers for all avai es, from

24 S, Frederick Starr, New Orleans

53.
25 T did e the “C
clubs, s, and oth

ed on the city name plus the wo
oston music”) appearing anyw

usic,
ral n€_ | category of all major national ne
2004.
ued (New Orleans and New York,

egory in the search because it listed mostly health
enterprises.
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theless interesting information on how New Orleans com-

pares to other cities i
tions per 100,000 P
Pages is simply a

is regard (map, Fraternal Organiza-
on). The problem is that the Yellow
equate source to measure this social
dard Yellow Pages categories of “Fra-

phenomenon. T
ternal Organizq and “Lodges,” which ; e Rotary
Clubs and VE#7s, do not do justice to New C@ brand of
in' the men’s clubs and sor f Midwest-
ern cities to New Orleans’ illustrious olgﬁganizations
such as omus, Le Petit Salon, Orléans Club,
is to c@ McDonald’s to Antoine ../ 3<sides, “krewes” as
d rarely appear in the ages listings of cit-
ulm , and @ewes
are ei S ive or
ise uninterested in a Yel sw Pages li l*\T(:W Or-

genuinely a clubby & own? Th
ts further investigatio nse is th
ew Orleans is a bona fi guishin

with deep roots in the city’s culture,

clubs. Com

Louisiana and the

ate clubs within New

tion war-

lub scene in

henomenon
radually disap-

pearing, as aging memU s of many ol clubs are not re-

plenishing their ran equally ted young people.

As for elaborate s als, all one to do is peruse the

Social Scene col une anytime between

televised “Meeting of,

ber ational Newspa

Scale in Miles
500

Articles on

ied Cities
@

responsas & mapped for the location of
of the origin of the newspaper. New Crieans

about ts music, hundreds more than
Boston Mew York (1353) and other much larger cities,
and average for all tested cilies. Analysis and map
hyﬂ% survey conducted September 2004
Jlexis-nexis. com:
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Fraternal Omanizﬁs ;;%
N

® ™~

100,000 Po?tion

leans’ uniqueness in

auge .
‘ ME ATTORNEYS
Otrleans has long been to large and influen-
tia | community, as a for pital of a colony, ter
ory, and state; as a business ; and today as home tg

o major law schools (Tulane and Loyola, with LSU

ar. way), the Louisiana e Court, and the U.S. Ei
" Qircuit Court of Appeals: legal minds such as Ed'" var
Livingston, Judah Be , and A.P. Tureaud all p

nas civil law heritage, in' ri

law in New Orleans. L
the French and Sp

the most interesti

gimes and producing

Pages yields 4,330 attorn
cannot compare to o
2003 Yellow Pages for Washington, D.
example, listed 11,922 and 20,

216 For more information, see Vernon Valent
Mixed Jurisdiction (Durham, NC, 1999).

7 New Orleans Bar Association, http://www.neworleansbar.org/join_bar.html (ac-
cessed December 30, 2003).

rneys, respectively.

Louisiana: Microcosm of a

ctural engineers. The
gical reality is the rclip
i 1

w Orleans area had the highest per capita numbéi of list-

any te (map, Maritime Attor. er 100,000

is home to the Tulane
ter, which describes itself
study of maritime law i

tion).

e Law
itution
one of only four specialist

States.”*'® New Orle?‘ strategically located

p torically complex legal e ment are manifest

in this istic.
CTURAL ProB
ew Orleans’ soft all

Is have long challenged
visible reflection of this geo-
e arrival to New Orleans of
h were built in the 1970s and
1980s, years after similar buildings arose in other mid-sized

modern skyscrapers, m

American cities. Su jects depended on new piling tech-
hard Pleistocene Epoch clays over a

¢ surface. Less visible, but much more

prevalent, is th. g problems of smaller structures, from
the natural levee to new ranch houses

old townho
23 Tulane Maritime Center, http://www.law.tulane.edu/tuexp/centers/marcent-

er/default.ht sed October 3, 2004).
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on drained swamplands. Soil subsidence afmany cities
around the world, in coastal areas, deserts, a rmer lake-
beds, where water tables have been lowemientists
sure subsidence in increasingly accurage te sing ne
of Global Positioning Systems receivers, it is a
bsiden\l m
accompapy ap,
100, 00@”:’0%
ans met an area’s

ote the high

as, Tucson, and

that would determine if New Orle
is indeed the worst in the nati
“Shoring” (House Leveling) Lis
indicates the severity of the New

problem in terms of shorin
sustained nineteen Yellow
ists, twice the absolute n
ahead of all other cities
numbers in other dese

Albuquerque.) O Brothers, has
been in business cethe 1 ,one same decade An-
toine’s Restaura ounded; operations are now
the oldest ¢ anies 1n New s. Sinking houses and

security in this city.

fine cuisine ntly make

A semitrgaica: envir e n immense inventory
old WOOdC@ngS, d a usy shipping port have
spired to make New Or e unwilling home of a@
problem. Native termites have caus

e accident arrival of inv or-
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mosan termites from East Asia, via shipping palettes unload-
uring World War II, exacerbated
victims of the annual swarms are

ed originally in Hou
the problem. Amo
the city’s most tr

ive oaks. One estimate puts the costs
| in New Orleans at $3 0,000 an-
yuthe map of “Pest and Term trol” List-

at New Or-
be explained

attributes: historic landmarks, old
houses, even its
of damage and
nually. Curio
ings per 10 opulation does not indi
leans leads the nation in this regard. Th

i § ialists are few in
e that, as bad as

roblem,

ew Orleans’ pest contr

nation
osan

1tes are now found throu e sou of the
i ‘ental United States, the cor./d higher
ers of listings of terms est cont ialists.

¢

rough the na-

OMENCLATUREU

How has New Orleans culture dif

d culture exceed
is regularly recog-
ontributions to the
ently diffused inland
nd not necessarily to

ous terﬁ'ti infestati
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com,

@ bbbl ¥ A _..:. : Fm“"
he adva ies). well the fin Number of “New Orle@mm’
m rleans| wis' ie, coupled with recen tations of Cajun sinesses.

ay be found in supermar

coofl es and restaurant ese ma underreport the true c impact of
Miami to Fairbanks. influence of New Orlean America. The words ja ole, Mardi

n American culture awa orough scholarly in- , and %Orlmm all have widespr et and are
ion, but it is safe to say ahatever its findings, t ~ sed natigmwiae, commercially and othe o signify cer-
ords jazz, Creole, and Mardi ill figure prominently i tain im ceable to the city and state that created them.
o tome. The Yellow Pages sheds some light on the u@ The s not be said for equival

the - three code words i ess names nationwide re a city advocate recently

code words for other
, “Have you heard
" Q“fﬂzz”-, “Creole™ and “  sras”-Named Businesses)
the exception of theAmSouthwest, all three ter

(
ofﬁuisine? Houston mum Indeed, few are the
r¢ raul nts named for Atlan ake City, or Newark.
found nationwide. e were equally populamw Y/ ¢ the businesses name ier,” Knickerbocker,” or
Orleans, where 10 esses used them as nam® i 03. iHeel,” save for those i na, New York, or North
“Mardi Gras” see be popular in Califo d th olina. And few are the c‘amed for the music of Den-

Northeast, whi ole” was often used in@Houst Milwaukee, or Houb

ton and spgrad throughout the nation. nce i
afic imm CoNcLUSIONS:?
ith pop No specific co ions can be drawn from these maps;

may reflect their larg
ions, which may be less fa
they were not desi test hypotheses about cultural dif-

New O imagery. The overall res erally
ferences, only twss them. But some patterns do emerge,

7 A 1992 study by geographer Cary de Wit exas and Louisiana were and what the Ye ages reveals about New Orleans is this:
among the five American states most connect’  wi ific foods, as indicated by ) ) .

their packaging labels. The other three, Calif| % ont, and Oregon, ranked popular perc can be mlf[eﬂdlng- Many cherished no-
high more for their recent specializations in he rganic foods, than for deeply tions of Ne ans’ uniqueness may not hold up to criti-

rooted, culturally based food-place associations. Cary De Wit, “Food Place Associa-

tions on American Product Labels,” Geographical Review 82 (July 1992): 323-30. itorial,” Times-Picayune, March 9, 2004, Metro section, p. 4.
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cal analyses. Genuine cultural differcntiatiom Orleans
from the rest of America started diminishi or, rather,
hybridizing) as the ink dried on the Lo Purchasgy
1803. Ever since, the forces of Amerigan
absorbed the colonial orphan into i
Crescent City today has more in co with
and Portlands and Cincinnatis tion than
Orleanians may care to recogQ, deepl
tural distinction remains; it is ab tly evid
Friday rituals, but can be s d elusiveg i

ves. And @l\ly prone to
mythologization and hy, by tho seek to profit
from its exhibition or ble the y standing next
to it. Truth is, Ne S forall i circumstances,

rules #e all modern cities

v

2

as they live out their every,

follows the sam
and societies.

“

&
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Epilogue: See the final chapter, “Hurricane Katrina and
the Geographies of Ca
Katrina tragedy may,

he,” for some thoughts on how the
erceptions about New Orleans. Re-
garding New Orle. , the Yellow Pages may become a fine

annual gauge for, e city recovers—uwhich businesses and

residents return, and when, and what t eals about
the future Ne eans.

ite Control
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"Jazz"-, "Creole"-, a ardi Gras"-Named Businesses

.S"ea'lﬂa N
. New York

Portland
Boston
' ’ hiladelphia
Q.
Q Jackson

Relative ber of Busin
or Organ with:
] "oyt Names

S0
- "Marai Gras" Na

pie chart indicates
ny of

 Size of pie chart refiects
af population size. These

®y *
Jacksonville
New Odw

Orleans" denote a certain mystic and style that have
been 1 by businesses, particularly restaurants, far beyond the
fimits ns Parish. This map shows the absolute number of
and organizations with the words “New Crieans” in their
ey listed in the Yellow Pages. Data query was conducted on
1,793 (New Orleans) Scale in Miles areas (including suburbs) for the 35 largest American
J 500 1 i cities. Analysis and map by Richard Campanella; query
through Superpages.com in December 2003.






