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BY RICHARD CAMPANELLA
Contributing writer

Editor’s Note: The following is a
condensed excerpt from the lat-
est book by Tulane geographer
and Times-Picayune contribut-
ing writer Richard Campanella,
“Crossroads, Cutoffs, and Conflu-
ences: Origins of Louisiana Cities,
Towns, and Villages” (LSU Press).
Please see original for sources and
endnotes.

F
ew places offered better ac-
cess to ecological resources
than the basins of lakes
Maurepas, Pontchartrain
and Borgne.

By pirogue, portage and
pluck, one could venture from tim-
bered hills to tide-washed islands,
traversing eco-zones from as high
as 370 feet in elevation down to
the level of the sea — all within
20 miles. Waterborne access led
Native residents to call this region
Balbancha, for the many dialects
heard along crisscrossing trade

routes. Principal tribes north of
Okwa-ta — “Big Water,” Lake Pon-
tchartrain — were the Tangipahoa,
Acolapissa (Colapissa), and Choc-
taw, each of which favored river-
side perches as settlement sites.

One Acolapissa village was

located four leagues up the river
named Talcatcha (Taleatcha, later
Hatcha), meaning rock or stone. It
was here where Jean-Baptiste Le
Moyne, Sieur de Bienville visited
in 1699 and found the water good
to drink, suggesting this site was
above the head of tides, a plau-
sible rationale for the village.

Later, an English mapmaker
translated talcatcha as “pearl,”
for the calcium accretions Native
Americans collected from the
shells they used to scrape out dug-
out canoes. “Pearl” got applied to
the larger river to the east, which
is where a branch of the Choctaw
tribe lived into the twentieth cen-
tury — likely on Indian Village
Road in eastern Slidell, overlook-
ing a secondary channel of the

Anchored
to the lake
Origins of St. Tammany towns can be
traced to old geographical advantages
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The areas around lakes Maurepas, Pontchartrain and Borgne are shown on a map by H.S. Tanner from 1851.

Danny Heitman
AT RANDOM

I was in our laundry room
the other day, lost in a trance
of boredom as I cycled another
load, when a bright patch of
yellow caught my eye. It was
the tip of an old face mask that
had fallen into the corner, ap-
parently hidden for years be-
neath a spare clothes hamper.

Like the contents of a time
machine, this little artifact of
domestic life circa 2020 quick-
ly took me back.

Along with many other
Louisiana residents navigating
the lockdown days of the pan-
demic, our family used a lot of
fabric masks as we ventured
out for necessities, and keep-
ing them clean became a som-
ber ritual. A dozen would hang
from drying racks in the laun-
dry room, their varied colors
creating a macabre mobile that
underscored the weirdness of
the times.

Memories of other grim
oddities from those days came
rushing back as I fed a bundle
of bed sheets into the dryer. I
remembered the bizarre minu-
et as the deliveryman brought
our groceries each week, both
of us dancing around each oth-
er in a shared gesture of social
distancing.

I thought about our national
obsession with hand sanitizer,
along with the supply chain
woes that left once proud
Americans scrambling for
bathroom tissue. To support
our neighborhood restaurants
as their dining rooms closed
and they relied on takeout or-
ders to stay afloat, I’d pull into
the parking lot of nearby eater-
ies and nod to the waitstaff as
they quickly passed packaged
entrees through the car win-
dow.

The whole exchange seemed
glancing and vaguely illicit,
like buying diamonds on the
black market.

That dark human comedy
also came with devastating
loss. Millions died from an
unpredictable virus, and the
economic hardship from the
lockdowns was wide and deep.
Students languished at home,
and families and friends en-
dured separations too painful
to quantify. We’re still debating
the best course if another pan-
demic comes our way.

Another vivid memory
floated back to me as our dryer
tumbled and rumbled through
its hour of work. It occurred to
me that amid the lockdowns,
I’d struck one of those silly
cosmic bargains so common
among souls in distress.

“Make the pandemic go
away,” I’d promised back then,
“and I won’t complain about
anything again.”

Recently, I attended six pub-
lic gatherings in a week. Last
month, my wife and I danced at
a friend’s wedding, savoring the
joy of the crowd. Meanwhile,
my long-ago promise to stop my
griping in exchange for better
days has, as you might expect,
been a bit of a bust.

I continue to quibble about
little things — the twinge in my
shoulder, the squirrels in our
flower bed, the lawnmower that
has, once again, failed to start.

Even so, I’m trying to tell
myself that this anxious spring
in the life of the country,
whatever its challenges, has
been the kind of season my
pandemic self could only have
hoped for.

Email Danny Heitman at
danny@dannyheitman.com.

A face mask
reminds
me of the

lockdown days

BY JAN RISHER
Staff writer

Missy Andrade, from La-
fayette, says she first heard
the term “padookie” when
she was in the sixth grade
and met a group of dancers
from New Iberia who joined
her Lafayette dance studio.

“Britney Sonnier asked me
one day if I had a padookie,”
Andrade said.

Over the years, whenever

Andrade heard
the word again,
she’d ask, “Where

are you from?”
The answer was always

the same: New Iberia.
Earlier this year, Andrade

asked a co-worker if she
had a ponytail holder. The
co-worker’s blank stare
prompted her to say, “Hold
up — you’re from New Ibe-
ria. What do you call it?”

The answer: “Padookie.”

“It got me thinking, where
does that term come from?”
Andrade said. “It’s not a
Cajun French word. Why is
it only isolated to the bound-
aries of New Iberia? Where
did it come from, and why
did it stick?”

A regional riddle

The question sparked
what may be the most

Is New Iberia the Padookie Capital of theWorld?

ä See CURIOUS, page 9D
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New Iberia
artist Paul
Schexnayder
sold a
T-shirt that
simply read,
‘PADOOKIE:
It’s a New
Iberia thing.’
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Pearl River.
Under the colonial re-

gime, a few French settlers
in what is now St. Tammany
Parish made their liveli-
hoods from the pine deriva-
tives of charcoal, tar, pitch
and resin, used as sealant
for roofs and ship hulls.

“It is usually towards the
mouths of the river, and
along the sea-coasts, that
they make tar,” colonist
La Page du Pratz pointed
out, “because it is in those
places that the pines chiefly
grow,” and where the tar
could be shipped across
Lake Pontchartrain.

As early as 1722, a
Frenchman named Rous-
seau et La Combe estab-
lished an operation pre-
sumably at the mouth of
Bayou Lacombe, where he
and enslaved workers sent
wood, charcoal and bricks
by schooner to help build
New Orleans. By 1727, a
census recorded 16 colo-
nists and 13 enslaved work-
ers living north of the lake.
Three or four tar works
operated elsewhere along
the lakeshore by the 1730s,
including up Bayou Liberty
and the Tchefuncte River,
where Antoine Aufere had
up to 40 slaves laboring
on the largest tar works.
But these rustic industries
never really spurred town
formation, probably on
account of their arboreal
nature, as well as the entre-
preneurs’ lack of title to the
land.

A defeat and a surrender

The slow pace of land-
titling reflected the limited
fecundity of the region’s
hard clays soils.

French authorities pri-
oritized instead the rich
alluvial soils along the
Mississippi River and its
distributaries, where arpen-
teurs laid out elongated lots
for concessionaries to cre-
ate plantations. Before the
French could turn their at-
tention to less-fertile areas,
their devastating defeat in
the French and Indian War
(1763) incurred the surren-
der of the lands across the
lake to the British.

In 1766, English authori-
ties inventoried their new
colony and found “a Town

on Lake Pontchartrain
call’ed Tangipahou ... in-
habited by frenchmen &
Choctaws,” probably the
first of its size in this area.
A smuggler’s paradise,
Tangipahou saw deer pelts
harvested by Natives come
in on pack horses led by
English traders which, in-
stead of getting exported
through Mobile to Great
Britain, instead went south
illegally to enemy New
Orleans, “where they sell
for as much as they do in
London.”

Also shipped southward
were pitch, tar, lumber,
charcoal, lime and cattle,
all “contrary to Act of Par-
liamt.” Imported from New
Orleans were contraband
“Liquor &c,” to which the
French added “Rum, Pow-
der, Ball & Blankets” to pay
off their Choctaw trading
allies.

Worse yet, from the
British perspective, “the
French give them bad talks
and poison their Minds
against the English,” a re-
minder of the lingering ani-
mus from the recent war.

It is unclear where the
rambunctious trafficking
outpost of Tangipahou was
located. Local historian
Frederick S. Ellis put it on
Bayou Bonfouca, Bayou
Liberty, or Bayou Lacombe,
making it an antecedent of
Slidell or Lacombe; it may
have also been at the mouth
of the Tchefuncte or Tan-

gipahoa, making it a fore-
runner of Madisonville.

What all these sites had
in common was their head-
of-lake setting: Each was at
or near the mouth of a navi-
gable river emptying into a
lake or bay, enabling trade
with communities rimming
the basin.

In recognition of this
siting advantage, British
land grants in this region
were all made “at the head
of Lake Pontchartrain,”
wrote Jacob Blackwell in
1766. They started with the
“Tanchipaho Plantation”
grant made for Francis
DuPlanly (a.k.a. François
Hery); continued with a
grant “on a creek named
Chefuncte” for John Jones;
and proceeded as far east
as the Rigolets into the
1770s. French travelers
had given the lower Tche-
functe River area the name
Coquille (“little shell”) for
its many rangia clams and
oysters, which Anglophones
shortened to “Cokie.”

Focus on seaports, land

Yet the British land
grants never amounted to
much; indeed, only seven
in this area would be later
recognized by American
authorities, and none devel-
oped directly into modern
towns.

British authorities fo-
cused instead on the fertile
loess bluffs by the Missis-
sippi River to the west, or

the seaports of Mobile and
Pensacola to the east.

As for the lands in be-
tween, the British, like the
French prior, got distracted
by a distant war, this one
with American revolution-
aries. After Spain declared
war on Britain in 1779, the
conflict came home to West
Florida, resulting in the
expulsion of the British.
Now Spain would control
West Florida, plus New Or-
leans and all of Louisiana,
not to mention most of the
hemisphere to the west and
south.

From 1779 to 1810, Span-
ish authorities increased
the number of land grants
11-fold within the Distrito
de Chifoncte, today’s Wash-
ington and St. Tammany
parishes. There was good
reason: With New Orleans
constantly rebuilding after
six hurricanes and two fires
from 1776 to 1794, resourc-
es across the lake took on
new value.

“The wild lands are finely
timbered with pine, live
oak, cypress, magnolia,
plum, gum, bay, cotton-
wood, ash, (and) willow,”
wrote one observer. “(They)
will furnish an inexhaust-
ible supply” of lumber, tar
and pitch “for a century
to come.” The underlying
Pleistocene Terrace also
provided fine clay for brick-
making.

One land grant went
to Jean Baptiste Baham

in 1783 for 1,000 arpents
along the Tchefuncte River.
Another went in 1785 to dis-
trict commandant Charles
Parent, where he would
amass a herd of 1,500 cattle
along the lower Tchefuncte.
Being at the head of a lake
by the mouth of a navigable
river above the tidal line,
this site, formerly Coquille
or Cokie and now Chifoncte,
was ideal for boat-building,
with a harbor-like setting
and timber and tar nearby.
It would eventually become
Madisonville.

Ten river miles up the
Tchefuncte, a French Cre-
ole named Jacques Dreux
(Drieux) attained a Span-
ish land grant on the west
bank of the Bogue Falaya,
at its head-of-navigation
above the two rivers’ con-
fluence.

It made an ideal site for
an interior landing, dubbed
the Barrio de Buck Falia,
working in tandem with the
lake port of Chifoncte.

Around 1805, Dreux laid
out four squares along
the Bogue Falaya River,
intending to build a town
he would call St. Jacques.
Although Dreux never fol-
lowed through on the proj-
ect, his intent signaled the
promise many saw in this
pleasant and resource-rich
region.

Rural settlers gather

Geopolitical changes
helped cluster rural settlers
into lasting communities.

First came the secret
retrocession of Louisiana
by Spain to France in 1800,
followed by the subse-
quent sale of Louisiana
by France to the United
States in 1803. Seven years
later, discontented Anglo
colonists in West Florida re-
belled against the Spanish,
launched the Republic of
West Florida, and ended up
under the dominion of the
United States.

Spain and the U.S. eventu-
ally signed the Adams-Onís
Treaty of 1819, which, after
ratification in 1821, of-
ficially gave Louisiana its
boot shape.

It was during those inter-
regnum years that colonial-
era settlers dispersed along
the Lake Pontchartrain
shore began to cluster into
bona fide towns — namely
Barrio de Buck Falia at a
river confluence and head-
of-navigation site (today’s

Covington), and Chifoncte
at a head-of-lake site (to-
day’s Madisonville).

The creation of Covington
involved an Anglo-Ameri-
can family originally from
Philadelphia, starting with
Captain William Wharton
Collins, who shipped mail
from New Orleans up the
Tchefuncte River into
Spanish territory.

Recognizing the region’s
opportunities, William
urged his brother John
Wharton Collins to come to
Louisiana and open a mer-
cantile firm in New Orleans.
Their two sisters came as
well, and as the newcom-
ers sailed across the lake
on William’s schooner, they
apparently liked what they
saw — in more ways than
one.

Both sisters eventually
married members of the
Badon family, who owned
land on the Bogue Falaya
just down from Jacques
Dreux’s stalled St. Jacques
town project at Barrio de
Buck Falia.

John Wharton Collins,
meanwhile, set his eyes on
land adjacent to the Dreux
tract, for which he obtained
a Spanish grant.

A few years later, under
American governance,
he purchased 1,600 acres
from Dreux and designated
a section as the Town of
Wharton. Collins then hired
New Orleans surveyor-
engineer Joseph Pilié to lay
out a street plan.

In 1816, the state Legisla-
ture incorporated the town
but changed its name to
honor Leonard Covington,
the late brigadier general
who had helped get the
short-lived West Florida
Republic annexed into the
United States.

Following a century of
ad-hoc settlement, the town
of Covington finally blos-
somed, and with compelling
rationales: a landing among
multiple confluences at
the head-of-navigation in
a region ripe for resource
extraction as well as resort
opportunities.

Richard Campanella,
a geographer with
the Tulane School
of Architecture and
Built Environment,
may be reached at
richcampanella.com,
rcampane@tulane.edu, or
@nolacampanella on X.
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An 1835 map of St. Tammany Parish, courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey
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617 Julia Street, New Orleans, LA 70130 | Of!ce 504.944.3605
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54 Beresford

Metairie Club Estates

$3,100,000
Unique Property,

Private Gated Community,
Overlooking Golf Course,

& Lazy River Pool
A Must See!

3001 GENERAL DEGAULLE DRIVE,
SUITE B | NEW ORLEANS, LA 70114

504-362-1823
LICENSED IN STATE OF LA

BONNIE J. MOREL
504-912-9997
BMorel71@aol.com

HIGHWAY 23 ST., LOT E-2

BURAS • $60,000

Cleared land before the big "shing
community of Venice. Drainage
Canal in rear. 1.63 acres.

4634 TOURO

GENTILLY TERRACE • $2,800/MO

Adorable 3 Bds/ 2.5 Bas/ 1,932 Sq
Ft. Open concept den + dining + kit
Large rear porch. X !ood zone.

103 OMEGA, UNIT B

BELLE CHASSE • $200,000

2 Bds/1.5 Bas. Liv + kit, balcony
o# of primary bedroom, covered
patio & shed in rear. X !ood zone.

NEW PRICE
2219 MERCEDES BOULEVARD

ALGIERS • $239,500

Cozy 3 Bds/ 2 Bas. Covered patio,
fenced yard, & 1 car garage.

X Flood zone.

NEW PRICE

LOT 5A CLAUSEN

BELLE CHASSE • $68,500

Cleared lot measuring
60 x 130, ready for a new home

to be constructed.

NEW PRICE

VACANT LOT

556 MICHAEL STREET

MARRERO • $174,900

PENDING

Total Renovation. 3Bds / 1 Ba, din,
liv room and kitchen. Concrete patio,
fresh landscaping. X Flood zone.

FOR RENT

SAMARA D. POCHÉ
JENNIFER SALTAFORMAGGIO

SOPHIE JOSEPH

www.teamrightside.com | 504-948-3011 | 504-233-2551
840 Elysian Fields Avenue, NewOrleans, LA 70117

Agent Licensed by the Louisiana Real Estate Commission, USA.

76 JONES
CHALMETTE $335,000

4 BD / 2 BA / 1,737 SF / BCKYRD

1119 DAUPHINE #7
FRENCH QUARTER $324,500
2BD / 1.5BA / 1,040SF / BLCNY/CRTYRD

1201 CANAL #472
MEDICAL CORRIDOR $220,000
1 BD / 1 BA / 617 SF / POOL / PRKG

4713 PRYTANIA
UPTOWN $1,295,000

3 BD / 3 BA / 4,274 SF / PRKG

818 LAFAYETTE
CBD $535,000

1BD / 2BA / 1,581SF / BLCNY/CRTYRD

1703 COLISEUM#1
LOWER GARDEN DIST $389,000
1 BD / 1 BA / 1,057 SF / CRTYRD

OPENSUN 12 -2PMOPENSUN 1 -2:30PM

OPENSUN 3-4:30PM

NEWPRICE

SHEILA JULIEN
504-782-8180

sheila.julien@compass.com

HISTORIC OFFICE | 504-948-3011
840 ELYSIAN FIELDS AVENUE, NOLA 70117

1201 CANAL STREET,
UNIT 561

CBD•$235,000
1 BED, 1 BATH, 640 SQFT

O P E N S U N DAY, M AY 18T H•12 - 2
G I F T C A R D S G I V E AWAY

J U S T L I S T E D

(504) 899 8666

Licensed in Louisiana

138 N. Cortez St.

New Orleans, LA 70119

tommycrane.com

4333 Hamilton Street

Uptown

$545,000
4 Bed / 2 Full Bath 3,304 SF

Corner lo Gated driveway

Covered porch Wood floors

Spacious living & dining

Whirlpool tub in hall bath

Large laundry & storage

Deck, pergola & water feature

22kW Generac generator

415 20th Street

Lakeview

$485,000
4 Bed/ 3 Full Bath, 2,008 SF

Prime loca�on Updated floors

Open layou Flexible living areas

Granite & stainless kitchen

Updated bath Large mudroom

2‐car garage Newer roof

Fenced yar Pa�o & green space

Front porch & landscaping

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED.

SANDY
WARD

504-259-2616
HomesBySandyWard.com

504-475-1011
Licensed in Louisiana

LIVING

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED.

Fabulous 3 bdrm / 3 bath corner unit
at Chardonnay Village!1 bdrm/bath
downstairs. Special Features include:
Custom crown molding + basebrds,

2 frplcs, Engineered wood flrg, plantation
shutters, custom kitchen cabinets w/glass
doors, granite c-tops, undermount lighting,
s/s appls, w+d, built-in bookshelves,
french doors to big private patio. Pool
+ Tennis Court. Call Sandy for private

showing: 504-259-2616

1Bdrm condo at Whitney Place condos! 2nd
floor near elevator. Walk-in closet. Condo
fee includes all utilities. Sec. Guard on

duty at night. Gated Bldgs. Pool, Barbeque
gazebo. Lovely landscaped grounds.
Call Sandy for a private showing!

1500 W. ESPLANADE, UNIT 22B - $185,000

2700 WHITNEY PLACE #829
METAIRIE - $125,000




