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Background 
Millions of barrels of oil have idled commercial and sport fishing operations throughout southeastern Louisiana 
coastal waters since the Deepwater Horizon rig disaster of April 20, 2010. Businesses that serve the fishing 
industry, or buy their harvests, have similarly been affected. Among them are tackle shops, net makers, gas 
stations, restaurants, truckers, and seafood processors and distributors. Such is also the case for the travel and 
tourism sector, particularly in places such as Grand Isle which depends on summertime recreationists, although 
clean-up-related travel may partially offset such losses. A moratorium on deepwater oil drilling will likely have an 
even greater economic impact throughout coastal Louisiana. Rig workers and oil-service operations will see 
fewer and smaller paychecks, and thus will inject less money into coastal economies. It is safe to say that nearly 
every business in coastal southeastern Louisiana will feel some effect of the oil disaster. 
 
What impact will the oil disaster have on coastal Louisiana’s jobs? It is too soon to answer that question. We 
can, however, investigate the geography and nature of coastal employment prior to 2010 to create a baseline 
against which this unfurling situation and its eventual impacts on jobs may be compared.  
 
This brief examines where jobs were located prior to the oil disaster in 2008 (the most recent available data) and 
what economic sectors they represented throughout the coastal region. While some maps cover from the Texas 
border all the way to Alabama, the brief primarily focuses on the coastal southeastern Louisiana parishes 
closest to the site of the Deepwater Horizon oil well. The goal is to create a baseline against which this 
catastrophic situation and its impacts may be compared. 
 
Data Source 
The source for the 2008 jobs data is information filed by employers with the State of Louisiana for the purpose of 
administering unemployment insurance taxes. The state, in turn, supplies these data to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, where they are aggregated at the level of census blocks—generally the equivalent of a city block. State 
unemployment insurance programs have relatively comprehensive coverage in the United States labor force. 
Approximately 96 percent of the wage and salary civilian labor force and 98 percent of nonagricultural 
employment are covered by state unemployment insurance laws, and thus are reflected in these data. The 
prime exclusions to coverage are self-employed individuals, agriculture workers, U.S. Armed Forces military 
personnel, and work-study students. Employment in the fishing industry, which is critical to the economies 
of Plaquemines. St. Bernard, and other coastal parishes, is heavily undercounted because fishermen 
are typically self-employed. An additional limitation of this dataset is that some jobs, in particular government-

 
This brief describes employment in coastal Louisiana two years prior to the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil 
disaster. The jobs data within this brief serves as a baseline against which future impacts of the oil disaster 
may be compared. Louisiana’s coast is a working coast; it plays a disproportionate role in job generation. 
Coastal areas are second only to inner cities in terms of having high ratios of jobs to the number of people 
who live there. The Deepwater Horizon oil leak will disproportionately affect these coastal job clusters. 
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sector jobs, may be reported at a central administrative office rather than where the compensated activity 
actually occurs. The data in this brief is based on a person’s primary job, which is the highest paying job for an 
individual worker for the year. This ensures that each worker is counted only once in his/her parish of residence. 
However, it also means that a small number of jobs are missing from the job counts. 
 
Basic Patterns 
Maps 1 and 2 below show the differing geographies of where employees lived versus where they worked in the 
coastal parishes and neighboring Mississippi and Alabama counties in 2008. While residents tended to be more 
dispersed in their spatial distributions, jobs were often more concentrated along, or closer to, coasts. This was 
particularly the pattern from St. Tammany Parish eastward toward Mobile, as well as in Lafourche and 
Plaquemines. If this dataset included all fishermen, this coastal pattern would be even more pronounced. 
Coastal areas play a disproportionate role in job generation; likewise, the oil disaster will disproportionately 
affect these job clusters. 
 
Maps 1-2. Employees by where they live and work, 2008 

 

 
 
Table A below shows what type of jobs were located in Louisiana’s coastal region in 2008, broken down at the 
parish level. Table B indicates whether the parish was a net importer or exporter of employees/jobs. Of 
particular interest is Plaquemines, which had 68 percent more jobs in the parish than workers who lived in the 
parish, indicating that people in neighboring parishes relied on this especially vulnerable parish for their 
livelihood. Lower Plaquemines Parish ranks among the hardest-hit areas by the disaster, and potentially by the 
moratorium. Terrebonne had the highest absolute number (6,089) and percent (11.5) of jobs in the oil and gas 
industry, far more than even the urbanized parishes with much-larger populations. 
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Table A. Jobs by Louisiana Coastal Parish, 2008, by Employee Age, Earnings, and Sector 

 
Note: Employment in the fishing industry is heavily undercounted in this dataset. 
 
Table B. Comparison of Jobs and Workers within Parish 
Parish Total Jobs 

Located in 
this Parish 

Total Workers 
Living in Parish  

Comparison of Number of Workers Living in Parish to Jobs 
Located in Parish in 2008 (excluding self-employed, military, 
and certain other jobs noted in text) 

Cameron 3,144 3,153 Parish had roughly same number of resident workers, jobs 

Iberia 31,310 30,773 Parish had 2 percent more jobs than resident workers 

Jefferson 197,742 184,751 Parish had 7 percent more jobs than resident workers 

Lafourche 36,573 40,984 Parish had 12 percent more resident workers than jobs 

Orleans 146,530 109,013 Parish had 34 percent more jobs than resident workers 

Plaquemines 11,687 6,950 Parish had 68 percent more jobs than resident workers 

St. Bernard 7,617 11,011 Parish had 45 percent more resident workers than jobs 

St. Mary 27,850 23,554 Parish had 18 percent more jobs than resident workers 

St. Tammany 62,096 77,327 Parish had 25 percent more resident workers than jobs 

Terrebonne 52,877 47,961 Parish had 10 percent more jobs than resident workers 

Vermilion 12,606 21,434 Parish had 70 percent more resident workers than jobs 
 
 
Maps 3-4 below show the same data as the earlier maps, but focused on southeastern Louisiana. Notice how 
employees tended to live in the northern and central portions of Lafourche Parish, while many of their jobs 
tended to be located at the southern end—namely Port Fourchon, a key node in the regional petroleum and 
offshore economy.   
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Maps 3-4. Southeastern Louisiana employees by where they live (top) and work (bottom), 2008 

 
 

www.gnocdc.org 4



 

Map 5. Coastal areas as job generators, 2008 

 
 
Map 5 above represents the density of where employed people lived in 2008 compared to where their jobs were 
located. Redder areas had more employees living there than working there; these areas tended to be suburban 
and rural residential areas. Yellow areas either had equal numbers of jobs and employee residences, or were 
unpopulated. Of particular interest are the green areas, which had more jobs than employees who lived there. 
These job nodes tend to occur primarily in urban cores and commercial corridors (New Orleans, 
Metairie/Harahan, Mandeville/Covington) but also in coastal areas. Notice how Port Fourchon, Golden Meadow, 
Cut Off, Houma, and Morgan City, and to a lesser extent Port Sulphur and Venice, tend to have 
disproportionally high numbers of jobs compared to workers. Louisiana’s coast is a working coast; it generates 
jobs.  
 
Maps 6-8 below show the distribution of jobs in select economic sectors in the coastal region: oil and gas, 
wholesaling, warehousing, transportation, management and technical services, retail, accommodations, food 
services, and arts and entertainment.  
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Map 6. Southeastern Louisiana jobs in the oil and gas sector (2008) 

 
 
Map 7. Southeastern Louisiana jobs in the wholesaling, transportation, warehousing, management, and 
tech services sectors (2008)  
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Map 8. Southeastern Louisiana jobs in the retailing, food services, accommodations (hotel), and arts 
and entertainment sectors (2008) 
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A Closer Look: Jobs by Zip Code 
The oil-affected region comprises cities and towns with specific limits as well as unincorporated areas with 
dispersed rural populations. For the purposes of creating a baseline against which future datasets may be 
compared, it is necessary to aggregate this information by a certain universally recognized unit with 
standardized limits. Town and city limits and even Census Bureau’s “urbanized places” do not work well, 
because many coastal residents live between such entities. Zip codes, however, provide certain benefits, in that 
(1) all populated areas fall within a zip code; (2) the areal extent of zip codes varies by population density; (3) 
boundaries do not often change; and (4) everyone knows their own zip code making these geographies clearly 
identifiable to local readers. We therefore aggregated the block-level information shown above by zip codes; the 
results are shown in the following maps and tables. 
 
Map 9. Zip code reference map 

 
Note: Colors delineate zip code boundaries. 
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Map 10. Jobs in selected sectors overlaid on total jobs, by zip code, 2008 

 
 
Two zip codes in Houma (70360 and 70363) had the highest absolute number of jobs in oil and gas: 2,926 and 
2,580, respectively. These figures were well over double those in downtown New Orleans. Other smaller job 
centers were disproportionally dependent on oil and gas.  Venice in Plaquemines Parish (70091), known also for 
its commercial and sport fishing economy, had the highest percent of oil and gas jobs: 54 percent of its 591 jobs 
in 2008 were categorized as “Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas.” In Gibson (70356 in Terrebonne Parish), 31 
percent of 325 jobs were in oil and gas. Grand Isle (70358 in Jefferson Parish) had 27 percent of its 235 jobs in 
oil and gas. And Golden Meadow (70357in Lafourche Parish) had 20 percent of its 3,702 jobs in oil and gas.  
 
The tables that follow rank zip codes by the absolute number of jobs in sectors that may suffer the worst effects 
of the disaster and/or the moratorium on drilling. Table C shows the top twenty zip codes for oil and gas jobs 
throughout region (including white collar, which account for most of those in New Orleans proper): 
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Table C: Top twenty zip codes for oil and gas jobs in southeastern Louisiana coastal areas 
Parish ZIP Post Office Name Oil and Gas Jobs 
Terrebonne 70360 Houma 2926 
Terrebonne 70363 Houma 2580 
Orleans 70112 New Orleans 1115 
Jefferson 70058 Harvey 1110 
Orleans 70130 New Orleans 895 
Lafourche 70357 Golden Meadow 747 
Jefferson 70002 Metairie 714 
Plaquemines 70037 Belle Chasse 524 
Lafourche 70364 Houma 377 
Plaquemines 70091 Venice 319 
Lafourche 70345 Cut Off 316 
St. Tammany 70433 Covington 199 
Terrebonne 70395 Schriever 128 
Lafourche 70374 Lockport 115 
Orleans 70129 New Orleans 104 
Terrebonne 70356 Gibson 101 
Lafourche 70301 Thibodaux 91 
Jefferson 70358 Grand Isle 64 
Jefferson 70001 Metairie 61 
Orleans 70114 New Orleans 59 

 
Table D: Top ten coastal zip codes (excluding major urbanized areas) for wholesale jobs 
Parish ZIP Post Office Name Wholesale Trade 
Terrebonne 70360 Houma 863 
Terrebonne 70363 Houma 587 
Lafourche 70301 Thibodaux 233 
Terrebonne 70395 Schriever 168 
Lafourche 70357 Golden Meadow 162 
Lafourche 70364 Houma 150 
Plaquemines 70091 Venice 70 
Lafourche 70374 Lockport 62 
Terrebonne 70344 Chauvin 57 
Jefferson 70067 Lafitte 53 

 
Table E: Top ten coastal zip codes (excluding major urbanized areas) for retail jobs 
Parish ZIP Post Office Name Retail Trade 
Terrebonne 70360 Houma 3696 
Lafourche 70301 Thibodaux 2080 
Lafourche 70364 Houma 958 
Terrebonne 70363 Houma 842 
Lafourche 70345 Cut Off 695 
Terrebonne 70343 Bourg 311 
Lafourche 70394 Raceland 291 
Lafourche 70375 Mathews 252 
Lafourche 70374 Lockport 229 
Plaquemines 70041 Buras 181 
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Table F: Top ten coastal zip codes (excluding major urbanized areas) for transportation and 
warehousing jobs 
Parish ZIP Post Office Name Transportation 

and Warehousing 
Lafourche 70354 Galliano 3629 
Terrebonne 70363 Houma 2232 
Lafourche 70357 Golden Meadow 1450 
Lafourche 70345 Cut Off 948 
Lafourche 70374 Lockport 870 
Lafourche 70394 Raceland 293 
Terrebonne 70343 Bourg 237 
Plaquemines 70041 Buras 184 
Plaquemines 70040 Braithwaite 176 
Lafourche 70364 Houma 151 

 
Table G: Top ten coastal zip codes (excluding major urbanized areas) for accommodation and food 
services jobs: 
Parish ZIP Post Office Name Accommodation 

and Food 
Services 

Terrebonne 70360 Houma 2739 
Lafourche 70301 Thibodaux 1029 
Terrebonne 70363 Houma 618 
Lafourche 70364 Houma 604 
Lafourche 70345 Cut Off 300 
Lafourche 70394 Raceland 169 
Terrebonne 70359 Gray 146 
Lafourche 70354 Galliano 101 
Terrebonne 70395 Schriever 68 
Lafourche 70357 Golden Meadow 56 

 
Conclusions 
Certain rural coastal parishes had more jobs in their parishes than workers living therein, implying that 
Louisianians in neighboring parishes rely on these areas for their employment. Plaquemines, among the most 
vulnerable area to the hemorrhaging oil, was home to 11,687 jobs but only 6,950 resident workers. Oil-related 
impacts on this parish could reverberate region-wide.  
 

Among south Louisiana parishes, Terrebonne had the highest absolute number (6,089) and percent (11.5) of 
jobs in the oil and gas industry, far more than even the urbanized parishes with much-larger populations. These 
jobs were particularly concentrated in two Houma zip codes that together are home to over 5,500 such jobs—
more than double the number of oil and gas jobs in downtown New Orleans.  
 

These statistics for coastal employment in 2008 serve as a baseline against which future data may be 
compared, as the oil disaster and subsequent policy decisions have their impact on the local economy and 
employment opportunities.  
 

Data were aggregated by zip codes to provide a detailed look at worker’s residences, the jobs, age ranges of 
employees, earnings of employees, and economic sector of jobs. This information appears in the appendix.  
 

About Greater New Orleans Community Data Center 
The Greater New Orleans Community Data Center gathers‚ analyzes and disseminates data to help nonprofit 
and civic leaders work smarter and more strategically. Operating since 1997‚ the GNOCDC is New Orleans’ 
sustainable data source – before Katrina‚ throughout recovery and in the years to come. The Greater New 
Orleans Community Data Center is a product of Nonprofit Knowledge Works and is supported in part by the 
United Way for the Greater New Orleans Area, Surdna Foundation, RosaMary Foundation, Open Society 
Institute, Ford Foundation, Baptist Community Ministries, Community Revitalization Fund of the Greater New 
Orleans Foundation, and data users like you.
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Appendix Notes: Commercial fishers are typically self-employed, and therefore not included in data for any parish. Parish sums of 
total jobs by zip code differ from parish totals reported earlier in this brief because a few zip codes cross parish boundaries but only the 
largest parish is listed for each zip code. If a zip code splits census blocks, jobs are distributed to zip codes based on the centroid of the 
census block. Zip codes crossing parish boundaries affects data primarily for Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes. 
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