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Even though w@eeds had abated slightly to 145 mile-

per-hour peaks, s storm surge retained the momen-
tum of the earli egory 5 status. Gulf waters swelled ten
to thirty feet

ormal sea level, inundating two hundred

miles of coa across four states. Lake Pontchartrain’s wa-
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" When & NA{ | satellite captured this jmagc
.estroying coastal Mississip:

J a.m. Monday, August 29, Katrina’s Category 4 peak winds and residual Categoi . tidal
surge wo 2d flooding Alabama and weg " :rmFlorida v erfronts. Hundred-mile-per-hour winds howled
throi._ New Orleans, pushing floodv, ter: uphill toward the highest a_ >

a.

51 the city. /.0 wcourtesy NASA.

s ‘0 almost nine feet abovel armal, stressing the levee
sye. mpfrom all sides. The Misgaméiopt River, which gauged
at a typically low late-summer( agé of about four feet above

2a level, rose to almost sixteen feet and spilled over latezal!

re it met the swollen gu!Sin lower Plaquemines Parish.

NEw Orleans, seawater st| :#£d .o find its way into the {7
shaped metropolis fromgvarious origins, some splashirfy s
levees, some breachin 17 jugh or possibly beneat!™ Jges.
Rainfall augmented glgp rising tide, and northerly wiad ! lew
it southward, uphil; foyvard the Mississippi Rive;

Noise out frfat Iarina reports that a shuttef v

Yown off,
but I can selpa.ac., or worry in her eyes. I peer 6. 5ne unshus
tered doorgmd sc o my horror, flood waterd iiv. ving up Con-
gress Strd ¢ ¢ levels I had never expected on '
land. A sen.

evacuation because I was confident our p;

relatively high
Cprofound anxiety sweeps foe doe: I hafwt sic
hity to the cred Df
the nature levee, coupled with the [ urd \ ¥s of our nineteenth-
century home, would protect us fro. Whatl flood and wind. Bur

there they were, right outside our window, the waters of the Gulf

Mexico, c(vwinng up six feet above the nor. 3 level of the
a1, seven fee.. Wght feet, up the steps of thl sir \'s wood-frame
homes. W

vy about the house, hoisting W-oything of value

upon tavlé_ind beds. I return to gauge the floodwaters: they
coyer (2 the three bricks of the nd_Sbhors flower garden. If
they "W the top brick, I decide, {88 pur cue to head to the

atd 2. Were going to be one of those | e ic “roof people” one sees

or Wl news. Just last night, we W, expressed skepticism at an

wtigative reporters suggestid_\tol oring an ax to the attic to
ahap a hole to the rooftop. Mel dramatic, we thought at the time.
But now, I seek that ax.

As the waters rise, 1 { v 1o tonvince myself that my decision
to remain in New Orleans .."s not an emotional one, made with
a clenched fist and a fapatical dedication to place, but rather a
rational one, based i ¢ afy and reason. The emergency manage-
ment officials, I felt,” [¥.ge success and failure in dealing with
hurricanes by orlvA . brutally coarse, extremist measure: sur-
viving versus perishivg. They care not one scintilla about all the
other incremf v reasures of successfully making it through a
storm: being pre it to minimize structural damage, to mitigate,
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to respond to conditions before they develop i s, to take
corrective action to protect important papers an essions, and
afterwards, to guard against looters. These , while mg
in the larger scheme of things, are LIF appen.

ing—pretty major in the larger scheme ¢ ys—is % s
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piers, AND that evacuation ofign entails a pote, angerous
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big mistake.
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white surface coating of the Superdome and broke two six-

foot holes in the roof@sifying the thousands of frightened

refugees within the ened and sweltering interior.

1 check our vehiciloutside; they are about to be engulfed.
The truck HAD [ zen| wfe in its original position, but in my effort
to save the stupia cou cover, I inadvertently m@ to a more
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We sleep soundly. Whe ake, 5:30 p.m., Katrina has
passed. We are alive; th;@is intact and appears to have a
roof; the floodwater rece a half-block. We are euphoric! It
was wise to stay after,

from the house, as
take a sight-seein

L, I think smugly. We emerge gingerly

neighbors. Marina and I decide ro
to Jackson Square. Roughed wup, the
neighborhood is ntact. Trees and limbs down, chimneys
ard gutters everywhere, and occasionally seri-

a structural collapse. I snap a photograph of
the shredded French Market pavilion, where

in streets, lami
ous roof da
Marina in
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she makes her living. Like the French Quart damaged
but not nearly destroyed. Ursuline Convent ed perfectly

when viewed from the riverside, but from % Street, w

saddened to see that its massive chim
250-year-old Norman hull roof: It is re .
Jackson Square stands sturdily; St. Lo

unscathed. We return in the dark .
teenth anniversary of when we
‘romantic” candlelight dinner. 2

will be up and running withing week. That ni,
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magnificently. A neighb
howls like a coyote.
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the water level of coniiecting dr and navigation canals
within the
the high, stur
lakefront,

rugated ste

er wi r dykes reinforced with car-

et pili sed in thick concrete

‘These inner ys were lined not wit
hen be protect the riverfront ans
walls, designed to Withstang up to Category 3 conditio
They g to be akest link in the city’s defenses in
the fa Catego storm. In some cases, @red
thz@ cascaded bver the floodwalls and under their
ons unti concrete toppled and water

Hqu
fhway the
gh the al and shifted a layer of sgft peaty soil, de-

ying rom beneath. Sometime‘day, possibly

ven befor ina arrived but certainl te morning, a

reach ﬂed on the Orleans Patish m?the 17 Street

al,l | Lakeview. This majcbnormally drained

“f both Jefferson and Or

mulated within their b

base. In others, water ma e seeped

va arishes when rain-
s; now, with the pumps
le and the lake higher e city, the three-hun-
dred-foot opening sent a turb@lume of brackish wate!
clusively into the Orleans Paiwsn basin. The middle

violently, even as s fiercest winds roared

Q::ad. Mid-City and ot
Bank followed. Aroula
e Industrial Canal, da
ter eastward into the le ver

rish. Word of the impe

those who remained e

-cla
twentieth-century @of Lakeview flooded ﬁrsw i

ow-sea-level areas on t
ame time, a barge was
to have broken loo

ga
inth

floodwall and sen
‘Ward and St. Be
had not yet re

city. \
orning, August 30, 2005: 0 plus orle.

Tue
arise ear ike downtown. Miracul e publi
in the French Market still operate; [ placm greatly
relatives. The CBD, like the French, is disheveled every-
where and seriously damaged spor_ but otherwise gener-

ally intact. I check on the assets of my workplace and colleagues,
and am surprised to see floodwaters pooled right up ro St. Charles

isaste
in the
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historic
nstruction,
suffered at

b, ghborhood’s relatively

d high structural den
least some damage: here, «
convent’s 250-year-old roof. Photograph

2005.
Avenue. Even more s to over
not here yesterday. . Spirited ne

where we make 7, and clea

radio, we hear a ation fo

ing news: a s broken

lining the t Canal rleans/efferson parish li
The break is v.the Orle ide; the bowl is filling up,

euphoit s gone. Withi ours, so is the tap water,
the gas. oht is ink and sweltering. Gunshots,

or, August 29, .

t these waters were ¢

eless, I return home,

n the battery-powered
ter downtown. Distress-
kefront levee, but o

occasi
More canal lev reached, all entirely wit East
of Orleans Parish: three on the Industrial Canal, flood-
th sides Ninth Ward and urbani . Bernard
ish, and the London Avenue inundating
lakesid rbs of the Seventh, Eigh inth wards.
Gulf sto e also entered the easter polis directly
via the sippi River-Gulf Outlet Canal, which deeply

i in St. Bernard Par-
ns of eastern New
indy disaster of Ka-
cedented proportions.

eraux, Chalmette, and
extremely low-lying s
he levee breaks turne
i’ to a watery catastroph
se few feet of elevation th entiated the topography
ew Orleans impercepti e naked eye now dramati-
y spelled the difference n survival or destruction of
ntire neighborhoods. Cj remaining lakeside of roughly
the St. Charles/Rampart laude corridor (historically the
“back of town”), with the minor exception of the Metairie/
Gentilly Ridge an

their steamy attics

an-made lakefront, were forced to
iling rooftops to await rescue by air
or boat. Mean social unrest was breaking out down-

town. Looting, imes out of genuine need for food and

water, other r opportunistic thievery or sheer vandal-
ism, was so ant that already overwhelmed police and
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| L. pwater frg'a breach in the 17th Street .l levee
Slled the bov i’/ d ring and after the hurricane, flooding up

| to st. Charlem*venue (foreground) in the CBI: At the time this
| 10t of € er _reet was taken—8 a.m. the 1. ing after the
storm—mos._vople thought their ordeals"  aver. In fact, it

i had only “egun. Photograph by author.

poligiciai- i cnerally paid it lip servic: " Iyignored it entirely.
Officiaic lled for the immediate ¢ g tion of the 50,000
i1} 390 people who remainedg s the city, but no mecha-
1. pwere in place to do so, norzgsre wny immediately on the
way. Crowds of the poorest cit eny 'which numbered about
10,000 in the Superdome Sunday night, swelled to as man
15,000 at the damaged stadium and at the Morial C&:
vef.don Center, both of { hicl were completely unprey
for the crush of thirstyshunigry people. Scenes stereod) nf.
of Haiti or Banglades! /11 all the ugliest of conng® Wans,
played out in dowpggewn New Orleans and were [r¢ad cast
worldwide. Elders' t1¢ infirm, and children s fered the
most; some yourha caploited the chaos, lootigs, Uiawlings
and shooting at a’cf ¢ workers.

Wednesday Wrning: Katrina plus two. £ 0 Sriorities anc
sense of Y wui hift. My wallet is useless; there's
things. Wa.
all else. We learn to bathe with sixteen our
the runoff—useful to flush the roild "1
uptown campus of Tulane Universi,_ya.sel n-mile trip that usu-
ally takes thirty-five minutes but now takes ninety, for the fallen
trees and sagging wires. The return trip takes even longer, because

0 stores to"vuy
hat which we had stored 1€, spreasuresd Nt yor

1d struggle 1o _ve
‘v to my office on the
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people call me over to their porches and press me for information
on how to leave town (
tion), on where the R
haven’t seen them),

scent City Connection is the only op-
Cross or FEMA has set up (don’t know;
why they haven't issued shoot-to-kill orders
for looters (consengiminey better soon), or to beg me for water
(sorry buddy, goi_wor). Ragged families roam % gieets, along
with the derayged,and the opportunistic, who 555 nd 0 be enjoy-
ing the chaos. The ity looks markedly worse 1 it did yesterday
morning. We hear a rumor that water is d._Wable at the Con-
vention [(Syeter, and head down there to tigate. It is nearly
riotousfy we icave hurriedly, as night fiils s nother sweltering,

windlganight under the Milky Way. £
hou d 1 loneliness on Monday nig:

ueighbor’s dog, which
uiw cries itd If ve death.
Wuing depled i D ack-up
Cai L) supply, shrieks wildly, she king us oufapt bec: 01 hack it
bl with an ax.

L mat night, the house alarm,

2 h with heli-
anly when Lake
Pontchartrain’s high witers drained 47 %ciently back into
the Gulf of Mexico o ‘lnesday ¢ Srater ceased to enter
the city, allowing fggets ymakeshiftl e/ a’ of the levees. With

Katrina’s winds los

wh Q& eet Canal

copter-drops of sand failed utterly. It ;

Efforts to plug the ©

gone and th@fpodwaters no longer ris-
w h a third crisis: social

ing, New Orlea s/nfw grappl

disintegratid’ WPolice had to /fMsalic off search-and-rescue
missions ¢ *_ pillaging® 4d chaos. Stranded crowds s -
T
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L ‘\'
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The concave nor' &/«  of the Hyatt Regency Hotel, where many
guests and resident/ .1ad “vertically evacuated,” bore the brunt
of Katrina’s /6 wrly winds. City leaders, who established a
command p s’ b re, reported a tornado breaking out at the
peak of thamtorin. Photograph by author, August 30, 2005.
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and onto interstates and bridges, in sear
to the hell below. The line between
blurred in the eyes of over-stressed

leading to ugly confrontations an
Buses to evacuate the desperatg
in coming; the very first were & : n on in New York
Wednesday. The shocking specta
society coming apart at the sgams, within t
wealthiest and most powerf;

as lead story worldwide, r

Thursday: Katrina
mayhem downt

ow.
Snipers. Looting. jes. The
the eves and peo rowning i
and furious local take to
federal respo r lack thereofi
troops? And the Re

Aaron Bro nd Neg O
high-level o with tears. Marina and I p

s have flooded up to

own homes. Frazzled

Jefferson Parish Preside,
s Mayor Ray Nagin excori

escape tomorrow at dawn and begin preparing the route,

tion refuges, I initi
the phone in the
stalls in the Fr
North Caroli
cities of certain_contacts. They later pass 1
rs of the Internet rother, who tracks down

ion on ea broadcast throug%& [ call, catch him nea

. for d@ weeks. num en

ac in Nashville is finall,

ree. Rep the radio tell of ich she communicates throuN
s conditi the Superdome. h her, I learn of anothe

dial them, one by o

on Gravier Street,
cony. In this manner,

irwaves to denounce the blished. Each out-of-staic /
s FEMA? W}Jﬂ’e are téfgfﬁagey gftragedy ﬂfldp ﬂd€m0nium-
they unfold barely a

me to get out, and
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cording to the only source of information we have: the heroic
broadcasters at WWL
Needing to contact

who are heard across the spectrum.
eagues but ignorant of their evacua-
ntricate web of communications from
Market, even as looters sack the gated

Vegetable section. I ca rother in
get the answering machin 2y parents
, and relay to them the nd probable

phone numbers
one, retrieve the

il a connection with
m report oéatm,
il to all 7 oLeagues.
ifth-floor

up to the
ion are rees-

lleague st.
nd by ho

of com

ing televised
while, have yer

he events, even as

Katrina’s one-hundred-mile-per-ho

extreme examples. Water caused mucii greater damage to below-sea-level areas, de
by author, August 31-September 1, 2005.

: pears to be one of@st hell,
'-."‘ ElL <H ) % | e B :
t J u '

accounted for most of the damage to above-sea

structural collapses in the CBD (up # on Magazine Street (upper right), and on m
g

el neighborhoods in New Orleans. These
Street uptown, represent some of the more
some neighborhoods entirely. Photographs

»
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As darkness fell on Au| s |
late-arriving suppli®s.anc ses. Two davs i

sun-drenched platfor..
catastrophe, and  __.vcrs worldv
among the strandec

1, victims/ »ar of them recently rescued’ 'y helicopter, assembled on Inic.

‘ween the I .. rleans Centre and the Supsaan._. By this time, the Katrina dis.
Yegan to remark openly ab‘ u/ «  overwhelming prepor’ _..
tims. Photd. 2phs courtesy FEMA and Associate

anad ~waited

te 10 (le
downtown crowds, in ¢ ° < ¢ and almost no food or wa er, still awaitad res 2 on the

r had grow... "o a watery
= of poor A" an Americans
ress.

I cycle b \wto my office i .
data disk. I am > Jpped reneaté !

point submd pir \guns af ny fils but nevertheless allow meg

to retrieve an important
by men in uniform wi
my way. Yet " lrby are o cers and even joggers, farl [ 1
uptown faces I have known for years. Surreal. Returning, 150¢
littered Napoleon Avenue. It laaks like
W0 75 drive the wrong way os oncway

evacuels 150 g up alo).
Mardi_G1s. Elsewhi

strg 15t dod no onel ares. A man calmly and methadic:ily ar-
range. pots and pans v Latch the runoff of an afiel 100, drizzle,
as i Jwere par{ o] v “daily routine. Another burns vur branches
to-Jast a slab_of " Fat in the middle of the steet. Through the
hirsty, hopeless

veople, peopie. o have been desperately pol, Jneenerations and
pe, p V4 )y PO’ TG

Duarter, [p 55 o ld-eyed, zombie-like people

who noy ant| ipate, at best, intensified mi i and at worst, an
undbgnific Lieath. On Bourbon Street. wstopped by a chisel-
Jaued, ol Je-cut, no-nonsense NOPD\_ 4+ brandishing a sub-
1 ac W Gun; he blocks my path ai \asks where I am heading.
G Wwhe words don’t come out camuuniingly. He repeats them
and stumbles again, and again. | < si s, exasperated and a little
wmbarrassed. “I am heading back to my house in Bywater.”,

ver deliberately, enunciating exaggeratedly while suppressiy_
latighter. He waves me ol ulth his submachine gun. Suf =7
That night, in steamy haat, we make last-minute prepars
Jfor our escape, tomorrol £ C 30 a.m., when there is jud’ Wyugh
light to evade brokepgglass and nails but not enough’ i a'lers
and thugs to risk as_i tr murder. We worry that g < partially
flooded vebicles might inalfunction, that carjackergyeigr. attack)
that the Crescenl_ 20l Connection escape route nf 7hi. .
another fals.
For the fifdimeon my life, I sleep with a £ otgi 1 next to g
bed, shel v died.

ve to be
wor. Gunshots shatter the steaza. resfl'ss nigh

Crises began to multiply and intei’. & what startc™ s
a disaster that turned into catast/ ,pl Syras now starting to
look like an apocalypse. Bandits' 3d af ‘horities engaged in
shoot-outs from streets and rooftops. Gas bubbled up from

floodwaters and burned like a scene in hell. Fires broke out

citywide, which firefighters could neit 2ach nor douse.
An anguished Mayor ¥hgin, his city 40 e darkest moment
of its history and see abandof= ¥y the nation, issued
a now-famous “deggpss » S.0.S.” b [h' world via an emo-
tional interview @ WL radio. n't tell me 40,000 peo-

ple are coming K+ " e raged; & it ie nor here. It’s too dog-

gone late. NU et off your a

fix the big
Federal respoi W in the fo

ana‘do something, and let’s
s wdamn crigh g the history of this country
of armed troops, supplies, bus

es, mef{gal attention, andMpast importantly, communid ¢

and coc < ption, final() flefan to trickle in late Thug ao Bl
would® % a full gf “to shree days before they could scc Hize
the & yas crative | ymar conditions in the ravagdi =y (80

percent of which was under water), and evacuate all rugees

i Iauston olmlsewhere. By this time, pundits and the na-

<ond press sgff tee Lo remark openly about( .iiyhad been
ently obvigus® 2 all viewers: that the vast " ority of the
o “ople studii ythe cauldron of the calagf i, Wwere poor and
black. A£.. nal conversation, conducte tones ranging

from catci ' explanation to righteous indignation, ensued
about poverty, history, and N& \Orleans society. The
disast psurned-catastrophe-turnedgmpocalypse was now be-
cofing a troubling commentary { 3/ul America. That night,
FE A4 director Michael D. Bi

an national television that { ¢ U'S. government, the most

= pronounced unequivocal-

nawerful and technologicallt faavanced institution on earth,
had first learned just a few ho' W earlier that thousands of its
citizens were stranded wi G+ provisions at the Convention
Center—a widely reportc: i tuation that had been develop-

ing for two days.

Friday: Katrina y «s"our. [ half-awake to the distant sounds
of reveille at the nusba Navy Base. Moments later, the house be-
gins to shake. Shell> wolently. We both jump out of bed, panicky.
<he house! I pump a shell into the shotgun and
run to the sc.2é i loor. The shaking continues: cant be a gang;

A gang is chanf

got to be @8 Vwado. But stars shine in the pre-dawn sky; it is
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cloudless. A rumble reverberates off the centurymﬁops, even the “LOOTERS WILL BE SHOT" graffiti scrawled all over its
as the shaking subsides. Oh God, I think, the have failed, walls by the owners. dicated schizophrenics, heroin ad-
and water is crashing through the streets. m it. We fr, dicts, and other den societys cellar eye us crazily as we
shattered out of our sleep by an inexpli tmare, stip down Decatur ross Canal Street, into the CBD, and
shotgun in hand. But no water arrive%he revN 5 finally, the on-ra e Mississippi River Bridge. Emotions
subside. Bewilderment. Then, an omn&u reflects" “the rear build as we ris the Mississippi River. I¥ispe beautiful
gable of a neighbors house. So i reball—songubing ex- morning; the giyscape below appears as specm/” ever, save
ploded upriver. I check my watc¢5 a.m. Jor the ugly oke spewing from AJs. descend into
We urge the minutes by. Six-t: s L aisturbingly the deserted Bank and head toward ouge, we leave
chipper Baton Rouge-based radiq host announcg i chemical behind Qm’ city in ruins and begi cond half of our
plant might have exploded in oy Oreans. Great, lives, with the grief that thoum;on thousands of
so now were breathing toxic 1 g en care; beats our ng s fared far worse than u.
the hell out of drowning. 252 710 and start pack- ) Q )
ing. While Marina hol, loai the car with our would agree that H‘ atriga after-
most important file, ' ning constantly Mmks as the single n'lost &]—, phe New Or-
for criminals. O emerges a familiar istory. It was Cf:rtam e‘ﬁrst: , deluges,
face, a taciturn ¢ had departed, with fires leveled the city, ally in tmtecnth cen-
his wife, the g sk you a big favor, spanned ozen blocks

» 1o — but that was when
e

nd its population numbered a few tho Crevasse flood-

stammers, g er of words we exchang

ing inundated the ba{swamp thro t the nineteenth

over the pastdue . rrow your truck?” I try o i

arrange alilaaties: an' e with us in the car: we century, most 51gn1f in 1849 at W‘aS when Fhe

squeeze both ¥ leaving without my m 0@ backswamp was ju vacant ds' behind the city.
~five. Lives on Bartholemew Street. Got i various years (yellow

ouseful of folks who 7&@2’ to
downtown is edgy. A flagmiire” could and socially, but brou
" Broken glass! Watch tha I There

ity streets and wrought

e close to the Katrina d@The

¢ ‘hieves immediately after looting started
plex erupted in a giant fireball, sucking
, fueled by gas tanks ignited by an unknown
photo at right was captured four weeks later.

The owners of A)’s Warehouse on reet in Bywater scrawled warnings to wo
breaking out downtown. Thirteen [ Hu r the photograph at left was taken, the e
oxygen through the neighborhood ng houses a mile away. The plume of blac
source, was visible from space for days arterward. The ruins were still smoldering wh

Photographs by author, September 1 and 28, 2005. w

»

Katrina did in 2005),

ivil War profoundlﬁ

inirastructure. The 1927 @
o rearranging the citysc t

d. The hurricanes of 191 7,
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V1
" as a major American me
g damaged, its populati

: N
o i . :
ouses” or “post-Katrina pei i
say «..tebellum townhouse” n
e
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Hurricane Katrina and the Geographies of ophe

destroying almost

Industrial Czhnal, source of th ouwaters, appears in the
background hoto belo e oil slicks and bubbling
gas eruptions. graphs couit ssociated Press and FEMA

August 30,

we will refer to “pre-

s” in the same way we

Within days of the storm, t e “pre-K” and “post-K”
ted popping up in conversations.) Katrina may al
d as a major nation rical milestone. Never be

is been so widely and sey

and infrastructure so entally wrecked. Add
outrage of the gov s befuddled response, t

of the criminal loddl g the sheer magnitude o

suffering, and iliating spectacle of a
ing to pieceg be e eyes of a shocked wor
seems ass ting infamy in the nati

c

Ge
lently a

ically, Katrina looms just as
ically, it transformed the
a way exacerbated by three hundred y

with the deltaic environment. It the built environ-

ment to such an extent that vast | tban/ tpanses will have to

be scraped to the ground, reconceived;, and constructed anew.

It thoroughly diffused and rearranged spatial distributions of
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every imaginable phenomenon, not within years or decades,
but within hours or d trina’s effects will remain evident
in the cityscape, su dramatically, for generations, and

will forever alter es’ perceptions of New Orleans as a

place. q
LANDSC RANSFORMATIO}”
Katrina s (as well as those of Hu Rita, which
er 23) upon

re-opened Kirlna—damaged levees on S

ndscape and cityscape ot evenly dis-

track and south

a stward a
d

north-

a week. The
the St. Charles/

tbellum race relationsdy

. - &5
e

e woes of wind, flood, and Q
e ¢ veets and lack of water pressure, firefighters and

ally managed to prevent la{;e-scale conflagrations.
s and warehouses burn &: Bywater/Marigny
; below, a half-dozen histesicai nouses burn across

Avenue from the floo@tre Dame Seminary.

aphs courtesy LouisianasDE FEMA, September 2-4,

-y
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iew by then had alrea
rchitecturally significa

early 20th-century suburbs buil e swamps were drained. aphs courtesy FEMA and a DEQ,

u
i)~nmany particularly in Slidell, stroyed, dozed

&

Qom th,
m blitera at its texture in post

cted much of the historj
barely. Lowlands of t

districts fr
East Bank view, Central City, the lak

of the Seventh and Eighth wards, all of the Ninth War

cept fe oric B eastern New Orleans beyond the
Indus anal, an St. Bernard Parish—s er-
ribmthern Pl es Parish not only lost f its

ironmen some of its very land akeside

Rampart/St. corridor, It is safe to say th

odwatel ;" thaug leans cityscape will

under water as of

remains partially
as above sea level,
Y cal architecture and

home to most of,

cause of deep a lasting flood damage.
ts Interst “Twin Spans” lifeline to all points west get de and ho et replaced (if at all)
da inoperable. Coastal issippi, which topic gffyintense pass.onate debate in the mo d
ad socia economically interacte ew Orleans year. me. SI uld | le lowest-lying areas be it or
ag'y 1700s to the early 200 so rigorously returned to swa marsh, to serve a triplem;e as
i Wrial photographs retenti reas, wildlife habitat, and Katrina memorial
resen~vet sawdust. In effect, estroyed or dam- % Shoul i
ntire historical French glal Gulf Coast, from raise the |
nville established the
first Gutpost in 1699, to Mobi

iloxi, to New Orlean ~
ven cities at the fringes of th. er colonial Gulf Coas up the
hez and Pensacola, felt the effects of the storm.

prings, where Iberville a

abric? What about roads, rails, parks, schools,
districts—is this an op'ortunity to create an

[r.

fe place, or to recreate ar place that is less

? Will people return, a , who, when, where,

t input should they etermining the future

, d
: . e e I LA , s - aa
= = : B et 'ﬁeir lost neighborhoods?
: - / - i -, . — ; a

ill property ownership
na compensation be handl@d, =4 should renters and own-
have equal say in decid e future of a neighborhood?
Xhat will the architect like: economical track hous-
ing like other cities, or New Urbanism” designs, such

as those executed at the former St. Thomas Housing Project,

which replicated (o ps caricatured) the look and feel of
historic New Orle uld old Creole vernacular building
traditions be p e? Is there a place for Modernism and
bold new ideas? ding the metropolis: is it worth the ex-
Flooding in the St. Roch neighborhc ing toward the river pense of pro from future storms? If so, should Dutch-
and CBD. A fire burns in the distance. Photograph courtesy style seawall oodgates be installed at the mouth of Lake

Associated Press.

&
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inadvertently exacerbating hurricanes’ effects through
ing the river, channeliggsthe marshes, excavating can
s on such a vulnerabl
1t levees along the Missi
r than hurricanes wou

O
/

Q‘hen again, had man

f New Orleans’
roughly around
of town. Most
ted and destroyed.
m the 1-10 overpass.
, 2005.

Searching for living a
historic above-ground
sea level, neither i
flooded, but non

ory-5-strength levees a
historical areas alone

saved as a i te, ing a once-great metropa'
into a “bou , gentry, and staff? The
tions are_endless, the answers are controversial, the stakes
gh, an ritory ahead is all unch .
t00 S00 sess the impact of Katri ita
g-erodi sinking marshes of coast iana.

t makes this much is cl Loui-

ty hi
uare miles of coastal wetlanus since the

e the storms and their sbges would have

ad the MR-GO Canal een excavat-

have been de-
athway into the metrggol ern fringe, and
spared. Had the

~“Crnard Parish might hay,
anal not been dug in t s and 1920s, other
. Bernard plus most of

I t
inth Ward would have
d dry. Indeed, to call

to ignore man’s complicity ovi

and 1960s, gulf surges

ast three hundred years

, alas, building New

springtime river floo
the city annually.
surge still would

e wetlands never eroded, rm
tered the city via lakes ne and
Pontchartrain. igation and other econdigi
not been tende@ew Orleans would not |
a great met*l d had New Orleans n cndle

it proba u guished

fascina it became. To question sdom of,
Orleans’ sitini,, makes for interesting b it hately
cussion: most of the world’s hum ion resides onor

oised to exploit the

ot have evolved into th

near potentially dangerous water [ bd
attractive economic opportunities by convenient geo-

graphical situations. Only secondary regard was paid to site

a “natural” disaster ‘
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worthiness when these coastal communities were founded.
New Orleans offered
a lousy set of possib,

tacular geographical situation but
s, from which Bienville selected the
least problematic. rleanians are paying the price today

for this inferior si e more than others), but they reaped

splendid benefi any years prior (some than oth-
ers) for this ding situation.
Initial ion of satellite imagg’ Wadicates that

southeastern ] ouisiana marshes have be nsively blown

nd piled inland, blocki ricate networks
bays and rearranging t rology and geog-

region. Katrina and Ri southeastern Loui-

s, equa four

e bad
=T&elatively

er needed

t 118 square miles of

e areas, par-

Lake Leary,

1

nearly a half-century of land loss tra

in a matter of 9
hours. Barrier islands been batter ered, or obliter- #
ated; roads and encl en cann be found as points

coastal restoration °

paired. Ye
research and pla reconsidered: Are the
i visioned to replenish~
te? Should river levees

must be
s and si
ines Parish, or should w
wermost Mississippi to

too little
flow %lly, rebuildi shes quickly with no ®
human ling? Wilt's| ¢ ping concerns and the 0
rebuchs like “mpfe and Venice trump the an
buts and ch ral solution? Katrina m@ un-

normous and complex decisic''s await

thinkable plausible.
‘ ions for the

ian, with tremendous impli

of reference, let a

various river,

=y

the marshes

maintain

1te an

e of Lou

storic Bywater (beyond view at extreme
Ward flooded heavily during Hurricane
again during Rita twenty-five days later.
reground is Florida Avenue at the Press

right), the entir
Katrina, and h
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A Glir

Hustrat refugees  settled
‘ 450 samples extracted by
ennett 40,000 messages posted o
Internet " Those mentioning home
and new locations are shown here.
does n ent a scientific sampling,

ndercounts s-educated refugees and
Tikely
ennett of el

immediately

et messages. Data courtesy L

refuge, | sed’on a survey of Internet-pos
gnificant because they

yse of the Post-Katrina Ne

sed with permission; map by R. iampanedla.
Katrina &undreds of thousands Orleanians nationwide. Th dea of where some evac nd
e lists” (which significantly undercount po ess-educated people). The dj ¢ rsion
ere New Orleanians may ttle, and how New Orleans-based culturat traits

piled by Laurie Bennett

rleans
spora

o) N :
* Home cities of 1.4 sampled : «

e locations/’ sed

attern
m’ : Map by author based on
‘ L REDISTRIBUT
atial patterns of just abo
ena—demographics, housin

imaginable phenom-
, business locations,

ora and fauna—were likely d, scrambled, disperse :
o literated by Katrina. Within ten days, Orleans Pa

00, then to antebellum
to French colonial lev

lation declined fro

QZf about 100,000, and g

few thousand. The m amental spatial distrib )

casioned by the stor, he extent and location en-

suing inundations e they caused the mostp idespread
and severe struc mage and will dictate
borhoods get ed, who will be least li eturn,
where new/{¥ s will emerge, and wha re
man geo %ew Orleans will look

In tional discussions that playec i
late sum d early autumn of 20@\
mentators and social activists came

the poor bore the brunt of the p a deluges via their

, and that wealthier
residents evaded the destruction by monopolizing the en-

residential relegation to the low

s near the
ew Orlea-

elow the poverty line ar an American,

@-to-one relationship between income and el-
evatio y took on racial impliilons: wealthier whites
al\#xed on higher ground

blagls were excluded to the low@and suffered accord-
i ble, Ethnic Geography

t of the inundated area

the alle

ared well; poorer

.1 1 the accompanying a
-Katrina Flooding, the
days after the storm (s maximum spatial extent)
ten days afterwards (sl Wing the most persistently and
eeply flooded areas) w erlaid on 2000 census data of
four primary ethnic/racups, at the block level. We see
that, in fact, ethnic and racial diversity predominated in the
flooded areas, thou e groups did indeed suffer dispro-
portionately. Consi
of Orleans, Jeff
residences (51
about half re

than the tot

white nem

the contiguous, urbanized portions
and St. Bernard parishes, half of white
) were initially flooded, and of them,
flooded ten days later. They suffered less

ulation, although the mostly middle-class
ood of Lakeview bore the fiercest brunt of
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the worst levee breaches, and mostly working ¢ < W white St.
Bernard Parish remained flooded deeply and p{ stently and
was partially re-flooded by Hurricane Ritaf A ridan Amerigims
suffered in greater proportions than the t¢ Fpopulatiof gh1¢
significantly more than whites: two-thara ¢ black {c7 ¥ gnces
were initially flooded, and of them,& yaggering Wpercent
remained under water ten days | ign black pggalations
in the low-lying lakefront and aster  suburbs, :djal ent to
multiple levee breaches, coupled wiiii the fact thgat thie mostly
white populations of (also lgw-lying) Jefferg n rarish hap-
pened to avoid levee breaches,_a sount for thase Gisparate fig-
ures. (Why these groups setti i in these pf it ris is explained
earlier in this book.) Hit haracst of all paioiiiy-black neigh-
borhoods was the Nind' \'a'd, which g -adl les the Industrial
Canal and enduredpmuicie breachas twiyonce from Ka-
trina and again from

of the Seventh W

! The high black Creole population
Yand lakesid? ariceastern suburbs sug-
gests that magy members of this eullic group may disperse
forever, depri* o the Creole €1t 7| = a self-identifying Creolg
population. Agian“and Higpanilt'lesidences were affected
rates rough| . col imenst tte w1 the total population, bg
than the black communit; " 1 slightly worse than the {n'te
commu#ity. Many of the Asian-ancestry residences that sur-
homes to Vietnamese A@sicans

fered {3 r¢ flooding
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living in the low-elevation Versailles neighborhood in extreme
eastern New Orleans @chapter earlier in this book).

In New Orleang
persistently flooded Sixty-eight percent of blacks (the largest

aper, 61 percent of all residents were

racial group), 43@mcent of whites, 53 percent of Hispan-
ics, and 72 per( mt/ f Asians occupied housgfiads that ex-
perienced lopgrterm flooding. As was the caiifigf the entire
metropolitai_are’, the effects of the floodf " ¥ rleans Parish
were not proportionally distributed am{ jythe various ra-

cial grogmp, but neither were they ovd® elmingly focused
on anyfl ae group: African Americans ta/ 45 up 67 percent of
the pagKairina population and 7647 *ent of flood victims;
whi s o ide up 28 percent of the | ¥ 1/ ition and 2( | “rcent
ofhe tlood victims. For Hispaip,and Asifins, thi tigures
e . to 3 percent for both stz stics.

it is important to nosmshacthe above fig Jes do not
ebresent persons literallf crapp  in flood vz ¢fs, but rather
where people of various U ounds livea #2000, relative
to which areas flooded in 2005. The fi u. also do not re-
flect who evacuated ariywho remainec ) the city for the
aftermath, though it s"painfully /0" Was that the poorest
people, almost exd 28 ly black, rer yhaed stranded in the

worst circumstanfc 1n the highd Cii imbers.

'Y
puriiated by Surge
I Height of £

5 ‘Sw-amp :

Katri ood Depths and Imm
. &

{ in reater New Orleans
I q

31, 2005

[\ B feffersan P Light to Maderate
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to the naked eye now dramatically

likely be partially bulldozed. Map and analysis by author.
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7th, 8L

As the levee breaches flooded the 1 :tr{ e s, the few feet of elevation that differentiated in¢ .opography of New Orleans imperceptibly

all< "the difference between survival or destru’ .
areas shaded blue in this map will provably be salvaged, those areas in yellow are i ¢ u¢stion, and those areas in brown and red will
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of entire neighborhoods. While most of the
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The epic diffusion of New Orleanians wake of chosen for them—usually refugee centers. The diffusion pat-
the catastrophe represented one of the lar ass reloca- terns are significant e many refuge destinations may
tions of Americans since the Civil War. reds of t become permanen ents. Until official censuses are
sands of residents of all ages, classes, ities we taken, they may b ed through FEMA data on refugee
rooted and scattered nationwide, ca ith t r debit card usag gh post office forward addresses, or
cultural traditions, New Orleans-b orld VN es through sampli niques based on Inter, stings, as
of place, and searing personal e ces. They ned shown in thegitcompanying map, A Glimps e Post-Ka-
by thousands of Mississippi t refuge after trina New Diaspora.

south- ther locations
the first

class since

Hurricane Rita in late Septem settle permanently in th

western Louisiana refugees. -based customs

niazation” of Ba-
est city in
velop a ew

. This diaspora d e tra-
nd historically ill be intr gumbo
e patterns were, of musician hefs have

a
restaurants
les. Not all

uated criminal

large-scale mobilization of y see, for example, the

hich became Louisian e weeks

can life beyond New
may prove to be o

significant aspec

course, anythin er families dispersed

earlier, indepgndently in their icles, to places of their

choosing. T ought with

inancial and technologi

cal wherewi ettlement cities.

d wergghette Cquipped to find adequ

temporary g an il, » networks of support that violent New

levels. Poorer tamilies di ter, usually en masse, aft

storm’s gtrike and calamitous aftermath, dependent on gov- Nearly ever

the met P s scattered for at least

urces. They ended up aces a short time,an nce; how " av will return will play

-

itk i i s, APprOXIME Hispan

hy of Post-Katrin ng "'%/; o b
five residents, and is distributed ral hin census at August 31, 2|':|05 e
based on NOAA, LGIC-LSU, and '

ions; demographic data from 2000 U.S. Census. Note: \rﬁhier
wag much deeper and far more ng in some areas than

>rtain groups suffered disproportionately.
looded immediately after the storm, 50
ained flooded ten days later, 65 percent

inantly, though not overwhelmingly, African

zed the human geography of the flooded reg
polis (which was 44 percent black in 200
ose households were black. Of those

nd most persistently flooded areas were p

&

Although ethnic and racial diversity
Of those residences in the tri-par
percent of the pre-Katrina occup
were black, indicating that the deep
American. Map and analysis by author.
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Ethnic Geography of Pot“-Katrina Flooding
Initiallv F =~ .ed Pop 1’2 .on Pers® tei.dy Flooded Population
New Orleans Residentia, | »aulation’>f he "es with Residen.. il population of homes with
Metro Area regard to, 1aximum gnau. 2xtent of “:g. d to areas still flooded on
Group flaag, August 31, 705, September 8, 2005
Fi oded | / /Not Flooded | Flooded ">t Flooded
All Residents 574,198 (58%) 413,384 (42%) 397,048 (40%) < 134 (60%)
(988,182) -
Whites 256,125 I 244 549 121,262 379,410
(900,672) O/ of whit. (49% of whites) (24% of whites) /6% of whites)
Blacks 286,08 ! 143,511 257,375 1725527
(429,902) , (67% of b© "s5) (33% of blacks) a (60% of blacks* (40% c k' a xs)
. &8 10,97, 9,240 167312
Asians (25.552) T (579, qeasiim | (43% of Asiarl®) (36% of Asians' (6% o1 Msians)
Hispanics 2,450 20600 11.920 37,912
(49,342) | (58% of ., anics) | (42% of Hispe ii' s (24% of Hisp nics (76% ¢ Mispanics)
Figures represent uroanized portie. ' of Orleans, Jefferson, an® ™ bernard parishes on both L 2xcluding i s and rural
south Jeffd =4n. Sum of ethn'=._ Wip totals exceeds total pop' 'atic. because of double-counting among grou’ Wt percentages
are with res_ . o total for { .2 o 'oup. Figures may vary de <. g on criteria used to identify lightly floode! areas. Analysis by
R. Campang'a based o000 Zansus and flood estimates™ B IOAA FEMA, LSU, and othei nurces.

a weighty rorc'in deternic W ‘the type of city that em| ¢ cs
years fram now. Suryeys of evacuees in September indicatcd
that of '@ bund 50

thouah.wiio will con wis

20 percent intended to cogmpback,

that group is more diffigh '« to pre-
dig \JV/ | the unegr oloyed underclass of renters gmd public-
DRuSIILE occupanss seono reason to return, thus aak hg New
Oricens smalld 5 itrified city of mostly white, wealthier
people? Willsheready depleted middle ¢ tss stay away in
g-<ater n{y vers, further polarizing the riciind the poor?
Will families o ctle where their childrerf ¢/ tll in new (and

robablf bet ', cheaper) schools, mgking 7w Orleans more
of alltgwii U1 singles and empty-neste o Will elders and the

infam, Wb suffered the most duripg W irauma, live out the

It a

rern,, s, social, and cultural org

of the lives elsewhere? HE pwill these trends affect
izations? Answers to thes
questions will also inform how!| wsi ‘esses and commerce dif-
wse or return. Already, some professional firms have gelc
cav il wholesale to Baton Bgmge. Commercial establishmetii:
cannot re-open until resi¢ y'ts return in large numbers;’
dents cannot return upgil husinesses and institutions 4
established to serve an ' inloy them. If no workingfC  yre-
turns to fill the servi@iabs of New Orleans’ tourist ¢ ghmy
and the impending '¢hostruction boom, Latino i migrants,

many with fami%®y may arrive to fill the nichfnOrily aftef

all these pieces| W' i'ito place will the city’s tf \bi5¢ tart to
rebuild.

Radjf = hew spatial patterns of New [ Mle ns’ physi
urban, £ Y uman elements will materiz’s= rrom this ¢

trophe. In séine sense, Hurricane Kat| gt fiay havcl pa’)

accelerated trends and trajectorieggBfadepopulation, gentri-

prac
s instead of years and

fication, land loss, etc.) already forcing them into
reality in a matter of weeks and mic

decades. One overriding pattern is likely to emerge: after a

century of lakewar! outward ¢x| ysion away from the

river and into thd" Tained swanf o5, WNew Orleans will draw

steadily back to v ¥k sher natute W ees near the river. Open

parcels will 0o Sveloped fof Ziping, population densities

will incred Sroperty valu "I rise, and the historical 1 -

ban fabric wili: Zal itself. T2 3G rescent City will return, ficu*
rativell and literally—agds Bpscent-shaped city.
Kapiiina Crfis@aPEs

YO trom nd wwes ges of Katrina will not gf Iy '« 't the
cityscape; they will comprise cityscapes. Entire new -0 ghbor-

"o, with ¢ sy New Orleans-retro designs laid out in
texfook New' Jrl «nism topologies, perchec ocliently on
Jifliculously (gt piers and painted obligatory Jastel colors,

1l make 1€« r to observers that this it a

borhood/ 1 -
bring grea

ost-K” neigh-
nore subtle and cryptic vest %5, however, will
intrigue. An old shotgun house that evaded

The Six Flags_ amu{ _ment park in eastern New Orleans was

built entirely’ « nised boardwalks to avoid occasional high
waters in thc s/ rrHunding marshes. Photograph courtesy FEMA,
Septembera™t, 2005.
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Flooding of the “bac
Katrina at home to w.

demolition *etray the

fagade, spray-painiczd by rescu
es insi’ ¢.

clapboards wiii"mark da

number off
int stains on stucco walls will measure the prec
by the
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nifi 1
rel by generg tons as clues to place and sp
& y elimi Katrina, will be repla
COrdary feax%orming new notions of wiicre certain
@\borhoo and what distinguishes{them from the
t. An@y years hence, sight of perdome or
onventi ter will invoke memomhe misery that

anspir&de—a landscape of r
 /
EIVING PLACE
a strengthened populzﬁceptions of how New

est of an eerie X on it
record their visit and t

atched roofing slates

rought by Katrina’s ho

winds.
oodwaters. Church stee ag-

levels
nt signs, and other city rks

sub-
new or

suffering.

deviates from the nati

orm. Those who peny
ceived the city as an outpost aribbean saw shockin
irmation in the Haitian-like chaos of the first week. T,
viewed the city and rg
Third World society (“L
of It,” reads a popula
reeled from jolting
litical corruption, siana’s burdensome legacy, ith
every offer of ﬁna@istance, even before agf fraud oc-
curred. The nog entagon and State D nt in
volvement in a qtic disaster seemed to s
call

y part of the United St

, jokingly or otherwise, a
a—Third World and
per sticker and T-shirt

ation. Admonitions a -

t New

Orleans w

ther rein
charita

corpses in thic streets reminded seaso
zones and other places on the frip
dernity. Some who saw New Or
moral place interpreted Katrina tual castigation. An

Alabama state senator, for example, wrote that “New Orleans

m 2ame nse fu
en genuine Third Worl ~ou .tries off
istance to Louisiana. The sisht of un
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and the Mississippi Gulf Coast have always been known for
ss. It is the kind of behavior that
ment of God” (Baton Rouge Advo-
). Those who saw those very same

gambling, sin and wi
ultimately brings th
cate, September 2
activities as evid New Orleans’ irrepressible spirit and

in the fact that Bour treet bars

Jjoie de vivre de
re among the very first ¢ inesses to
considered the city

clave of eccexﬁcs were further convince

and strip cl
reopen. Th peculiar en-
its kookiness by

they adamant-

some reg’ zealous dedication to p

rescue from dangerous an eless conditions.

stigations in this boo nted evidence that
sion of New Orleans as nt and v i rom

r American cities—an im}%\deriveﬂS torical

nd exaggerated by a crag' tourism- taff—is

times difficult to su 1ac. statistically.“ Jatrina will

force popular perce New Ot} ai s lexceptional-
, exponentially.

Perceptions of differences and dis among places 9
within New Orleans, suspicions o they fared dur- ¢
ing the storm, prev; ong vi en as the tragedy

rnment dynamited °

unfurled. Rumors that the
ack areas and thus re-
Quarter, CBD, and~
councilmen wonder

certain levees to poor, m
lieve pressure o lucrative

in middle-class Lakev@
was sturdily rina and able to with

Rita, similar bre ng the Industrial Can @

patche ly and ed by Rita, causing a

ﬂoonﬂ the bf cagufhed lower Ninth Ward. i

dent e extr rd-hit, mostly working hite

community of St. Bernard Parish resented that Ka

that human
g a black

ssed bitter-

a sto-
rleans Parish datelines, a
ina was portrayed as o

The Seventh Wz
population, in

oric home to much of the city’s Creole
d via breaches in the London Avenue,
Street canals. Seen here is the 1-10/610
rd downtown. The flooded Fairgrounds is

visible at ight. Photograph courtesy Louisiana DEQ.




®

9

Hurricane Katrina and the Geographies of ophe 403
- - '
Natives, Transplants, Katrina's Floodwat
Population in 2000 was over two-thirds om (> ive)

| Population was one-half to two-thi -born (5 ive) Lake

I majority of population was born OU uisiana ~ ) Ponicharirain

/| Extent of flood on August 31, 20

:] Water bodies, parks, or area 100 popula*
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Katrina’s i on native-born New Orl will significantly affect th 0 of “1 cul' re.” While the antediluvi ad
an unus igh nativity rate for a South ropolis, transplants nevertheless abounde more prosperous and hist reas

ences were flooded had rn in-state, while flood vi
rcent of New Orleans’ pre-K
res would be appreciably

ouisiana,
, Katrina m
w. Map and

hus suffered less flooding. Locally born people, on the other

1 the worst. Over 200,000 New Orleanians
. ..umbered under 50,000. I e terms,
percent of the flooded p ion and 73

ve were to judge nativity by b cifically in
p local roots

but the cens(s do
ted in dialect,

ay have dealt a
analysis by a

2nuinely local culture, as m

such a@ench Quarter), which
ha‘ minated in the less-famo
e
‘ isn-born people made up 77
of those not flooded. (Thes
rleans rather than anyw
depart New Orleans in large n
0od, customs, religion, and wor
that their predicamen
y erved in comparison to, aster and social
’ Orleans. Conspiracy t
as Katrina, and most dismissed wholes
of fact. Neverthele
geography, society—
ess class in New Orlean

spectives regardin
1927, the elite
dynamite the |
s .
e city’s levees during the
ony over the incident r
Katrin
viewed in t

iracy theories, however o

ontext.
We have considered how K
tions of New Orleans as a di

places within New Orleans were

catastrophe played out. But how will Katrina affect popular

overshadowed by, and undc

s abound during calamitie

d place, and how
ved to differ as the

and imagery about Ne ans per se? This is

p
n i ritical economic one
a murism— and conven-
ti

e
ot academic question; i
el because the city’s imm
sed service economy r tirely on positive public
to

chaos of]

ale a

s

- 'Nptions. People visited an t money in the Crescent

. In 7y because they perceive&

ive, and romantic—a pic e place with great food and
usic; an accessible op;éity to escape the homogeneity

of the rest of America. ther pre-Katrina New Orleans

acteristics or merely marketed them

e interesting, unique, fes-

really exuded those
if tors perceived them to be true is all
ally. With dreadful images broadcast

is not the point; t
that mattered, ec

worldwide as t ory for weeks—images of misery, filth,

corpses, and aparcli;; constantly tagged with the words “New

»

Orleans™— se invaluable old perceptions of festivity

and roma return? One possibility is that they indeed
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._‘arson Parish/" »d relatively well after Katrina, “24 .ing lightly to moderately in certain East Bank .. ‘as due mostly to accumul= i |
=aimall. St. Bel' a d -arish, on the other hand, suffered not only multiple leve¢ »»aches and a diy .« »rm surge brought in by the  4k-

“-n P

| © / Canal, but la _losest to Katrina’s path, st tained the fiercest winds, and s'."_ 4 the worst 0/ s ills. Seen here is the Murp y
Sompanyir .. wux, which coated thousand! “destroyed houses with oil an/ @ er polluta™ s. The wuture of this predominantly ™ “ite,
[ blue-colla. _wish, home to many former resdens of downtown New Orleg s, is n quest in. Pi. tograph courtesy Louisianad 59 and

; NOAA, Sewteriioer 5, 2005.

. AL L] vill_but tempered by a notion of tragedy that might serve to
0/ aticate the 2 ylern city and make it eve@ipare intrigu-

g to visitors.. 7 arism to New York Cityll s expected to

s ifer in thf wake of 9-11; instead, GroygliZero became a

I must-see gipht tor visitors, and the travd_yra e soon recov-
ered.) N 1y y) well-heeled, educated visitors to pre-Katrina

' New @yleaits lauded the city’s “aus enticity,” proudly es-
| chC o 1ts “fake” Bourbon Street venceand loudly mourn-
inggny decline in “realness” detef ¢/l {1 repeat visits. People

ni v ¢ me to view the tragedipaf i rina as a mega-dose of

i ew authenticity injected intogf1¢| Jice, and visit out of sheer
cursosity—or to stand ruggedlly“the glow of the city’s new
otoriety. Bourbon Street, 2 g, dismissed as gaudy and er-

| atz by the cognoscenti, sed 3 genuine, historic, even heroic,
when its bars were the \ gt businesses citywide to reopen.

\ The Superdome, the Convention Center, the 17% Street le-

| vee, the Ninth Wapd #or all their infamy, these places are

Katrina re..wyced popular perceptions ¢* 1o &1 Orlearhns  ar now world-famous 7 k" once-arcane subjects of New Or-
eccentric, exceptional place, differentiate. © o7 . other Ame.

cities. That bars and strip joints we 2 she Tirst businesses to
reopen after the catastrophe was/ ot{): on outside pundits
and observers. Johnny White’s Bai_ =P urbon Street gained cated about, £ Syossibly more interested in visiting, New

fame for remaining open during the aaixest days of the ordeal. Orleans thait [ before. Tragedy knocked the city down;
Photograph by author, September 28, 2005.

leans geography.#Omeraphy, and sociology became e topic
of conversation“ a4z onwide; the public is now better-edu-
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ar characteristics and sy
upon explicitly and repeatedly to cheer
ed citizens and rally the&;he cause of
he oaks of St. Charles A “The balconies
Q arter. Mardi Gras. Jazz| @l . Seignets ar Café
nner at Antoines. Th. of the streetcars. ment of thejr terrible shredding.
m St. Louis Cathedral. All parts character to h
‘ 2 in other words, all that cofbtituies the geography of ¢
eans—was invoked nost&ly, provocatively, and w ‘
hig ffectively, to encouragéaverance in the long roall °
head. Other American cities have been hard-presse ~

o raw upon such a deep reservoir of cherished symb

un/ y and motivate their s d citizens. In its darkest

" Q\Yew Orleans discovered st precious asset—itself,

We arrive safely i
tember 2, and endur,
In the weeks ahea
friends in North

of New urricane Katrina thre @
possessions, to mitigate
ese were all secondary.
and inconsiderate, was,

dria, Louisiana, that ni -
be.

rst televised views of the

has transpi
truck use rescue ten people, three dog:
e see through aerial image
our eighty-year-old former house in Wav
three hundpred feet off its foundation

be bulldozed a week later because

two ve

on a road. We learn

" 4
the neighbor’s dog, which we thoug) erished of thirst, mi- Lower 9th, Memorial on neutral ground of St. Claude
’ Avenue in er. Photograph by author, September 28,
raculously survived and was rescued thirty-five days later. We vis- 2005. z
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